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Stumbling Stone.

Saint Paul warns us about the stumbling stone.

﻿Rom 9:31 but that Israel who pursued the righteousness which is based on law did not succeed in fulfilling that law. ﻿

9:32﻿ Why? Because they did not pursue it through faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, ﻿

9:33﻿ as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make them fall;

and he who believes in Him (Jesus) will not be put to shame.”

The laws of God must be obeyed using faith. Paul said that the law pursed without faith is a work. Reread the lessons "What is Faith?" and "Cannon of Faith" if you are no sure the meaning of faith. Another way of explaining how the laws of God need to be applied to our lives, read "Pearls and Swine". Basically its our attitude in how we obey. If we obey in faith, then our actions are called virtuous. If we obey without faith, then Paul calls our actions works. 

Who stumbles over the Stumbling Stone? 

Most men stumble over the stone. Saint Paul warns us that only a remnant are saved by grace.

﻿2 Rom 11:2﻿ God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, (Elijah was a Old Testament prophet.) how he pleads with God against Israel? 

11:﻿3﻿ “Lord, they have killed Your prophets, they have demolished Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life.” ﻿

11::4﻿ But what is God’s reply to him? “I have kept for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” (Baal means lord and was a "god" of the people who lived in biblical times.)
11:﻿5﻿ So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. ﻿

11:6﻿ But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace would no longer be grace. ﻿

11:7﻿ What then? Israel failed to obtain what it sought. The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened, 

11:﻿8﻿ as it is written, “God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that should not see and ears that should not hear, down to this very day.”
Reviewing the lesson on grace, Saint Paul tells us that grace is a trainer which trains us to reject sin and to live in virtue.

﻿Titus 2:11﻿ For the grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, 

﻿2:12﻿ training us to renounce godlessness and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world,

So what does it mean chosen by grace? If we have been given the opportunity to be trained by the "Keys of Peter" and we fail, we will not be a part of the remnant. Example of our trainer called grace are:

1) The Catholic Mass.

2) Holy Rosary.

3) Stations of the Cross.

4) Divine Chaplet.

5) The reading of Scripture.

6) The reading of books written by Doctors of the Catholic Church. 

7) Holy Days like Easter, Divine Mercy, Ascension, Pentecost, Holy Trinity, Corpus Christi, and many others. 
 A remnant is a very small number. The dictionary defines remnant as a small surviving group. That percentage could be one out of ten baptized Christians. The clue to this 10% come from the Book of Amos. 

﻿Am 5:1﻿ Hear this word which I (God) take up over you in lamentation, (Moan and grieve.) O house of Israel: (Israel represents both houses, Protestants and Catholics.) ﻿

5:2﻿ “Fallen, no more to rise, is the virgin Israel; forsaken (abandon) on her (Israel) land, with none to raise her up.” (No help at all!) ﻿

5:3﻿ For thus says the Lord GOD: “The city that went forth a thousand shall have a hundred left, and that which went forth a hundred shall have ten left to the house of Israel.”

The reason only a remnant are saved by the trainer called grace is because souls stumble over the stone during life. 

﻿Rom 13:8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 
How do we fulfill the law? Paul says we fulfill the law by loving our neighbor. If we fail to love our neighbor, this is a stumbling stone. This is the same stone when men purse the law without faith.
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Failing to love our neighbor. = Pursing the law without faith = stumbling stone.

Faith and grace involves loving our neighbor. When our religion is void of loving our neighbor, this is called works which will lead to damnation. Many souls go to Catholic Mass, but few go to Mass with the proper faith and grace. This is why only a small group called the remnant are saved at their Final Test. 

Serve Christ with righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit and you will be acceptable to God and approved by the saints. Rom (14:17)
There is more than one stumbling stone. 

Saint Peter also speaks about a stumbling stone. He calls Jesus a stumbling stone.

﻿1 Pet 2:1 Come to Him, (Jesus) to that living stone, rejected by men but in God’s sight chosen and precious; 

2:1﻿5﻿ and like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (Example is to offer the sorrows of Jesus to the Father for the salvation of souls.) ﻿

2:6﻿ For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and he who believes in Him (Jesus) will not be put to shame.” 

2:﻿7﻿ To you therefore who believe, he is precious, but for those who do not believe, “The very stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner,” 

2:﻿8﻿ and “A stone that will make men stumble, a rock that will make them fall”; for they stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

If we disobey the Word God Jesus, we have stumbled over the stone. For example if we disobey Christ's Commandment when He said; "Love one another as I have loved you", we will stumble.

﻿Jn 13:34﻿ A new commandment I (Jesus) give to you, that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 

Below are a number of verses that relate stumble with God's laws. 

Ps 119:165 Great peace have those who love Your law; nothing can make them stumble.

﻿Prv 3:21﻿ My son, keep sound wisdom and discretion; let them not escape from your sight, 

﻿3:22﻿ and they will be life for your soul and adornment for your neck. 

﻿3:23﻿ Then you will walk on your way securely and your foot will not stumble. 

﻿Prv 4:10 Hear, my son, and accept My words, that the years of your life may be many. ﻿

4:11﻿ I have taught you the way of wisdom; I have led you in the paths of uprightness. ﻿

4:12﻿ When you walk, your step will not be hampered; and if you run, you will not stumble. ﻿

4:13﻿ Keep hold of instruction, do not let go; guard her, for she is your life. 

4:﻿14﻿ Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of evil men. ﻿4:15﻿ Avoid it; do not go on it; turn away from it and pass on. ﻿

4:16﻿ For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong; they are robbed of sleep unless they have made some one stumble. (Speaking about our accusers at our Final Tests.)
﻿4:17﻿ For they eat the bread of wickedness

and drink the wine of violence. ﻿

4:18﻿ But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until full day. 

﻿4:19﻿ The way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know over what they stumble. 

﻿Sir 32:15﻿ He who seeks the law will be filled with it, but the hypocrite will stumble at it. 

﻿Is 8:13﻿ But the Lord of hosts (Hosts mean many.), Him (God) you shall regard as holy; let Him be your fear, and let him be your dread. (Dread means to regard with awe.) ﻿
8:14﻿ And He will become a sanctuary, (Sanctuary means a place of protection.) and a stone of offense, (God will become a problem with men who want to do as they feel.) and a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel, (Two houses, protestants and Catholics.) a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

8:﻿15﻿ And many shall stumble thereon; they shall fall and be broken; (Failing the Final Test.) they shall be snared and taken.” (Snared into suicidal depression.)
﻿﻿ ﻿Jn 11:5 The disciples said to Jesus, “Rabbi, the Jews were but now seeking to stone You, and are You going there again?” ﻿

11:59﻿ Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any one walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 

11:﻿10﻿ But if any one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 

1) "Because the light is not in him". The light refers to the emotions of Jesus, wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, Holy Fear and My delight is Holy Fear.
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The Stumbling Block is laid by God for the unrepentant sinner. 

When a man stumbles over the stumbling stone spoken about by both Saint Paul and Saint Peter, God will place a Stumbling Block at their Final Tests. 

Ez 3:20 Again, if a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity (sin) and I (God) lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die; because you have not warned him, he shall die for his sin, and his righteous deeds which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand. 

1) "I (God) lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die". The elect are protected by God from the biting and devouring of our accusers. On the other hand, God will not protect most men and the stumbling block is their accusers can harm them terribly. Thus these men will experience no peace and curse God for their calamity. 
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﻿Jb 18:10﻿ A rope is hid for him in the ground, a trap for him in the path.

﻿18:11﻿ Terrors frighten him on every side, and chase him at his heels.

﻿18:12﻿ His strength is hunger-bitten, and calamity is ready for his stumbling. (Refers to the Final Test.)
Jer 6:21﻿ Therefore thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will lay before this people stumbling blocks against which they shall stumble; fathers and sons together, neighbor and friend shall perish.’” (Speaking about the Final Test.) ﻿

6:22﻿ Thus says the Lord: “Behold, a people is coming from the north country, a great nation is stirring from the farthest parts of the earth.  (Speaking about Babylon which is the symbol of hell's armies that accuse us at our Final Tests.)﻿
6:23﻿ They lay hold on bow and spear, they are cruel and have no mercy, the sound of them is like the roaring sea; they ride upon horses, set in array as a man for battle, against you, O daughter of Zion!” (Zion is the city King David built. King David is a symbol of Jesus. Those who are baptized are symbolized as daughters of Zion.)
﻿Ps 116:5﻿ Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.

﻿116:8﻿ For You (God) has delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling; (Refers to the elect that pass Final Test.)

﻿116:9﻿ I walk before the Lord in the land of the living.

﻿116:10﻿ I kept my faith, even when I said, “I am greatly afflicted”;

﻿Jer 13:16﻿ Give glory to the Lord your God before He brings darkness, (Darkness refers to Final Test.) before your feet stumble on the twilight mountains, (Twilight is the light after sun set and darkness. The mountains describes the arrogance of our accusers.) and while you look for light He (God) turns it into gloom and makes it deep darkness. ﻿

13:17﻿ But if you will not listen, my soul will weep in secret for your pride; my eyes will weep bitterly and run down with tears, because the Lord’s flock has been taken captive. 
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Twilight

﻿Sir 34:16﻿ The eyes of the Lord are upon those who love Him, a mighty protection and strong support, a shelter from the hot wind and a shade from noonday sun, (Describing the Final Test.) a guard against stumbling and a defense against falling.

Ez 14:1 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: Repent and turn away from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your abominations. ﻿

14:7﻿ For any one of the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn (traveling) in Israel, who separates himself from Me (God), taking his idols into his heart and putting the stumbling block of his iniquity (sinfulness) before his face, and yet comes to a prophet to inquire for himself of Me, I the Lord will answer him myself; 

14:﻿8﻿ and I will set My face against that man, I will make him a sign and a byword (Slogan used in name calling.) and cut him off from the midst of My people; and you shall know that I am the Lord.

1 Jn 2:10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and in it there is no cause for stumbling.

God will protect us if we love others in the way Jesus loved us. Thus we must study how Jesus loved us and imitate Him.
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Most men will stumble in giving judgment. 

Scripture associates being drunk on our passions with making sinful judgments. When a man is physically drunk, he has trouble making real life choices. The same analogy comes when a man is in love with earthly passions, he can't make virtuous choices. 

Is 28:7 These also reel with wine and stagger with strong drink; (Drunk on their passions and pleasures.) the priest and the prophet spin with strong drink, they are confused with wine, they stagger with strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in giving judgment. 
﻿Sir 31:6﻿ Many have come to ruin because of gold, and their destruction has met them face to face. 

﻿31:7﻿ It is a stumbling block to those who are devoted to it, and every fool will be taken captive by it. 

Wealth becomes a stumbling block because when a man is drunk on his wealth he can't make proper judgments. The proper judgment for a man of wealth is to feed the hungry and cloth the poor. 

﻿Ez 7:17 All hands are feeble, and all knees weak as water. 

7:﻿18﻿ They gird themselves with sackcloth, and horror covers them; shame is upon all faces, and baldness on all their heads. ﻿7:19﻿ They cast their silver into the streets, and their gold is like an unclean thing; their silver and gold are not able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the Lord; (Refers to Final Test.) they cannot satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs with it. For it was the stumbling block of their iniquity. (Sinfulness)﻿
7:20﻿ Their beautiful ornament they used for vainglory (Showing off their wealth to make people think highly of them.), and they made their abominable images and their detestable things of it; therefore I will make it an unclean thing to them. 

7:﻿21﻿ And I will give it into the hands of foreigners for a prey, (Refers to our accusers.) and to the wicked of the earth for a spoil; and they shall profane it.

﻿1 Thes 5:4 But you are not in darkness, brethren, for that day to surprise you like a thief. ﻿

5:5﻿ For you are all sons of light and sons of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. ﻿

5:6﻿ So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. ﻿

5:7﻿ For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 

5:﻿8﻿ But, since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.

The elect have made sober judgments and are filled with the "light" of Jesus emotions. Those who are drunk on their passions have made bad judgments and God will not protect them at their Final Tests. 

1 Pet 1:13﻿ Therefore gird (cover) up your minds, be sober, set your hope fully upon the grace that is coming to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

1) "Therefore gird up your minds". Our minds must not be found naked with no virtue to display.
﻿1 Pet 5:8 Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking some one to devour.
The Final Test is real. Be sober and make proper judgments. But men are drunk and have no idea the danger is close as their death. We have the strength of sheep. No way can a sheep defend itself against a lion. Jesus must protect us as a good Shepherd. 

﻿Lk 12:45﻿ But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the menservants and the maidservants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, ﻿

12:46﻿ the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will punish him, and put him with the unfaithful. 
﻿Sir 31:29﻿ Wine drunk to excess is bitterness of soul, with provocation (Causing anger within.) and stumbling. 

31:﻿30﻿ Drunkenness increases the anger of a fool to his injury, reducing his strength and adding wounds. (Refers to his sins.) 
﻿Lk 21:34 “But take warning to yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with entertainment and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a snare; ﻿

21:35﻿ for it will come upon all who dwell upon the face of the whole earth. 
Do you know that the cares of your life is a sin? Having fun is being drunk and thus your judgment will be in great error. People who fail their Final Tests have made many poor judgments. What man who is drunk on his dopamine can make good judgments?  

Questions

1) The Jews pursued the righteousness which is based on the law but failed because they did not pursue it through ______. Who said this? 

2) If we apply the law without faith this becomes a stumbling _____ for us. 

3) If we apply the law without faith, Saint Paul calls this a work. If we apply the law with faith this is called______.

4) Saint Paul says that only a remnant are chosen by ______. A remnant is a very small number. The book of Amos might give us the number associated with remnant. What is this percentage?

5) The reason why only a remnant are chosen by grace is because most men will stumble over the ______. This stone represents how these men applied God's laws without _____. 

6) Faith and grace involves loving our _______. We fulfill the law if we do this. 

7) When our religion is void of loving our ______, this is called ______. 

8) Applying the law without faith is a stumbling stone. A second stumbling stone is Jesus. People stumble because they _____ the Word.

9) In the same way that the Jews were divided into two houses because of power and money, Christians became divided in the same way through power and money. Protestant means protest. The two houses of Israel represent _______ and _______. 

10) If a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin and God lays a stumbling stone block before him, that man will _______. Such men will not be protected by God and their accusers can harm them terribly by _____ and devouring them. 

11) If we are drunk on our passions, we will form incorrect _________. Name an example in the lesson that will make us drunk?

12) A man of wealth, if he is not drunk on his wealth, should use his money how? But most men of wealth will be drunk and make incorrect _________. 

13) Sober is the opposite of the word _______. In order to be watchful, we must be sober. The devil prowls around like a roaring ______, seeking to devour. 

14) Can a sheep defend itself against a lion? Man requires a Shepherd to defend him. But if we are drunk and wonder away from our protection, the devil likened to a ______ will bit and devour us at our Final Tests.

15) Our hearts can't be weighted down by entertainment, drunkenness and the _____ of this _____. If our hearts are weighed down, then that day called the Final Test will come upon us suddenly like a ______.  

