The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.
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Third Sunday of Advent

Third Sunday of Advent
Year A
(At the end of the Final Test for the elect, Jesus will heal and show the elect His glory.)

The Sunday Mass Gospel cycle is divided into three years, labeled A, B, and C. (2017 is A) Year A is mostly Mathew. Year B is mostly Mark and chapter 6 of John. Year C is Luke. Gospel John is read during Easter season of all three years. The first reading usually from the Old Testament reflects the theme of the Gospel. The cycle changes on the first day of advent. (Around early December.) These cycles are a result of the Second Vatican Council.
First reading, New American Bible Year A, Read 2016, 2019, 2022, 2025
Is 35:1 The desert and the parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and bloom.

35:2 They will bloom with abundant flowers,  and rejoice with joyful song. The glory of Lebanon will be given to them, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; They will see the glory of the LORD,  the splendor of our God.

35:3 Strengthen the hands that are feeble,  make firm the knees that are weak,

35:4 Say to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, He comes with vindication; With divine recompense He comes to save you.

35:5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened,  the ears of the deaf be cleared;

35:6A Then will the lame leap like a stag,  then the tongue of the dumb will sing. 
35:10 Those whom the LORD has ransomed will return and enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy;

Responsorial Psalm, New American Bible Year A 

Response is: Lord, come and save us.

Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10


The LORD God keeps faith forever, secures justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets captives free.

The LORD gives sight to the blind; the LORD raises up those who were bowed down. The LORD loves the just; the LORD protects strangers.

The fatherless and the widow He sustains, but the way of the wicked He thwarts. The LORD shall reign forever; your God, O Zion, through all generations.
First reading, New American Bible Year A, Read 2016, 2019, 2022, 2025
Mt 11:2 When John heard in prison of the works of the Messiah, he sent his disciples to Jesus.
11:3 with this question, “Are you the One who is to come, or should we look for another?”

11:4 Jesus said to them in reply, “Go and tell John what you hear and see:

11:5 the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.

11:6 And blessed is the one who takes no offense at Me.”

11:7 As they were going off, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, “What did you go out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind?

11:8 Then what did you go out to see? Someone dressed in fine clothing? Those who wear fine clothing are in royal palaces.

11:9 Then why did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.

11:10 This is the one about whom it is written: ‘Behold, I am sending My messenger ahead of You; he will prepare Your way before You.’

11:11 Amen, I say to you, among those born of women there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
Third Sunday of Advent
Year B
(John the Baptist will arrive near the end of our Final Tests and prior too that we will be encouraged.) 

First reading New American Bible Year B  Read 2017, 2020, 2023, 2026
Is 61:1 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners,

61:2 To announce a year of favor from the LORD and a day of vindication by our God,
61:10 I rejoice heartily in the LORD, in my God is the joy of my soul; For He has clothed me with a robe of salvation, and wrapped me in a mantle of justice, Like a bridegroom adorned with a diadem, like a bride bedecked with her jewels.

61:11 As the earth brings forth its plants,  and a garden makes its growth spring up,

Responsorial Psalm, New American Bible Year B

Response is: My soul rejoices in my God.

lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54


My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked upon His lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed:

The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is His Name. He has mercy on those who fear Him in every generation.

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty. He has come to the help of His servant Israel for He has remembered His promise of mercy,
First reading New American Bible Year B  Read 2017, 2020, 2023, 2026
Jn 1:6 A man named John was sent from God.

1:7 He came for testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.

1:8 He was not the light, but came to testify to the light.
1:19  † And this is the testimony of John. When the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and Levites (to him) to ask him, “Who are you?”

1:20 he admitted and did not deny it, but admitted, “I am not the Messiah.”

1:21 So they asked him, “What are you then? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.”

1:22 So they said to him, “Who are you, so we can give an answer to those who sent us? What do you have to say for yourself?”

1:23 He said: “I am ‘the voice of one crying out in the desert, “Make straight the way of the Lord,”’ as Isaiah the prophet said.”

1:24 Some Pharisees were also sent.

1:25 They asked him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah or Elijah or the Prophet?”

1:26 John answered them, “I baptize with water; but there is one among you whom you do not recognize,

1:27 the one who is coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.”

1:28 This happened in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
Third Sunday of Advent
Year C  
(The Second Coming of Jesus.)
First reading, New American Bible Year C   Read 2018, 2021, 2024, 2027
Zep 3:14 Shout for joy, O daughter Zion!  sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!

3:15 The LORD has removed the judgment against you, He has turned away your enemies; The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst, you have no further misfortune to fear.

3:16 On that day, it shall be said to Jerusalem: Fear not, O Zion, be not discouraged!

3:17 The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a mighty Savior; He will rejoice over you with gladness, and renew you in His love, He will sing joyfully because of you,

3:18 as one sings at festivals. I will remove disaster from among you, 
Responsorial Psalm, New American Bible Year C
Response is: Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.

Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6


God indeed is my Savior; I am confident and unafraid. My strength and my courage is the LORD, and He has been my Savior. With joy you will draw water
at the fountain of salvation.

Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim His Name; among the nations make known His deeds, proclaim how exalted is His Name.

Sing praise to the LORD for His glorious achievement; let this be known throughout all the earth. Shout with exultation, O city of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel!
The Gospel reading New American Bible Year C  Read 2016, 2019, 2022, 2025
Lk 3:10 And the crowds asked John the Baptist, “What then should we do?”

3:11 He said to them in reply, “Whoever has two cloaks should share with the person who has none. And whoever has food should do likewise.”

3:12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?”

3:13 He answered them, “Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.”

3:14 Soldiers also asked him, “And what is it that we should do?” He told them, “Do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone, and be satisfied with your wages.”

3:15 Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Messiah.

3:16 John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

3:17 His winnowing fan is in His hand to clear His threshing floor and to gather the wheat into His barn, but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.”

3:18 Exhorting them in many other ways, he preached good news to the people.
