The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.
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The Miracle at the Wedding in Cana

“The Miracle at the Wedding in Cana” (Mary of Agreda)
The wedding feast of Cana occurred on January 6. Jesus was 30 years old. On the previous year, January 6, Jesus was Baptized by John the Baptist, Jesus was 29. After being Baptized, Jesus went immediately into the desert for 40 days. After Jesus was tempted by the devil, Jesus went to Judea and preached for ten months. During this time, Jesus healed many people, but no one knew that it was Jesus who healed because all were done in secret. Jesus went back to the Jordan river where John was baptizing. Jesus walked by, and John the Baptist said, "Behold the Lamb of God!" Andrew and John heard this, and they followed Jesus. Andrew found his brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah". Andrew brought Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked at Simon, and said, “So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). The next day they went to Galilee and found Philip, and Philip's home town was Bethsaida. Peter and Andrew were also from this city. Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Jesus took His five new Apostles to Nazareth to meet His Mother Mary. On arriving, His Mother asked and received Baptism from Her Son. 

322. Saint John, who in his first chapter mentions the calling of Nathaniel, the fifth disciple of the Lord, John begins his second chapter with the words: 
﻿Jn 2:1﻿ On the third day there was a marriage at Cana in Galilee, and the Mother of Jesus was there; ﻿

2:2﻿ Jesus also was invited to the marriage, with His disciples.
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When reading the Gospel of John, it seems like that the blessed Lady was in Cana before Her Son. I was ordered by my superiors to inquire additional details. 

Jesus with the five Apostles on entering Galilee, went directly to Nazareth, preaching and teaching on the way. On this journey, Jesus used three days. Having arrived at Nazareth He baptized His blessed Mother, as I have related, and thereupon immediately went forth to preach with His five Apostles in some of the neighboring places. In the meanwhile the Mother of Jesus, being invited to the marriage mentioned by the Apostle John, went to Cana. For it was the marriage of some of Her relatives on Her mother's side of the family. While Mary was in Cana, and through the management of Jesus' Mother, Jesus was called and invited to the wedding with His Apostles.

323. The third day mentioned by John is the third day of the week. He does not say this directly, nor does he say directly it's the third day after the calling of the Apostles. (It was not possible that Jesus should be present at a wedding on the third day after his entering Galilee from Judea at the place where He chose his first Apostles. For Cana lay near the boundary of Phoenicia, far northward from Judea, a considerable distance from the place where Jesus entered from Judea into Galilee. If the wedding at Cana had been on the third day after the calling of the first Apostles, then only two days intervened, whereas the journey from Judea to Cana required three days. Moreover, Jesus would first have to be near Cana in order to receive such an invitation, which would likewise require some time. Then, also, in order to journey from Judea to Cana, He would have to pass through Nazareth, for Cana is nearer to the Mediterranean sea. Thus His Mother would certainly have known of His coming, and therefore would have awaited His arrival instead of going on Her visit to Cana.) John the Apostle does not mention the visit of Jesus to Nazareth, nor the Baptism of His Mother, because He and the other Gospel writers confine themselves to that which pertains to their purpose. Saint John himself says that they omit the mention of many miracles performed by the Lord since it was not necessary to describe all of them.

﻿Jn 20:30﻿ Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; ﻿

20:31﻿ but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His Name.

324. While Mary was in Cana, Her Son with His five Apostles was invited to the marriage. Jesus brought about this invitation through His Mother and He accepted it. Jesus went to the wedding in order to bless and confirm the state of Matrimony. In addition, Jesus would begin to establish His Gospel by the miracle which He was to perform. Jesus had already proclaimed Himself as being Teacher to His Apostles, and it was necessary to confirm their calling in order that they might receive and believe it. Though Jesus had performed other wonders in private, He had not made Himself known as the Author of them in public, as on this occasion. 

﻿Jn 2:11﻿ This, the first of His signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples (Five Apostles.) believed in Him.
This miracle took place on the same day in which a year earlier Jesus was Baptized by John the Baptist. This day was also the anniversary of the adoration of the three magi kings. Jesus had now completed the 30th year of His life, thirteen days prior was His birthday, December 25.

325. Jesus entered the house of the marriage feast saluting those present with the words: "The peace of the Lord and His light be with you". Thereupon He began to instruct the bridegroom concerning the perfection and holiness of marriage. In the meanwhile His Mother Mary instructed the bride in a similar manner, teaching her in sweetest and yet most powerful words concerning her obligations. Both of the marriage couple afterwards fulfilled most perfectly the duties of their state, into which they were given and for which they were strengthened. Jesus, our Savior, having taught the bride groom and bride, added a prayer addressed to the God the Father, in which He asked Him to pour His blessings upon marriage for the continuation of the human race in the new Law of Grace. And to give marriage sacramental power to bless all those who would receive it worthily in His holy Church.

326. The blessed Virgin Mary, imitated Her Son, knew of the prayer of Jesus and joined Him. She took upon Herself the duty of making a proper return, neglected by men. Mary broke out in praise and thanksgiving to the Lord for this benefit. And the Angels, at Her invitation, joined Her in the praise of God. This, however, was known only to Jesus, who rejoiced in the wise behavior of His purest Mother as much as She rejoiced in His. Then They spoke with those that came to the wedding; but always with a wisdom and gravity worthy of Themselves and with a view of enlightening the hearts of all that were present. Mary spoke very few words and only when She was asked or when it was very necessary. For She always listened without interruption to the doings and sayings of Her Son, treasuring them up and meditating upon them in Her heart. All the words and behavior of Mary, our great Queen, during Her life furnish perfect example of modesty. Thus we should learn to keep silent, to restrain ourselves, compose our emotions and allow no levity or looseness to creep into our exterior actions. For never is moderation more necessary than in times of danger. In women (and men) the most precious adornment and the most charming beauty is silence, restraint and modesty by which many sins are shut out and by which all virtues receive their crowning grace.

327. At table, Jesus and Mary ate of some of the food, but with the greatest moderation; yet also without showing outwardly their great abstinence. Although when They were alone They did not eat of such food, as I have already recorded, yet these Teachers of perfection, who wished not to disapprove of the common life of men, but wished to perfect it. Jesus and Mary accommodated Themselves to all circumstances without any extremes or noticeable singularity wherever it was possible to do so without blame and without imperfection. Also Jesus would in the future commanded His disciples and Apostles to eat of what was placed before them on their preaching tours; not to show any singularity in their way of life. For the truly poor and humble must not presume to have a choice in their food. 

God had arranged that the wine gave out during the meal and the kind Mary said to Her Son: 

﻿Jn 2:3﻿ When the wine failed, the Mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” 

﻿2:4﻿ And Jesus said to Her, “O Woman, what have You to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.”

This answer of Christ was not intended as a reproach, but contained a mystery. For the most prudent Mary had not asked for a miracle by mere accident, but by divine light from God. She knew that the opportune time for revealing the power of Her Son was at hand. She, who was full of grace, Lk (1:28) was well informed at what time and on what occasions the Lord was to perform them. She could not be ignorant of the proper moment for the beginning of this public showing of Christ's power. It must also be understood that Jesus did not pronounce these words with any signs of disapproval, but with a quiet and loving tenderness. It is true that He did not address the blessed Virgin by the name of Mother, but Woman; however, this was because, as I have said before, He had begun to treat Her with greater reserve.

328. The mysterious purpose hidden in this answer of Christ was to confirm the Apostles in their belief of His Divinity and to show Himself to all as the true God, independent of His Mother in His being and in His power of working miracles. On this account, Jesus hid the tender name of Mother and called Her Woman, saying: 
“O Woman, what have You to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.”

The true meaning is this, "The power of performing miracles I have not received from You, although You have given Me the human nature in which I am to perform them. My Divinity alone is to perform them". Jesus wished to give Her to understand that the time for working miracles was not to be determined by His most holy Mother, but by the will of God, even though the most prudent Lady should ask for them at an opportune and befitting time. Jesus wished to have it understood that the working of miracles depended upon a higher than the human will, on a will divine and above that of His Mother. That the will of His Mother was to be subject to that which was His as the true God. Hence Christ placed into the minds of the Apostles a new light by which they understood the union of His two natures. The origin of the human nature from His Mother and of the divine by generation from His eternal Father.

329. The blessed Lady well understood this mystery and She said with quiet modesty to the servants: 
﻿Jn 2:5﻿ His Mother said to the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.” 
In these words, showing Her wise insight into the will of Her Son, She spoke as the Queen of the whole human race, teaching us men, that, in order to supply all our necessities and wants, it is required to do all that the Jesus and those taking His place shall command. 
Jesus ordered the servants to fill the jars or waterpots, which according to the Hebrew custom had been provided for the occasion. All having been filled, the Lord directed them draw some of the wine into which the water had been changed, and bring it to the chief steward of the feast. He was at the head of the table and was one of the priests of the Law. When he had tasted of the wine, he called the bridegroom in surprise and said to him: 
﻿Jn 2:9﻿ When the steward of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward of the feast called the bridegroom ﻿

2:10﻿ and said to him, “Every man serves the good wine first; and when men have drunk freely, then the poor wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.”
The steward knew nothing of the miracle when he tasted of the wine; because he sat at the head of the table, while Christ and His Mother with His Apostles occupied the lower end of the table. Jesus practiced the doctrine which He was afterwards to teach us; namely, that in being invited to a feast we should not seek to occupy the better places, but be satisfied with the lowest.

At this time, the miracle of changing the water into wine was revealed. The five Apostles believed as the Evangelist says, and their faith in Him was confirmed. Jn (2:11) Not only they, but many of the others that were present, believed that He was the true Messiah and they followed Him to the City of Capernaum. Jesus began to preach, declaring Himself the Teacher of men. 
Instruction Given By Our Holy Mother Mary.

331. My daughter, without any excuse is the forgetfulness and negligence shown by each and everyone of the children of the Church in regard to the spread of the glory of their God by making known the name of Jesus to all men. This negligence is much more blamable now, since the Word of God became Man in My womb. With this end in view Jesus founded His Church, He enriched it with blessings and spiritual treasures and assigned to it priests. All these gifts are intended not only to preserve the Church in its present state, but to expand it and draw others to the Catholic faith. All men should help spread the blessing of their savor Jesus. Some can do it by their prayers and urgently exalt His holy Name. Others by giving alms and others by diligent preaching. But if this neglect is perhaps less guilty in the ignorant and the poor, which have none to encourage them; it is a crime in the rich and the powerful, and especially in the priests and Church leaders, whose duty is to advance the Church of God. Many of them seek only their own vain honor instead of Christ's. Their sins allow huge numbers of souls to perish into hell, who by proper preaching could have been saved from the fires of hell. The religious lose the merit of such preaching and strip Christ of the glory of having such faithful priests in His Church. The same responsibility rests upon the rulers and powerful of the world, who receive from the hands of God, honors, riches and earthly blessings for advancing the glory of the God.

332. Grieve for all these evils and labor, as far as your strength will allow, that the glory of Jesus be shown, that He be known in all nations, and that from the very stones may give birth sons of Abraham.

﻿Matt 3:8﻿ Bear fruit that befits repentance, 

﻿3:9﻿ and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Cry out to Him to send able workers and worthy ministers to His Church in order to draw men to the sweet discipline of the Gospel; for great and plentiful is the harvest, and few are the faithful laborers for harvesting it. Recognize My motherly love and care in gaining followers for My Son and in preserving them in His Gospel and His companionship. Never let the flame of this charity die out in your heart. Let also My silence and modesty at the wedding feast be an rule for you and your religious in all exterior actions, in retirement, moderation and prudence of words. For these virtues are the clothing with which the spouses of Christ must cover themselves in order to find grace in His eyes.
