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Saint Paul

“Saint Paul” (Mary of Agreda)
248. Our mother the (Catholic) Church, governed by the Holy Spirit, celebrates the conversion of saint Paul as one of the greatest miracles of grace for the comfort of sinners. Saul was changed from a poisonous and blasphemous attacker of Christ; he was changed to an Apostle obtaining mercy through divine grace. 

﻿1 Tim 1:13﻿ though I (Paul) formerly blasphemed and persecuted and insulted Him; (Jesus) but I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, ﻿

1:14﻿ and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

249. In the Letter to the Galatians,  Paul says he had advanced in learning and action in the law of Judaism. Gal (1:14) (Paul was a Pharisee.) Paul, not only followed Jewish Law, he was by nature generous, unselfish, most noble, kind, active, courageous and constant. He had practiced many of the natural virtues associated with the Natural Law. He glorified in being a strong teacher of the law of Moses, and in being studious and learned in it; although in truth he was ignorant of its real meaning, because all his learning was human and earthly. Like many Jews, he knew the law merely from the outside, without spiritual insight. But as his ignorance seemed to him real knowledge and as he was gifted with a great memory and sharp understanding, he was a great follower for the traditions of the rabbis. 

﻿Gal 1:14﻿ For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it; 

1:﻿14﻿ and I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. 

He judged it an outrage and absurdity, that a new law, invented by a Man (Jesus) crucified as a criminal, should be published in opposition to that law received by Moses on the mount Sinai. Thus Paul gave birth to a great hatred and distaste for Christ, His law and His disciples. Overwhelmed in this error he called into action all his moral virtues, (if that can be called virtue which was devoid of true charity), and prided himself much in fighting the errors of others. For that is a common fault with the children of Adam, that they please themselves in some good work without making the much more important effort to reform some of their own sins. In this self-deception lived and acted Saul, deeply convinced that he was promoting the honor of God in defending the ancient law of Moses. It appeared to him that in acting thus he was defending God's honor. He had not really under stood this law, the ceremonies was temporary and not forever. Moses himself foretold that another would come. 

﻿Dt 18:15﻿ “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me (Moses) from among you, from your brethren—Him (Jesus) you shall heed.

250. Paul's unwise intensity was increased by the anger of Lucifer and his fallen angels, who irritated and roused him to even greater hatred against the law of our Savior Jesus Christ. Many times have I, Mary of Agreda, in the course of this history mentioned the revengeful attempts and hellish plans of this dragon against the holy Church. Among them was Lucifer's anxious search for men, who should serve as instruments and executors of his hatred. Lucifer by himself or his demons, although they are able to tempt men individually, can't become human themselves, so they need the assistance of some human to lead the blind and unenlightened. Lucifer was infuriated by the happy beginnings of the holy Church. The devil feared its progress, and burned with envy to see humans of a lower nature than himself raised to the glory of God, which Lucifer had lost. He recognized the thoughts and feelings of Saul, his habits and the state of his thinking, and all seemed to agree well with his own plans of destroying the Church of Christ through the willing hands of unbelievers.

251. Lucifer asked the advise of the other demons concerning this plan of attacking Christians in a meeting held especially for this purpose. With common agreement Lucifer and the other demons decided to urge on Saul by stirring up his anger against the Apostles and the whole flock of Christ. Using suggestions and reasons fitting to Paul's state of mind, they presented to Paul how his anger against Christians was a virtue to be gloried in. Although Paul was opposed to the teaching of Christ even before His death on the Cross; yet he had not yet declared himself so energized as a defender of the law of Moses. It was only at the death of saint Stephen, that Paul showed the anger, which Lucifer had stirred against the followers of Christ. Saul was ready to execute all of satin's hateful suggestions. 
252. Lucifer tried to induce Saul to attempt single-handed the life of all the Apostles, and with still greater arrogance, even the life of the most blessed Mary. To such a point of insanity rose the pride of this most bloodthirsty dragon. But Lucifer deceived himself. The character of Saul was most noble and generous, and therefore it appeared to him beneath his dignity and honor to lower to such crimes and act the part of an assassin. It seemed to Paul that he could destroy the law of Christ by the power of reasoning and open justice. He felt a greater horror at the thought of killing the most blessed Mother, on account of the regard due to Her as a woman; and because he had seen Her so composed and constant in the labors and in the Passion of Christ. On this account Mary seemed to Paul a great Woman and worthy of honor. Mary had indeed won Paul's respect, together with some compassion for Her sorrows and afflictions, the magnitude of which had become publicly known. Hence Paul gave no thought to the inhuman suggestions of the demon against the life of the most blessed Mary. Paul also ignored the temptation to kill the  Apostles, although Lucifer sought to make their assassination appear as a deed worthy of praise. Rejecting all these wicked thoughts, Paul resolved to incite all the Jews to persecute Christ and His Church.

253. As the dragon and his fallen angels could not attain more, they contented themselves with having brought Saul at least to this resolve. The dreadful wrath of these demons against God and his people can be estimated from the fact, that on that very day they held another meeting in order to consult how they could preserve the life of Paul, whom they had found so well agreeable to execute their hatred. These deadly enemies knew well, that they have no right over the lives of men, and that they can neither give nor take life, unless permitted by God on some particular occasion. However, they wished to make themselves the guardians and the physicians of the life and health of Saul as far as their power extended, namely, by keeping active his future thoughts against whatever was harmful and suggesting the use of what was naturally beneficial to the welfare of life and limb. Yet with all their efforts they were unable to hinder the work of grace, when God so wished it. Far were they from suspecting, that Saul would ever accept the faith of Christ, and that the life, which they were trying to preserve and lengthen, was to contribute to their own ruin and torment. Such events are provided by the wisdom of the Most High, in order that the devil, being deceived by his evil counsels, may fall in

to his own pits and snares.

254. With this intention God permitted Satan, after the death of saint Stephen, to provoke Saul to go to the chief priests with fierce threats against the disciples of Christ, who had left Jerusalem, and to ask permission for bringing them as prisoners to Jerusalem from wherever he should find them.

﻿Acts 9:1﻿ But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 

9:﻿2﻿ and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.
[image: image1.wmf]
For this trip Saul offered himself and possessions, and even his life; at his own cost and without salary. He made this journey in order that the new Law, preached by the disciples of the Crucified, might not be victorious against the Law of his ancestors. This offer was readily favored by the high-priest and his counselors; they immediately gave to Saul the commission he asked, especially to go to Damascus, according to report, some of the disciples had lived after leaving Jerusalem. He prepared for the journey, hiring officers of justice and some soldiers to accompany him. But Paul's escort had many more demons than men. The fallen angels came to assist Paul in his plans, hoping that with all this show of force and through Saul, they might be able to make an end of the Church and entirely destroy it with fire and blood. This was really the intention of Saul, and the one with which Lucifer and his demons sought to inspire him and his companions. 
255. Mary knew all these things about Saul. In addition to Her science and vision penetrating to the inmost thoughts of men and demons, the Apostles were always keeping Her informed of all that happened to the followers of Her Son. Long before this time She had known that Saul was to be an Apostle of Christ, a preacher to the gentiles, and a man distinguished and wonderful in the Church. For of all these things her Son informed Her. But as She saw the persecution becoming more violent and the glorious fruits and results of the conversion of Saul delayed, and as She moreover saw how the disciples of Christ, who knew nothing of the secret intentions of the Most High, were afflicted and discouraged at the fury and persistence of Saul's persecution. The kindest Mother was filled with great sorrow. Considering, in Her heavenly prudence, how important was this Saul's conversion, She roused Herself to new courage and confidence in Her prayers for the welfare of the Church and the conversion of Saul. Prostrate in the presence of Her Son, She poured forth the following prayer:

256. "Most high Lord, Son of the eternal Father, true God of the true God, created with His own power, by Your design of Your infinite goodness, become My Son and the life of My soul, how shall I, Your slave, continue to live, if the persecution of the beloved Church You have entrusted to My care shall prevail and be not put down by Your almighty power? How shall My Heart behold the fruit of Your precious Blood be despised and walked on under foot? If You, My Lord, give to Me the children produced by You in the Church and if I am to love them and look upon them as a Mother, how shall I be consoled, when I see them thus oppressed and destroyed for confessing Your holy Name and loving You with a sincere heart? Yours is the power and the wisdom; and it is not proper that Lucifer should glory against You, who is the dragon of hell, the enemy of Your Name, and the slanderer of My children and your brethren. My Son, confuse the arrogance of this ancient serpent, which in its pride rises up again to release its fury against the simple sheep of Your flock. Behold how Lucifer has drawn into his deceits Saul, whom You have chosen and set apart as Your Apostle. It is time, O My God, that You show your power and save this soul, through whom and in whom Your Name is to be so highly exalted, and so much good to be secured for all the world".

257. The most blessed Lady persevered in this prayer for a long time, offering to suffer and die, if necessary, for the welfare of the holy Church and the conversion of Saul. As in Jesus infinite wisdom Her divine Son had foreseen this prayer of His beloved Mother, He descended from Heaven and appeared to Her in person, while She was praying in the retirement of Her room. He said to Her: "My beloved Mother, in whom I find the fulfillment of all My will and pleasure, what are Your requests? Tell Me what You wish? "As usual She prostrated Herself in the presence of Her divine Son and adoring Him as the true God, said: "My highest Lord, far in advance do You know the hearts and the thoughts of Your people, and My desires are open to Your eyes. My petitions are those of one knowing Your infinite charity for men, of the mother of Your Church, the advocate of sinners and Your slave. If I have received all from You without My merit, I cannot fear to be unheard in My desires for Your glory. I ask, O My Son, that You look upon the affliction of Your Church and that, like a loving Father, You hurry the relief of Your children redeemed by Your most precious Blood".
258. The Lord delighted in the voice and outcry of His most loving Mother. He asked more particularly, as if ignorant of what She desired Him to grant and could not be denied to Her great merits and love. In this maneuver of love, Christ our Lord continued for some time speaking with His sweetest Mother, while She pleaded for the end of persecution and the conversion of Saul. Among other things He said: "My Mother, if in My mercy I show mercy to Saul, how shall My justice be satisfied? Saul persists in the deepest unbelief and anger and with all his heart serves my enemies for the destruction of My Church and the blotting out of My name from the face of the earth, thus meriting My anger and punishment". To this argument, which was so convincing on the side of justice, the Mother of mercy and wisdom was not at a loss for response, and She answered: "My Lord and eternal God, My Son, the floods of guilt in Saul were not sufficient to extinguish the fire of Your divine love, when, as You have Yourself shown to Me, You did choose Paul as Your Apostle and as a person of election, acceptable to Your divine mind and worthy to be written in Your memory. More powerful and effective were Your infinite mercies, by which You have founded Your beloved Church, and therefore I do not ask anything, which You Yourself have not resolved upon beforehand. But I grieve, My Son, that Saul should proceed to greater length for the ruin and damnation of itself and of others, and he is hindering the glory of Your Name, to the joy of the Angels and saints, to comfort the just, to the confidence given to sinners, and to the confusion of Your enemies. Do not then, My Son and Lord, despise the prayers of Your Mother. Let Your divine plans be executed and let Me see Your Name magnified. My heart cannot suffer such a blessing to be delayed".

259. During this appeal the charity in the bosom of the most chaste Virgin Queen broke out into such a flame, that without a doubt it would have consumed Her natural life, if the Lord had not preserved Her by the miraculous help of His almighty power. Although in order to enjoy the delight of the excessive love of His Mother Mary, He permitted His blessed Mother to suffer some pain, yet Her Son, who according to our way of understanding, could not longer resist the love which wounded His Heart, consoled and restored Her by yielding to Her prayers. He said: "My Mother, chosen among all men, let Your will be done without delay. I will do with Saul as You ask, and will so change him, that from this moment he will be a defender of the Church which he persecutes, and a preacher of My name and glory. I shall now proceed to receive him immediately into My friendship and grace".

260. Thereupon Jesus Christ our Lord disappeared from the presence of His most blessed Mother leaving Her still engaged in prayer and furnished Her with a clear insight into what was to happen. Shortly afterward the Lord appeared to Saul on the road near Damascus. The Lord showed Himself to Saul in a beautiful cloud with immense glory, and at the same time Saul was flooded with divine light without and within, and his heart and senses were overwhelmed beyond power of resistance.

﻿Acts 9:4﻿ But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 

9:﻿2﻿ and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

9:﻿3﻿ Now as he journeyed he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed about him.
He fell suddenly from his horse to the ground and at the same time he heard a voice from on high saying: "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me"? Full of fear and panic he answered: "Who are You, Lord"? The voice replied: "I am Jesus whom you persecute; it is hard for you to kick against the goad (A pointed rod used to urge on an animal.) of My power". Again Saul answered with greater fear and trembling: "Lord, what do You command and desire to do with me"? The companions of Saul heard these questions and answers, though they did not see Jesus. They saw the splendor surrounding Saul and all of them were filled with dread and astonishment at this sudden and unimagined event, and they were for sometime astonished.

261. This new wonder, surpassing all that had been seen in the world before, was greater and more far-reaching than what could be taken in by the senses. For Saul was not only prostrated in body, blinded and lost his strength so that, if the divine power had not helped him, he would have immediately died. His soul suffered more of a change than when he passed from nothingness into existence at his conception. For he was changed from an image of the demon to that of one of the highest and most intense seraphim. This triumph over Lucifer and his demons had been especially reserved by God for His divine Wisdom and power; so that, in virtue of the Passion and Death of Christ this dragon and his malice might be destroyed by the human nature of one man named Saul, in whom the effects of grace were set in opposition to the sin of Lucifer and all its effects. Thus it happened that in the same short time, in which Lucifer through pride was changed from an angel to a devil, the power of Christ changed Saul from a demon into an angel in grace. As Lucifer the highest beauty turned into the deepest ugliness; and in Saul the greatest sinfulness into the highest moral perfection. Lucifer descended as the enemy of God from heaven to the deepest abyss of the earth, and a man Saul ascended as a friend of God from the earth to the highest heaven.

262. The Most powerful God wished to add in saint Paul an additional triumph to His victory over the demon. For Lucifer, although he fell from that exceedingly high grace which he had received, had never possessed a direct vision of God, nor had he made himself worthy of it, and hence could not lose what he did not possess. But Paul, immediately on disposing himself for justification and on gaining grace, began to partake of glory and clearly saw the Divinity, though this vision was gradual. O invincible virtue of the divine power! O infinite effects of the merits of the life and death of Christ! It was certainly reasonable and just, that if the hatred and anger of sin in one instant changed the angel into a demon, that the grace of the Redeemer should be more powerful and abound more than sin, raising up from it a man, not only to place him into original grace, but into glory.

﻿Rom 5:20﻿ Law came in, to increase the trespass; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,

Let us congratulate the sinners on the hope inspired by this wonderful justification, since we have for our Restorer, for our Father, and for our Brother the same Lord, who justified Paul; and He is not less powerful nor less holy for us, than for saint Paul.

263. During the time in which Paul lay flat on the ground prostrated, he was entirely renewed by powerful graces, restored and enlightened, and thus he was prepared to be elevated to the third heaven. He himself confesses, that he did not know whether he was thus elevated in body or only in spirit.

﻿2 Cor 12:1﻿ I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 

﻿12:3﻿ And I know that this man was caught up into Paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— ﻿

12:4﻿ and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter.
Paul saw the Divinity clearly and direct. Besides the being of God and His Virtues of infinite perfection, Saul recognized the mystery of the Incarnation and Redemption, and all the secrets of the law of grace and of the state of the Church. He saw the unmatched blessing of his conversion and of the prayer of saint Stephen for him. And still more clearly was Saul made aware of the prayers of the most holy Mary and how his conversion had been hurried through Her. And that, after Christ, Her merits had made him acceptable in the sight of God. From that hour on he was filled with gratitude and with deepest veneration and devotion to the great Queen of heaven, whose dignity was now shown to him and whom he acknowledged as his Restorer. At the same time he recognized the office of Apostle to which he was called, and that in it he was to labor and suffer unto death. In addition with these mysteries were revealed to him many others, of which he himself says that they are not to be disclosed. He offered himself in sacrifice to the will of God in all things, as he showed afterwards in the history of his life. The most blessed Trinity accepted this sacrifice and offering of his lips and in the presence of the whole court of heaven named and designated him as the preacher and teacher of the gentiles, and as a person of election for carrying through the world the name of the Most High.

264. For the blessed in heaven this day was one of great accidental joy and jubilee, and all of them created new songs of praise and glorification of the divine power for such a rare and extraordinary miracle. If at the conversion of any sinner they are filled with joy Lk (15:7), with what joy were they not filled at seeing the greatness of the Lord's mercy thus shown and such an enormous blessing given upon Saul for the glory of his holy Church? Saul came out of his vision changed into Paul; and rising from the ground he seemed to be blind and could not see the light of the sun. His companions brought him to Damascus to the house of one of his friends and there to the admiration of all, he remained three days without eating or drinking engaged in earnest prayer. He prostrated himself on the ground and, as he was now in a state to hate his sins, with deepest sorrow and detesting his past life, he prayed: "Woe is me, in what darkness and blindness have I lived, and how far have I hurried on the way of eternal damnation. O infinite love! O charity without measure! O infinite sweetness of the eternal treasure! Who, O my Lord and God, has induced You to act thus toward me the vile worm of the earth, Your enemy and blasphemer? But who could convince You except Yourself and the prayers of Your Mother and Spouse? When I in blindness and darkness persecuted You, You, most kind Lord, eager to meet me. While I was busy shedding the innocent blood which shall always cry out against me, You, the God of mercies, make me a partaker of your inexpressible Divinity. How shall I praise eternally for such unheard of mercies? How shall I sufficiently grieve a life so hateful in Your eyes? The heavens and the earth proclaim Your glory. I shall preach Your holy Name and shall defend it in the midst of Your enemies". Such and other thoughts saint Paul repeated with matchless sorrow and with acts of the most burning charity and with the deepest and most humble gratitude.

265. On the third day after the miracle and conversion of Saul the Lord spoke in a vision to one of the disciples, Ananias, living in Damascus. Calling him by name as his servant and friend, the Lord told him to go to the house of a man named Judas in a certain district of the city and there to find Saul of Tarsus, whom he would find engaged in prayer. At the same time Saul had also a vision, in which he saw and recognized the disciple Ananias coming to him and restoring sight to him by the imposition of hands. But of this vision of Saul, Ananias at that time had no knowledge. Therefore he answered: "Lord, I have information of this man having persecuted Your saints in Jerusalem and caused a great slaughter of them in Jerusalem; and not satisfied with this, he has now come with warrants from the high-priests in order to seize whomever he can find speaking Your holy Name. Do You then send a simple sheep like myself to go in search of the wolf, that desires to devour it"? The Lord replied : "Go, for the one you judge to be my enemy, is for Me a person of election, in order that he may carry My Name through all the nations and kingdoms, and to the children of Israel. And I can, as I shall, assign to him what he is to suffer for My name". And the disciple was at once informed of all that had happened.

﻿Acts 9:10﻿ Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” ﻿

9:11﻿ And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for a man of Tarsus named Saul; for behold, he is praying, ﻿

9:12﻿ and he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 

9:﻿13﻿ But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem; 

9:﻿14﻿ and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon Your name.” 
9:15﻿ But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine to carry My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; ﻿

9:16﻿ for I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of My name.” 
266. Relying on this word of the Lord, Ananias obeyed and went to the house, in which saint Paul then was. He found him in prayer and said to him: "Brother Saul, our Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your journey, sends me in order that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit". He received Holy Communion at the hands of Ananias and was strengthened and made whole, giving thanks to the Author of all these blessings. Then Paul took some nourishment, of which he had not tasted for three days. 

﻿Acts 9:17﻿ So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came, has sent me that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

9:﻿18﻿ And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized, ﻿9:19﻿ and took food and was strengthened. For several days he was with the disciples at Damascus.
Paul remained for some time in Damascus, having discussions with the disciples in that city. He prostrated himself at their feet asking their pardon and begging them to receive him as their servant and brother, even as the least and most unworthy of them all. At their approval and counsel he went forth publicly to preach Christ as the Messiah and Redeemer of the world and with such fervor, wisdom and zeal, that he brought confusion to the unbelieving Jews in the numerous synagogues of Damascus. All wondered at this unexpected change and, in great astonishment, said: "Is not this the man, who in Jerusalem has persecuted with fire and sword all who invoke that name? And has he not come to bring them prisoners to the chief priests of that city? What change then is this, which we see in him"?

﻿Acts 9:22﻿ And in the synagogues immediately he proclaimed Jesus, saying, “He is the Son of God.” ﻿

9:21﻿ And all who heard him were amazed, and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called on this name? And he has come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests.” 

9:﻿22﻿ But Saul increased all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ.
267. Saint Paul grew stronger each day and with in creasing force continued his preaching to the gathering of the Jews and gentiles. Accordingly they planned to take away his life. 

The miraculous conversion of saint Paul took place one year and one month after the martyrdom of saint Stephen, on the 25th of January, the same day on which the Church celebrates that feast; and it was 36 years after the birth of Jesus; because saint Stephen died on his 34 birthday year.

268. Let us return to our great Queen and Lady of the Angels, who by means of Her vision knew all that was happening to Saul; his first and most unhappy state of mind, his fury against the name of Christ, his sudden casting down and its cause, his conversion, and above all his extraordinary and miraculous elevation to the third heaven and vision of God, besides all the rest, that happened to him in Damascus. This knowledge was not only proper and due to Her, because She was the Mother of the Lord and of His holy Church and the instrument of this great wonder; but also because She alone could properly estimate this miracle, even more so than saint Paul and more than the whole body of the Church; for it was not just, that such an unheard of blessing and such a amazing work of the Most powerful God should remain without recognition and gratitude among men. She was the first One, who celebrated this Holy event with the acknowledgment due to it from the whole human race. The holy Mother invited all Her holy Angels and many others from heaven, who, forming into alternate choirs, sang with Her songs of praise in exaltation of the power, wisdom and liberal mercy of the Almighty toward Paul; and others on the merits of Her most holy Son, in virtue of which this conversion, so full miracles, had been performed. By this thanksgiving and faithfulness of most holy Mary the Most High (according to our way of understanding such things), as it were, counterbalanced Himself for having so highly favored the Church in this conversion of saint Paul.

269. But let us not pass over in silence the reflections of the new Apostle concerning what the kindest Mother might think of him now, and must have thought of him as such an enemy and persecutor of Her most holy Son and His disciples, intent on the destruction of the Church. The loving speculations of saint Paul in this matter arose not so much from ignorance, as from his humility and

veneration toward the Mother of Jesus. But he did not know that the great Lady was aware of all that had happened in connection with him. Although from this newly acquired knowledge of heavenly things in God he had recognized Her as his most kind Helper in his conversion and salvation; yet the wickedness of his past life rattled, humiliated and somewhat frightened him, as one unworthy of the favor of such a Mother, whose Son he had persecuted so furiously and blindly. It seemed to him that for the pardoning of such grave sins an infinite mercy was necessary, and Mary was a mere creature. On the other hand, he was encouraged by the thought, that She, in imitation of Her Son, had pardoned His executioners. The disciples also told him, how kind and sweet She was with sinners and the needy; and then he was inflamed with the blazing desire of seeing Her and he resolved in his mind to throw himself at Her feet and to kiss the ground whereon She walked. But immediately he was again overcome by shame at the thought of appearing before Her, who was the true Mother of Jesus, still in mortal flesh and so deeply wronged by his conduct. He discussed within himself, whether he should not ask Her to punish him, because that would be some sort of satisfaction; yet again this revengefulness seemed foreign to Her gentleness, since She had obtained for him through Her prayers such immense mercy.

270. Amid these and other disquieting thoughts the Lord permitted saint Paul to suffer a agonizing, yet sweet sorrow; and at last he said to himself: "Take heart, worthless and sinful man, for without a doubt She will receive and pardon you, since She has interceded for you as the true Mother of Him who died for your salvation, and She will act as the Mother of such a Son, since both of Them are all mercy and kindness and will not despise the contrite and humble heart". The fears and doubts of saint Paul were not hidden from the heavenly Mother; for She knew through Her exalted science. She knew also that the Apostle Paul would not find an occasion to see Her for a long time. Moved by Her Motherly love and compassion, She would not permit this comfort to be postponed to such a distant period. Therefore, in order to bring it to him from Jerusalem, She called one of Her Angels and said to him: "Heavenly spirit and minister of My Son and Lord, I am moved to compassion at the sorrow and trouble in the humble heart of Paul. I beg You, My Angel, go immediately to Damascus and console and comfort him in his fears. Congratulate him on his good fortune and remind him of the thanks he owes eternally to My Son and Lord for the mercy with which He has drawn him to His friendship and chosen him as His Apostle. Tell him, that never has such mercy been shown to any man as to him. And in My own name tell him, that I shall aid him as a Mother in all his labors and serve him as the Handmaid of all the Apostles and ministers of the name and doctrine of My Son. Give him My blessing in the name of Him, who humbled Himself to assume flesh in My womb and to be nursed at My breast".

271. The holy Angel immediately fulfilled the commission of His Queen and quickly appeared to saint Paul, who had remained in continued prayer; for this happened on the day after his Baptism and on the fourth after his conversion. The Angel shown Himself in human form, wonderfully beautiful and resplendent, and fulfilled all the orders of Mary. Saint Paul listened to His message with incomparable humility, reverence, and joy of spirit, and thus replied to the Angel: "Minister of the Most powerful and eternal God, I, the most worthless of men, ask You, sweetest heavenly spirit, do You, according as You see me indebted to the mercy of the infinite God, give Him thanks and due praise, for having so undeservedly marked me with the character and divine light of His children. The more I flew from His immense treasures, the more He followed me and advanced to meet me; when I delivered myself over to death, He gave me life; when I persecuted Him as an enemy, He raised me to His grace and friendship, repaying the greatest injuries with the most extraordinary blessings. No one ever rendered himself so hateful and detestable as I; yet no one was so freely pardoned and favored".

1 Tim 1:11﻿ though I formerly blasphemed and persecuted and insulted him; but I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief,
"Jesus snatched me (Paul) from the mouth of the lion in order that I might be one of the sheep of His flock. You are a witness of it all, my lord; help me to be eternally grateful. And I ask You, tell the Mother of mercy and my Lady, that this Her unworthy slave lies prostrate at Her feet, adoring the ground on which they walk and with a contrite heart asking Her to pardon him for having so daringly sought to destroy the honor and name of Her Son and true God. Beg Her to forget my offense and deal with this blasphemous sinner as the Mother who as a Virgin conceived, brought forth and nursed Jesus the Lord, who had given Her life and had chosen Her for this purpose from among all men. I am deserving of punishment for so many sins and I am prepared to suffer all. But I am aware of the mercy of Her Heart and I desire Her favor and protection. Let Her receive me as a child of the Church which She loves so much. All the days of my life I shall give myself entirely to its increase and defense and to the service of Her, whom I recognize as my salvation and as the Mother of grace".

272. The holy Angel returned with this answer to the most blessed Mary; and although in Her wisdom She well knew it, he repeated it to Her, She heard it with an especial joy and again gave thanks and praise to the Most High for the works of His divine right hand in the new Apostle saint Paul, and for the benefits which would result there from to His holy Church and the faithful. Of the confusion and rout of the demons at the conversion of saint Paul, and of many other secrets made known to me concerning the malice of the devils I shall speak, as far as possible, in the next chapter.

Words of Wisdom From Our Holy Mother.

273. My daughter, none of the faithful should be ignorant of the fact, that the Most High could have drawn and converted saint Paul without using such miracles of His infinite power. But He made use of them in order to show men, how much His generosity is inclined to pardon them and raise them to His friendship and grace, and in order to teach them, by the example of this great Apostle, how they, on their part, should cooperate and respond to His calls. Many souls the Lord wakes up and urges on by His inspiration and help. Many do respond and justify themselves through the Sacraments of the Church; but not all persevere in their justification and still a fewer number follow it up or strive after perfection. They begin in spirit, they relax, and finish in the flesh. The cause of their want of perseverance in grace and relapse into their sins is their not imitating the spirit of saint Paul at his conversion, when he exclaimed: "Lord, what is it You wish with me, and what shall I do for You"? If some of them proclaim this sentiment with their lips, it is not from their whole heart, and they always retain some love of themselves, of honor, of possessions, of sensual pleasure or of some occasion of sin, and thus they soon again stumble and fall.

274. But the Apostle was a true and living example of one converted by the light of grace, not only because he passed from an extreme of sin into that of wonderful grace and friendship of God; but also because he cooperated with the call of God, departing at once and entirely from all his evil dispositions and self seeking and placing himself entirely at the disposal of the Divine will and pleasure. This total humility of self and surrender to the will of God is contained in those words: "Lord, what does You wish to do with me"? And in it consisted, as far as depended upon him, all his salvation. As he pronounced them with all the sincerity of a contrite and humbled heart, he renounced his own will and delivered himself over to that of the Lord, resolved from that moment forward to permit none of his faculties of mind or sense to serve the animal or sensual life into which he had strayed. He delivered himself over to the service of the Almighty in whatever manner or direction should become known to him as being the Divine will, ready to execute it without delay or questioning. And this he immediately set about by entering the city and obeying the command of the Lord given through the disciple Ananias. As the Most High searches the secrets of the human heart, He saw the sincerity, with which saint Paul corresponded to his calling. God not only received him with great pleasure, but multiplied exceedingly his graces, gifts and wonderful favors, which even Paul would not have received or ever have merited with out this entire submission to the wishes of the Lord.

275. My daughter, I desire You to execute fully My repeated commands and pleas, that you forget the visible, the apparent and deceitful. Repeat very often, and more with the heart than with the lips those words of saint Paul: "Lord,

what do You wish to do with me"? For as soon as you begin to do anything of your own choice, it will not be true, that you seek solely the will of the Lord. The instrument has no motion or action except that imparted to it by the artist; and if it had its own will, it would be able to resist and act contrary to the will of the one using it. The same holds true between God and the soul: for, if it entertains any desire of its own independently of God, it will fight against the pleasure of the Lord. As God keeps sacred the liberty of action given to man, He will permit it to lead man astray, as soon as man decides for himself without reference to the direction of his Maker.

276. And since it is not proper that the doings of men in this mortal life should be miraculously governed by the divine power, God, in order that men might not advance false excuses, has implanted a law into their hearts (Natural Law) and also created His Holy Church, in order that they might know the divine will and regulate their actions in the fulfilling of it. Moreover, for additional security, He has appointed superiors and ministers in His Church, in order that hearing and obeying them, men might obey the Lord in them. All this security you, my dearest, possess in fullness, so that you should neither admit of any movement, thought, desire of your own, nor fulfill your own will in anything independently of the will and direction of God who has charge of your soul. Moreover you are in a particular manner obliged to this obedience, because the Most High looks upon you with an special love and grace and desires to use you as an instrument in His hands, assists You, governs You, and moves You directly as well as indirectly through Me and His holy Angels. And all this God continues to do faithfully, as is well known to you. Consider then, how much reason you have to die to your own desires and live only for the will of God, and that it alone should give life to all your actions and operations. Cut short therefore all your reflections and self-reliance and remember, that, even if you should have the wisdom of the most learned, the counsel of the most prudent, and the natural intelligence of the Angels, you could, with all this, know how to execute His will far less perfectly than by resigning and leaving all to His divine pleasure. He alone knows what is suitable to you and seeks it with an eternal love. He chose your ways and governs you in them. Permit yourself to be guided by His Divine light, without losing time in doing your duty; for in this delay is the danger of error, and in My doctrine lie all security and success. Write it in your heart and fulfill it with all your strength, in order that you may merit My intercession and, through it, to be brought near to the Most High.

Paul Continued.

Gal 1:13﻿ But when God who had set me (Me refers to Paul) apart before I was born, and had called me through His grace, 

1:﻿16﻿ was pleased to reveal His Son to me, in order that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, (I was not taught by man or Apostles.)
1:﻿17﻿ nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were Apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus.
﻿1:18﻿ Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, (which means Peter.) and remained with him fifteen days. 

1:﻿19﻿ But I saw none of the other Apostles except James the Lord’s brother. (Jesus had no brothers, "brother" means cousin. James refers to James the Less, not be confused with James the brother of John.)
1:﻿20﻿ (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!) ﻿

1:21﻿ Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 

1:﻿22﻿ And I was still not known by sight to the churches of Christ in Judea; (Christians in Judea and Jerusalem had not seen Paul because Paul was in the region only 15 days.)
1:﻿23﻿ they only heard it said, “He who once persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” ﻿

1:24﻿ And they glorified God because of me. 

375. In those days saint Paul fled from Damascus before the attacks of the Jews, as he himself mentions in the second epistle to the Corinthians, where he says, that he was let down from the walls of the city in a basket. See below. 
﻿2 Cor 11:31﻿ The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed for ever, knows that I do not lie. 

11:﻿32﻿ At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas guarded the city of Damascus in order to seize me, 

11:﻿33﻿ but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped his hands.

To defend Paul from these dangers and those with which Lucifer threatened him on his way to Jerusalem, our Holy Mother sent Her Angels to be his guard and protection; for the wrath and fury of hell was roused against saint Paul more than against any of the other Apostles. This is the journey the Apostle himself refers to in his letter to the Galatians, Gal (1:18) where he says, that after three years he went to Jerusalem to visit saint Peter. These three years are not to be counted from the time of his conversion, but from the time he had returned from Arabia to Damascus. Thus it was 4 years after his conversion Paul went to Jerusalem. 
376. The conversion of saint Paul happened in the year thirty-six, on the twenty-fifth of January. Saint Paul came to Jerusalem in the year forty, four years after his conversion, and a little less than a month after the most blessed Mary had departed for Ephesus.

Saint Paul had entered the fifth year of his conversion and the other Apostles, except the two he saw, had already left Jerusalem and were preaching- the Gospel of Christ, each one in his appointed province.

377. Saint Paul spent the first year after his conversion, or the greater part of it, in journeying to Arabia and preaching the Gospel there; then, the three following years, in Damascus. Hence the evangelist Luke, in the ninth chapter of his Acts of the Apostles, although he says nothing of Paul's journey to Arabia, nevertheless says that for many days after his conversion the Jews of Damascus plotted to take his life, these many days referring to the four years thus passed. Then he adds, that his disciples, aware of the plots of the Jews, on a certain night lowered him in a basket from the city walls and thus sent him on his journey to Jerusalem. There, although knowing of his miraculous conversion, the Apostles and the new disciples, nevertheless retained a certain fear and suspicion of his not persevering, because he had been such a professed enemy of Christ, our Savior. Thus they at first held themselves apart from saint Paul, until saint Barnaby spoke to them and introduced him to saint Peter, saint James the Less and other disciples.

﻿Acts 9:23﻿ When many days had passed, the Jews (in Damascus) plotted to kill him, ﻿

9:24﻿ but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night, to kill him; 

9:﻿25﻿ but his disciples took him by night and let him down over the wall, lowering him in a basket. 
﻿9:26﻿ And when he had come to Jerusalem he attempted to join the disciples; and they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 

9:﻿27﻿ But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the Apostles, and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. ﻿

9:28﻿ So he (Paul) went in and out among them at Jerusalem, 

9:﻿29﻿ preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists; but they were seeking to kill him. 

9:﻿30﻿ And when the brethren knew it, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him off to Tarsus.

(Hellenists means a specialist in the language or culture of ancient Greece. Greek in language, outlook, and way of life but was not Greek in ancestry. Thus a Jew acting like a Greek.)

Saint Paul prostrated himself at the feet of Saint Peter, kissed them in acknowledgment of his errors and sins, and begging to be admitted as one of his subjects and as a follower of his Master, whose holy name and faith he desired to preach at the cost of his blood.

378. From the fear and suspicion of saint Peter and James concerning Paul, he arrived in Jerusalem in the absence of the most blessed Mary and saint John; for he would have presented himself first of all to Her to ease suspicion against him; and the two Apostles would likewise have first asked Her, whether they could trust saint Paul. All of them would have been set at ease by the most prudent Lady, as She was so attentive in consoling and instructing the Apostles, especially saint Peter. But since the great Lady had already left for Ephesus, they had no one to assure them of saint Paul, until saint Peter reassured himself of it at seeing him thus prostrate at his feet. Thereupon he was received with great joy of soul by saint Peter and the other disciples. All of them gave humble and fervent thanks to the Most High, and commissioned saint Paul to preach in Jerusalem. This he gladly did, to the astonishment of all the Jews who knew him. As his words were like burning arrows, that penetrated into the hearts of all that heard him, the Jews were struck with terror; and in two days all Jerusalem was roused by the news of his arrival, flocking to see him with their own eyes.

379. Lucifer and his demons were not asleep on this occasion, for they were with an increase of pain at the arrival of saint Paul. The divine power, so evident in Paul, oppressed and paralyzed the demons. But as their pride and hatred shall never be extinguished through all the eternity of their existence.

﻿Ps 74:23﻿ Do not forget the clamor of your enemies, the uproar of your adversaries which goes up continually!
The demons were roused to fury, for they recognized this divine virtue as flowing from Paul. Lucifer, with incredible rage, called together many legions of the demons and encouraged them again to lift themselves and exercise all the forces of their hatred for the entire destruction of saint Paul, and not to leave any stone unturned in Jerusalem and in all the world for the accomplishment of this plan. The demons without delay set about this work, exciting Herod and the Jews against the Apostle, and directing their attention to the burning zeal with which he began to preach in Jerusalem.

380. The great Mistress of heaven knew all this from Her lodging in Ephesus; for in addition to the knowledge of all things through Her heavenly science, She received information of all that happened to saint Paul from the Angels She had sent for his defense. As the most blessed Mother expected the disturbance about to be raised by the hatred of Herod and the Jews, especially against saint Paul, and as, on the other hand, She knew the importance of preserving his life for the glorification of God's name and the spread of the Gospel, the great Queen was filled with new regret at being absent from Jerusalem, where She could have given more immediate assistance to the Apostles. Therefore She sought to furnish it so much the more abundantly from Ephesus by multiplying Her prayers and petitions, Her ceaseless tears and sighs, and by other measures through the hands of Her holy Angels. In order to ease Her anxieties, the Lord, one day in Her prayer, assured Her, that He would fulfill Her petitions and protect the life of saint Paul in this danger and in these assaults of the devil. And so He did: for one day saint Paul, while praying in the temple, was raised to an joyful paradise and filled with most exalted enlightenment and understanding, wherein the Lord commanded him immediately to leave Jerusalem and save his life from the hatred of the unbelieving Jews.

381. Thus saint Paul stayed in Jerusalem not more than fifteen days, as he himself says in his epistle to Galatians. Gal (1:18) After some years, Paul returned from Miletus and Ephesus and was taken prisoner, and he refers to this ecstasy in the temple and to the command of the Lord to leave Jerusalem in the twenty second chapter of the Acts. 

﻿Acts 22:17﻿ “When I (Paul) had returned to Jerusalem (The first time after his conversion that occurred four years earlier.) and was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance ﻿

22:18﻿ and saw Him (Jesus) saying to me, ‘Make haste and get quickly out of Jerusalem, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.’ 

﻿22:19﻿ And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves know that in every synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who believed in You. 

22:﻿20﻿ And when the blood of Stephen Your witness was shed, I also was standing by and approving, and keeping the garments of those who killed him.’ ﻿

22:21﻿ And He (Jesus) said to me, ‘Depart; for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’” 

Of this vision and command he informed saint Peter, and after conversation concerning his mortal danger, he was secretly sent to Caesarea and Tarsus with

orders to preach indiscriminately to the gentiles, which he did. The most blessed Mary was the instrument of all these miraculous favors. It was through Her that Her Divine Son operated them, and from Her, God received the proper thanks for the graces distributed to the whole Church.
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