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The Third Kingdom

The Final Test: After Physical death, Our Enemies Will Surround Us.

Proclaim the great deeds of the Lord. He has given us a reason to live forever. But the unfortunate fact is this; most men will choose suicide after death. For you see, an ambush awaits and yet man is unaware. Such anguish is in my heart, should I seat idly by? How can I ignore, relax and do nothing! The more I know about my brother’s downfall adds fuel to the fire of my sadness. In the Lord’s Plan, as our pain and sorrow grow, so does our love. Yes, I have been given a reason to live forever. I tell you these things, so you have a reason to live and not choose suicide.

Wis 17:3 For they who supposed their secret sins were hid under the dark veil of oblivion were scattered in fearful trembling, terrified by apparitions.

17:4 For not even their inner chambers kept them fearless, for crashing sounds on all sides terrified them, and mute phantoms with somber looks appeared.
17:5 No force, even of fire, was able to give light, nor did the flaming brilliance of the stars succeed in lighting up that gloomy night.

17:10 And perished trembling, reluctant to face even the air that they could nowhere escape.

17:11 For wickedness, of its nature cowardly, testifies in its own damnation,

and because of a distressed conscience, always magnifies misfortunes.
17:12 For fear is only nothing but the surrender of the helps that come from reason;
17:14 So they, during that night, powerless though it was, that had come upon them from the recesses of a powerless nether world,

17:15 Were partly smitten by fearsome apparitions and partly stricken by their souls' surrender, for fear came upon them, sudden and unexpected.
17:17 For whether one was a farmer, or a shepherd, or a worker at tasks in the wasteland, taken unawares, he served out the inescapable sentence;

17:20 For the whole world shone with brilliant light and continued its works without interruption;

17:21 Over them alone was spread oppressive night, an image of the darkness that next should come upon them; yet they were to themselves more burdensome than the darkness. 

1) “Were scattered in fearful trembling, terrified by appari-tions”. After death, at our Final Tests, God has empowered our fallen brothers to come and surround us. They will come with great hatred and seek their revenge. They will blame us for losing everything they loved. For you see, with the dust of the world gone, they had nothing to love and thus no reason to live.

2) “For not even their inner chambers kept them fearless”. This line is a reference to a man’s three powers of his being, memory, understanding, and heart. What does a man do when everything he loves is taken away? His emotions will match the event; yes terror within.

3) “Mute phantoms with somber looks appeared”. At first the damned say nothing. But their appearance will certainly gain our attention.

4) “No force, even of fire, was able to give light”. The Final Test is depicted as occurring in the night. For you see, Christ who is the light is nowhere to be found at our Final Tests. The fire represents those that rely on their own thoughts. They are likened to men that light a torch in the dark and use that torch to light their paths. Is (50:10)
5) “Nor did the flaming brilliance of the stars succeed in lighting up that gloomy night”. The stars are a reference to Holy Angels and the 144,000. For you see, the Holy Angels and the 144,000 are to give spiritual assistance. But these men are so angry and depressed that words of love and comfort can’t alleviate or give them help. They are like thorns that can’t be handled. 2 Sm (23:6)
6) “For fear is only nothing but the surrender of the helps that come from reason”. Saint Paul says; “The fear of personal punishment causes worldly sorrow that brings death. 2 Cor (7:10) The damned grieved more for their own plight, for their own damnation, than for having offended God. True sorrow in contrast hates sin and the damage caused by sin. If we confess and give up sin, the Lord will give us true sorrow. But the one who conceals his sins at the Final Test, will only fear personal punishment (self-pity), which brings eternal damnation. Jer (28:13) With this being said, I ask you, what is sin? Sin is anything that will lead us to suicide. 
7) “So they, during that night, powerless though it was, that had come upon them from the recesses of a powerless nether world”. My dear brothers, at our Final Tests, our accusers have only the power in which God gives them. You must understand, our accusers can’t force depression and suicide upon us. 

8) “Were partly smitten by fearsome apparitions and partly stricken by their souls' surrender, for fear came upon them, sudden and unexpected”. A soul’s surrender is in fact referring to a soul’s suicide. When a man eats dirt to give him life, and when that dirt is taken away, he will fall into shock, depression, and anger. Such foolishness on man’s part when he thinks heaven will be like his earthly existence. Wakeup my dear brothers, heaven is nothing like the dirt we eat, but rather life comes from heavenly bread. 

9) “Taken unawares, he served out the inescapable sentence”. Mankind is heading for an inescapable sentence. And why is it inescapable? A soul in hell has no reason to live forever. The dirt that they were eating was taken away. The friendships that they had formed with others were destroyed when their family and friends came and hated them. Even souls in heaven can’t speak words of comfort to them and cool their anger. I assure you, their emotions will match the events that happened to them.   
10) “Over them alone was spread oppressive night”. Because the Final Test occurs after death, only those that have died have experienced this night.

11) “Yet they were to themselves more burdensome than the darkness”. At our Final Tests, God will show us our lives and the life in which we should have lived. Thus our consciences will be awakened and our consciences become more of a burden than our accusers. 

Prv 5:11 And you groan in the end, when your flesh and your body are consumed;

5:12 And you say, "Oh, why did I hate instruction, and my heart spurn reprimand!

5:13 Why did I not listen to the voice of my teachers, nor to my instructors incline my ear!

5:14 I have all but come to utter ruin, condemned by the public assembly!"
1) “When your flesh and your body are consumed”. At our Final Tests, our souls have been separated from our bodies. Thus, there is no body and flesh. However, it will become apparent how the soul is infected with sin and this sin can be described as pestilence. Visually, “pestilence” can be described as flesh and body being consumed.

2) "Oh, why did I hate instruction, and my heart spurn reprimand”! First, we must realize how God the Father has written the Natural Law upon our hearts. But God didn’t stop there, in countless number of ways, God has reprimanded us, inspired us, and sent many of His servants to us. But yet man has hated His instruction and paid little attention to His reprimand.

3) “I have all but come to utter ruin, condemned by the public assembly”! Make no mistake about it, after physical death; an assembly from hell will condemn every man.

Prv 21:16 The man who strays from the way of good sense will rest in the assembly of the dead.

1) “The assembly of the dead”. A soul can be described as dead when that soul no longer wants to keep living. They will long to die, and but they can’t have it. This definitely describes the damned in hell.
Jb 11:11 On every side terrors affright him; they assault him at each step.

11:12  Disaster is ready at his side.
1) “On every side terrors affright him”. Behold the terror, there will be no escape; our accusers will surround us.

2) “Disaster is ready at his side”. The greatest disaster that can occur to a man is when a soul no longer has a reason to live. 

Lk 19:43 For the Days shall come upon you, when your enemies will cast up a bank about you and surround you, and hem you in on every side, 

In the verse above, Jesus is speaking about the downfall of a soul at his Final Test. Many people have in error interpreted this verse as the future destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans.  

The Final Test: Who Are Our Enemies?

Jesus warns us of His mission upon the earth. In the Book of Matthew it says:

Mt 10:34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; My mission is to spread, not peace, but division.  

10:35 For I have come to set a man at odds his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 

10:36 in short, to make a man’s enemies those of his household. 
I assure you, my dear brothers, your enemies will be members of your own household. With this in mind, do I need to say anything else to motivate you?
Mi 7:6 For the son dishonors his father, the daughter rises up against her mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, and a man’s enemies are those of his household.
Lam 1:2 Bitterly she weeps at night, tears upon her cheeks, with not one to console her of all her dear ones; her friends have all betrayed her and become her enemies.
1) “With not one to console her”. All our accusers will come with vengeance and hate. There will be no exceptions. She does however have the stars in the night sky to console her, but her misery is so great, the 144,000 or the angels can’t comfort her. 

2) “Her friends have all betrayed her and become her enemies”. What is your definition of a friend? From observation, your friendships were based upon your passions and pleasures of various kinds. What I mean is this, you fulfilled your appetites through your friends. Is this friendship or rather were you using one another? And since you failed to help your friends spiritually, they will come and blame you for their downfall.

Jer 9:4 Let every one beware of his neighbor, and put no trust in any brother; for every brother is a sup-planter, and every neighbor goes about as a slanderer. (Slander is the abomination called envy.)

9:5 Every one deceives his neighbor, and no one speaks the truth; they have taught their tongue to speak lies; they commit evil and are too weary to repent. 

9:6 Heaping oppression upon oppression, and deceit upon deceit, they refuse to know Me, says the Lord.

1) The word “Sup-planter” means to supersede another by force, trickery, or treachery.

2) “Heaping oppression upon oppression, and deceit upon deceit” refers to our fallen brothers. God gives them the power to oppress and speak deceit. 

Brothers, you must understand, our enemies will do everything in their power to lead us into despair. Yes, their plan is for us to fall into depression. And depression will lead a soul into suicide and death describes a soul that no longer wants to live.    

My son, say to My people, each of you have been given a vineyard, your soul, in which your three powers of your being (Memory, understanding, and will.) is appointed worker during life. And those that work, yes seeking My truth, will find a most perfect reason to live forever. You must keep in mind that each of your vineyards is joined to your neighbors’ vineyard without any dividing lines. They are so joined together, in fact, that you cannot do good or evil for yourself without doing the same for your neighbors. Simply, you can lead others to the truth, yes a reason to live forever, or you can lead others to falsehood, yes a reason to commit suicide. 

If one of your kinsmen in any community is in need in the land, which the Lord is giving you, you shall not harden your hearts nor close your hand to him in his (Spiritual) need. Dt (15:7) If you grudge help to your needy kinsman and give him nothing; he will cry to the Lord against you and you will be held guilty. Dt (15:9)
Brothers, we were created by God to proclaim the Gospel. Mk (16:15) But, I ask you, what Gospel are we to preach? We must explain to the world that our passions and pleasures of various kinds are dirt. This dirt will eventually cause us to seek suicide. We must show the world the true food that will give us a reason to live forever. And this food is the thoughts and feelings of Christ. 

Dt 28:54 The most refined and elegant man among you will resent his brother and his beloved wife and his surviving children,

28:56 The most refined and delicate woman among you, so delicate and refined that she would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground, will resent her beloved husband and her son and daughter.

1) “The most refined and delicate woman among you”. Remind yourselves “nice” people that eat dirt have no reason to live forever, only those that contemplate Christ’s Passion have a reason to live.

Jb 20:27 The heavens shall reveal his guilt, and the earth shall rise up against him.
1) The “earth” is nothing more than clay without water. Liken the earth to a man who no longer has God’s word remaining in him. Such a man belongs to the nations in hell.  He will rise up, time and time again against us at our Final Tests.

2) “The heavens shall reveal his guilt”. Notice that “heavens” is plural. The Lord will reveal our guilt through a group of Angels. They will show us our lives and the virtues we should have practiced.

Jb 36:8 And if a man is bound in chains and caught in the cords of affliction,

36:9 then God declares to him his work and his transgressions that he is behaving arrogantly.

36:10 He (God) opens his ears to instruction, and commands that he return from sinfulness.

36:11 If he listens and serve God, he completes his days in prosperity, and his years in pleasantness.

36:12 But if he does not listen, he perish by the sword, and die without know-ledge.

1) “And if a man is bound in chains and caught in the cords of affliction”. This line is a reference to our Final Tests.

2) “Then God declares to him his work and his transgressions that he is behaving arrogantly”. From observation and countless discus-sions, every man counts himself a sinner, but these are only words, for you see he plays the hypocrite because he acts as if his camp is holy. 

Rev 3:17 For you say, ‘I am rich and affluent and have no need of anything,’ and yet do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.

3:18 I advise you to buy from me gold refined by fire so that you may be rich, and white garments to put on so that your shameful nakedness may not be exposed, and buy ointment to smear on your eyes so that you may see.
3) “He (God) opens his ears to instruction, and commands that he return from sinfulness. From the “Dialog” written by Saint Catherine.

I want you to know, dearest daughter, that white is more clearly seen next to black, and black next to white. This is how it happens to these wretches- all of them in general, but especially to these [evil ministers]. Just as the just begin to see their happiness more clearly at death, so these wretched souls are presented with the sight of their evil lives. There is no need for anyone else to show them, for their own conscience sets before them the sins they have committed and the virtues they ought to have practiced. Why the virtues? So as to shame them the more. For when vice and virtue are set side by side, vice is better known [for what it is] in contrast to virtue, and the more they know this the more ashamed they are. And in contrast to their sinful​ness they are more aware of how perfect virtue is. Thus their grief is the greater because they see that their lives are lacking in any virtue. 

And I want you to know that because of this knowledge they have of virtue and vice they see all too well the reward that follows the vir​tuous and the punishment that follows those who have wallowed in the darkness of deadly sin. 

I grant this knowledge not to lead them to despair but to lead them to perfect self-knowledge and hope filled shame over their sinfulness so that they may atone for their sins with discerning shame and placate My wrath by humbly asking for mercy.

4) “If he listens and serve God, he completes his days in prosperity, and his years in pleasantness”. This verse is a reference to those that pass their Final Tests. I say it with great sadness that only a remnant (1/10th) of baptized Christians will pass their tests.

5) “But if he does not listen, he perish by the sword, and die without knowledge”. The sword can be likened to our accusers accusations. Those that fail their Final Tests fall into a depression and their desire is to die. Thinking not aright, they think that God is against them. They had no idea that all sins can be forgiven, thus it can be said that they died without this knowledge.

Sir 26:5 Of three things my heart is afraid, and of a fourth I am frightened: The slander of a city, the gathering of a mob,
and false accusation—all these are worse than death.

1) “And false accusation”. Recognize the fact that our accusers will say many things and much of what they scream is nothing but falsehoods.

Is 3:5 And the people will oppress one another, every man his fellow and every man his neighbor; the youth will be arrogant to the elder, and the lowly to the honorable.
My dear brothers, a spirit filled with anger, and envy will lack compassion. Such a spirit lacks all kindness. You must fully understand that our accusers could easily be our family and friends. During life, they may have felt affection for us, but now in the Third Kingdom, a soul separated from God can only hate. So I ask you, when will you understand the gravity of the situation?   

Prv 6:34 For jealousy (Envy) makes a man furious, and he will not spare when he takes revenge. (Anger) 

6:35 He will accept no compensation, nor be appeased though you multiply gifts.
My dear brothers, in the next two verses, God speaks to the damned, yes our accusers, and says:

Ps 50:18 When you see thieves, you befriend them; with adulterers you throw in your lot.

50:19 You give your mouth free rein for evil; you harness your tongue to deceit.

50:20 You sits speaking against your brother, slandering the child of your own mother.
50:21 When you do these things should I be silent?
Ps 52:3 Why do you glory in evil, you scandalous liar? All day long 

52:4 you plot destruction; your tongue is like a sharpened razor, you skillful deceiver.

52:5 You love evil rather than good, lies rather than honest speech.
Brothers, what is evil? Let me say this, an evil heart wants us to fall into depression and pushes us to commit suicide. An evildoer is a man, during the daytime of life, which eats dirt and encourages others to eat dirt. 

My dear brothers, listen to the words of Christ in the following verse.

Mt 24:9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation, and put you to death; and you will be hated by all nations for My Name’s sake. 

24:10 And then many will fall away, and betray one another, and hate one another.

1) “Tribulation” is another name for the Final Test.

2) “Death” refers to soul that no longer desires to live. His heart would like to cease to exist, but he can’t.

3) “Hated by all nations” refers to the nations in hell. There are six nations: envy, anger, spiritual sloth, lust, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. Each soul, in hell, is designated to a nation. During life, the damned committed all kinds of sin, but one type of sin they excelled at. They made one of the six deadly spirits their king. In other words, you can say that each condemned soul is assigned to one of the six deadly spirits. It must be said that the seventh deadly spirit called arrogance is not a nation. All in hell wear that title.
4) “Betray one another” such is the condition that occurs at our Final Tests. Our fallen brothers will blame us for their damnation. Void of any love, they have come to take their revenge.

Put no trust in a friend, have no confidence in a companion; Mi (7:5) they all lie in wait to shed blood, each one ensnares the other. Mi (7:2)
Brothers, blood is a symbol of life. Without blood in our veins, our bodies will cease to function. The blood in which our accusers want to shed is our desire to live.  

Ps 55:12 It is not an enemy who taunts me— then I could bear it; it is not an adversary who deals arrogant with me— then I could hide from him.

55:13 But it is you, my equal, my companion, my familiar friend.

1) “But it is you, my equal, my companion, my familiar friend”. When a man fails his Final Test, he has lost the desire to live. Those that he loved have turned against him. Thinking not aright, he thinks no one loves him. Thus he concludes, “Why should I continue to live?”

Sir 37:2 Is it not a sorrow like that for death itself when a dear friend turns into an enemy? 

Sir 37:4 Some companions rejoice in the happiness of a friend, but in time of trouble are against him.
Prv 18:24 Some friends bring ruin on us, but a true friend is more loyal than a brother.

1) “A true friend is more loyal than a brother”. This line is a reference to the 144,000; yes the stars in the night sky.

Jer 20:10 For I hear many whispering. Terror is on every side! “Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” Say all my familiar friends, watching for my fall. “Perhaps he will be deceived, then we can overcome him, and take our revenge on him.” 
Brothers, is it not a sorrow unto death when your bosom companion becomes your enemy? Sir (37:2) Our family and friends, those who we love, will turn against us. They will blame and accuse us for their downfall. Do you think I am joking? Think again! Your wife, children, parents, siblings and friends will turn against you. Filled with hate and envy, they can only hate you.
Ps 7:4 LORD my God, if I am at fault in this, if there is guilt on my hands,

7:5 If I have repaid my friend with evil— I injured even those who hated me without cause—

7:6 Then let my enemy pursue and overtake me, trample my life to the ground, and leave me dishonored in the dust.

Sir 6:9 And there is a friend who changes into an enemy, and will disclose a quarrel to your disgrace.

1 Cor 14:20 Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; be babes in evil, but in thinking be mature. 

14:21 In the law it is written, “By men of strange tongues and by the lips of foreigners will I speak to this people, and even then they will not listen to Me, says the Lord.” 

14:22 Thus, tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is not for unbelievers but for believers.
1) “By men of strange tongues and by the lips of foreigners will I speak to this people”. This line is a reference to our fallen brothers in hell; yes our accusers.

2) “Even then they will not listen to Me”. This is a reference to those that have or will fail their Final Tests. They will fail to ask for the Lord’s saving right hand.
3) “While prophecy is not for unbelievers but for believers”. This book is prophesying about events after death and this prophecy is for those that believe, not unbelievers.

The Final Test: Sudden and Unexpected Disaster.

1 Thes 5:3 When people are saying, “Peace and security,” then sudden disaster comes upon them, like labor pains upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

1) “When people are saying, “Peace and security”. Jesus has warned us by saying, “For you say, ‘I am rich and affluent and have no need of anything,’ and yet do not realize that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked”. Rev (3:17) For you see, we may say to ourselves that we are sinners, but actions say we are rich and affluent and have no need of anything.  

Ps 73:18 God set them, indeed, on a slippery road; He hurled them down to ruin.

73:19 How suddenly they are devastated; they are completely wasted away amid horrors!
1) “God set them, indeed, on a slippery road”. Let it be known that the God scatters the proud. Lk (1:51) With His great knowledge the LORD makes men unlike; in different paths He has them walk. Sir (33:11) For God has dominion over life and death; He leads down to the gates of the nether world, and lead back. Wis (16:13) You know, O LORD, that man is not master of his way; man’s course is not within his choice, nor is it for him to direct his step. Jer (10:23)

2) “He hurled them down to ruin”. When a man only loves his passions and pleasures of various kinds, and when he loses them, from his perspective, there is no greater ruin.
Is 47:11 But evil shall come upon you, for which you cannot atone; disaster shall fall upon you, which you will not be able to expiate; and ruin shall come on you suddenly, of which you know nothing.
1) “Of which you know nothing”. Prophecy is not for unbelievers but for believers. Jesus has warned us by saying, “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, and those who enter through it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few”. Mt (7:12) Let me say this, only believers understand this prophecy, and unbelievers know nothing.
Lk 21:34 “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that Day catch you by surprise
21:35 like a trap. For that Day will assault everyone who lives on the face of the earth.
1) “Hearts” For where your treasure is, there also will your “heart” be. Lk (12:34) ‘You fool, “this night” your life will be demanded of you; and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’ Lk (12:34) Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich in what matters to God.” Lk (12:21) For life is more than food and the body more than clothing. Lk (12:23)

2) “This night” refers to the Final Test. Recall the words of Christ; “We have to do the works of the One who sent Me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work.” Jn (9:4)
3) “That Day” appears 260 times in the Revised Standard addition of the Bible. Most of the time it refers to the Final Test, but also refers to the Second Woe, or it can refer to the Battle at Armageddon, or even the Final Judgment. 

4) “Everyone who lives on the face of the earth” refers to those that lived their lives in the flesh, rather than the spirit. Brothers, man is made from clay. Without the water in the clay, what do you have? I say to you, you have only earth. Such is the man who has rejected God’s words. His clay is now earth. Listen to what I am saying, woe to the inhabitants of the earth. Thus they have lived life in the flesh and have no experience with the spirit.
No one repents, saying, “What have I done?” Everyone keeps on running his course. Jer (8:6) 

Mt 24:45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his Master has set over his household, to give them their food at the proper time? 

24:46 Blessed is that servant whom his Master when he comes will find so doing.

24:47 Truly, I say to you, He will set him over all His possessions. 

24:48 But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My Master is delayed,’ 

24:49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, and eats and drinks with the drunken, 

24:50 the Master of that servant will come on a Day when he does not expect Him and at an hour he does not know, 
24:51 and will punish him, and put him with the hypocrites; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.

1) “Food” refers to God’s word. “It is written: One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.” Mt (4:4) Yes, my dear brothers, we have an obligation to feed our brothers the Lord’s word. The Father has declared that we must become our brother’s keepers. Gn (4:9)

2) “To give them their food at the proper time”? The 144,000 will supply the elect, at their Final Tests, a reason to live forever, yes they will give the elect food to keep them alive.  
3) “He will set him over all His possessions” is a reference to the Seven Spirits of God. The beauty of heaven is not the place, but rather sharing in the thoughts and feelings of Christ. In Christ the fullness of God resides in bodily form. Ours is a share of this fullness, in Him. Col (2:9)

4) “The Master of that servant will come on a Day when he does not expect Him”. God’s justice determines the day we physically die.  
In the Book of Proverbs is another example of sudden and unexpected disaster.

Prv 24:30 I passed by the field of a lazy man, by the vineyard of a man without sense; 

24:31 and lo, it was all overgrown with thorns; the ground was covered with nettles, and its stone wall was broken down. 

24:32 Then I saw and considered it; I looked and received instruction. 

24:33 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 

24:34 and poverty will come upon you like a thief, and want like an armed man.

1) “Nettles” are defined as any prickly or stinging plants.

2) “Thorns” and nettles symbolize a man’s idol ness. This sin is called spiritual laziness, one of the seven deadly spirits. See chapter 5, Deadly Spirit Of Spiritual Laziness. 

3) “A thief” illustrates in a worldly way the term sudden and unexpected.  
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Nettles

Jer 18:11 And now, tell this to the men of Judah and the citizens of Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: Take care! I am fashioning evil against you and making a Plan. Return, each of you, from his evil way; reform your ways and your deeds.

18:12 But they will say, “No use! We will follow our own devices; each one of us will behave according to the stubborn-ness of his evil heart!”
1) “I am fashioning evil against you and making a Plan”. In the same way that Jews were conquered at Jerusalem by the Babylonians, God has empowered the armies of hell to conquer many. Evil is a reference to all those that want to do us everlasting harm.

2) “We will follow our own devices”. Yes, men follow their own person-al passions.

3) “Stubbornness” can be described as a wall around our hearts. Thus creating a bier that causes the word of the Lord to bounce off. Remember, we are being judged moment by moment by God’s justice. This wall and its thickness is a consequence of the weight and number of our sins.

Ps 10:6 They say in their hearts, “We will never fall; never will we see misfortune.”

1) “Never will we see misfortune”. This statement is so true because men do not understand their spiritual condition. In addition, men think that their actions don’t deserve the punishments of hell. For you see they don’t see how their actions will lead them to suicide after death. 

Brothers, examine the words that pertain to sudden and unexpected. Notice how Scripture veils the message. I want you to know, only the worldly man, the one who is not prepared, finds death sudden and unexpected. On the other hand, those who are prepared for his Masters arrival will not physically die suddenly. This man’s last thoughts will be of the Lord. Let no one lead you astray, for I’m not joking, if you were to make God first in your lives, God’s Seven Spirits, in which you share, will inform you of your physical death.

The Final Test: Our Enemies Will Accuse Us. 

Is 5:26 He (He refers to God.) will give a signal to a far-off nation, and whistle to them from the ends of the earth; speedily and promptly will they come.

5:27 None of them will stumble with weariness, none will slumber and none will sleep. None will have his waist belt loose, nor the thong of his sandal broken.

5:28 Their arrows are sharp, and all their bows are bent. The hoofs of their horses seem like flint, and their chariot wheels like the hurricane.

5:29 Their roar is that of the lion, like the lion’s whelps they roar; they growl and seize the prey, they carry it off and none will rescue it.
5:30 They will roar over it, on that Day, with a roaring like that of the sea. And if one looks to the land, behold, darkness and distress; and the light is darkened by its clouds.

1) The “far-off nation” symbolizes our accusers. They will come from the “ends of the earth”. As I have said before, clay void of water is nothing but earth. Hell is not a place, but rather a soul without a reason to live. 

2) “Their arrows are sharp” refers to our enemies accusations.

Ps 64:4 They sharpen their tongues like swords, who aim like arrows their bitter words.

3) “Their roar is that of the lion” symbolizes the power in their accusations. Imagine yourselves faced with an attacking lion. A lion’s terrifying roar paralyzes its victim with fear, making it helpless before the lion’s charge. Then the pounce, the tearing, and death are inevitable.
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4) “Seize the prey”, describes in a worldly way those men who fail their Final Tests.

5) “None will rescue it”. I assure there is no return for the man who fails his Final Test. When the spirit has come away, it does not return, nor can He bring back the soul once it is confined. Wis (16:14)
6) “The light is darkened by its clouds” Light is a symbol of love. Darkness is a symbol of anger, envy and revenge. However since this darkness is caused by a man’s fallen family and friends, he becomes deeply depressed. For you see, those in which he loved are now his enemies.   

Jb 15:21 The sound of terrors is in his ears; when all is prosperous, the spoiler comes upon him.

15:22 He despairs of escaping the darkness, and looks ever for the sword;
15:23 A wanderer, food for the vultures, he knows that his destruction is imminent.

15:24 By day the darkness fills him with dread; distress and anguish overpower him. 
15:25 Because he has stretched out his hand against God and declared disobedience to the Almighty.

1) “All is prosperous” illustrates how mankind has no idea of the Final Test.

2) “Spoiler” refers to our enemies. In their hate and envy, they want us to despair and commit suicide.

3) “He despairs of escaping the darkness”. What will men do when their reason for living turns to darkness? Can a man live without being loved? Depression is caused when a man feels the world is against him. In essence he feels unloved.   
4) “Looks ever for the sword”. Depression is a very serious emotion. When a man no longer desires to live, this condition is called death. Thus in a manner of speaking he looks for the sword to end his life.

5) “Food for the vultures”, describes in a worldly way the anger, and envy of our enemies.

6) “By day the darkness fills him.” The key word in this verse is day. The day refers to the period before a soul’s damnation. At this time, God is still guarding his soul while his accusers vent their accusations.

7) “Distress and anguish overpower him”. When a soul no longer desires to continue living, distress and anguish have over powered him. 

Lam 2:16 Your enemies open their mouths in chorus against you; they whistle and grind their teeth; they say, ‘We have swallowed her up. This is the Day we were waiting for; at last we have seen it!’ 
1) “Your enemies open their mouths in chorus against you”. All souls in hell hate each other, but they do unite when it comes to revenge.

2) “This is the Day we were waiting for”. When a man fails his Final Test, his depression is so great he doesn’t want to live. He has lost everything including the will to live. But since he can’t cease to exist, his depression causes anger. He would like to attack God if he could, but he can’t. So the next best thing is to attack God’s people. Simply, revenge is his food. 
Prv 18:17 The man who pleads his case first seems to be in the right; then his opponent comes and puts him to the test.
1) “The man who pleads his case first seems to be in the right”. So ask yourselves this question, have you done anything that deserves hell? Most people will answer no, because they will feel in the right. 

2) “Then his opponent comes and puts him to the test”. At their Final Tests, men will find out how foolish they have been. Their accusers will come with great vengeance and put them to the test. And what test is this? To pass the Final Test, a man must have a reason to live forever. Such a man will clearly see the damage his sins have caused and ask for God’s saving right hand, yes His Mercy.  

The Final Test: Our Enemies Can Be Likened To Israel’s Enemies. 

My dear brothers, in the Old Testament, God sent the prophets to declared to Israel and Judah their sins. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Amos, and Micah prophesied against Israel, its people, priests, and kings. They were alone in their attacks because no one believed them. As history shows Israel and Judah failed to heed the warnings. It was through the prophets that God warned His people about their sins. God also forewarned His people the coming punishment if they failed to change their ways. Since they didn’t listen, God sent their enemies from the north and they destroyed their cities and the people themselves. 

My dear brothers, I am here to warn you, as the prophets warned Israel and Judah, you also have enemies. The Final Test is a storm very near by. In the same way as Israel and Jerusalem were destroyed, your lives are also at stake. 
In the following verses, in the Book of Ezekiel, is another example of the Final Test.

Ez 23:22 Therefore, O Oholibah, thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, I will rouse against you your lovers from whom you turned in disgust, and I will bring them against you from every side: 

23:23 the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans, Pekod and Shoa and Koa, and all the Assyrians with them, desirable young men, governors and commanders all of them, officers and warriors, all of them riding on horses. 

23:24 And they shall come against you from the north with chariots and wagons and a host of peoples; they shall set themselves against you on every side with buckler, shield, and helmet, and I will commit the judgment to them, and they shall judge you according to their judgments.
1) “Behold, I will rouse against you your lovers from whom you turned in disgust”. Who are our lovers? Are they not, arrogance, anger, envy, lust, spiritual laziness, excessive pleasure and excessive wealth? In life, our lovers deceived us. But this will not be the case at our Final Tests. We will turn in disgust.
2) “And I will bring them against you from every side”. Behold, our fallen brothers will surround and accuse us. Where will we turn? 
3) Assyrians- The heartland of Assyria lay around the Upper Tigris River. Its capitol city was Nineveh. In the same way Israel had enemies, every man after death will be face with an army of enemies. 

4) Chaldeans- The name of the inhabitants, in S Babylonia. 

5)  Pekod- Religious scholars speculate that Pekod was a place in Babylon. They also are puzzled with Shoa and Koa. 

6) Babylonians, Assyrians, and Chaldeans were responsible for the defeat of Israel and Judah in the Old Testament. Scripture uses the term “peoples of the north”. And why is this term used? In the hearts of our accusers, they say to themselves, “I will scale the heavens; above the stars of God I will set up my throne; I will take my seat on the Mount of Assembly, in the recesses of the North. I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will be like the Most High! Is (14:13)
7) Oholibah is a symbolic name given to Jerusalem in the Book of Ezekiel. Ez (23:4)
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Brothers, I want you to know, the prophesies in Scripture are in fact describing, in a worldly way, the Final Test. The destruction of Jerusalem is in actuality speaking about us. The Lord finds no joy in our suicides; but rather His joy is to have a reason to live forever.     

Ez 16:37 I will now gather together all your lovers whom you tried to please, whether you loved them or loved them not; I will gather them against you from all sides and expose you naked for them to see.

1) “All your lovers” symbolize the seven deadly spirits. As I have said to you before, for where our treasure is, there also will our heart be. Lk (12:34) Does lust, wealth, and pleasures rule our hearts? Our lovers will bear witness against us at our Final Tests.  
2) “Naked” refers to life without virtues. We were born into the world naked; if we are foolish, we will leave in the same way! 
Brothers, ask yourselves, if you knew your life would end tomorrow, would any of what you hold on too be so important? What will you do when everything you love is taken away? I say it with sadness, man goes from one whim to another, and his “gods” are as numerous as his cities. Jer (11:13) 

In the Book of Jeremiah is another example of the enemy racing from the north.  

Jer 1:15 Lo, I am summoning all the kingdoms of the north, says the LORD; each king shall come and set up his throne at the gateways of Jerusalem, opposite her walls all around and opposite all the cities of Judah. 

1:16 I will pronounce My sentence against them for all their wickedness in forsaking Me, and in burning incense to strange gods and adoring their own handiwork.

1) “Each king” refers to each abomination. Arrogance, anger, envy, spiritual laziness, excessive pleasure, and excessive wealth. A king rules each soul, in hell. During life, the damned committed all kinds of sin, but one type of sin they excelled at. They made one of the six deadly spirits their king. In other words, you can say that each condemned soul is assigned to one of the six deadly spirits. It must be said that the seventh deadly spirit called arrogance is not a nation. All in hell wear that title.
Dt 28:36 “The Lord will bring you, and your king whom you set over you, to a nation that neither you nor your fathers have known; and there you shall serve other gods, of wood and stone. 

2) “Each king shall come and set up his throne at the gateways of Jerusalem”. At a man’s Final Test, his enemies will expose his crimes. Our accusers will be up close and personal.

3) “Jerusalem” can be likened to a man’s soul. 

4) “Her walls” refers to a man’s arrogance. But these walls will not save him. Listen to what I am saying; if we feel safe behind the walls of our thoughts, we can liken this as our fortress, and it will fall at our Final Tests.
5) “In burning incense to strange gods and adoring their own hand-iwork” pertains to the violating of the First Commandment. If we make one thing more important than our brother’s salvation, we violate the First Commandment. (Thou shall not have strange gods before Me.)
Ps 144:8 Their mouths speak untruth; their right hands are raised in lying oaths.

Brothers, our enemies in their anger and envy, will spare no effort in their attacks. I assure you, expect lies. 

Ps 25:19 Behold, my enemies are many, see how fiercely they hate me.
Brothers, with furious hate our enemies will attack. That is why Scripture says, many hearts shall fail, hands shall fall helpless, spirits shall be afraid, and knees shall run with water. Ex (21:12) 
Prv 16:4 The LORD has made everything for His own ends, even the wicked for the evil Day. 

1) The “wicked” refer to our accusers who failed their Final Tests. 

2) The “evil Day” refers to the Final Test.
Brothers, our enemies have the power to accuse because God has given them the power. 

Jb 18:11 Terrors frighten him on every side, and chase him at his heels.

18:12 His strength is hunger-bitten, and calamity is ready for his stumbling.
1) “Hunger-bitten” refers to a man without a reason to live forever. The dirt he was eating was taken away. “It is written: One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.” Mt (4:4) We need a reason to live forever, and that reason can be found eating the bread of life.

2) “His stumbling”. The word of God is called a stumbling stone. 1 Pt (2:8) 
Ps 3:2 How many are my foes, LORD!  How many rise against me!

3:3 How many say of me, “God will not save that one.” 

1) “How many rise against me! Let me remind you again, we are our brother’s spiritual keepers. Gn (4:9) Spiritual laziness is a serious sin. Our fallen brothers will be many. Yes, our family, our friends, and our neighbors. 

2) “My foes” refer to our brothers that have and will fail their Final Tests. Lucifer and his fallen angels will also be there. In their anger and envy, our enemy’s goal is to have us fall into depression. They will say, “God will not save that one.” 
Ps 17:10 My ravenous enemies press upon me; they close their hearts, they fill their mouths with proud roaring.
17:11 Their steps even now encircle me; they watch closely, keeping low to the ground,

17:12 Like lions eager for prey, like young lions lurking in ambush.
1) “They close their hearts” to compassion and mercy. Why? Because their branches have been separated from the vine. In the Gospel of John, Christ has this to say; “I am the Vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in Me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without Me you can do nothing. Jn (15:5) Thus separated from Christ; our enemies are separated from a reason to live.
2) “Lions” refer to the power of our enemy’s accusations. Yes their arrogant roaring.
3) “Ambush”! Look around you, who is aware of the Final Test? No one, I say. Mankind has no idea that God has given hell the power to accuse.
Ps 18:4 The cords of death encircles me, the flood of destruction overwhelms me;

18:5 the cords of Sheol entangled me; the snares of death overtook me.
1) “Sheol” is a biblical term for the netherworld; yes hell.

Ps 57:4 I lie in the midst of lions that greedily devour the sons of men; their teeth are spears and arrows, their tongues sharp swords.
1) “Greedily devour the sons of men” describes the triumph of our enemies over many of our brothers. The sons refer to the actions of a man; yes his offspring. Behold, our enemies have been given the power by God because of our crimes. Listen to what I am saying, the more crimes we have, the greater the power the enemy has over us.



Define Fire, Sword and Arrow.

Fire, sword and arrow refer to the spoken word. The following verses illustrate this concept.

Is not My word like fire, says the Lord, like a hammer shattering rocks? Jer (23:29)

Ps 64:4 They sharpen their tongues like swords, who aim like arrows their bitter words.

Jer 9:7 A murderous arrow is his tongue, his mouth utters deceit; he speaks cordially with his friends, but in his heart he lays an ambush!

Heb 4:12 Indeed, the word of God is living and effective, sharper than any two-edged sword. It penetrates and divides soul and Spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the reflections and thoughts of the heart.

Rev 19:15 Out of His (Jesus) mouth came a sharp sword to strike the nations. He will rule them with an iron rod, and He Himself will tread out in the wine press the wine of the fury and wrath of God the almighty.

My dear brothers, the spoken word is symbolized by fire, sword and arrow. Notice the strength portrayed by these words. During life, the words of the Lord bounce off arrogant walls that surround our hearts, but after death, His words will behave very differently. They will have the strength of fire, sword and arrows.


The Final Test: No One Sees The Ambush, Or The Trap, Or The Snare!

Ps 17:11 Their steps even now encircle me; they watch closely, keeping low to the ground,

17:12 Like lions eager for prey, like young lions lurking in ambush.
Ps 56:7 They hide together in ambush; they watch my every step; they lie in wait for my life.

Ps 64:1 Hear my voice, O God, in my complaint; preserve my life from dread of the enemy, 

64:2 hide me from the secret plots of the wicked, from the scheming of evildoers,

64:3 who sharpen their tongues like swords, who aim bitter words like arrows,

64:4 shooting from ambush at the blameless, shooting at him suddenly and without fear. 

64:5 They hold fast to their evil purpose; they talk of laying snares secretly, thinking, “Who can see us?

1) “Shooting from ambush at the blameless”. The Final Test occurs to everyone, including the 144,000. The difference being, the 144,000 are not afraid.

Prv 12:6 The words of the wicked (Those in hell.) are a deadly ambush. 

Brothers, this I say is no joking matter; just imagine spending eternity with those that set a snare for you and you a trap for them.
Brothers, let me remind you, the eyes of the flesh can’t see the coming storm, but your spiritual eyes can. God finds no joy in the suicide of anyone. An ambush, a snare, and secret plots are on the way. We need to be prepared. Are you prepared?

Brothers, if you indulge yourselves in the seven deadly sins of arrogance, anger, envy, spiritual laziness, lust, excessive wealth and excessive pleasure, then your enemies shall prevail.

Jb 18:5 “Yea, the light of the wicked is put out, and the flame of his fire does not shine.
18:6 The light is dark in his tent, the lamp that gives him light cease to shine. 

18:7 His vigorous stride loses its power, his own counsel shall cast him down.

18:8 For he is cast into a net by his own feet, and he wanders into a pitfall.

18:9 A trap seizes him by the heel, a snare lays hold of him.

18:10 A rope is hid for him in the ground, a trap for him in the path.

1) “The light of the wicked is put out”. Light is a symbol of God’s Seven Spirits. And since God is love, light can also be symbolized as love. When a man fails his Final Test, he no longer wants to live. We can call this darkness.
2) “His own counsel shall cast him down”. A man needs a good reason for living. If he has counseled himself into thinking God does not love him, he will desire death.
3) “A trap seizes him by the heel, a snare lays hold of him”. Thinking not aright, he chooses not to live. The choice he made was a trap; he can’t end his life. 
My dear brothers, consider my question, what gives the world its beauty? Is it not love? How obvious it is, without love we experience only depression. 

Brothers, it may seem calm to you now, but a storm is on the way. Your “flesh” is unaware of the danger; your enemies have laid a trap. A rope is hid on the ground, a trap for you on your path. Just because you can’t feel the spiritual danger, doesn’t mean that the danger doesn’t exist.
Consider my question, do you know why the flesh feels no danger? My dear brothers, all the ways of a man may be pure in his own eyes, Prv (16:2) his way may seem right, however, he is blind his way leads to death. Prv (14:12)
Ps 57:7 They have set a trap for my feet; my soul is bowed down; they have dug a pit before me. 

Ps 140:6 The arrogant have set a trap for me; villains have spread a net, laid snares for me by the wayside.

Jer 4:10 “Alas! Lord GOD,” they will say, “You only deceived us when you said: Peace shall be yours; for the sword touches our very soul.”

1) “You only deceived us” refers to how the Lord lies to those that live in the flesh. And how does God lie? He gives us the feeling that our camps are in no danger. 

Brothers; the man who sees the ambush and fails to warn his brothers, is a man without compassion!

Is 8:13 But with the LORD of many make your alliance— for Him be your fear and your awe.

8:14 Yet He shall be a snare, an obstacle and a stumbling stone to both the houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to those who dwell in Jerusalem; 

8:15 And many among them shall stumble and fall, broken, snared, and captured.

1) “Both the houses of Israel”. God foretells the breakup of Christian-ity in the Old Testament. When the tribes of Israel separated themselves from Judah, God was speaking about future events. Judah represents Catholics; Ben-jamin represents the Greek Orthodox Church and the tribe of Ephraim and the other tribes that followed her represent the countless Protestant denomin-ations.   
2) “Stumbling stone” is God’s word. 1 Pt (2:8) 
Sir 32:15 He who studies the law masters it, but the hypocrite finds it a trap.
1) “Hypocrite” is defined by the dictionary as a person who puts on a false appearance of virtue or religion. 

Is 24:17 Terror, pit, and trap are upon you, inhabitants of the earth; (Those who live in the flesh.)

24:18 He who flees at the sound of terror will fall into the pit; he who climbs out of the pit will be caught in the trap.
My dear brothers take note, Scripture is forewarning us; if we fall victim to our passions and pleasures of various kinds, we will fail our Final Tests, and there will be no escape. 

Eccl 9:12 Man no more knows his own time than fish taken in the fatal net, or birds trapped in the snare; like these the children of men are caught when the evil time falls suddenly upon them.

1) We can liken the worldly to “fish” without a ruler. Brothers, the Lord made man like the fish of the sea, like creeping things without a ruler. Hb (1:14) The Lord is calling; “Come after Me and I will make you fishers of men.” Mt (4:18)

2) Liken the worldly to the “birds”. These are the souls that neither sow nor reap. Mt (6:26) My point to you is this; the worldly man neither sows nor reaps any virtue.
3) “Like these the children of men are caught when the evil time falls suddenly upon them”. This line is a reference to the Final Test.

Lk 21:34 “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that Day (Refers to the Final Test.) catch you by surprise

21:35 like a trap. For that Day will assault everyone who lives on the face of the earth.
21:36 Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength to escape the tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man.”

1) “Everyone who lives on the face of the earth” refers to the worldly. Man is made from clay and without the water; you have only earth. Yes, earth is what you have if you forsake the living waters of God’s word.

2) “The strength to escape”. The only escape is to know that Jesus, the Word of God, cares for us deeply. Without this spiritual knowledge, we will fall into deep depression and thus no longer want to live. 
3) The “tribulations” refer to the distress of being surrounded by those that hate us.
4) “To stand before the Son of Man.” The 144,000 are also called “Son of Man”. The 144,000 are like stars in the night sky. They give spiritual encouragement to souls at their Final Tests. The elect ask for God’s saving mercy and thus will stand in the presence of the 144,000. 
Ps 66:10 You tested us, O God, tried us as silver tried by fire. 

66:11 You led us into a snare; You bound us at the waist as captives.

1) “By fire” can be likened to the strength of our accusers accusa-tions.

2) “You led us into a snare”. Its no joke, God has planned it from the beginning. God is the One who creates the snare and trap.
Sir 31:5 The lover of gold will not be free from sin, for he who pursues wealth is led astray by it.

31:6 Many have been ensnared by gold, though destruction lay before their eyes;

31:7 It is a stumbling block to those who are avid for it, a snare for every fool.

1) “Many have been ensnared by gold”. If our reason for living for tomorrow is the dirt of the earth, we will find only heartache. Yes, depression, and suicidal death.

My dear brothers, consider my questions? Is a bird brought to earth by a snare when there is no bate for it? Does a snare spring up from the ground with out catching anything? Am (3:5) True, the world’s glitter is very enticing, but yet this gate or pathway leads to a trap. Like red wine, when it sparkles in the glass, it goes down smoothly, but in the end it bites like a serpent. Prv (23:31)

Brothers, what is the trap that we must see and avoid? It’s our passions and pleasures of various kinds. Our passions give us a reason to live today, but how about tomorrow? See the trap? Our passions seem to give us a reason to live, but that’s not the case. We need a real reason to live for eternity.

The Final Test: Despair Of Escaping The Misfortune.

Sir 2:13 Woe to the faint heart, for it has no trust! Therefore it will not be sheltered. 

2:14 Woe to you who have lost your endurance! What will you do when the Lord punishes you?

1) “Woe to the faint heart, for it has no trust”! If a man comes to the conclusion that God has no love for him, his heart will fall into a deep depression. For you see he knew nothing about God’s love, thus he placed no trust in God’s Mercy. 

2) “What will you do when the Lord punishes you”? The greatest punishment that can occur to a worldly man is to take away his passions and appetites. Then God will match this event with a proper emotion. Yes, the worldly man’s food is taken away. His reason to live no longer exists. Depression and anger fills his heart, the emotion matches his lose. 

My dear brothers, God will always give His reasons for a soul’s suicide. So I say to you, seek the Lord while He may be found. 

Is 2:26 “As a thief is shamed when caught, so the house of Israel shall be shamed: they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets,
1) The “house of Israel” refers to both houses, Catholics and Protestants. (See Second King-dom.)

2) The “priests” refer to the three powers of our being. The power of our memories are to hold onto the Lord’s word, the power of our minds is to understand His word, and the power of our hearts are to implement His word.

3) The “kings” refer to the seven deadly spirits in which ruled over a man’s life.

4) The “prophets” refer to the false prophets in a man. Such men take refuge in their prophecy, which are nothing but lies.

5) “Its princes” are the children of the kings. Let me say this, a king represents one or more of the seven deadly spirits, arrogance, anger, envy, spiritual laziness, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. Such a man who is ruled by the seven deadly spirits will give birth to many sins.

Jb 22:10 Therefore snares are round about you, and sudden terror overwhelms you;

22:11 your light is darkened, so that you cannot see, and a flood of water covers you.

1) “Your light is darkened” des-cribes in an earthly way a man that fails his Final Test. His heart is filled with depression and anger and he no longer loves himself or anyone else.

2) “Flood of water covers you”. This describes in visual way the flood of accusations that will overwhelm most of our brothers. 
1 Thes 5:2 For you yourselves know well that the Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. (Refers to the Final Test.)
5:3 When people say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as sudden pain comes upon a woman with child, and there will be no escape. 

Ps 141:6 When the wicked (worldly) are given over to those who shall condemn them, then they shall learn that the word of the Lord is true.
Brothers, who are the wicked? It doesn’t take much to be called wicked by the Lord. Each of us has a spiritual obligation to one another. It we fail this obligation and indulged our passions and appetites, we are truly wicked.

My dear brothers, the warnings found in Scripture should not be taken lightly. One day you shall learn the word of the Lord is true. 

Wis 17:11 For wickedness, of its nature cowardly, testifies in its own damnation, and because of a distressed conscience, always magnifies misfortunes.

17:12 For fear is only nothing but the surrender of the helps that come from reason;
17:14 So they, during that night, powerless though it was, that had come upon them from the recesses of a powerless nether world.

Brothers, I want you to know, hell has no real power. What power it has, the Lord has given it. Do not fear, my dear brothers, hell has no power over a man who has a reason to live forever. 

My son, say to My people, the worldly during their lives, have remembered Me as distant and intangible God that was not alive in their hearts. You see; flesh and blood cannot inherit the Plan of God. 1 Cor  (15:50) To live in the flesh is to live a lie. The flesh is ignorant of My ways, and fails to understand My thoughts. Without My word, man for his entire splendor, resembles the beast of the field. Do you see how the worldly and the beast of the field have a common bond? The worldly man and the beast live their lives with their stomachs. This is a grievous evil, that you live your lives by your passions and pleasures of various kinds, yes you worship the “beast”. You resemble the beast in which you give honor. 
Brothers, did you know that the beast of the field, yes animals of every kind do not need a reason to live forever? For you see, God makes them dumb and their emotions are void of depression. Do animals commit suicide? If you take sorrow out of death, you take love out of life. Love and life are the same; we need a reason to live forever. 

The Final Test: Our Accusers Have The Strength Like A Lion.

Ps 7:1 O Lord my God, in You do I take refuge; save me from all my pursuers, and deliver me, 

7: 2 lest like a lion they rend me, dragging me away, with none to rescue.

Ps 10:8 He sits in ambush in the villages; in hiding places he murders the innocent. His eyes stealthily watch for the hapless,

10:9 he lurks in secret like a lion in his covert; he lurks that he may seize the poor, he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net.

10:10 The hapless is crushed, sinks down, and falls by his might.

1) The “poor” in this case is a reference to those who are not rich in virtues.

Ps 11:11 They track me down; now they surround me; they set their eyes to cast me to the ground.

11:12 They are like a lion eager to tear, as a young lion lurking in ambush.
Ps 22:12 Many bulls encompass me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me;

22:13 they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion.
22:14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax, it is melted within my breast;

Ps 22:20 Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the power of the dog!

22:21 Save me from the mouth of the lion, my afflicted soul from the horns of the wild oxen!

1) “Dog”. The Book of Proverbs says, “As the dog returns to his vomit, so the fool repeats his folly”. Prv (26:11)
Prv 20:2 The dread of the king is as when a lion roars; he who incurs His anger forfeits his life.

1) “The dread of the king is as when a lion roars”. My dear brothers, the king represents some passion or appetite that rules over our lives. During the daytime of life, our “kings” were our passions and pleasures of various kinds. After death, our “kings” will turn against us. Yes, our consciences will hear the roar of our foolishness.

Prv 22:13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside! I shall be slain in the streets!” 
1) “The sluggard” is a man that made the deadly spirit of spiritual laziness his king.

Prv 26:13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road! There is a lion in the streets!” 

26:14 As a door turns on its hinges, so does a sluggard on his bed.

1) “As a door turns on its hinges, so does a sluggard on his bed”. My dear brothers, how is a man going to squirm out of this one, yes can he wiggle out from under his Final Test?

Sir 28:23 Those who forsake the Lord will fall into its power; it will burn among them and will not be put out. It will be sent out against them like a lion; like a leopard it will mangle them. 

Is 5:27 None is weary, none stumbles, none slumbers or sleeps, not a waistcloth is loose, not a sandal-thong broken; 

5:28 their arrows are sharp, all their bows bent, their horses’ hoofs seem like flint, and their wheels like the whirlwind. 

5:29 Their roaring is like a lion, like young lions they roar; they growl and seize their prey, they carry it off, and none can rescue. 

5:30 They will growl over it on that Day, like the roaring of the sea. And if one look to the land, behold, darkness and distress; and the light is darkened by its clouds.

Brothers, where is your thirst? The sheep have been scattered; the wolves make easy prey of them. Hide not your love; complain to the Lord and say, “my God, my God, why have you forsaken me. My heart is crushed because Your sheep are scattered with no one to lead them”. 

Is 38:12 My dwelling is plucked up and removed from me like a shepherd’s tent; like a weaver I have rolled up my life; he cuts me off from the loom; from day to night you bring me to an end; 

38:13 I cry for help until morning; like a lion he breaks all my bones; from day to night You (You refers to God.) do bring me to an end. 

38:14 Like a swallow or a crane I clamor, I moan like a dove. My eyes are weary with looking upward. O Lord, I am oppressed; be my security! 

38:15 But what can I say? For He (God) has spoken to me, and He Himself has done it. All my sleep has fled because of the bitterness of my soul. 
Jer 4:7 A lion has gone up from his thicket, a destroyer of nations has set out; he has gone forth from his place to make your land a waste; your cities will be ruins without inhabitant.

Jer 5:5 I will go to the great, and will speak to them; for they know the way of the Lord, the law of their God.” But they all alike had broken the yoke; they had burst the bonds. 

5:6 Therefore a lion from the forest shall slay them, a wolf from the desert shall destroy them. A leopard is watching against their cities, every one who goes out of them shall be torn in pieces; because their transgressions are many, their rebellions are great.

1) “But they all alike had broken the yoke; they had burst the bonds”. Mankind is guilty of disobeying the Laws of God. This also includes the Natural Law.

Jer 12:7 “I (I refers to God.) have forsaken My house, I have abandoned My heritage; I have given the beloved of My soul into the hands of her enemies. 

12:8 My heritage has become to Me like a lion in the forest, she has lifted up her voice against Me; therefore I hate her.
1) “My heritage has become to Me like a lion in the forest, she has lifted up her voice against Me; therefore I hate her”. Note how God can hate his creation. “Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?” says the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob but I have hated Esau. Mal (1:2)
My dear brothers, we have been chosen by God to experience a reason to live forever. 

Lam 3:1 I am the man who has seen affliction under the rod of God’s wrath; 

3:2 He has driven and brought me into darkness without any light; 

3:3 surely against me He turns His hand again and again the whole day long.

3:4 He has made my flesh and my skin waste away, and broken my bones;

3:5 He (He refers to God.) has besieged and enveloped me with bitterness and tribulation;

3:6 He has made me dwell in darkness like the dead of long ago. (Refers to the fallen angels.)
3:7 He has walled me about so that I cannot escape; He has put heavy chains on me;

3:8 though I call and cry for help, He shuts out my prayer;

3:9 He has blocked my ways with cut stones, he has made my paths crooked.

3:10 He is to me like a bear lying in wait, like a lion in hiding;

3:11 He led me off my way and tore me to pieces; He has made me desolate;

1) “Though I call and cry for help, He shuts out my prayer”. If a man fears punishment but yet he is not sorry for the damage that his sins have caused, his cry for help will go unheard.

2) “He has blocked my ways with cut stones”. The Ten Commandments were carved out of rock by the hands of God. Two tablets made of cut stone contained the way to the truth. Go against these Laws and these Laws will block our way to safety. 

3) “He is to me like a bear lying in wait, like a lion in hiding”. A man’s perception of God is directly related on how he has lived his life. A man who has found the reason to live forever will not see God as a lion hiding but rather a loving spouse.      

Hos 13:4 I am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt; you know no God but Me, and besides Me there is no Savior. 

13:5 It was I who knew you in the wilderness, in the land of drought; 

13:6 but when they had fed to the full, they were filled, and their heart was lifted up; therefore they forgot Me. 

13:7 So I will be to them like a lion, like a leopard I will lurk beside the way. 

13:8 I will fall upon them like a bear robbed of her cubs, I will tear open their breast, and there I will devour them like a lion, as a wild beast would rend them. 

13:9 I will destroy you, O Israel; who can help you? 

13:10 Where now is your king, to save you; where are all your princes, to defend you— those of whom you said, “Give me a king and princes”? 

13:11 I have given you kings in My anger, and I have taken them away in My wrath.
1) “I am the Lord your God from the land of Egypt”. Truly, we were born into the world as slaves to our passions and pleasures of various kinds. God sent his word into our lives to lead us from slavery, but we first must pass through the desert (spiritual dryness) to the land of milk and honey. And what is this promise Land? Yes, it’s the thoughts and emotions of Christ.

2) “They were filled, and their heart was lifted up; therefore they forgot Me”. In prosperity, when everything is going relatively well, do we think of how these things give us a reason to live forever? 

3) “Where now is your king, to save you”? Look at your lives, what deadly spirit have you made king? Can any of these kings give you a reason to live forever?

4) “Where are all your princes”. Our “kings” produce offspring. For example, if we have made lust our “king”, think of all the sins that we commit because of our “king”.  

5) “I have given you kings in My anger, and I have taken them away in My wrath”.  Be aware and pay heed, God will give us what we crave. If we crave lust, God will give lust. If we crave wealth, God will give us a great desire for wealth. What will you do when God takes everything away that you love? 

Prv 30:30 The lion, mightiest of beasts, who retreats before nothing;

1 Pt 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that in due time He may exalt you. 

5:7 Cast all your anxieties on Him, for He cares about you. 

5:8 Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking some one to devour. 

1) “Cast all your anxieties on Him, for He cares about you”. As I have all ready said, every man that fails his Final Test thinks that God doesn’t care about him.

The Final Test: The Lord Will Reveal Our Crimes.

Jb 20:27 The heavens shall reveal his guilt, and the earth shall rise up against him.
1) The “earth” is nothing more than clay without water. Liken the earth to a man who no longer has God’s word remaining in him. Such a man belongs to the nations in hell.  He will rise up, time and time again against us at our Final Tests.

2) “The heavens shall reveal his guilt”. Notice that “heavens” is plural. The Lord will reveal our guilt through a group of Angels. They will show us our lives and the virtues we should have practiced.

1 Cor 4:4 I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 

4:5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then every man will receive his commendation from God.

My son, say to My people, this is how it happens when the worldly are presented with the sight of their evil lives. I illuminate their conscience with the acts of self-love they have committed and the virtues they ought to have practiced. Why the virtues? So as to reveal their crimes, for when sin and virtue are set side by side, sin is better understood. Thus their grief is the greater because they see that their lives are lacking virtue. And because of this knowledge, they see all too well the reward that follows the virtuous and the punishment that follows those who have wallowed in the darkness of self. 

My son, tell them that white (White refers to the virtues) is more clearly seen next to black, (Black refers to sin.) and black next to white.

My son, say to My people; the time is coming when the Son of Man will show you about the bitterness of punishment, in which each man will see his own judgment. Then, if your spirituality is based on humanities’ standards and vanities, the judgment will be difficult, because your judgment will be the one that you make against yourselves. 
Jn 12:47 And if anyone hears My Words and does not observe them, I do not condemn him, for I did not come to condemn the world but to save the world.

12:48 Whoever rejects Me and does not accept My Words has something to judge him: the Word that I spoke, it will condemn him on the last Day.
1) “The last Day” refers to our Final Tests and the Final Judgment.

Is 57:12 I will expose your justice and your works.
57:13 Your works shall not help you when you cry out, or save you in your distress. All these the wind shall carry off, the breeze shall bear away.

1) The “wind” symbolizes the power of our accuser’s accusations. 

Ps 40:13 For all about me are evils beyond count; my sins so overcome me I cannot see. They are more numerous than the hairs of my head; my heart fails me.

Ps 38:1 O Lord, reprimand me not in Your anger, nor chasten me in Your wrath! 

38:2 For Your arrows have sunk into me, and Your hand has come down on me. 

38:3 There is no soundness in my flesh because of Your anger; there is no health in my bones because of my sin.
1) “For Your arrows have sunk into me”. Make no mistake about it, the Lord will reveal our crimes. And these crimes will have an effect upon us as arrows lodged in our flesh.

Jb 23:15 Therefore I am terrified at God presence; when I consider, I am in dread of Him.

23:16 God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me;

23:17 for I am hemmed in by darkness, and thick darkness covers my face.
Sir 11:27 The misery of an hour makes one forget luxury, and at the close of a man’s life his deeds will be revealed.

1) “The misery of an hour makes one forget luxury”. It’s no joke, my dear friends. Feel secure today, but what about tomorrow? Feel good about your life, but what will happen to you after death.

Heb 4:12 Indeed, the word of God is living and effective, sharper than any two-edged sword. It penetrates and divides soul and Spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the reflections and thoughts of the heart.
My dear brothers, make no mistake about it, on the Day of our Final Tests, the Lord’s word will reveal our guilt. Understand this, a two-edge sword will do more damage than a one-edge sword.

Lk 12:2 Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 

12:3 Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in private rooms shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. 

1) “Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light”. The riddle is this; whatever is said in anger (darkness) will be revealed at our Final Tests. 

Lk 8:17 For there is nothing hidden that will not become visible, and nothing secret that will not be known and come to light.
Eccl 12:13 The last word, when all is heard: Fear God and keep His Commandments, for this is man’s all;

12:14 because God will bring to judgment every work, with all its hidden qualities, whether good or bad.

Dt 30:19 I (I refers to Moses.) call heaven and earth to witness against you this Day, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; therefore choose life, that you and your descendants may live, 

1) “I have set before you life and death”. Behold, there is no life without love. If we have no concern for one another, I mean spiritual concern; we are dead.
Wis 4:20 Fearful shall they come, at the counting up of their sins, and their lawless deeds shall convict them to their face.

Jer 1:16 And I (I refers to God.) will utter My judgments against them, for all their wickedness in forsaking Me; they have burned incense to other gods, and worshiped the works of their own hands.
1) “Worshiped the works of their own hands” is a reference to where we spend our time! Look, we each have spiritual responsibilities. Thus our time is not ours. Hear what I am saying, God’s justice requires 1/10th of our day. From observation, activities and the daily anxieties of life have kept us from our spiritual responsibilities, thus our activities have become our sins. Take for example our occupations. Are you worshiping the work of your own hands? No time for God? Forsaking your spiritual responsibilities for making a dollar? Do the sports and the hobbies you indulge leave you no time for reading Scripture? Let me say this, daily anxieties of life are no excuse. 

Prv 14:9 God scorns the wicked, but the upright enjoy His favor. 

14:10 The heart knows its own bitterness, and no stranger shares its joy. 

1) “The heart knows its own bitterness”. Another name for bitterness is depression. And depression leads to suicide. Is that going to be your destiny?

Jer 13:25 This is your lot, the portion I have measured out to you, says the Lord, because you have forgotten Me and trusted in lies. 

13:26 I myself will lift up your skirts over your face, and your shame will be seen.
13:27 I have seen your abominations, your adulteries and your shrieks of pleasure, your lewd harlotries, on the hills in the field. Woe to you, O Jerusalem! How long will it be before you are made clean?”

1) “Trusted lies” symbolizes the false prophet in every man except the 144,000. Such is the fate for the one who makes life a plaything and holiday for gain. The tower of Babel, are you aware of the story? Do you consider life as a place to make a name for yourselves? If a man is arrogant, God will confuse his religious speech. Yes God will give such men statues and ordinances in which they can’t live by. Ez (20:25) God will deliver them over to their blind and thoughtless minds to do what is improper. Rom (1:28)
2) I myself will lift up your skirts over your face. It’s no joke; the Lord will reveal our crimes, thus showing our nakedness.

3) “Adulteries” refer to the First Commandment. If we make one thing more important than our brother’s salvation, thus we are unfaithful to the Lord.

4) Jerusalem refers to a person’s soul. (See Second Kingdom.)

My dear brothers, should anyone deceive himself into thinking that he can safely persist in seeking himself, he will have no reason to live forever. And because such men choose suicide, their names will be written in the earth.

The Lord Will Reveal Our Crimes: Two Or Three Witnesses. 

In the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses speaks to the people;

Dt 17:2 “If there is found among you, in any one of the communities which the LORD, your God, gives you, a man or a woman who does evil in the sight of the LORD, your God, and transgresses His covenant, (Promises)
17:3 by serving other gods, or by worshiping the sun or the moon or any of the host of the sky, against My command;

17:4 and if, on being informed of it, you find by careful investigation that it is true and an established fact that this abomination has been committed in Israel:

17:5 you shall bring the man (or woman) who has done the evil deed out to your city gates and stone him to death.
17:6 The testimony of two or three witnesses is required for putting a person to death; no one shall be put to death on the testimony of only one witness.

17:7 At the execution, the witnesses are to be the first to raise their hands against him; afterward all the people are to join in. Thus shall you purge the evil from your midst.

My dear beloved brothers, I have said many times how Scripture is a spiritual book and not a history book. So I ask you, what is the spiritual significance of the two or three witnesses? Do you recall another Scripture passage that uses two or three? Remember when Jesus says; “Where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them.” Mt (18:20)

Behold the riddle, two or three gathered in the Lord’s Name:

The two refer to the Lord’s two Commandments.

A) “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with your entire mind, and with all your strength.   

B) “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other Commandment greater than these.” Mt (22:37)
The three refers to the three powers of our being; that is, our memory, our understanding and our will.
My point to you is this; my dear brothers, two or three gathered together has nothing to do with two or three men gathered together.

My son, say to My people. White is more clearly seen next to black, and black next to white. So it will happen when two or three witnesses will testify against you. This is how it happens when the damned are presented with the sight of their self-centered lives. I illuminate their con-science with the crimes they have committed and the virtues they ought to have practiced. They will see the two witnesses; My Two Commandments, showing what there lives should have been like. Thus, they will see the three witnesses; memory, understanding and will, for the sting of their conscience is reawakened and gnaws away at them. During life the flesh ruled over their three powers (Memory, understanding and will.), and now their three powers are accusing them. For now they know the truth about what they did not understand before, and they are deeply confounded over their error.  

Prv 14:2 Blessed is he whose heart does not condemn him, and who has not given up his hope. 
So you see, they buried their three powers of their being, their memory, their understanding and their will. Yes they buried the pearl, the gift I had entrusted to them so that they might realize the beauty of have a reason to live forever. In their presumption, they chose not to do My will. Instead, they buried their three powers in the earth of their self-love, and now it is giving them its return in the fruit of death.

How great is the punishment they are receiving now in the end! And their acts of self-love are not hidden from them, for the worm of their conscience is no longer asleep but is gnawing away. At the same time, their accusers are screaming at them and giving the wages they are in the habit of giving to their slaves: confusion and reproach. You see, their enemies try to prevent them from escaping, driving them into depression.

1) “By serving other gods”. Serving our passions and pleasures of various kinds are in fact serving other gods.
2) “By worshiping the sun or the moon or any of the host of the sky”. Astrology is the art or practice that seeks to foresee or foretell future events or discover hidden knowledge usually by the interpretation and influences of the stars and planets. Basically trying to gain an advantage by powers that do not exist, unless you count the powers of Lucifer.
3) “Stone him to death”. The key word in this verse is the word stone. For the stone symbolizes the power of words. And death describes how a soul no longer wants to live.
4) “At the execution, the witnesses are to be the first to raise their hands against him”. Do you see how a distressed conscience magnifies the misfortune? At our Final Tests, the Lord will show us our lives and compare our lives with the Two Commandments. Our consciences, seeing this, will now testify against ourselves. Recall the words of Christ found in the Gospel of John:

Jn 12:47 And if anyone hears My Words and does not observe them, I do not condemn him, for I did not come to condemn the world but to save the world.

12:48 Whoever rejects Me and does not accept My Words has something to judge him: the Word that I spoke, it will condemn him on the last day.
5) “Afterward all the people are to join in”. The people refer to our accusers, yes our fallen brothers.

The Lord Will Reveal Our Crimes: No Children To Display.

Jb 15:34 For the breed of the impious shall be sterile, and fire shall consume the tents of robbers.

15:35 They conceive malice and bring forth emptiness; they give birth to failure.

My son, say to My people, if a woman has conceived a child but never brings it to birth for people to see, her husband will consider himself childless. Just so, I am the spouse of the soul, and unless that soul gives birth to the virtue, that is, spiritual concern for her neighbors, then I insist that she has never in truth even conceived virtue within her.

My son, reflect on what I am saying; a city set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and then put it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lamp stand, where it gives light to all in the house. Just so, your light must shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father. Mt (5:14)

As Scripture says, “The women who are pregnant or nursing at the breast will fare badly in those days!” Lk (21:23) & Mk (13:17) And so it will happen to all those who have no mature virtues to display. 

Let me simply say, a person will reap only what he sows, if you sow in the field of the flesh, you will reap a harvest of corruption; but if your seed is ground in the Spirit, you will reap everlasting life. Gal (6:7)

For those who live according to the flesh are concerned with the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit with the things of the Spirit. For the concern of the flesh is hostility toward God; it does not submit to the law of God, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. Rom (8:5)

Is 23:4 Be ashamed, O Sidon, for the sea has spoken, the stronghold of the sea, saying: “I have not been in labor, nor given birth, nor raised young men, nor reared virgins”.
23:5 When the report comes to Egypt, they will be in anguish over the report about Tyre.
[image: image4.wmf]
1) “Sidon” is a city on the Mediterranean Sea. Ps (31:21) Let me say this, a city can be likened to a man’s soul. It should be evident by now how Scripture is constantly using worldly terms to describe spiritual realities. Sidon, a seaport, symbolizes the man that acquires worldly wealth and makes this his king or you can call this his god.
2) “For the sea has spoken.” My dear brothers, the sea is the home of the seven-headed beast. Rev (13:1) In the same way that the elect are rewarded with God’s Seven Spirits; the sinner is punished with the seven deadly spirits of the beast and these spirits have taken hold of his life. At his Final Test his conscience will be awakened and he will then recognize his acts of self-love. What he didn’t understand before, he now understands. He sees for the first time the seven deadly spirits within himself. Then, you could say that the sea has openly spoken to him.
3) “I have not been in labor, nor given birth, nor raised young men, nor reared virgins”. Behold, an arrogant man has no virtues to display and such a man has never given birth. The “virgins” symbol-lizes a soul’s faithfulness to God. On the other hand, a “harlot” symbolizes a man’s unfaithfulness.
4) “When the report comes to Egypt, they will be in anguish over the report about Tyre”. The city in which he gathered the world’s riches is symbolized by Tyre. And since his days of acquiring worldly wealth is over, we can say that this city was destroyed at his physical death. This report reaches the false prophet in him. At his Final Test, his beliefs will be exposed. What he didn’t understand before, he now understands. Such is his anguish and distress. The false prophet within a worldly man is symbolized by his home in Egypt. 
Hos 9:11 Ephraim’s glory shall fly away like a bird—no birth, no pregnancy, no conception!

1) “Ephraim” It can be shown that Ephraim symbolizes a man’s rebellion. See this chapter, Second Kingdom, Who is Ephraim?
2) The “bird” neither sows nor reaps. In another words, no virtues to display.

Hos 9:14 Give them, O Lord— what will You give? Give them a miscarrying womb and dry breasts.
My son, say to My people, will you be able to find refuge in any virtue at the moment of death? Since you said to Me: “I will not serve You”, the devils and your fallen brothers will encircle you. Lucifer and his fallen angels will not show you pleasure, nor perfection in what is imperfect, nor light for darkness as they were in the habit of doing during the daytime of life. In fact, they will show you the truth of reality. Your conscience will awaken and begin to bark so incessantly that it will all but drive you into despair. For it is a dreadful thing to be caught unarmed on the battlefield among so many enemies. 

Sir 25:3 You have gathered nothing in your youth; how then can you find anything in your old age? 

Brothers, for a virtue to become a virtue, you must place it into action many times. Take for example the fruit of the olive tree. To become rich in olive oil it takes orchard after orchard of olives. Do not deceive yourselves; you must offer Christ’s most sorrowful passion over and over again to become rich in God’s Seven Spirits. Behold how Scripture symbolizes virtues that have not matured as “women who are pregnant or nursing at the breast”. 
The Final Test: Woe To The Man That Curses His Father And Mother.

Prv 20:20 If one curses his father or mother, his lamp will go out at the coming of darkness.
1) “Father or mother”. I want you to know, “father” and “mother” have a duel meaning. The first meaning is obvious, our biological fathers and mothers. However, there is a second meaning that is not so obvious. Let me simply say, each of us can consider himself both “father” and “mother”. Let me continue by saying, our actions can be likened to our “children”. Our “fathers” can be likened to the Natural Law within us. From our beginnings, our fathers have been with us and so has the Natural Law. Our “mothers” can be likened to salt that seasons our foods. I assure you, without love in our actions, what good can come from the Natural Law?

2) “If one curses his father or mother”. God always gives His reason for a soul’s damnation. During life, the worldly were constantly seeking themselves and ignoring the Natural Law. Spiritually speaking, they were cursing the Natural Law and were completely void of any feelings for it. At the Final Test, this attitude will continue. Make no mistake about; God will reveal our crimes and those that fail their Final Test will feel no remorse, however they will feel self-pity. 

Prv 19:26 He who mistreats his father, or drives away his mother, is a worthless and disgraceful son.

1) “Mistreats his father” refers to the abuse of the Natural Law.

2) “Drives away his mother”. I assure you, our actions must be seasoned with salt. Love must be in our actions, do not drive her away.  
Prv 23:22 Listen to your father who begot you, and despise not your mother when she is old.

1) “Listen to your father who begot you”. My dear brothers, every man is taught by God, yes the Natural Law is written on all our hearts. Do you understand how our “fathers” have been with us from our beginnings?

2) “Despise not your mother when she is old”. Persevere to the end. Always apply love to your actions. Consider, if we begin by seasoning our actions with love and then fail to maintain this coarse, are we not despising our mother when she is old?

Jn 6:44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draw him, and I will raise him on the last day.

6:45 It is written in the prophets: ‘They shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to My Father and learns from Him comes to Me.

1) “They shall all be taught by God”. This verse informs us that the Natural Law is written on our hearts. This Law is symbolized as our “fathers”. 

2) “Everyone who listens to My Father and learns from Him comes to Me”. It’s very important to understand, if we obey the Natural Law, we will be drawn to Christ Crucified. Behold how the Life of Christ is the Written Law and the Natural Law placed into action. 

Sir 3:3 He who honors his father atones for sins;
3:4 he stores up riches who reveres his mother.

3:5 He who honors his father is gladdened by children (Gave birth to virtue), and when he prays he is heard.

3:6 He who reveres his father will live a long life (A long life in heaven.); he obeys the LORD who brings comfort to his mother.

3:7 He who fears the LORD honors his father, and serves his parents as rulers.

1) “Serves his parents as rulers”. From observation, I can find no one who has made the Natural Law its ruler. Mankind, you see, is in the habit of using one another. “What gain can I achieve”, they say. “What is in it for me”, they add. My observation is this; the Natural Law is only relevant when it does not interfere with some passion or appetite.

Brothers, let me say this, each of us knows the “right” from the “wrong”, the Natural Law is written on our hearts. I know my brothers have the Natural Law; I hear my brothers constantly complain-ing about others, but yet they are hypocrites doing the very same thing themselves.  
Brothers, God’s Justice will never forget your kindness to the Natural Law, as baptized Christians, the Lord will lead us back to the Written Law. In other words, the Natural Law will lead us to repentance. My warning to you is this, if we violate the Natural Law, we will never find the Written Law on our own. Our only hope is a spiritual man who lays down his life for us. 

Sir 3:16 A blasphemer is he who despises his father; whoever angers a mother is cursed by the Lord. 

Dt 21:18 “If a man has a stubborn and unruly son who will not listen to his father or mother, and will not obey them even though they chastise him,

21:19 his father and mother shall have him apprehended and brought out to the elders at the gate of his home city,

Dt 21:20 where they shall say to those city elders, ‘This son of ours is a stubborn and unruly fellow who will not listen to us; he is a glutton and a drunkard.’

Dt 21:21 Then all his fellow citizens shall stone him to death. Thus shall you purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel, on hearing of it, shall fear.

1) “His father and mother shall have him apprehended and brought out to the elders at the gate of his home city”. If we take this literally, how ridicules this verse is. What father and mother is going to have their unruly child stoned?

2) “Stubborn and unruly son” refers to a man’s acts of self-love.

3) “Will not obey them even though they chastise him”. My son, just imagine if My people found perfect pleasure and painless rest in the world! This is why I allow the world to bring forth so many troubles for them. I deprive them of places and times for fulfilling their own wishes until they are tired of the interior suffering their sinfulness has brought them. See chapter six. 
4) “The elders” In this case, the elders represent wisdom because wisdom comes with age. 

5) “He is a glutton and a drunkard”. The Final Test is such a terrible Day. First, our enemies will come and surround us, hurling a multitude of accusations against us. Secondly, God will show us the type of life we should have lived. Thirdly, God will remind us of our crimes. Then, to make matters even worse, the three powers of our bearing, the conscience, will rise up and convict us. Thus our drunkenness and gluttony will be revealed.

6) “His fellow citizens” refers to our accusers.

7) “Shall stone him to death”. My dear brothers, there is a saying, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but names will never hurt me”. However this is not true, accusations can cause a man to fall into depression. You can liken our accusers accusations as stones.  

Ex 21:15 Whoever strikes his father or mother shall be put to death.

21:17 “Whoever curses his father or mother shall be put to death.

Brothers, the man that fails the Final Test will curse his Maker and everything else he can bear witness to. He will curse the Natural Law and all twelve virtues. That is why it says in Scripture; “For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never gave suck!’” Lk (23:29) Let me simply say, the damned will posses a spirit that hates any virtue and be so arrogant that they are glad they never practiced anything but self-love. We can liken this condition to a man that strikes his “father” (The Natural Law.) or “mother”. (The love for the Natural Law.)

Lv 20:9 “Anyone who curses his father or mother shall be put to death; since he has cursed his father or mother, he has forfeited his life.

Brothers, how do you gain the attention of a drunkard? My answer to you is this; we can’t; only God can. So cry out to the Lord with the love of a mother. Weep for him that is going away, never again will he see the land of his birth. Everything is riding upon our intercessions. 

Ex 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, that you may have a long life in the land which the LORD, your God, is giving you.

1) The Fourth Commandment: “Honor your father and your mother”. By this time, it should be obvious to you that we must honor the Natural Law and practice the Natural Law with love.

The Final Test: The Only Sin Not Forgiven.

Lk 12:10 “Everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.
1) “The one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven”. If a man sins against the Holy Spirit he rejects the spiritual helps to choose life, namely the stars in the night sky, the 144,000 and the Angels. Such a soul is so depressed that he desires death. He is so angry and depressed no one can comfort him. 

Mk 3:28 Amen, I say to you, all sins and all blasphemies that people utter will be forgiven them.

3:29 But whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an everlasting sin.”
1) “But is guilty of an everlasting sin”. Let the world know, those that no longer want to live are so angry and depressed, no one can give them comfort. If it were possible that soul in heaven could give comfort to a condemned soul, the damned soul is so miserable it would reject any kindness. 
Mt 12:30 Whoever is not with Me is against Me, and whoever does not gather with Me scatters.
12:31 Therefore, I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.

12:32 And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.

1) “And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven”. The Son of Man is a reference to any member of the 144,000. If a man rejects the counsel of the 144,000 during the daytime of life, God may still have Mercy on his soul. 
2) “This age” refers to our journey upon the earth. If a man fails to ask for God’s forgiveness during life, he will continue his foolishness after death as well. Let no one lead you astray, there are no exceptions to this rule.

3) “Age to come” refers to the Final Test.

Brothers, consider, are you gathering or scattering? Scripture likens our brothers as fish of the sea without a king. I urge you, become fisherman; this should be our primary occupation. I say it with a heart filled with sadness; the worldly see nothing but yourselves, such is their life, a life that scatters and fails to gather.

My son, say to My people, did you know all sins are forgiven except one? I tell you, the worldly have only one hope. That is, they see how I love them and this is their reason to live forever. Despair, however, spurns My Love because they become so miserable, depressed and angry. They have no true sorrow for having wasted their lives on their passions and pleasures. True, there is sorrow for one’s own predicament but no sorrow for the damage caused by their passions and pleasures. The worldly knew nothing of My love during life, and now at the end of their lives, they fail to have a reason to live. Thus, their end is to desire death. 

Sir 2:13 Woe to the faint heart, for it has no trust! Therefore it will not be sheltered. 

1) “Woe to the faint heart, for it has no trust”! This line is a reference to the man that spurns compassion and love. In his heart he is so upset that he chooses death.

Sir 14:2 Blessed is he whose heart does not condemn him, and who has not given up his hope. 

So you see, this single sin, the desire not to live, is hell. They are in hell because they desire death and this torments them because they can’t have death. If they had repented in sorrow for the damage that their passions and pleasures caused and had some experience with My love, they would have had a reason to live forever. 

Is 50:2 Why, when I came, was there no man?  When I called, was there no one to answer? Is My hand shortened, that it cannot redeem? Or have I no power to deliver?

Is 64:6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.  We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

64:7 There is no one that calls upon Your Name, that bestirs himself to take hold of You; for You have hid Your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our sinfulness.

1) “All our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment”. My dear brothers, the elect that need the purification of purgatory, during life, these men practiced the virtues imperfectly. Compare their righteous deeds to the twelve virtues and they can be likened to polluted garments. And the only way to practice the virtues perfectly is that we must cease from committing sin. And the only way that we can cease from sin is that we must suffer with Christ. Pet (1:4) 

My dear friends in Christ, I have said many times that the Lord lies to the flesh. Make no mistake about it, the Lord sends every fool statutes that are not good, and ordinances through which he could not live. Ez (20:25) My warning to you is this; if you have been foolish during life, the Lord will withdraw His mercy and give you an emotion to match the Final Test. You must understand, your thoughts are not yours; your emotions come from God. Listen to what I am saying, the worldly at their Final Tests, they will be depressed, angry and miserable. With distress and anxiety they will see their acts of self-love. And these acts of self-love have caused their accusers to hate them. Thus they will seek suicide, all because they failed to have a reason to live forever. Had they listened and applied the Lord’s word to their lives, they would have had a reason to choose life. Why? Because God loves them.
Rom 9:18 Consequently, He has Mercy upon whom He wills, and whom He wishes He makes stubborn.

1) “He has Mercy upon whom He wills”. What is God’s Mercy? His Mercy pertains to anyone who has a desire to live. When a soul desires death, God’s Mercy has departed from him.  

2) “Whom He wishes He makes stubborn”. As I have already said, God controls our every emotion. If a man’s sins warrant depression and eventual suicide, God will give that man the emotions of depression based upon the feeling that he is not loved, either by God or anyone else. (Famine)

2 Thes 2:9 But the coming of the wicked one will come to do the work of Satan with counterfeit power and signs and miracles. (Refers to our accusers at our Final Tests.)
2:10 He will use every kind of wicked deception to fool those who are on their way to destruction because they refuse to believe the truth that would save them.

2:11 Therefore God sends upon them a strong delusion, to make them believe what is false.
1) “Therefore God sends upon them a strong delusion”. Notice how God sends the delusion. Never forget, when God withdraws His Mercy, He will send the proper emotions to match the event. 

Mt 24:10 And then many will be led into sin; they will betray and hate one another.

Mt 24:11 Many false prophets will arise and deceive many;

Mt 24:12 and because of the increase of evildoing, the love of many will grow cold. 

1) “They will betray and hate one another”. What will you do when everything you love is taken away? I assure you, our fallen brothers and sisters will blame us for their misfortune and want revenge. As a consequence, our accusers will cause despair in the hearts of many. Simply, could you with stand the pain of hearing how your loved ones hate you? 

2) “Many false prophets will arise and deceive many”. Our accusers will do everything in their power to show how they hate us. They will show us our crimes and mislead us into thinking that no one loves us, including God. 

3) “The love of many will grow cold”. My dear brothers, depres-sion causes anger. And anger drives away charity. And a soul that lacks charity can be described as cold. 

1 Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the last times some will turn away from the faith by paying attention to deceitful spirits and demonic instructions 4:2 through the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared with a hot iron.

4:3 They forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.

1) “Last times” refers to our Final Tests.

2) “Deceitful spirits and demonic instructions” refers to our accusers. Behold, Lucifer will come with his fallen angels, and our fallen brothers will be first to deliver their hateful words.

3) “Whose consciences are seared with a hot iron”. This verse illustrates in a visual way the anger and envy of our fallen brothers. The three powers of their being, called the conscience, are on fire with revenge. Our family and friends that have or will fail their Final Tests will come with great vengeance.

4) “They forbid marriage.” My dear brothers, we have been invited to become a home for the Holy Spirit. I say it with great joy; God is calling us to join Him in spousal union. Our enemies, however, will use all their power to stop our unity with God.

1 Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
5) “Require abstinence from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving”. Those who fail the Final Test die of sword, famine and pestilence. The sword represents our accusers hateful words. Pestilence refers to a man’s crimes. Famine is the absence of food. On the other hand the word of the Lord can be likened as bread, yes food that feeds the soul. Our accusers will do everything in their power to keep us from uniting ourselves to His Love. 

Mt 25:29 For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.

1) “Even what he has will be taken away”. This verse refers to losing the ability to love anything.

Heb 10:26 If we sin deliberately after receiving knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains sacrifice for sins
10:27 but a fearful prospect of judgment and a flaming fire that is going to consume the adversaries of God.

1) “If we sin deliberately after receiving knowledge of the truth”. This verse is a reference to those that fail their Final Tests. The Lord will reveal the truth about their lives. However they will not use this knowledge to their benefit. Instead of true sorrow, their sorrow will be a consequence of self-pity and depression. A man of true sorrow in contrast hates the damage caused by his passions and pleasures.

2) “There no longer remains sacrifice for sins”. There is only one sacrifice and that sacrifice is to offer the sorrows of Christ to God’s Justice. A soul that is consumed with depression could care less about the sorrows of Christ.

3) “But a fearful prospect of judgment”. As I have said, their sorrow is driven by self-pity. They have lost everything they have loved; yes their passions and pleasures. And they are now miserable.

4) “A flaming fire that is going to consume the adversaries of God”. The accusations from our accusers can be described as fire.   

1 Sm 2:25 If a man sins against a man, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the Lord, who can intercede for him?”

1) “But if a man sins against the Lord, who can intercede for him?” We can offer the sorrows of Christ to God’s Justice, but if it’s God’s justice to slay them, like Hophni and Phinehas, no sacrifice can save them. 1 Sm (3:14)
The Final Test: The Sun, Moon and Stars.

Eccl 12:1 Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years approach of which you will say, I have no pleasure in them;
12:2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return after the rain;
1) “Before the evil days come” is a reference to our Final Tests. 
2) “I have no pleasure in them”. Behold, at our Final Tests, everything that we have ever loved will disappear. Then we will see the foolishness of our lives.
3) “Before the sun is darkened”. The “sun” symbolizes the Word of God; yes Jesus. When a man chooses death at his Final Test, the soul can never return to life. The sun, representing Christ, departs from this man’s life permanetly.  
4) “The moon” symbolizes Christ’s Mother. She is the brightest light in the night sky. Her light is a reflection of the light from Her Son Jesus. When a man chooses death at his Final Test, the soul can never return to life. Thus the moon darkens permanently.
5) “The stars”. Let the world know that the stars represent the 144,000 and the Holy Angels. At our Final Tests, they will be present to give spiritual help, yes they will preach a message of life. However, when a man chooses death at his Final Test, the soul can never return to life. Thus the stars darken permanently.
6) “Before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars are darkened”. When a man fails his Final Test, he forsakes God’s Mercy and he does this by forsaking the spiritual helps that come from Jesus, the Mother of Jesus, the 144,000 and the Holy Angels.
7) “The clouds return after the rain”. The Final Test is a Day of great darkness; the rain refers to our enemy’s accusations. The “clouds” refer to a soul that fails the Final Test and becomes an accuser.
Jer 31:35 Thus says the LORD, He who gives the sun to light the day, moon and stars to light the night; who stirs up the sea till its waves roar, whose Name is LORD of many:

31:36 If ever these natural laws give way in spite of Me, says the LORD, then shall the race of Israel cease as a nation before Me forever. 
1) “The sun to light the day”. Again this illustrates that during the daytime of life, the word of God is available to us. So I say to you, look for the Lord while He may be found. 

2) “Moon and stars to light the night”.  The “night” is a symbol for the Final Test. The Moon during this “night” will shed the greatest light at its full moon. (Passover.) The stars refer to the 144,000 and to the Holy Angels. It must be said that the worldly that fail their Final Tests, their Final Test is described by the new moon. 

3) “Who stirs up the sea till its waves roar, whose Name is LORD of many. My dear brothers, during biblical times, the sea was a dangerous place. So Scripture uses this example to describe how dangerous our enemies will be. Behold, God is the One who sends our enemies to accuse us.

4) “If ever these natural laws give way in spite of Me, says the LORD, then shall the race of Israel cease as a nation before Me forever”. My dear brothers, the man who fails to ask for God’s Mercy, he shall cease to be a nation before God. Forever separ-ated from His Love. 

My dear brothers take my advice. Give glory to the LORD, your God, before it grows dark; before your feet stumble on darkening mountains; before the light you look for turns to darkness, changes into black clouds. Jer (13:16)

The Final Test: It Is Darkness Not Light!

Am 5:18 Woe to you who desire the Day of the Lord! Why would you have the day of the Lord? It is darkness, and not light;

5:19 as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house and leaned with his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. 

5:20 Is not the Day of the Lord darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?

1) “It is darkness, and not light”. Anger, envy and revenge can be described as darkness. Com-passion, mercy and love can be described as light.

2) “As if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house and leaned with his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him”. Listen and understand, the Final Test is not to be taken lightly. Our enemies are described as lions, bears and serpents. 

Jer 13:15 Hear and give ear; be not proud, for the Lord has spoken. 

13:16 Give glory to the Lord your God before He brings darkness, before your feet stumble on the twilight mountains, and while you look for light He turns it into gloom and makes it deep darkness.

Lam 3:1 I am the man who has seen affliction under the rod of His (God’s) wrath; 

3:2 He has driven and brought me into darkness without any light; 

3:3 surely against me He turns His hand again and again the whole day long. 

Is 5:25 Therefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against His people, and He stretched out His hand against them and smote them, and the mountains quaked; and their corpses were as refuse in the midst of the streets. For all this His anger is not turned away and His hand is stretched out still. 

5:26 He will raise a signal for a nation afar off, and whistle for it from the ends of the earth; and lo, swiftly, speedily it comes! 

5:27 None is weary, none stumbles, none slumbers or sleeps, not a waistcloth is loose, not a sandal-thong broken; 

5:28 their arrows are sharp, all their bows bent, their horses’ hoofs seem like flint, and their wheels like the whirlwind. 

5:29 Their roaring is like a lion, like young lions they roar; they growl and seize their prey, they carry it off, and none can rescue. 

5:30 They will growl over it on that Day, like the roaring of the sea. And if one look to the land, behold, darkness and distress; and the light is darkened by its clouds.

The Final Test: The Eunuch And The Apostle Philip.

Act 8:26 But an Angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert road. 

8:27 And he rose and went. And behold, an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a minister of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of all her treasure, had come to Jerusalem to worship 

8:28 and was returning; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 

8:29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go up and join this chariot.” 

8:30 So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 

8:31 And he said, “How can I, unless some one guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

8:32 Now the passage of the Scripture which he was reading was this: “As a sheep led to the slaughter or a lamb before its shearer is dumb, so he opens not his mouth. 

8:33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken up from the earth.” 

8:34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “tell me, is the prophet referring to himself or someone else?” 

8:35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news of Jesus. 

8:36 And as they went along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What is to prevent my being baptized?” 

8:38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 

8:39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught up Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 

8:40 But Philip was found at Azotus, and passing on he preached the Gospel to all the towns till he came to Caesarea.

1) “How can I, unless some one guides me?” The best guide and teacher is the Seven Spirits of God. A man like myself can point you in the proper direction, but it is God’s Spirit that causes His words to come alive.  

2) “Tell me, is the prophet referring to himself or someone else”?  The verse from Isaiah in which the eunuch was reading from was foretelling the events that were going to occur to Jesus. Since most Christian theologies agree that Scripture foretells the future events that will occur to Jesus, one must also consider that other events found in Scripture may be foretelling our futures. The prophets of the Old Testament, such as Joel, Amos, Isaiah, Hosea, Micah, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, Obadiah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi are foretelling Israel’s fate if they fail to change their unfaithfulness to God. As the eunuch asked the question, “Is the prophet referring to himself or someone else”. We should be asking the question, are the prophets speaking about Israel, or are the prophets speaking about our futures?
Brothers, why does God use a eunuch to ask the question, “Is the prophet referring to himself or someone else”?  First we must understand that a eunuch is unable to bear children because his reproductive organs have been removed. In the same way that a eunuch can’t become biological fathers, men can’t give birth to the twelve virtues unless they possess the Seven Spirits of God. With this being said, we should see that God is making a very strong statement. If a eunuch can ask the question, “Is the prophet referring to himself or someone else”, why are we not asking a similar question, “Are the prophets speaking about Israel, or are the prophets speaking about our futures”?    

The Final Test: The Book of Lamentations, Chapter One.

The prophet Jeremiah wrote the Book of Lamentations. Is Jeremiah speaking about the fall of Jerusalem or the damnation of a soul? 

Lam 1:1 How lonely sits the city that was full of people! How like a widow has she become, she that was great among the nations! She that was a princess among the cities has become a slave.

1:2 She weeps bitterly in the night, tears on her cheeks; among all her lovers she has none to comfort her; all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they have become her enemies.

1:3 Judah has gone into exile because of affliction and hard servitude; she dwells now among the nations, but finds no resting place; her pursuers have all overtaken her in the midst of her distress.
1:5 Her foes have become the masters, her enemies prosper, because the Lord has made her suffer for the multitude of her transgressions; her children have gone away, captives before the foe.

1:6 From the daughter of Zion has departed all her majesty. Her princes have become like horses that find no pasture; they fled without strength before the pursuer.
1:7 Jerusalem remembers precious things that were hers from days of old before the days of her affliction and bitterness. Her people fell into the hand of the foe, and there was none to help her, the foe gloated over her, mocking at her downfall.

1:8 Jerusalem sinned grievously, therefore she became filthy; all who honored her despise her, for they have seen her nakedness; yea, she herself groans, and turns her face away.

1:9 Her uncleanness was in her skirts; she took no thought of her future; therefore her fall is terrible, she has no comforter. “O Lord, behold my (My refers to Jeremiah.) affliction, for the enemy has triumphed!”

1:10 The enemy has stretched out his hands over all her (Her refers to Jerusalem.) precious things; yea, she has seen foreigners violate her sacred Temple, (Solomon’s Temple.) the place the LORD had forbidden them to enter.

1:11 All her people groan as they search for bread; they trade their treasures for food to revive their strength. “Look, O Lord, and behold, for I am despised.”

1:12 “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look and see if there is any sorrow like my (My refers to the emotions of those in Jerusalem.) sorrow that was brought upon me, which the Lord inflicted on the Day of His fierce anger.
1:13 “From on high He sent fire; into my bones he made it descend; He spread a net for my feet; He turned me back; He has left me stunned, faint all the daylong.

1:14 “My transgressions were bound into a yoke; by His hand they were fastened together; they were set upon my neck; he caused my strength to fail; the Lord gave me into the hands of those whom I cannot withstand.

1:15 “The Lord has treated my mighty men with contempt. He summoned an assem-bly against me to crush my young men; the Lord has trodden as in a wine press the virgin daughter of Judah. 

1:16 “For these things I weep; my eyes flow with tears; for a comforter is far from me, one to revive my courage; my children are desolate, for the enemy has prevailed.”

1:17 Zion stretches out her hands, but there is none to comfort her; the Lord has commanded against Jacob that his neighbors should be his foes; Jerusalem has become a filthy thing among them.

1:18 “The Lord is in the right, for I have rebelled against His word; but hear, all you peoples, and behold my suffering; my maidens and my young men have gone into captivity.
1:19 “I called to my lovers but they deceived me; my priests and elders perished in the city, while they sought food to revive their strength.

1:20 “Behold, O Lord, for I am in distress, my soul is in distress, my heart is wrung within me, because I have been very rebellious. In the street the sword robs; in the house it is like death.

1:21 “Hear how I groan; there is none to comfort me. All my enemies have heard of my trouble; they are glad that God has done it. Bring on the Day You have announced, and let them be as I am. (Second Woe.)

1:22 “Let all their evil doing come before You; and deal with them as You have dealt with me because of all my transgressions; for my groans are many and my heart is faint.”

1) “She weeps bitterly in the night, tears on her cheeks; among all her lovers she has none to comfort her”.  Think about it, what will a man do when everything he loves is taken away? Would he not weep bitterly and be totally depressed?

Brothers, notice how Scripture calls Jerusalem a she. Scripture has plainly given Jerusalem a personality of a person. This is no mistake, but rather to give us a warning about our futures after death.
2) “All her friends have dealt treach-erously with her, they have be-come her enemies”. You must understand we have spiritual responsibilities to one another. If we fail them and our brothers fail their Final Tests, God will empower our family and friends to take their revenge upon us.  
3) “All her friends have dealt treacherously with her”. I assure you, your family and friends who have or will fail their Final Tests will become your enemies. 

4) “Judah has gone into exile because of affliction and hard servitude; she dwells now among the nations”. In this verse, the term exile is a reference to hell. The nations refer to the armies of hell. There are six nations: anger, envy, spiritual laziness, lust, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. (See chapter six.) Each soul, in hell, is designated to a nation. During life, the worldly committed all kinds of sin, but one type of sin they excelled at. They made one of the six deadly spirits their king. 

Mi 4:5 For all the peoples walk each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God forever and ever.
5) “From the daughter of Zion has departed all her majesty”. Zion is another name for Jerusalem. For you see, king David built this city. In the same way king David built Zion, Jesus was the architect and builder of His Mother. Jesus was a living example on how to love. And with great precision His Mother followed Her Son’s example. Thus She can be called the City of David, yes Zion. Her children, those who are baptized Catholic can be called daughters Zion. But since most Catholics will fail their Final Tests, their majesty of their rank shall be taken away.   

6) “Her princes have become like horses that find no pasture; they fled without strength before the pursuer”. In the world in which we live, a prince denotes a high rank above the ordinary people. In the same way, an arrogant man, in his mind, thinks his actions are of great importance. But power and wealth can’t save a man at his Final Test nor could the princes of Jerusalem save the city from the Babylonians.
7) “Her uncleanness was in her skirts; she took no thought of her future”. When a man is in love with his passions and pleasures of various kinds, he fails to contem-plate his future after death.
Brothers, every man grows old and dies, but yet men fail to think logically about their destinies. They are driven more by speculation or superstition than by intellectual reasoning. 

8) “The enemy has stretched out his hands over all her precious things; yea, she has seen foreigners violate her sacred Temple”. When a man fails his Final Test, his soul (temple) is violated. For you see, his accusers will violate his temple with words of hate and revenge. 
9) “All her people groan as they search for bread”. At our Final Tests, the only food or bread that can satisfy our distressed con-sciences is to hear words of encouragement from the Lord. However, a man who is guilty of deadly sin will reject words of encouragement from the stars in the night sky.

Am 8:11Behold, the days come, says the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: (Words of encouragement.)

10) “They trade their treasures for food to revive their strength”. You must understand, the Final Test will not come and go quickly, but the Lord will prolong its length. The treasures represent their passions and appetites that they valued during life. During this siege, the end doesn’t come quickly because the Lord forces them to reflect upon their actions in which they called treasures.

11) “Fire” refers to our accusers accusations. Remember, God has empowered (sent) our fallen brothers. The power of their words will have the power of fire. The Apostle James reaffirms this by saying that the tongue is a fire. Jas (3:6)
12) “He spread a net for my feet”. The Final Test can be likened to a net. Like a net, which is hidden, the Final Test is hidden as well.

13) “My transgressions were bound into a yoke; by His hand (Refers to God’s hand.) they were fastened together; they were set upon my neck”. If we violate the Natural and Written Laws, our crimes will be placed upon our shoulders as yokes, and they will never be removed.
Dt 28:48 therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and utter poverty, you will serve the enemies whom the LORD will send against you. Your enemies will put an iron yoke on your neck, until He destroys you. 
Jer 28:13 … Thus says the LORD: By breaking a wooden yoke, you forge an iron yoke!
14) “The Lord has treated my mighty men with contempt. He summon-ed an assembly against me to crush my young men”. An arrogant man and his actions will be treated by God with contempt. As a consequence, the Lord will send the armies of hell to crush his arrogance.

15) “I called to my lovers but they deceived me”. Our passions and pleasures of various kinds truly have deceived us.

16) My priests and elders perished in the city”. We can liken the three powers of our spirit, memory, understanding and heart as “priests” of our temples. The elders represent our well establish-ed actions. A man’s actions can be wise or be foolish. (The elders in this case refer to a man’s well-established misguided wisdom.)
17) “All my enemies have heard of my trouble; they are glad that God has done it”. Our enemies are seeking revenge. Like honey is sweet to the taste, revenge is sweetness in the hearts of our accusers. The armies of hell are very joyous that God has empowered them to accomplish their revenge.

18) “Bring on the Day You have announced, and let them be as I am”. (I am refers to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.) This line is a reference to the Second Woe. On this Day, after all men have been subjected to their Final Tests, our accusers will be slain by Christ by the sword of His mouth. In the same way our accusers hated us, Christ will hate our accusers. 
Mal 1:2 …“Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?” says the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob 

1:3 but I have hated Esau; 

The Final Test: The Book of Lamentations, Chapter Two.

Lam 2:1 How the Lord in His anger has set the daughter of Zion under a cloud! He has cast down from heaven to earth the splendor of Israel; He has not remem-bered His footstool in the day of His anger.
2:2 The Lord has destroyed without mercy all the habitations of Jacob; in His wrath He has broken down the strongholds of the daughter of Judah; He has brought down to the ground in dishonor the kingdom of Judah and its rulers.

2:3 He has cut down in fierce anger all the might of Israel; He has withdrawn from them His right hand in the face of the enemy; He has burned like a flaming fire in Jacob, consuming all around.

2:4 He has bent His bow like an enemy, with His right hand set like a foe; and He has slain all the pride of our eyes in the tent of the daughter of Zion; He has poured out His fury like fire.

2:5 The Lord has become like an enemy, He has destroyed Israel; He has destroyed all its palaces, laid in ruins its strongholds; and He has multiplied in the daughter of Judah mourning and lamentation.

2:6 He has broken down his booth like that of a garden, laid in ruins the place of his appointed feasts; the Lord has brought to an end in Zion appointed feast and Sabbath, and in His fierce indignation has spurned king and priest.

2:7 The Lord has scorned His altar, disowned His sanctuary; He has delivered into the hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces; they shout in the Lord’s Temple as though it were a day of celebration.

2:8 The Lord determined to lay in ruins the wall of the daughter of Zion; He marked it off by the line; He restrained not His hand from destroying; He caused rampart (A wall-like ridge) and wall to lament, they languish together.

2:9 Her gates have sunk into the ground; He has ruined and broken her bars; her king and princes are among the nations; the law is no more, and her prophets obtain no vision from the Lord.

2:10 The elders of the daughter of Zion sit on the ground in silence; they have cast dust on their heads and put on sackcloth; the maidens of Jerusalem have bowed their heads to the ground.

2:11 My (My refers to Jeremiah.) eyes are spent with weeping; my soul is in tumult; my heart is poured out in grief because of the destruction of the daughter of my people, because infants and babes faint in the streets of the city.

2:12 They cry to their mothers, “Where is bread and wine?” As they faint like wounded men in the streets of the city, as their life is poured out on their mothers’ bosom.

2:13 What can I say for you, to what compare you, O daughter of Jerusalem? What can I liken to you, that I may comfort you, O virgin daughter of Zion? For vast as the sea is your ruin; who can restore you?

2:14 Your prophets have seen for you false and deceptive visions; they have not exposed your sinfulness to restore your fortunes, but have seen for you oracles (signs) false and misleading.

2:15 All who pass along the way clap their hands at you; they hiss and wag their heads at the daughter of Jerusalem; “Is this the city which was called the perfection of beauty, the joy of all the earth?”

2:16 All your enemies rail against you; they hiss, they gnash their teeth, they cry: “We have destroyed her! Ah, this is the day we longed for; now we have it; we see it!”

2:17 The Lord has done what He purposed, has carried out His threat; as He ordained long ago, He has demolished without pity; He has made the enemy rejoice over you, and exalted the might of your foes.

2:18 Cry aloud to the Lord! O daughter of Zion! Let tears stream down like a torrent

day and night! Give yourself no rest, your eyes no respite!

2:19 Arise, cry out in the night, at the beginning of the watches! Pour out your heart like water before the presence of the Lord! Lift your hands to him for the lives of your children, who faint for hunger at the head of every street.

2:20 Look, O Lord, and see! With whom hast thou dealt thus? Should women eat their offspring, the children of their tender care? Should priest and prophet be slain in the sanctuary of the Lord?

2:21 In the dust of the streets lie the young and the old; my maidens and my young men have fallen by the sword; in the day of Your anger You have slain them, slaughtering without mercy.

2:22 Thou didst invite as to the day of an appointed feast my terrors on every side; and on the day of the anger of the Lord none escaped or survived; those whom I dandled (To move as a baby up and down in one's arms or on one's knee in affectionate play.) and reared my enemy destroyed.

1) “He has not remembered His footstool in the day of His anger.” In this case this line refers to the Temple in Zion. The verse below will show this.

1 Chr 28:2 King David rose to his feet and said: “Hear me, my brethren and my people. It was my purpose to build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the LORD, the footstool for the feet of our God; and I made preparations for building.

Ps 132:7 Let us enter God’s dwelling; let us worship at God’s footstool.
Brothers, in the Book of Luke, John the Baptist warns us by saying; “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? (Referring to the Final Test.) Do not begin to say to yourselves, we have Abraham as our Father. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. In the same way, realize that God did not spare Jerusalem or her temple. The same can be said for us if we fail to discipline ourselves. 

Brothers, if we have faith in Christ, we will do the works that He did. If we pay lips service and make religion a pretense, even now the axe is lying at the root of our trees. Our Baptism will not save us.  
2) “He (God) has cut down in fierce anger all the might of Israel”. This line is a reference to a man’s arrogance. Such a man believes in his own personal thoughts, not realizing that his process of thinking will be cut down.

3) “He (He refers to God.) has withdrawn from them His right hand in the face of the enemy”. The right hand of God is a symbol of God’s saving power. See this chapter, Victory: God’s Right Hand.
Ps 17:6 I call upon You; answer me, O God. Turn Your ear to me; hear my prayer.

17:7 Show your wonderful love, You who deliver with Your right arm those who seek refuge from their foes.
4) “The Lord has bent His bow like an enemy”. This verse refers to how God will reveal our guilt at our Final Tests.

5) “The Lord has become like an enemy, He has destroyed Israel”. My warning to you is this; it’s very easy to become an enemy of God. If we indulge our passions and pleasures of various kinds and fail to take upon our spiritual respon-sibilities, we will find out after death that we have become an enemy of God.
6) “He has destroyed all its palaces”.  If we consider our worldly concerns as the most important things in our lives, we can liken this to building palaces for ourselves. In reality, we should be building a temple for the sorrows of Christ. Let me make myself very clear, we should be contemplating the emotions of Christ and engrave His sorrows into our memories. If we persevere, Christ will engrave His anguish on our hearts. 

Brothers, what kind of houses can you build for the Lord? Did you squander your time and build palaces for yourselves? Our brothers are in need of spiritual doctors. I say to you, build walls of intercession and use intercessory tears as your mortar.  

7) “Appointed Feasts” are in reality spiritual events that will occur after death for the elect. The man that fails his Final Test, these Feasts will not pertain to him.

a. Passover

b. The Feast of Unleavened Bread.

c. The Feast of Weeks. 

d. The Day of Blowing of Trumpets.

e. The Day of Atonement.

f. The Feast of Booths.

8) “His (His refers to God.) fierce indignation has spurned king and priest”. My dear brothers, the “king” refers to the things that rule over our lives. The “priest” refers to the three powers of our being. (Memory, understanding, and will.) We must understand that each of has a temple within us. The question is this, is our priest taking care of our temples?

9) “The Lord has scorned His altar, disowned His sanctuary”. This line is a reference to a man’s soul that has failed his Final Test.
10) “They (They refers to Baby-lonians.) shout in the Lord’s Temple as though it were a day of celebration”. This line refers to the joy of our accusers when they cause a soul to seek death.
11) “Her kings and princes have been exiled to distant lands”. God always gives His reasons for punishment. The man that makes deadly sin his ruler will fail his Final Test. His home will be in a foreign land, a nation called hell.
12) “The law is no more”. My dear brothers, notice the analogy. The law is the word of God and the word of God is Christ. If a man fails his Final Test, Christ will abandon him. Such a man is like a branch cut from a tree. 
Brothers, make no mistake about it, the Lord judges us moment by moment. He judges our actions against the actions of His Mother Mary. That is why Scripture says; “He marked Zion off by the line”. 

13) “Sit on the ground in silence”. The important word in this line is “silence”. I assure you, if a man fails his Final Test, he will have no excuses. Let me explain myself, the damned will see clearly their lives and thus a defense can’t be found. Without a defense, there will only be silence. My point to you is this; God gives us countless chances to see our folly.

14) “My eyes are spent with weeping; my stomach churns”. This is the sadness in which Jeremiah saw. The Lord has no joy in the death of anyone. Ez (18:32) And we have been invited to experience this sadness as well. When our faces are sad, our love for one another will grow.

15) “For huge as the sea is your ruin: who can heal you”? Once a man falls into suicidal depression, his ruin is complete: no one will plead his case or give him comfort.

16) “But have seen for you visions false and misleading”. Again I say to you, the flesh feels no danger. God lies to those that live in the flesh. Consider my question, are you sure you want to believe in those lies?
Brothers, only those that possess the Seven Spirits of God enjoy the spirit of holy fear. 

17) “The Lord has done what He purposed, has carried out His threat”. It’s not written in vain when Scripture says; “Many are invited, but few are chosen.” Mt (22:14)
Brothers, the Lord doesn’t hide His threats. Christ warned us when He said; “Enter through the narrow gate; the gate that leads to damnation is wide, the road is clear, and many choose to travel it. But how narrow is the gate that leads to life, how rough the road, and how few there are who find it!” Mt (7:13) Again, I say to you, the gate looks narrow to the man filled with self-love. 

18) “Cry out to the Lord; moan, O daughter Zion”! In this verse Jeremiah is calling on us to intercede for one another. Once a soul commits suicide after death, there is no return. That is why this is the season of sackcloth, so I say to you, offer Christ’s most sorrowful passion to God’s justice.

19) “Rise up, cry out in the night”. “In the night” refers to the Final Test. Jeremiah is asking us to recognize the coming night, yes to recognize that each of us must be subjected to the Final Test. 

20) “At the beginning of every watch”. The elect, not the damned, are rescued by Christ at different times in the night. Jeremiah is calling on us to pray for all of them, from the first watch to the morning watch. The first watch, called the evening watch, begins at sun down. Spiritually speaking, the 144,000 are rescued at this watch. You must understand, the 144,000 were prepared; during life they made their brother’s spiritual well-being first. Because of their faithfulness, Christ will be faithful to them. A detailed discussion is given later in this chapter.       
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21) “Must women eat their offspring”? See later in this chapter, The Final Test: You Will Devour Your Children.
The Final Test: The Book of Lamentations, Chapter Three.

Lam 3:1 I am a man who knows affliction from the rod of His anger,

3:2 One whom He has led and forced to walk in darkness, not in the light;

3:3 Against me alone He brings back His hand again and again all the Day.

3:4 He has worn away my flesh and my skin, He has broken my bones;
3:5 He has overrun me round about with poverty and weariness;

3:6 He has left me to dwell in the dark like those long dead.

3:7 He has hemmed me in with no escape and weighed me down with chains;

3:8 Even when I cry out for help; He stops my prayer;

3:9 He has blocked my ways with hewn (Cut) stones, and turned my paths aside.

3:10 A lurking bear God has been to me, a lion in ambush!

3:11 He deranged my ways, set me astray, left me desolate.

3:12 He bent His bow, and set me up as the target for His arrow.

3:13 He pierces my sides with shafts from His quiver. (A quiver is case for carrying or holding arrows.)
3:14 I have become a laughingstock for all nations, their taunt all the Day long;

3:15 He has filled me with bitter food, made me drink my fill of wormwood.

3:16 He has broken my teeth with gravel, pressed my face in the dust;

3:17 My soul is deprived of peace, I have forgotten what happiness is;

3:18 I tell myself my future is lost, all that I hoped for from the LORD.

3:19 The thought of my homeless poverty is wormwood and gall; (Refers to bitterness.)
3:20 Remembering it over and over leaves my soul downcast within me.
1) “One whom He has led and forced to walk in darkness, not in the light”. Anger, envy and revenge can be likened to darkness. The light can be likened to compassion, mercy and love.

2) “Against me alone”. Each of us will experience the Final Test on our own. What will we do when we are alone facing our accusers?

3) “Like those long dead”. This verse refers to Lucifer and the angels that followed him. They are called “dead” because they cause souls to seek suicide.  

4) “Even when I cry out for help; He stops my prayer”. My son, tell My people, the wicked have no true sorrow for having committed sin. True, there is sorrow for one’s own damnation but no sorrow for the damage caused by sin. The wicked loved their flesh during life, and now at the end of their lives, they fail to repent. Thus, when they plead with Me, I will not listen.

5) “He has blocked my ways with hewn (Cut) stones”. My dear brothers, the word “stone” represents the word of God. The following verses illustrate this.  

1 Pet 2:4 Come to Christ, a living stone, rejected by human beings but chosen and precious in the sight of God,

2:5 and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (Intercessions.)

2:6 For it says in Scripture:  “Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion, a cornerstone, chosen and precious, and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame.”

2:7 Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, but for those without faith: “The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”

2:8 and “A stone that will make people stumble, and a rock that will make them fall.” They stumble because they do not listen to God's word or obey it, and so they meet the fate that has been planned for them. (Refers to failing the Final Test.)
Since the “stone” represents the word of God. Cut stones can be likened to words as well, but since someone had altered them, it can be said that the word of God has been altered. Cut stones are likened to the words spoken by false prophets. The analogy is this; hewn stones can represent our accusers accusations.
6) “I have become a laughingstock for all nations”. The nations refer to the armies of hell. There are six nations: anger, envy, spiritual laziness, lust, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. (See chapter six.) Each soul, in hell, is designated to a nation. During life, the damned committed all kinds of sin, but one type of sin they excelled at. They made one of the six deadly spirits their king. In other words, you can say that each condemned soul is assigned to one of the six deadly sins. It must also be explained that the deadly spirit of arrogance is not a nation. All in hell wear that title.

Mi 4:5 For all the peoples walk each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God forever and ever.
7) “Wormwood” Many species of plants called wormwood grow in Palestine. All species have a strong, bitter taste, leading to the use of the plant as a symbol of bitterness, sorrow and calamity. Wormwood was used as medicine in ancient times. A decoction of the leaves is used to cure intestinal worms, hence the common name. Wormwood is the dominant plant in vast areas of desert in the Middle East. The silvery green leaves of this compact shrub give it a distinctive appearance when the rest of the vegetation is dry. Unlike many members of the native flora, wormwood flowers in the middle of the summer. I also want you to know, “wormwood” symbolizes the awakening of the conscience. You must understand, at our Final Tests, the three powers of our being, memory, under-standing and will are awakened to the truth. And this truth will cause great confusion and distress. (Bitterness) Why you ask? Behold, a distressed conscience bears witness against itself.
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Woodworm

8) “My soul is deprived of peace”. When a man fails his Final Test, he is separated from God, and as a consequence he is an enemy of God, thus there is no peace between the two. 

9) “I have forgotten what happiness is”. Again, I ask you, what will a man do when the Lord takes away everything he loves? If a man fails his Final Test, the Lord will put an end to his lewdness and to his harlotry, he shall no longer look toward it, nor shall he remember it. Ez (23:27)
10) “Remembering it over and over leaves my soul downcast within me”. My son, tell My people to reflect on what I am saying. The damned shall realize that their own sins have brought them to such an evil end, and with this knowledge the worm of conscience gnaws away in self-pity. Yes they see that their sinfulness has deprived them of everything that they loved. Instead, they see the ugliness of all those in hell and sharing in their fellowship, their conscience gnaws away at them constantly. Such is their terrible torment of seeing the Lucifer and his followers, for in seeing them they know themselves better, that is they recognize that their sinfulness has made them worthy of them. And so the worm gnaws on and the fire of conscience never stops burning. Mk (9:48)
The rest of the third chapter of Lamentations is continued in this chapter, The Fourth Watch, The Book Of Lamentations. 

The Final Test: The Book of Lamentations, Chapter Four.

Lam 4:1 How tarnished is the gold, how changed the noble metal; how the sacred stones lie strewn at every street corner!

4:2 The precious children of Zion, worth their weight in fine gold, now worth no more than earthen jars made by the hands of a potter!

4:3 Even the jackals feed their young, but not my (My refers to Jeremiah) people Israel. They ignore their children's cries, like the ostriches of the desert.

4:4 The parched tongues of their little ones stick with thirst to the roofs of their mouths. The children cry for bread, but no one has any to give them.
4:5 Those accustomed to dainty food perish in the streets; those brought up in purple now cling to the ash heaps.

4:6 The guilt of my (My refers to Jeremiah.) people is greater than that of Sodom, where utter disaster struck in a moment with no one to help them.
4:7 Brighter than snow were her (Jerusalem’s) princes, whiter than milk, more ruddy than coral their bodies, more precious than sapphire.

4:8 Now their appearance is blacker than soot, they are unrecognized on the streets; their skin shrinks on their bones, as dry as wood.

4:9 Better for those who perish by the sword than for those who die of hunger, who waste away, as though pierced through, deprived of the produce of the field.

4:10 The hands of compassionate women boiled their own children, to serve them as mourners’ food in the downfall of the daughter of my people. 

4:11 The LORD has spent His anger, poured out His blazing wrath; He has kindled a fire in Zion that has consumed her foundations.

4:12 The kings of the earth did not believe, nor any of the world’s inhabitants, that enemy or foe could enter the gates of Jerusalem.
4:13 Because of the sins of her prophets and the crimes of her priests, who defiled the city by shedding innocent blood.

4:14 They staggered blindly in the streets, soiled with blood, so that people could not touch even their garments:

4:15 "Get away!" the people shouted at them. "You are defiled! Don't touch us!" So they fled to distant lands and wandered there among foreign nations, but none would let them stay.

4:16 The LORD himself has dispersed them, He regards them no more; He does not receive the priests with favor, nor show kindness to the elders.
4:17 Our eyes ever wasted away, looking in vain for aid; from our watchtower we watched for a nation that could not save us.

4:18 We couldn't go into the streets without danger to our lives. Our end was near; our days were numbered. We were doomed!
4:19 Our pursuers were swifter than eagles in the air, they harassed us on the mountains and waylaid us in the desert.

4:20 Our king, (Judah’s king.) the Lord’s anointed, the very life of our nation, was caught in their snares. We had foolishly boasted that under his (Judah’s king.) protection we could hold our own against any nation on earth!

4:21 Though you rejoice and are glad, O daughter Edom, you who dwell in the land of Uz, to you also shall the cup be passed; you shall become drunk and naked.

1) “Jackals” are found throughout the Middle East. They are members of the dog family, and jackals often live in packs. Jackals are nighttime scavengers that live in desolate places.
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Ps 44:20 Yet You (God) have left us crushed, desolate in a place of jackals; You have covered us with darkness.

Jer 9:10 I will turn Jerusalem into a heap of ruins, a house of jackals; the cities of Judah I will make into a waste, where no one dwells.
Lam 5:18 For Jerusalem is empty and desolate, jackals prowl over it.
Jer 10:22 Listen! A noise! It comes closer, a great uproar from the northern land: to turn the cities of Judah into a desert house of jackals.
Mi 1:7 All her idols shall be broken to pieces, all her wages shall be burned in the fire, and all her statues I (I refers to God.) will destroy. As the wages of a harlot they were gathered, and to the wages of a harlot shall they return.

1:8 Because of this, I (I refers to Micah the prophet.) lament and wail, I go barefoot and naked; I utter lamentation like the jackals, and mourning like the ostriches.
1:9 There is no remedy for the blow she has been struck; rather, it has come even to Judah, it reaches to the gate of my people, even to Jerusalem.

Mal 1:3 Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? Says the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, but hated Esau; I made his mountains a waste, his heritage a desert for jackals.
Ps 63:9 My soul clings fast to You; Your right hand upholds me.

63:10 But those who seek my life will come to ruin; they shall go down to the depths of the earth!

63:11 They shall be handed over to the sword and become the prey of jackals!

My dear brothers, the man that fails his Final Test, everything, and I mean everything, will be taken away. Since everything is gone, he will fall into terrifying depression. He will curse his Creator for his condition, and strike back at his family and friends, which is the only way to seek revenge against the God that created him. In his fury, love has disappeared; his fury is so great he can’t even love himself. Thus you can say that his city is ruined and becomes the home of jackals. Recall how jackals are members of the dog family, and are nighttime scavengers. And if a man dies as a “dog”, he lives for eternity outside the gates of heaven. Rev (22:15) See chapter seven, Dominion: Dog. With these definitions in mind, the jackals represent our accusers.

2) “Even the jackals feed their young, but not My people Israel”. Behold, the jackal represents our fallen brothers. “The jackals feed their young”, what does this mean? My answer to you is this; their young represent their actions. In essence, our accusers feed the fires of revenge. In the same line, God makes the complaint that Israel fails to feed her children, yes they ignore the word of God.    

3) The “ostrich” is the largest living bird, stands up to 8-½ feet high, weighing up to 300 pounds. It flaps its wings but it cannot fly. Unlike birds that fly, such as the stork, an ostrich lays its eggs in a nest on the ground. In fact several ostrich hens lay their eggs in one nest. If there is no more room in the nest they deposit their eggs outside the nest in the sand. Brooding hens, in the confusion of getting in and out of the nest, often crush these eggs. Ostriches’ seem to be unconcern, even cruel to their young. Hens may leave the nest before all the chicks are hatched. If a human disturbs a nest, an ostrich may trample the eggs. Or a hen may even sit on eggs in another nest, forgetting her own.
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Ostriches

Jb 39:13 The wings of the ostrich beat idly; her plumage is lacking in pinions, but they are no match for the feathers of the stork.

39:14 When she leaves her eggs on the ground and deposits them in the sand,

39:15 Unmindful that a foot may crush them, that the wild beasts may trample them,

39:16 She cruelly disowns her young and ruthlessly makes nothing of her brood;
39:17 For God has withheld wisdom from her and has given her no share in understanding.

39:18 Yet in her swiftness of foot she makes sport of the horse and his rider.

Jb 30:28 I go about in gloom, without the sun; I rise up in public to voice my grief.

30:29 I have become the brother of jackals, companion to the ostrich.
4) “Israel ignores their children's cries, like the ostriches of the desert”. Why be cruel to yourselves? Our lives are not our own, but rather we have spiritual obligations to each other. You can liken the ostrich’s lack of concern for her eggs to spiritual laziness. We must discipline ourselves and be mindful of our offspring. Spiritual laziness is the most misunderstood and hidden deadly spirit.
5) “Those brought up in purple now cling to the ash heaps”. The color purple denotes royalty. During biblical times the color was extracted from the secretion of the hypobranchial gland of the mollusks. Such dye was a product of the Phoenician coastal zone whose people maintained a monopoly on the item through much of history. The reason why purple symbolizes royalty is because of the color’s cost. Since the Mediterranean Sea has no tides, it does not uncover its shores at low water like the oceans. The coveted shellfish, in most instances, prefers deep water; and to procure them in any quality it was necessary that they should be fished up from a deep depth. The mode in which they were captured was the following. A long rope was let down into the sea, with baskets of reeds attached to the rope at intervals, constructed like our lobster-traps. With an opening that yielded easily to pressure from the outside, but resisted pressure from the inside, which made escape difficult. The baskets were baited with mussels or frogs, both of which had great attractions for the murex Phyllonotus brandaris (Mollusk). At the upper end of the rope was attached to a large piece of cork, which, even when the baskets were full, could not be drawn under water. It was usual to set the traps in the evening, and after waiting a night, or sometimes a night and a day, to draw them up to the surface. 
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Brothers, the analogy can be made that those that live a life of self-indulgence are clothed in purple. To them, life is a plaything, a holiday for personal gain. However, at their Final Tests, they shall receive a rude awakening. They trusted in their pleasures and wealth of various kinds. Everything that they valued will be turned to ashes. 

6) “Coral” is a tiny animal that is not mobile but stays fixed in one place. It feeds by reaching out with tentacles to catch prey such as small fish. Corals live in colonies consisting of many individuals, each of which is called polyp. They secrete a hard calcium carbonate skeleton, which serves as protection. It is these hard skeletal structures that build up coral reefs over time. Pieces of coral were considered precious and were important trade goods. Found in both Mediterranean and Red Sea coastal waters, coral was a popular material for beads and various forms of jewelry.
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Coral reef

7) “The guilt of my (My refers to Jeremiah.) people is greater than that of Sodom”. In a parable given to us by Jesus, the point was made that “Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more”. Lk (12:48) Jerusalem was given the Law and the prophets; Sodom did not have these advantages. We should take this warning to heart, for we have Christ and He has given us a reason to live forever, His Church and the Sacraments and His Mother as our advocate. Make no mistake about; much is required of us.     
8) “Better for those who perish by the sword than for those who die of hunger” My dear brothers, to die from famine symbolizes those men who will or have failed their Final Tests. These men have forsaken the spiritual helps given to them. Thus they commit suicide, because they have no reason to live another day. (Famine) The man that dies from the sword, his Final Test was very stressful as well. His accusers were many, and many of their accusations were true. His wounds were many and he shed much blood. However, in the Book of Revelation, it implies that these wounds did not cause every lasting death.  

Rev 6:9 When He broke open the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls of those who had been slaughtered because of the witness they bore to the word of God.

6:10 They cried out in a loud voice, “How long will it be, Holy and true Master, before you sit in judgment and avenge our blood on the inhabitants of the earth?”

6:11 Each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to be patient a little while longer until the number was filled of their fellow servants and brothers who were going to be killed as they had been.
9) “The kings of the earth did not believe, nor any of the world’s inhabitants, that enemy or foe could enter the gates of Jerusalem”. Let’s take a survey, my dear brothers, and ask men to consider their destiny after death. How many would say that their destiny would be depression and anger followed by suicide? But yet, no one has the foggiest idea that God is sending an enemy against them.

10) “Because of the sins of her prophets and the crimes of her priests”. In the same way that an arrogant man feels no danger, the false prophets in Jerusalem were giving “rosy” forecasts to king and the people. 

11) “Who defiled the city by shedding innocent blood”. Spiritual laziness is a very deadly sin. Like it or not, God has made us our brother’s spiritual keepers. If we fail to help one another spiritually, blood is on our hands.
12) “We watched for a nation that could not save us”. The nation referred to in this line refers to Egypt. Both Jeremiah and Ezekiel had warned against the futility of trusting in Egypt for protection. Jer (37:6) & Ez (29:6) That false hope brought only bitter grief when Babylon’s armies, swifter than eagles, finally captured Jerusalem. So the lesson to be learned is this, if we believe in our own thought by disregarding the word of God, we are fact relying on lies. In vain, our lies will not come be our protection.
13) “Our king, the Lord’s anointed, the very life of our nation, was caught in their snares. We had foolishly boasted that under his (Judah’s king) protection we could hold our own against any nation on earth”! Do you see how every man is born into the world with passions and pleasures of various kinds? If we fail our spiritual obligations to one another, God delivers us into the hands of our passions and these passions rule over us. But a snare or hidden trap awaits every man, not realizing that his king can’t protect him.
14) “They harassed us on the mountains and waylaid us in the desert”. My dear brothers, no one will have the power to escape his accusers. Only Christ can give us a reason to live forever.

15) “Though you rejoice and are glad, O daughter Edom”. The people of Edom are descendants of Esau, the twin brother of Jacob. It says in Scripture that Esau sold his “birthright” to his younger brother Jacob for a bowl of “beans”. It also says that Jacob tricked his father Isaac, with the help of his mother, into giving his blessing to him, thus angering Esau. Jacob fled for his life because Esau wanted to do him violence. In the same way as Esau hated his brother Jacob, our accusers at our Final Tests hate us. The descend-ants of Esau represent the nation of anger and revenge. Since most men fall victim to their accusers, our accusers have many victims to rejoice over. 
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16) “You who dwell in the land of Uz, to you also shall the cup be passed; you shall become drunk and naked”. In the Bible there are some places, like Uz, that do not exist in the real world. Another such place is Harmon. Am (4:3) Then you can add Bochim in the Book of Judges Jdg (2:1) and then you have the river Pishon in the Book of Genesis. Gn (2:10) I assure you, Scripture has not made a mistake. The man that shares in the Seven Spirits of God will know that Uz refers to the place after death where the Final Test is held. Uz is also named for the place in which Job lived. I assure you, the Book of Job is describing a man that goes through the Final Test.  “Harmon” refers to hell, “Bochim” refers to purgatory, and “Pishon” river supplies the 144,000 the thoughts and feelings of Christ. When it says, “to you also shall the cup be passed; you shall become drunk and naked” refers to the Second Woe. On this Day the Lord will take His revenge on our accusers.
The Final Test: The Book of Lamentations, Chapter Five.

Lam 5:1 Remember, O Lord, what has befallen us; (Us refers to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.) behold, and see our disgrace! 

5:2 Our inheritance has been turned over to strangers, our homes to foreigners.

5:3 We have become orphans, fatherless; our mothers are like widows.

5:4 We must pay for the water we drink, the wood we get must be bought. 

5:5 With a yoke on our necks we are hard driven; we are weary, we are given no rest.

5:6 We have made a pact with Egypt, and to Assyria, to get bread enough.

5:7 Our fathers sinned, and are no more; and we bear their iniquities.

5:8 Slaves rule over us; there is none to deliver us from their hand.

5:9 We get our bread at the peril of our lives, because of the sword in the wilderness. 

5:10 Our skin is hot as an oven with the burning heat of famine.

5:11 Women are raped in Zion, virgins in the towns of Judah. 

5:12 Princes are hung up by their hands; no respect is shown to the elders. 

5:13 Young men are compelled to grind at the mill; and boys stagger under loads of wood. 

5:14 The old men have left the city gate, the young men their music. 

5:15 The joy of our hearts has ceased; our dancing has been turned to mourning. 

5:16 The crown has fallen from our head; woe to us, for we have sinned!

5:17 Because of this our hearts are sick, because of these things our eyes have grown dim,

5:18 for Mount Zion that lies desolate; jackals prowl over it. 

1) “Our inheritance has been turned over to strangers, our homes to foreigners”. My dear brothers, never forget, our inheritance is the thoughts and feelings of Jesus, yes His Seven Spirits. In a manner of speaking, the man that fails the Final Test, his inheritance is taken as bounty by his accusers. How-ever in the Fourth Kingdom, at the verbal battle of Armageddon, the elect shall recapture this “bounty” from the damned. The Seven Spirits of God that the damned would have received shall be divided among elect. That is why it says; “The meek shall inherit the earth”. The meek refers to the elect; the earth refers to the damned, for they are the ones that lived by the flesh, instead of the spirit. If you find this concept confusing, just remember, the elect will receive the Seven Spirits of God that the damned forfeited. See Fourth Kingdom.

Prv 13:22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the sinner’s wealth is laid up for the righteous.
2) In biblical times “Orphans” and “widows” were a sign of great poverty. The people during those times failed to treat orphans and widows with compassion as we do today.

3) “With a yoke on our necks we are hard driven”. 

Dt 28:48 therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and utter poverty, you will serve the enemies whom the LORD will send against you. He will put an iron yoke on your neck, until He destroys you. (Refers to the Second Woe.)
Jer 28:13 … Thus says the LORD: By breaking a wooden yoke, you forge an iron yoke!
4) “Egypt” and Assyria” It must be pointed out that Jerusalem feared Babylon and because of Babylon’s threat, Judah tried to establish alliances with Egypt and Assyria. The lesson to be learned is this; your alliance should be with God’s word, not with worldly wisdom. You can liken your alliances with worldly wisdom with Judah’s failed alliances with Egypt and Assyria. Egypt symbolizes the false prophet in a man, and Assyria symbolizes a man that places his trust in his wealth and pleasures of the world.

5) “To get bread enough”. My dear brothers, bread is a symbol for life. The “living bread” is the sorrows of Christ, which cause compassion in our souls. Worldly bread is the spirit of the false prophet. It’s amazing how a man feels safe in his beliefs, and this is his food that gives him strength. 

Brothers, rely not on your strength in following the desires of your heart. Sir (5:2) Not in your bow should you trust, nor will your sword bring you victory. Ps (44:7) Trust not in your wealth, yet in no way can a man redeem himself, or pay his own ransom to God. Ps (49:7) Put no trust in princes, in man, in whom there is no salvation. Ps (146:3) Mortals are a mere breath, an illusion are men of rank. Ps (62:10) Better to take refuge in the Lord than to put one’s trust in man. Ps (118:8) Know in your hearts, God takes no delight in the strength of horses, no pleasure in the runner’s stride. Ps (147:10) My dear brothers, give my statement a hearing, don’t rely on the seven deadly spirits as your strength. Woe to those who trust in their own intelligence and not in the Lord.

6) “Our fathers sinned, and are no more”. This verse refers to the man that fails his Final Test. “Father” refers to the Natural Law written on his heart. If he fails his Final Test, the Natural Law will be no more. I assure you, a man in hell has been transformed and resembles nothing of his former self, thus, you can say, the “father” is no more.

7) “We bear their iniquities”.  Remember, my dear brothers, a man is punished for his actions. Thus you can say the “father”, that is no more, his “offspring”, which are his sins are punished.   

If a man fails his Final Test, there are no second chances. He shall remain in hell for eternity, with no one to love him.

8) “Our skin is hot as an oven with the burning heat of famine”. If a man fails his Final Test, he shall die of famine. As bread gives life to the physical body, we need a reason to live forever. 

9) “The crown has fallen from our head”. Let me ask you this? Do you see your invitations? Our baptisms are an invitation to experience the thoughts and feelings of Jesus. Oh, I say with lament, how few understand their beautiful invitations, the crowns placed upon our heads. 

Brothers, after death, nothing will be like it was. If we have been eating dirt as our only reason to live, a most terrible thing will occur, the dirt will be taken away. 

10) “Our eyes have grown dim”. My son, say to My people, use your three powers of your being, that is, use your mind’s ear to hold on to My word with the power of your memory. With your mind’s eye you can listen to My word and have the power to understand. With the power of your heart, you can joyfully achieve the purpose for which the word was sent out. 

Ps 6:7 My eye wastes away because of grief, it grows weak because of all my foes.
Jb 7:6 My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and come to their end without hope.

7:7 “Remember that my life is a breath; my eye will never again see good.

7:8 The eye of him who sees me will behold me no more; while Your eyes are upon me, I shall be gone.

7:9 As the cloud fades and vanishes, so he who goes down to Sheol does not come up;

The Final Test: The Flood Waters.

Mt 7:24  “Everyone who listens to these words of Mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock. 
7:25 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; it had been set solidly on rock.

7:26 And everyone who listens to these words of Mine but does not act on them will be like a fool who built his house on sand. 

7:27 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. And it collapsed and was completely ruined.”

1) “Sand” is a shaky foundation and can be likened to those men that rely on their personal beliefs. So ask yourselves, have you built your houses upon the word of God, or on sand. As Scripture says, “The man who pleads his case first seems to be in the right, then his opponent comes and puts him to the test”.  Prv (18:17)
2) “The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house”. In the Book of Isaiah, Scripture likens the rain as the word of God. Is (55:10) With this concept in mind, we can deduct that our enemies accusations can be represented as “rain” as well, yes rain that causes a flood of destruction.  
Is 55:10 For just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return there till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to him who sows and bread to him who eats,

55:11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but shall do My will, achieving the end for which I sent it.
Jb 22:10 Therefore snares are round about you, and sudden terror overwhelms you;

22:11 your light is darkened, so that you cannot see, and a flood of water covers you.

1) “A flood of water covers you”. Yes, my dear brothers, a flood of accusations will come against us at our Final Tests. 

Jb 22:12 “Does not God, in the heights of the heavens, behold the stars, high though they are? 

22:13 Therefore you say, ‘What does God know? Can He judge through the thick darkness?

22:14 Thick clouds hide Him, so that He does not see, and He walks on the vault of heaven.’

22:15 Will you keep to the old way which wicked men have trod?

22:16 They were snatched away before their time; their foundation was washed away.

Jb 27:20 Terrors overtake him like a flood; in the night a whirlwind carries him off.

Jb 12:15 If God withholds the waters, they dry up; if He sends them out, they overwhelm the land.
The Final Test: Your Children Destroyed.

Is 13:15 Whoever is found will be thrust through, and whoever is caught will fall by the sword. 

13:16 Their infants will be dashed in pieces before their eyes; their houses will be plundered and their wives ravished.

1) “Infants” is a reference to a man’s offspring, that is, a man’s actions.

2) “House” refers to a man’s soul.

Is 51:17 Awake, awake! Arise, O Jerusalem, You who drank at the LORD’S hand the cup of His wrath; who drained to the dregs (Sediments.) the bowl of staggering!

51:18 She has no one to guide her of all the sons she bore; she has no one to grasp her by the hand, of all the sons she reared!—

51:19 Your misfortunes are double; who is there to grieve with you? Desolation and destruction, famine and sword! Who is there to comfort you?

51:20 Your sons lie helpless at every street corner like antelopes in a net. They are filled with the wrath of the LORD, the reprimand of your God.

1) “Who drained to the dregs (Sediments) the bowl of staggering”! Emptying the bowel, even the sediments is reference to extreme indulgence, yes worldly indulgence.

2) “Famine.” Yes, days are coming, says the Lord GOD, when I will send famine upon the land: not a famine of bread, or thirst for water, but for hearing the word of the LORD. Am (8:11) Such a man will die because he has no reason to continue his existence. Everything he loved is gone. And the living bread, he rejects. And why does he do this? He can’t recognize its value. Thus he doesn’t see “the word” as a reason to live forever.    

3) “Your sons lie helpless at every street corner like antelopes in a net”. So I ask you, did you really think that a man’s money or his status in society, would mean anything after death. These things, in which men think that are important, were in fact useless. 

Brothers, we must consider our futures, an ambush awaits. At our Final Tests, what will we say to our accusers? Can a man survive an attack without armor? Fathers that gave birth to sin, their sons will lie helpless, likened to antelopes in a net. However, a man that has given birth to virtue will have many sons that will protect him.   

Ez 23:46 Thus says the Lord GOD: Summon an assembly against them, and deliver them over to terror and plunder.

23:47 The assembly shall stone them and hack them to pieces with their swords. They shall slay their sons and daughters, and burn their houses with fire.
1) “They shall slay their sons and daughters”. This verse illustrates how a man’s enemies will testify against him for his crimes. 

2) “Fire” refers to the destructive force and power contained in our enemy’s accusations.

Jas 3:6 And the tongue is a fire.
Hos 14:1 ..for she has rebelled against her God. They shall fall by the sword, their little ones shall be dashed to pieces, their expectant mothers shall be ripped open.
1) “Their expectant mothers shall be ripped open”. Spiritually speaking, who are expectant mothers? There are men that plan to change their lives, but never get around doing it, thus they can be likened to expectant mothers. A virtue has to be seen by God to be a virtue. 

Hos 9:12 Even though they bring up their children, I will make them childless, till not one is left. Woe to them when I turn away from them!

1) “Even though they bring up their children, I will make them childless”. A man’s worldly actions can be considered as children. But after physical death, he will lose his ability to indulge his passions and appetites.

Is 33:11 You conceive dry grass, bring forth stubble; My Spirit (Refers to God.) shall consume you like fire.

1) “You conceive dry grass”. This verse is a reference to how a man can give birth to something worthless. Understand the warn-ing, grass can easily be dried and be burned. 

2) “My Spirit shall consume you like fire”. This “Spirit” is God’s Spirit and at our Final Tests, the Lord will reveal our crimes.

Ez 5:15 You shall be a reproach and a taunt, a warning and a horror, to the nations round about you, when I execute judgments on you in anger and fury, and with furious chastisements—I, the Lord, have spoken— 

5:16 when I loose against you My deadly arrows of famine, arrows for destruction, which I will loose to destroy you, and when I bring more and more famine upon you, and break your staff of bread.

5:17 I will send famine against you, and wild beasts that shall rob you of your children. 

1) “Wild beasts that shall rob you of your children”. It can be said that our accusers can be likened to wild beasts.

Jer 2:29 How dare you still plead with Me? You have all rebelled against Me, says the LORD.

2:30 In vain I struck your children; the correction they did not take. Your (Your refers to the Jews.) sword devoured your prophets (The prophets that God sent.) like a ravening lion.

1) “How dare you still plead with Me”? My son, tell My people, the worldly have no true sorrow for having committed sin. True, there is sorrow for one’s own damnation but no sorrow for the damage caused by sin. The worldly loved their flesh during life, and now at the end of their lives, they fail to repent. Thus, when they plead with Me, I will not listen.

2) “In vain I struck your children”. Your children refer to a man’s actions. In the Book of Wisdom it says:
Wis 12:2 Therefore you punish offenders little by little, warns them, and remind them of the sins they are committing, that they may abandon their wickedness and believe in you, O LORD!

12:10 But condemning them bit by bit, you gave them space for repentance.
Jer 5:17 They (Babylonians) will devour your harvest and your bread, devour your sons and your daughters, devour your sheep and cattle, devour your vines and fig trees; they will beat flat with the sword the fortified city in which you trust.
1) “They (Babylonians) will devour your harvest and your bread”. In the same way that our bodies need food to live, our spirits need a reason to live. Simply, we all need a reason to live and our accusers will do everything in their power to give us a multitude of reasons to die. 

2) “Sons, and daughters” refer to a man’s actions 

3) “Sheep, cattle, vines, and fig trees” represent his love for worldly things. In the Book of Ecclesiastes, the following verses illustrate this.

Eccl 5:17 Here is what I recognize as good: it is well for a man to eat and drink and enjoy all the fruits of his labor under the sun during the limited days of the life which God gives him; for this is his lot.
5:18 Any man to whom God gives riches and property, and grants power to partake of them, so that he receives his lot and finds joy in the fruits of his toil, has a gift from God.

5:19 For he will hardly dwell on the shortness of his life, because God lets him busy himself with the joy of his heart.
4) “Fortified city”. This verse refers to a man’s arrogance. His fortified city has no room for the truth because he feels safe in his beliefs.

Jb 5:3 I (God) have seen the fool taking root, but suddenly I cursed his dwelling.

5:4 His sons are far from safety, they are crushed in the gate, and there is no one to deliver them.
Jb 8:4 If your children have sinned against God, He has delivered them into the power of their guilt.
Lk 19:43 For the Days shall come upon you, when your enemies will cast up a bank about you and surround you, and hem you in on every side, 

19:44 and dash you to the ground, you and your children within you, and they will not leave one stone upon another in you; because you did not know the time of your visitation.”
1) “Because you did not know the time of your visitation”. The simple fact that God writes the Natural Law upon our hearts can be called a visitation. Yes, God even sends us many messengers, such as the Holy Angels and His servants.

Wis 3:16 But children of adulterers will not come to maturity, and the offspring of an unlawful union will perish.
1) “Offspring of an unlawful union will perish”. When a man eats the world’s dirt, yes when he makes his passions and pleasures his king, this is likened to an unlawful union with a harlot.

Is 47:8 Now hear this, voluptuous one, enthroned securely, Saying to yourself, “I, and no one else! I shall never be a widow, or suffer the loss of my children”—

47:9 Both these things shall come to you suddenly, in a single day: (The Final Test.) Complete bereavement and widowhood shall come upon you for your many sorceries and the great number of your spells;

47:10 Because you felt secure in your wickedness, and said, “No one sees me.” Your wisdom and your knowledge led you astray, and you said to yourself, “I, and no one else!“
1) “I shall never be a widow”. During biblical times, a widow had a much harder time of securing a living. Yes a woman that lost her husband found herself in financial hardship. In the same way, what will we do when God takes away everything we love?

2) “Because you felt secure in your wickedness”. This verse refers to a man’s arrogance. Such a one feels safe in his beliefs and has no room for the truth.  

Let me say this, learn where prudence is, where strength, where understanding; that you may know also where are length of days, and life, where light of the eyes, and peace. Bar (3:14) Later generations (The generations after Christ.) have seen the light, but the way to understanding they have not known, they have not perceived her paths, or reached her; their offspring (Their actions.) were far from the way to her. Bar (3:20)
Jer 32:17 Ah, Lord GOD, You have made heaven and earth by Your great might, with Your outstretched arm; nothing is impossible to You.

32:18 You continue Your kindness through a thousand generations; and You repay the fathers’ guilt, even into the lap of their sons who follow them. O God, great and mighty, whose Name is LORD of many,

32:19 great in counsel, mighty in deed, whose eyes are open to all the ways of men, giving to each according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds:

1) “You continue Your kindness through a thousand generations”. Scripture uses a thousand generations to represent eternity.
2) “You repay the fathers’ guilt, even into the lap of their sons who follow them”. I ask you, do you think it’s fair that the Lord punishes a father’s sons for the guilt of his father? Listen to what I have to say; Scripture is speaking symbolically, only the man who commits sin is punished. It should be obvious that Scripture is speaking about a man’s actions. 

Brothers, remember when Pilate said to the people, “I am innocent of the blood of this Man. (Man refers to Jesus.) The responsibility is yours’? And the people’s response was, “Let His blood be on us and on our children”. Mt (27:25) I assure you the Lord judges a man by his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds. Children refer to a man’s actions.  

When Scripture informs us that the Lord repays a father’s guilt into the lap of his son, this implies the father’s actions. During life, you can either give birth to worthlessness or virtue. The Lord clarifies this in the Book of Ezekiel.

Ez 18:4 For all lives are Mine; the life of the father is like the life of the son, both are Mine; only the one who sins shall die.

1) “Only the one who sins shall die”. When a man fails his Final Test, his desire is not to exist, yes his desire is to die.

Ez 18:20 Only the one who sins shall die. The son shall not be charged with the guilt of his father, nor shall the father be charged with the guilt of his son. The virtuous man’s virtue shall be his own, as the wicked man’s wickedness shall be his own.
Dt 24:16 “Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor children for their fathers; only for his own guilt shall a man be put to death.
Jb 15:34 For the breed of the impious shall be sterile, and fire shall consume the tents of robbers.

15:35 They conceive malice and bring forth emptiness; they give birth to failure.
Jer 22:30 Thus says the LORD: Write this man down as one childless, who will never thrive in his lifetime! No descendant of his shall achieve a seat on the throne of David as ruler again over Judah.

Sir 11:28 Call no one happy before his death; a man will be known through his children. 

The Final Test: Punishment Extends To Your Children.

Sir 23:16 Two types of men multiply sins, a third draws down wrath; for burning passion is a blazing fire, not to be quenched till it burns itself out: A man given to sins of the flesh, who never stops until the fire breaks forth; (Refers to the Final Test.)
23:17 To a fornicator all bread is sweet and who is never through till he dies;

23:18 And the man who dishonors his marriage bed and says to himself “Who can see me? Darkness surrounds me, walls hide me; no one sees me; why should I fear to sin?” Of the Most High He is not mindful,

23:19 fearing only the eyes of men; He does not understand that the eyes of the LORD, ten thousand times brighter than the sun, observe every step a man takes and peer into hidden corners.

23:20 He who knows all things before they exist still knows them all after they are made.

23:21 Such a man will be punished in the streets of the city; when he least expects it, he will be apprehended. (Refers to the Final Test.)
23:22 So also with the woman who is unfaithful to her husband and offers as heir her son by a stranger.

23:23 First, she has disobeyed the law of the Most High; secondly, she has wronged her husband; thirdly, in her sinful adultery she has borne children by another man.

23:24 Such a woman will be dragged before the assembly, and her punish-ment will extend to her children;

23:25 Her children will not take root; her branches will not bring forth fruit. (No virtue to display.)
23:26 She will leave an accursed memory; her disgrace will never be blotted out. (Refers to those who commit suicide after death.)
23:27 Thus all who dwell on the earth shall know, and all who inhabit the world shall understand, that nothing is better than the fear of the LORD, nothing sweeter than to obey His commandments.

1) “Two types of men multiply sins, a third draws down wrath”. This verse refers to the fornicator and adulterer, thus two types of sins. The third refers to the man who fails to see his guilt concerning fornication and adultery; cones-quently the Lord will show him His wrath. Now I what you to understand, “fornication” and “adultery” are references to spiritual unfaithfulness to God. 

2) “She has disobeyed the law of the Most High”. Disobeying the law is being unfaithful to God. Thus, any worldly action can be considered “adultery” against God.

3) “Woman who is unfaithful” is a reference to a person’s lack of discipline. As I said before, every person has a wife. The question is, is your wife disciplined or un-disciplined.

4) “Thirdly, in her sinful adultery she has borne children by another man”. You see, my dear brothers, an undisciplined wife is unfaithful to God and gives birth to worthlessness.

5) “Such a woman will be dragged before the assembly”. This verse refers to the Final Test when our enemies will gather against us.
Hos 4:6 My people perish for want of knowledge! Since you have rejected knowledge, I will reject you from My priesthood; Since you have ignored the law of your God, I will also ignore your sons.

1) “I will reject you from My priesthood”. We are all temples of the Seven Spirits. Each of us has a priest and our priest is the three powers of our being, memory, understanding and heart.

Punishment Extends To Your Children: Household.

Prv 11:27 He who diligently seeks good seeks favor, but evil comes to him who searches for it. 

11:28 He who trusts in his riches will wither, but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf. 

11:29 Those who bring trouble on their household will inherit wind, and the fool will be servant to the wise. 

11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a Tree of Life, but lawlessness takes away lives. 

1) “Household”. Each and every one of us can consider himself both “father” and “mother”. Let me continue by saying, our actions can be likened to our “children”. Our “fathers” can be likened to the Natural Law written upon our hearts. This Law like our fathers has been with us from our being. Our “mother” can be likened to salt that seasons our foods. I assure you, without love in our actions, what good can come from the Natural Law?

2) “Those who bring trouble on their household will inherit wind”. Behold, those that fail their spiritual responsibilities will bring terrible distress upon themselves at their Final Tests. Their final lot is depression and suicide.

Prv 15:26 The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to the Lord, the words of the pure are pleasing to Him. 

15:27 He who is greedy for unjust gain makes trouble for his household, but he who hates bribes will live.

1) “He who is greedy for unjust gain makes trouble for his household”. As I have said before, our time is not ours; life is on loan and will be demanded back. Wis (15:8) Life is not a plaything, not a holiday for gain. Wis (15:12)
2) “But he who hates bribes will live”. Behold, our passions and appetites can become a bribe for us. Do you understand your spiritual obligations to one another? When we fail our spiritual obligations, justice is perverted. See Chapter two, Crooked Path: Taking A Bribe.
Jb 5:3 I have seen a fool spreading his roots, but his household suddenly decayed.

5:4 His children shall be far from safety; they shall be crushed at the gate without a rescuer.

5:5 What they have reaped the hungry shall eat up; (or God shall take it away by blight;) and the thirsty shall swallow their substance.

5:6 For mischief comes not out of the earth, nor does trouble spring out of the ground;

5:7 But man himself begets mischief, as sparks fly upward.

1) “I have seen a fool spreading his roots”. It can easily be said that a fool eats “dirt” instead of “bread”. This includes the elect as well as the damned.

2) “What they have reaped the hungry shall eat up or God shall take it away by blight;)”. Our passions and pleasures will come to an immediate end. Those that we loved will likely be our accusers. As a consequence we lose a multitude of reasons to live because our family and friends will hate us.  And our status, either through money, power or fame will be destroyed by blight. Yes God will take away everything we love.

3) “For mischief comes not out of the earth, nor does trouble spring out of the ground”. Its true, Lucifer and his lies, represent as earth and ground, do tempt us. But Scripture is saying, we ourselves are to blame. 

4) “But man himself begets mischief”. If a man fails his Final Test, his transgressions against the Natural Law are to blame. His “children” shall be far from safety, thus his household will fall to disaster.

Household: A Household Of Five Will Be Divided.

Lk 12:51 Do you think that I (I refers to Jesus.) have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.

12:52 From now on a household of five will be divided, three against two and two against three;
12:53 a father will be divided against his son and a son against his father, a mother against her daughter and a daughter against her mother, a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”

1) “From now on a household of five will be divided, three against two and two against three”. Do you recall another Scripture passage that uses two or three? Remember when Jesus says; “Where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of them.” Mt (18:20)
Behold the riddle, two or three gathered in the Lord’s Name: The two refer to the Lord’s two Commandments.

a) “You shall love the Lord your God (The Plan of God.) with all your heart, with all your soul, with your entire mind, and with all your strength.

b) “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other Commandment greater than these.” Mt (22:37)
The three refers to the three powers of our being; that is, our memory, our understanding and our will.
My point to you is this; a house divided can’t stand. Lk (11:17) The three powers of a man’s being can’t be at odds with the two Commandments.

My son, say to My people. White is more clearly seen next to black, and black next to white. So it will happen when a man’s house is divided. This is how it happens when the damned are presented with the sight of their self-centered lives. I illuminate their conscience with the crimes they have committed and the virtues they ought to have practiced. They will see the two; My Two Commandments, showing what there lives should have been like. Thus, the three; memory, understanding and will, is awakened and gnaws away at them. During life the flesh ruled over their three powers (Memory, understanding and will.), and now their three powers are accusing them. For now they know the truth about what they did not understand before, and they are deeply confounded over their error.  

Prv 14:2 Blessed is he whose heart does not condemn him, and who has not given up his hope. 
So you see, they buried their three powers of their being, their memory, their understanding and their will. Yes they buried the pearl, the gift I had entrusted to them so that they might have a reason to live forever. In their presumption, they chose not to do My will. Instead, they buried their three powers in the earth of their self-love, and now it is giving them its return in the fruit of death.

How great is the punishment they are receiving now in the end! And their acts of self-love are not hidden from them, for the worm of their conscience is no longer asleep but is gnawing away.

The Final Test: You Will Devour Your Children.

Lam 2:20 “Look, O LORD, and consider: whom have you ever treated thus? Must women eat their offspring, their well-formed children?

1) “Must women eat their offspring, their well-formed children? If a man behaves foolishly, then he will wish that he had never been born, and he will curse the day of his birth. Sir (23:14) To clarify this verse; read the following verse from the Book of Wisdom. 

Wis 5:1 Then the righteous man will stand with great confidence in the presence of those who have afflicted him, and those who make light of his labors. (Refers to a man’s victory at his Final Test and his accusers witnessing his victory.) 

5:2 When they see him, they will be shaken with dreadful fear, and they will be amazed at his unexpected salvation. 

5:3 They will speak to one another in repentance, and in anguish of spirit they will groan, and say, 

5:4 “This is the man whom we once held in derision and made a byword of reproach—we fools! We thought that his life was madness and that his end was without honor. 

5:5 Why has he been numbered among the sons of God? And why is his lot among the saints? 

5:6 So it was we who strayed from the way of truth, and the light of righteousness did not shine on us, and the sun did not rise upon us. 

5:7 We took our fill of the paths of lawlessness and destruction, and we journeyed through trackless deserts, but the way of the Lord we have not known. 

5:8 What has our arrogance profited us? And what good has our boasted wealth brought us? 

5:9 “All those things have vanished like a shadow, and like a rumor that passes by;

5:10 like a ship that sails through the billowy water, and when it has passed no trace can be found, nor track of its keel in the waves;

5:11 or as, when a bird flies through the air, no evidence of its passage is found; the light air, lashed by the beat of its pinions (wings) and pierced by the force of its rushing flight, is traversed by the movement of its wings, and afterward no sign of its coming is found there; 

5:12 or as, when an arrow is shot at a target, the air, thus divided, comes together at once, so that no one knows its pathway. 

5:13 So we also, as soon as we were born, ceased to be, and we had no sign of virtue to show, but were consumed in our wickedness.” 

5:14 Because the hope of the ungodly man is like chaff carried by the wind, and like a light frost driven away by a storm; it is dispersed like smoke before the wind, and it passes like the remembrance of a guest who stays but a day.
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Chaff carried by the wind.

Brothers, behold, if a man is about fail his Final Test, he will groan in anguish of spirit. He will understand fully that his arrogance profited him nothing. Every-thing he valued is gone, like a bird that passes through the air, no evidence of its passage can be found. In such a state, he hates everything. He can find no relief or satisfaction. Nothing satisfies, and he sees that his actions have brought him to this misery. In his self-piety, he lashes against himself. If he could escape he would, but he is forced to hear over and over his crimes. Madness over takes him, and this depression can be described as woman that eats their offspring. 

Dt 28:53 that in the distress of the siege to which your enemy subjects you, you will eat the fruit of your womb, the flesh of your own sons and daughters whom the LORD, your God, has given you.

28:54 The most refined and delicately bred man among you will begrudge his brother and his beloved wife and his surviving children,
28:55 any share in the flesh of his children that he himself is using for food when nothing else is left him in the straits of the siege to which your enemy will subject you in all your communities.
28:56 The most refined and delicate woman among you, so delicate and refined that she would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground, will resent her beloved husband and her son and daughter

28:57 the afterbirth that issues from her womb and the infant she brings forth when she secretly uses them for food for want of anything else, in the straits of the siege to which your enemy will subject you in your communities.

1) “You will eat the fruit of your womb, the flesh of your own sons and daughters”. In his self-piety, he lashes against himself. Madness over takes him, thus he becomes cruel to himself. And of coarse this is likened to eating the flesh of children.

Lam 4:10 The hands of compassionate women boiled their own children, to serve them as mourners’ food in the downfall of the daughter of My people.

Lv 26:27 “And if in spite of this you will not hearken to Me, but walk contrary to Me,

26:28 then I will walk contrary to you in fury, and chastise you Myself sevenfold for your sins. 

26:29 You shall eat the flesh of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh of your daughters. 

26:30 And I will destroy your high places,  (Refers to arrogance.) and cut down your incense altars, and cast your dead bodies upon the dead bodies of your idols; and My soul will abhor you.

Jer 19:7 And in this place I will make void the plans of Judah and Jerusalem, and will cause their people to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hand of those who seek their life. I will give their dead bodies for food to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the earth. (Refers to failing the Final Test.) 
19:8 And I will make this city a horror, a thing to be hissed at; every one who passes by it will be horrified and will hiss because of all its disasters. 

19:9 And I will make them eat the flesh of their sons and their daughters, and every one shall eat the flesh of his neighbor in the siege and in the distress, with which their enemies and those who seek their life afflict them.’

Ez 5:8 therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, even I, am against you; and I will execute judgments in the midst of you in the sight of the nations. (Nations refer to the nations from hell.)
5:9 And because of all your abominations I will do with you what I have never yet done, and the like of which I will never do again. 

5:10 Therefore fathers shall eat their sons in the midst of you, and sons shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judg-ments on you, and any of you who survive I will scatter to all the winds.

The Final Test: The Sword.

Son of man, prophesy! Say: Thus says the Lord: A sword, a sword has been sharpened, a sword, a sword has been burnished: To work slaughter has it been sharpened, to flash lighting has it been burnished. Why should I now withdraw it? You have spurned the rod and every judgment! Ez (21:13) 



Define Rod

He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. Is (58:2)

Behold and understand the rod represents God’s word. 


Brothers, consider my question, how does the Lord correct each of us? You see the Lord corrects with emptiness; a void is created, filled with darkness you can feel. But woe to you who go to your bottles, your drugs, your narcotics, and your alcohol, for this emptiness is the only sure way the Lord speaks to you. I want you to know the wounds created by our passions and pleasures are the symptoms of our disease. Whoever heard of such a thing, man has spurned the rod and every judgment against him. You really think that we can mask our wounds with things of the world?

Therefore, slap your thigh, for the sword has been tested; and why should it not be so? Says the Lord, since you have spurned the rod. Ez (21:18)

1) “Since you have spurned the rod”. God has given us His reason for the Final Test. Because we have spurned His rod, He will send the armies of hell against with their sword of accusations.

Prv 12:18 Rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.

1) “Rash words are like sword thrusts”. This line is a reference to our accusers accusations.

The Final Test: Pestilence.

The dictionary defines “pestilence” as a contagious or infectious epidemic disease that is devastating. 

Dt 32:23 “‘And I will heap evils upon them; I will send My arrows upon them; 

32:24 they shall be wasted with hunger, and devoured with burning heat and poisonous pestilence; and I will send the teeth of beasts against them, with venom of reptiles gliding in the dust.

1) “I will send My arrows upon them”. This verse informs us that at our Final tests the Lord Himself will reveal our crimes. 

2) “They shall be wasted with hunger”. Make no mistake about it; we need a reason to live. God will take away our reasons and this is described as famine. 

Am 8:11 Yes, days are coming, says the Lord GOD, when I will send famine upon the land: not a famine of bread, or thirst for water, but for hearing the word of the LORD.
3) “Devoured with burning heat”. Heaven and earth will reveal our crimes at our Final Tests. So ask yourselves, are you prepared for the heat of accusation?

4) “Pestilence”. Even though a man at his Final Test does not possess his body, but his appearance will show infection and be devoured by disease. And this appearance can easily be seen as a consequence of his actions.

5) “I will send the teeth of beasts against them”. The beasts refer to our fallen brothers. Remember, our accusers have the seven-headed beast within them; yes they possess the seven deadly spirits.

6) “With venom of reptiles gliding in the dust”. This verse refers to the snakes, which in turn symbolize Lucifer and his fallen angels. 

Jer 18:21 Therefore deliver up their children to famine; give them over to the power of the sword, let their wives become childless and widowed. May their men meet death by pestilence, their youths be slain by the sword in battle.

1) “Therefore deliver up their children to famine”. As I have said many times, the “children” represent a man’s actions. When a man and his children die of famine, he dies in reality because he has not one reason to live.

2) “Give them over to the power of the sword”. This verse refers to the power of our accuser’s accu-sations.
3) “Let their wives become childless and widowed”. This verse illu-strates the terrible devastation that will occur to the damned. Scripture uses wives and children because most men value their wives and children, thus it expresses the magnitude of the calamity.
4) May their men meet death by pestilence”. The death in which Scripture is speaking about is spiritual death, yes when a soul no longer desires existence. This pestilence that leads to death is the visual manifestation of his passions and pleasures of various kinds. 
5) “Their youths be slain by the sword in battle”. The term “youth” is a reference to a man’s strength, namely his arrogance.  
Ez 5:11 Wherefore, as I live, says the Lord GOD, surely, because you have defiled My sanctuary with all your detestable things and with all your abominations, therefore I will cut you down. I will not look upon you with pity nor have mercy. 

5:12 A third part of you shall die of pestilence and be consumed with famine in the midst of you; a third part shall fall by the sword round about you; and a third part I will scatter to all the winds and will unsheathe the sword after them.
1) In the Scripture above, if I defile my “temple”, I will be cut down. One-third of me will die of pestilence, one-third of me will be consumed by famine and one-third of me shall fall by sword. Recall, my dear brothers, our souls has three parts, memory, under-standing and will. If I fail my Final Test, with the power of my memory, I will see my worldly acts. (Pestilence) And since my memory was filled worldly things, I now no longer have a reason to live. (Famine) With the power of my understanding, I will clearly comprehend the charges against them. Thus, I shall fall by the sword of accusation.

2) “A third part I will scatter to all the winds and will unsheathe the sword after them. At the Final Test, the damned, filled with terror, will try to flee. What do people do when they are scared? Yes, with the powers of their wills, they will run because their hearts are filled with fright. As Scripture says; “A sword upon her warriors; that they may tremble; a sword upon her multitude, that they may become women”! Jer (50:36)   

Brothers, make no mistake about it, the three powers of a worldly man will be punished. His memory by famine and pestilence, his understanding by the sword, and his heart chooses to flee the sword.

My dear friends in Christ, in the Book of Luke, John the Baptist warns us by saying; “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Mt (3:7)
Is 24:18 He who flees at the sound of terror will fall into the pit; he who climbs out of the pit will be caught in the trap.
Is 10:3 What will you do on the Day of punishment, when ruin comes from afar?

To whom will you flee for help?  Where will you leave your wealth?
Ez 7:14 .. for My wrath is upon all their multitude. 

7:15 The sword is without, pestilence and famine are within; he that is in the field dies by the sword; and him that is in the city famine and pestilence devour. 

7:16 And if any survivors escape, they will be on the mountains, like doves of the valleys, all of them moaning, every one over his crimes.

1) “The sword is without”. This verse refers to our accuser’s hateful words. 

2) “Pestilence and famine are within”. These plagues come from the Lord. The conscience is awakened to the fact it no longer has a reason to live; everything is gone. 

Jb 18:13 By disease (pestilence) his skin is consumed, the first-born of death consumes his limbs.

1) “Disease”. Symbolically speak-ing, pestilence and disease are visible manifestations of the crimes committed against the Laws of God.

2) “The first-born of death consumes his limbs”. “Death” is a reference to soul that can no longer loves itself or anything else. The first spirit to experience hell was Lucifer; yes the first born of death.  

The Final Test: Famine.

Ez 5:16 when I loose against you My deadly arrows of famine, arrows for destruction, which I will free to destroy you, and when I bring more and more famine upon you, and break your staff of bread. 

5:17 I will send famine and wild beasts against you, and they will rob you of your children; pestilence and blood shall pass through you; and I will bring the sword upon you. I, the Lord, have spoken.”
1) “Deadly arrows of famine”. I ask you this question, is it possible to comfort a soul that no longer has a reason to live? Such a soul has lost everything it loves. As food gives life to the body, a reason to live forever gives life to a soul. When God takes away all worldly things, He has in fact brought deadly arrows of famine upon us.  

2) “Pestilence and blood shall pass through you”. The Lord always gives His reasons for damnation. Our passions, pleasures, ignorance and arrogance are the plagues that can kill us. (Pestilence) Obviously our bodies require blood to function. Without the blood, our bodies will physically die. Without a reason to live, our spirits will long for death. The concept of blood being spilled is spiritual since our bodies are not with us at our Final Tests. However our family and friends will be they’re venting their hatred towards us. Many souls choose suicide because the sword of accusation will cause them to fall into extreme despair and this is symbolized as blood spilled.  
Prv 10:3 The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry, but he frustrates the craving of the wicked.
Prv 13:25 The righteous has enough to satisfy his appetite, but the belly of the wicked suffers want. (Famine)

Sir 37:19 Some people may be cleaver enough to teach many, and yet be useless to themselves. 

37:20 another, very eloquent, is detested and ends by starving to death, 

1) “Starving to death” refers to famine. 

Is 65:13 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, My servants shall eat, but you shall be hungry; behold, My servants shall drink, but you shall be thirsty; behold, My servants shall rejoice, but you shall be put to shame; 

65:14 behold, My servants shall sing for gladness of heart, but you shall cry out for pain of heart, and shall wail for anguish of spirit. 

65:15 The Lord GOD shall slay you, and the name you leave shall be used by My chosen ones for cursing; but My servants shall be called by another name. 

1) “And the name you leave shall be used by My chosen ones for cursing”. This line is a reference to the Holy Angels and the 144,000. There is a Day coming called the Second Woe when the Lord and His two armies take revenge against our accusers. As Jesus said, “Put your sword back into its sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword”. Mt (26:52) At our Final Tests, our accusers will speak with incredible hate and say that they hate us. At the Second Woe, the tables will be turned and our accusers will hear hateful words from the Lord and His two armies.  

2) “But My servants shall be called by another name”. Recall how Abram’s name was changed to Abraham, Jacob’s name was changed to Israel, Simon’s name was change to Peter, and Saul’s name was changed to Paul. A man is “born again” by changing his diet from dirt to bread, then God changes his name.

Mt 4:4 “It is written: One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.”
Sir 18:23 Before making a vow, prepare yourself; and do not be like a man who tempts the Lord. 

18:24 Think of His wrath on the Day of death, and of the moment of vengeance when He turns away His face. 

18:25 In the time of plenty think of the time of hunger; in the days of wealth think of poverty and need. 

18:26 From morning to evening conditions change, and all things move swiftly before the Lord. 

18:27 A wise man is cautious in everything, and in days of sin he guards against wrongdoing. 

18:28 Every intelligent man knows wisdom, and he praises the one who finds her. 

18:29 Those who understand sayings become skilled themselves, and pour forth apt proverbs.  

18:30 Do not follow your base desires, (Passions and pleasures.) but restrain your appetites. 

18:31 If you allow your soul to take pleasure in base desire, it will make you the laughingstock of your enemies. 

18:32 Do not revel in great luxury, lest you become impoverished by its expense. 

1) “Think of His wrath on the Day of death, and of the moment of vengeance when He turns away His face”. When it says, “He turns away His face”, it is the same as saying that God has taken away everything a worldly man loves. 

2) “In the time of plenty think of the time of hunger”. Unfortunately my brothers are unaware of the future famine. What will they love when everything is taken away?

3) “Those who understand sayings become skilled themselves”. It is God that enlightens the understanding. And how does he do this? By rewarding a soul with His thoughts.

4) “If you allow your soul to take pleasure in base desire, it will make you the laughingstock of your enemies”. This verse is speaking about those who will fail their Final Tests.    

The Final Test: Our Accusers Can Be Likened To Snow.

Jb 6:15 My brethren are treacherous like a torrent-bed, (Flood) like freshets that pass away,

6:16 Though they may be black with ice, and with snow heaped upon them,

6:17 Yet once they flow, they cease to be; in the heat, they disappear from their place.

1) “Freshets”, a great rise or overflowing of a stream caused by heavy rains or melted snow. Continuously flowing streams were few and located mostly in the highland east of the Jordan river, while the wadis (dry stream beds) of western Palestine flowed only with the run-off of winter rains.

2) “My brethren are treacherous like a torrent-bed, (Flood) like freshets that pass away”. This verse refers to the accusations of our fallen brothers.

3) “Yet once they flow, they cease to be”. This verse refers to the Third Kingdom. This period began with the death of Abel and will end when the last person dies. I assure you, each person must pass through the Final Test.

4) “In the heat, they disappear from their place”. This verse refers to how our fallen brothers will no longer have the power to accuse. Their power will be taken away during the Second Woe, in the Fourth Kingdom. 

Ps 147:15 God sends forth His command to the earth; His word runs swiftly.

147:16 God gives snow like wool; He scatters frost like ashes.

147:17 He casts forth His ice like bread crumbs; who can stand before His cold?
147:18 He sends forth His word, and melts them; He makes His wind blow, and the waters flow.

1) “God sends forth His command to the earth”. I assure you, God is in total control. Hell has no power except what God has planed. The “earth” refers to our fallen brothers. In this verse, God commands hell to come and accuse, yes there will be no delay; our Final Tests will come immediately after death. 

2) “God gives snow like wool”. My dear brothers, in the land of Israel and surrounding nations, espec-ially Moab, 2 Kg (3:4) wool was plentiful. This verse states how plentiful our enemies will be. Psalms continues this message by saying, “He scatters frost like ashes” and “He casts forth His ice like bread crumbs”.
3) “He sends forth His word, and melts them”. This verse describes the melting snow; yes a flood of accusations will come. The Lord has planned it; who can withstand the flowing waters?     
Prv 26:1 Like snow in summer or rain in harvest, so honor is not fitting for a fool.

1) “Like snow in summer” refers to the Final Test as being unexpected.

2) “Rain in harvest”. This event is not good for the farmer and is likened to the fool (The worldly) who will find disaster at his Final Test. 
Prv 31:21 She (Wife) is not afraid of snow for her household, for all her household warmly clothed.

1) “She (Wife) is not afraid of snow for her household”. Brothers and sisters: In the Book of Proverbs it speaks about an ideal wife. I assure you, it’s not speaking about an earthly wife, but rather the care we should have for our family, meaning our actions. Behold, we are the “husband” and the “wife”, and our actions are our children.
2) “Warmly clothed” refers to the virtues. A man’s nakedness is a reference to a man without virtue. So ask yourselves, are you prepared for the bone chilling cold?

The Final Test: Naked.

Rev 16:15 “Behold, I am coming like a thief.” Blessed is the one who watches and keeps his clothes ready, so that he may not go naked and people see him exposed.
1) “People see him exposed”. This verse refers to the Final Test. The “people” are our fallen brothers who have come to accuse. I assure you, we do not want to be found on the battlefield “naked” without armor. And do you know what armor I am speaking about? I say to you, our virtuous actions can be likened to armor.

Eccl 5:14 As he came forth from his mother’s womb, so again shall he depart, naked as he came, having nothing from his labor that he can carry in his hand.

5:15 This too is a grievous evil, that he goes just as he came.
My dear brothers, we were born into the world without any virtues to display. Our nakedness does not represent our innocence, but rather we have not produced any virtuous action. 

Brothers, so much is against us. We are born into the world naked, void of any experience with virtue. Thus, we love our passions and pleasures of various kinds. And we do this because it gives us a reason to live for tomorrow. Then, to make matters worse, we are ignorant and we choose to remain ignorant because our arrogance makes us feel safe in our ignorance. With this being said, we never see our nakedness until after our death. And to our surprise, God has empowered heaven and hell to show us our nakedness. The only remedy against nakedness is to understand the sorrows of Christ. However, the passion of Christ is written in riddle and mystery. To make things even worse the many voices in religion never reveal the thoughts and emotions of Jesus. Then God compounds the problem by giving every man what he craves. Thus giving him a reason to live for a “day”, which blinds him from the fact he has no reason to live forever. So you see, it can be very easy to depart life spiritually naked. That is why our brothers need our spiritual help. Are you concerned?    

It’s your crimes that separate you from your God, it is your sins that make Him hide His face so that He will not hear you. Is (59:2) You hatch snakes’ eggs, and weave spiders’ webs: Your webs cannot serve as clothing, nor can they cover themselves with their work. Is (59:6)

1) “Webs” refer to actions of deceit. Es (15:13) In the Book of Isaiah it says:

Is 30:1 Woe to the rebellious children, says the LORD, who carry out plans that are not Mine, who weave webs that are not inspired by Me, adding sin upon sin.

Brothers, a man who says, “It’s all about me”, weaves a spiders’ web. Urgently and constantly I have warned you, your web cannot serve as clothing. 

Brothers, allow yourselves not to be influenced by those who say it’s by faith that we are saved. I assure you, it’s our actions that will save or condemn us. 

I assure you, the devil will taunt us with our unfaithfulness to the word of God in order to lead us to despair. This struggle is impossible for the worldly! For it finds the worldly unarmed, without any weapons. During life they never saw beyond tomorrow. In their arrogance, they trusted in themselves. And now in this great struggle they do not know what to do. They trusted in only what could give them a reason to live for a “day”, not seeing that it would only last a “day”. Now they find themselves naked and virtue less, and wherever they turn they hear nothing but great confounding reproach.

In the verses below, Jesus speaks to Saint John and says:

Rev 3:17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing; not knowing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 

3:18 Therefore I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, that you may be rich, and white garments to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen, and ointment to anoint your eyes, that you may see. 

1) “For you say, I am rich”. It’s our ignorance that makes us feel safe. And because we are arrogant, we fail to test our ignorance with sincere study. 

2) “I have prospered, and I need nothing”. For you see, we have made our passions and pleasures our reasons to live for tomorrow. Thus we think that we have prospered and need no other reasons to live. But we have unfortunately not considered the eternal picture. What do we do forever?

3) “Not knowing that you are wretched”. The word “wretched” means deplorably bad, very poor in quality and distressed in body or mind.

4) “Pitiable” means contempt especially because of inadequacy.

5) “Poor”. If we do not have a reason to live forever, we possess nothing of value.

6) “Blind” means unable or unwilling to discern or judge.
7) “Naked”. Nakedness has nothing to do with innocence, but rather no virtue practiced. 

8) “Therefore I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined by fire”. Gold refined by the fire is showing us this gold’s purity. Refining gold with fire burns out its impurities. Gold obviously represents wealth. But what wealth is Jesus referring to? The gold spoken about is His thoughts and feelings.

9) “White garments to clothe you and to keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen”. If we are sincere, God will be sincere with us. There are twelve virtues. If we are sincere, God will reveal how to implement His will through these virtues. If we are successful, the virtues are symbolized as white garments.

10) “Ointment to anoint your eyes, that you may see”. What is it that God wants us to see? He wants us to see how our passions and pleasures will not give us a reason to live forever. Then, if we believe this, then He can guide us to Christ’s passion.      

The Final Test: Arrogance Destroyed.

What is arrogance? When you feel safe in your ignorance and in your arrogance you fail to test your ignorance. Jesus said it best when He said:

Rev 3:17 For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing; (Arrogance) not knowing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 
What is humility? When you know that a man requires the thoughts and emotions of Christ in order to cease from sin. As Peter said:

1 Pet 4:1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same thought, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin.
Brothers, there is no other way. It is true, we can cease from sin, but we first must use the helps He has given us, such as the Stations of the Cross, the Rosary and the movie the Passion. Then if we are found worthy, Christ will invite us back into time to experience His passion. In order to cease from sin, we need to experience His emotions of sorrow. 

Scripture is constantly warning us about believing in our own counsels and thoughts. The next verses express that point.

Pr 11:7 When a wicked man dies his hope perishes, and what is expected from strength (arrogance) comes to nothing.
Prv 18:2 The fool takes no delight in understanding, but rather in displaying what he thinks.
Is 5:21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, and shrewd in their own sight!
Jer 8:9 The wise are confounded, dismayed and ensnared; since they have rejected the word of the LORD, of what avail is their wisdom?
Hos 11:6 The sword shall begin with his cities and end by consuming his branches. Because they refused to repent, their own counsels shall devour them.
1) “Cities” is a reference to a man’s soul.

2) “Their own counsels shall devour them”. Jesus has warned us about how wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked we are. Rev (3:17) The question is this, do we know how not to be these things? If we know how to buy gold refined in the fire, and buy white garments and oil to anoint our eyes, then our counsels will give us a reason to live forever. But if we lie to ourselves and think we have bought these things, then our counsels will cause us to commit suicide after death.

Mt 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of My Father in heaven.

7:22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your Name? Did we not drive out demons in your Name? Did we not do mighty deeds in Your Name?’

7:23 Then I will declare to them solemnly, ‘I never knew you. Depart from Me, you evildoers.’
Scripture is constantly warning us about believing in our own counsels and thoughts. One way it does this is by referring our counsels as fortified walls.

2 Kgs 19:25 ” ‘Have you not heard? Long ago I (God) prepared it, from days of old I planned it. Now I have brought it to pass: That you (You refers to our enemies.) should reduce fortified cities into heaps of ruins.

1) “Fortified cities” refer to a city with a wall around it. And do you know the meaning of the wall? Yes, the wall is a man’s arrogance. So ask yourselves, do you really feel safe in your beliefs?

Is 25:1 O Lord, You are my God; I will exalt You, I will praise Your Name; for You have done wonderful things, Plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 

25:2 For you have made the town a heap of stones, the fortified city a ruin. A palace of strangers to be no city; it shall never be built. 

1) “Plans formed of old”. In the first two chapters of Genesis, God speaks about His Plan when He created the heavens and the earth. Its clarity is hidden because it is written in riddle. See Second Kingdom.
2)  “A palace of strangers to be no city”. Remember, my dear brothers, we can spend our time building a house for the Lord or a palace for ourselves. Always remember, those that fail their Final Tests, the Lord will say, “I do not know you” Mt (25:11) (A palace of strangers.)

Lk 11:21 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace; 

11:22 but when one stronger than he assails him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted, and divides his spoil.

1) “But when one stronger than he assails him and overcomes him”. This verse refers to those who fail their Final Tests. The “stronger” refers to our accusers.

2) “Divides his spoil”. Behold, the worldly will lose their desire to continue living. Ever lasting life is a consequence of sharing in the thoughts and emotions of Christ. (Seven Spirits of God.) Thus the damned forfeit the thoughts and feelings of Christ, and our accusers count their triumphs as spoils. 

Am 4:1 Listen to me, you "fat cows" of Bashan who are on Mount Samaria, you women who oppress the poor and crush the needy and who are always asking your husbands for another drink! 

4:2 The Sovereign LORD has sworn this by His Holiness: "The time will come when you will be led away with hooks in your noses. Every last one of you will be dragged away like a fish on a hook! 4:3 You will leave by going straight through the breaks in the wall; you will be thrown from your fortresses. And you shall be flung out into Harmon.

1) “Bashan” is a territory east of the Sea of Galilee, and it was famous for its lush pastures, Jer (50:19) & Mi (7:14) and its well-fed cattle. Ez (39:18) & Ps (22:12) (See map below.)

2) “Samaria” is the region of northern Palestine associated with the northern kingdom of the 10 tribes of Israel that split from the kingdom of Judah. This occurred after the death of Solomon during the reign of his son Rehoboam. 

3) “Mount Samaria” is derogatory name for the people in Samaria. “Mount” refers to the height of arrogance, thus they felt safe from their enemies.  
4) "Fat cows of Bashan”. The cow is a symbol of stupidity. Jb (18:3)    

5) “You women who oppress the poor and crush the needy”. This verse applies to all people. Symbolically speaking, our “wife” refers to a man’s discipline or the lack of discipline. A good “wife” is concerned about the spiritual well-being of others. An unruly wife oppress the poor and crushes the needy, she is neither a light on a lamp stand (Giving good example) or a spiritual doctor.
6) “Who are always asking your husbands for another drink”!    This verse refers to a man’s discipline and his discipline is out of control, intoxicated on the world’s glitter.

7) “Harmon”. My dear brothers, in the Bible there are some places, like Harmon, that do not exist in the real world. Another such place is Bochim in the Book of Judges Jdg (2:1) and then you have the river Pishon in the Book of Genesis. Gn (2:10) I assure you, Scripture has not made a mistake. The man that shares in the Seven Spirits of God will know that “Harmon” refers to hell, “Bochim” refers to purgatory, and “Pishon” river supplies the 144,000 the thoughts and feelings of God. (During the daytime life.)
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Am 3:6 If the war trumpet sounds in a city, will the people not be frightened? If evil befalls a city, has not the LORD caused it?
3:7 Indeed, the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing His Plan to His servants, the prophets. 

1) “If evil befalls a city, has not the LORD caused it?” This line is speaking about a soul that fails his Final Test.

2) “The Lord GOD does nothing without revealing his Plan to His servants, the prophets”. It should be obvious God has a Plan. His Plan will give us a reason to live forever.

Jer 5:15 Behold, I am bringing upon you a nation from afar, O house of Israel, says the Lord. It is an enduring nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language you do not know, nor can you understand what they say. 

5:16 Their quiver (A case for holding arrows.) is like an open tomb, they are all mighty men. 

5:17 They shall eat up your harvest and your food; they shall eat up your sons and your daughters; they shall eat up your flocks and your herds; they shall eat up your vines and your fig trees; your fortified cities in which you trust they shall destroy with the sword.”

Hos 8:14 For Israel has forgotten his Maker, and built palaces; and Judah has multiplied fortified cities; but I will send a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour his strongholds.
1) “For Israel has forgotten his Maker”. In the same way the tribes of Israel forgot their Maker long ago, we are guilty of the same thing.

2) “Fire” refers to our accusers accusations at our Final Tests.

Scripture is constantly warning us about believing in our own counsels and thoughts. One way it does this is by referring our counsels as high places.

Is 26:4 Trust in the LORD forever! For the LORD is an eternal Rock.

26:5 He humbles those in high places, and the lofty city He brings down; He tumbles it to the ground, levels it with the dust.
Sir 10:14 The Lord has cast down the thrones of rulers, and has seated the lowly in their place.

Sir 21:4 Terror and violence will lay waste riches; (The arrogant trust in what they value.) thus the house of the arrogant will be laid waste.
Is 30:13 This guilt of yours shall be like a break in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, whose crash comes suddenly, in an instant. 
Prv 12:12 The strong tower of the wicked comes to ruin, but the root of the righteous stands firm.
Sir 22:18 Fences set on a high place will not stand firm against the wind; so a timid heart with a fool’s purpose will not stand firm against any fear. (Refers to those that will fail their Final Tests.)

Ob 1:3 The arrogance of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rock, whose dwelling is high, who say in your heart, “Who will bring me down to the ground?” 

1:4 Though you soar aloft like the eagle, though your nest is set among the stars, thence I will bring you down, says the Lord.

Jb 20:6 Though his arrogance mount up to the heavens and his head reach to the clouds,

20:7 they will perish forever like their dung, and the onlookers say, “Where is he?”

Jer 49:16 Your presumption of heart, you that live in rocky crags that hold the heights of the hill: Though you build your nest high as the eagle, from there I will drag you down, says the LORD.
1) The “eagle” is defined as an unclean bird because it feeds upon flesh and blood. The eagle flies very high in the sky and can be likened to a man’s arrogance. 
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Jb 38:15 But from the wicked the light is withheld, and the arm of arrogance is shattered.
Is 47:10 You felt secure in your wickedness, you said, “No one sees me”; your wisdom and your knowledge led you astray, and you said in your heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me.” 

47:11 But evil shall come upon you, for which you cannot atone; disaster shall fall upon you, which you will not be able to expiate; and ruin shall come on you suddenly, of which you know nothing.
Ez 7:24 I will bring in the worst of the nations, who shall take possession of their houses. I will put an end to their arrogant strength, and their sanctuaries shall be profaned.

1) “Houses” and “sanctuaries” re-fers to a man’s soul.

2) “Shall be profaned” refers to the damnation of a soul. Such a soul is filled with the seven deadly spirits.

Prv 18:12 Before destruction a man’s heart is haughty, but humility goes before honor.

Is 23:9 The LORD of many has planned it, to disgrace all arrogance of majesty, to degrade all the earth’s honored men.

The Final Test: Stagger And Stumble.

Scripture is constantly warning us about our spiritual condition. Our rebellion against God’s Laws can be likened to being drunk on wine.

Is 28:1 Woe to the majestic garland of the drunkard Ephraim, to the fading blooms of his glorious beauty, on the head of him who is stupefied with wine.

28:2 Behold, the LORD has a strong one and a mighty, who, like a downpour of hail, a destructive storm, like a flood of water, great and overflowing, levels to the ground with violence; (Refers to our accusers.)
28:3 With feet that will trample the majestic garland of the drunkard Ephraim. (Refers to failing the Final Test.)
28:4 The fading blooms of his glorious beauty on the head of the fertile valley will be like an early fig before summer: when a man sees it, he picks and swallows it at once.
28:5 On that Day the LORD of many will be a glorious crown and a brilliant diadem to the remnant of His people,

28:6 A spirit of justice to the Lord who sits in judgment, and strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate.

28:7 But the others stagger from wine and stumble from strong drink: Priest and prophet stagger from strong drink, overpowered by wine; led astray by strong drink, staggering in their visions, tottering when giving judgment.

28:8 Yes, all the tables are covered with filthy vomit, with no place left clean. with no place left clean.

28:9 “To whom would the Lord impart knowledge? To whom would He convey the message? To those just weaned from milk, those taken from the breast?

28:10 For it is ‘Command on command, command on command, rule on rule, rule on rule, here a little, there a little!’”

28:11 Since they refuse to listen, God will speak to them through foreign oppressors who speak an unknown language! (Refers to our accusers.)
28:12 God's people could have rest in their own land if they would only obey Him, but they will not listen.
28:13 So for them the word of the LORD shall be: “Command on command, command on command, rule on rule, rule on rule, here a little, there a little!” So that when they walk, they stumble backward, broken, ensnared, and captured.

1) “Ephraim” is Scripture’s symbol for rebellion. When the northern tribes rebelled against their king Rehoboam, son of Solomon, Jeroboam was their leader. It turns out that that Jeroboam was an Ephraimite and later became the first king of the Northern Kingdom (Israel). Jeroboam reigned approx-imately 900 years before the birth of Jesus. In the same way Ephraim represents rebellion, so is every man who rebels against God.  
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2) “Woe to the majestic garland of the drunkard Ephraim, to the fading blooms of his glorious beauty, on the head of him who is stupefied with wine”. A garland is a crown of flowers and leaves. Saint Paul makes the following spiritual observation. “Do you not know that in a race all the runners compete, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Well, I do not run aimlessly, I do not box as one beating the air; no, I drive my body and train it, for fear that, after having preached to others, I myself should be disqualified”. 1 Cor (9:24) So I say to you, behold the message delivered by Saint Paul. He is asking us, what kind of race are we running? Notice how he degrades personal ambitions to perishable wreaths. So tell me, what personal accomplishments can we take with us after death? Why discipline yourselves for things that are valueless, yes a withered garland”?

3) “On the head of him who is stupefied with wine”. Behold this intoxication pertains to the world’s glitter. I use the word “intoxi-cation” because man can easily become drunk on his personal passions and pleasures. 

4) “The fading blooms of his glorious beauty on the head of the fertile valley will be like an early fig before summer: when a man sees it, he picks and swallows it at once”. The early fig is discussed in chapter eleven, The Fig Tree. 

5) “On that Day the LORD of many will be a glorious crown and a brilliant crown to the remnant of His people, a spirit of justice to the Lord who sits in judgment, and strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate”. The preceding two verses represent the elect; yes those written in the Book of Life. I say it with a broken heart; only one out ten (remnant) baptized Christians will be victorious at their Final Tests. The “gate” represents a city; yes a man’s soul.
6) “And strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate”. This line is a reference to the elect who have a reason to live forever. The term “gate’ is used because our accusers will be up close and personal.
7) “But the others stagger from wine and stumble from strong drink: Priest and prophet stagger from strong drink, overpowered by wine; led astray by strong drink, staggering in their visions, totter-ing when giving judgment”. We can consider ourselves “priests” and “prophets”. The “priest” within us is our three powers of our being, our memory, our understanding, and our will. The “prophet” within us represents our spiritual beliefs. When a man speaks spiritual untruths, he becomes the mouth of the false prophet. The question we must ask ourselves, which “wine” are we intoxicated upon? Are we drunk on our passions and pleasures or are we intoxicated on the fact that God has given us a reason to live forever. 
Scripture is constantly warning us about our spiritual condition. Our rebellion against God’s Laws can be likened to being a harlot.

Hos 5:3 I know Ephraim, and Israel is not hid from Me; for now, O Ephraim, you have played the harlot, Israel is defiled. 

5:4 Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God. For the spirit of harlotry is within them, and they know not the Lord. 

5:5 The arrogance of Israel testifies to his face; Ephraim shall stumble in his guilt; Judah also shall stumble with them. 

5:6 With their flocks and herds they shall go to seek the Lord, but they will not find Him; He has withdrawn from them. 

5:7 They have dealt faithlessly with the Lord; for they have borne alien children.

Now the new moon shall devour them with their fields. 

1) “Harlot” is a prostitute and accepts money for the performance of sex. When we make one thing more important than our brother’s spiritual well-being, we are serving our idols and thus we play the harlot. The following verses illustrate this point.

Ps 106:36 They served their idols, which became a snare to them.

106:37 They sacrificed their sons and their daughters to the demons; (Sons and daughters represent our actions.) 

106:38 they poured out innocent blood, the blood of their sons and daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; and the land was polluted with blood.

106:39 Thus they became unclean by their acts, and played the harlot in their doings.

106:40 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against His people, and He abhorred His heritage;

106:41 He gave them into the hand of the nations, so that those who hated them ruled over them. (This verse is a reference to those that fail the Final Test.)
Is 1:19 If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; 

1:20 But if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

1:21 How the faithful city has become a harlot, she that was full of justice! Righteousness lodged in her, but now murderers.
Jer 2:20 “For long ago you broke your yoke and burst your bonds; and you said, ‘I will not serve.’ Yea, upon every high hill and under every green tree you bowed down as a harlot. 

2:21 Yet I planted you a choice vine, wholly of pure seed. (Natural Law) How then have you turned degenerate and become a wild vine?
Returning to the Book of Hosea.

2)  “Their deeds do not permit them to return to their God”. This line is a reference to those that fail their Final Tests. When a man’s unfaith-fulness becomes so great that he has no reason to live, his deeds will condemn him.

3) “They know not the Lord”. There is only one-way to know the Lord. We are required to study and contemplate the thoughts and emotions of Jesus. (See chapter one.) It should be obvious that those that fail their Final Tests were too busy with their passions and appetites, thus they made no time for God.
4) “The pride (arrogance) of Israel testifies to his face”. At our Final Tests, our enemies will come and accuse us to our faces. My question is this; can a man’s arrogance withstand their accusations?
5) “Ephraim shall stumble in his guilt”. The Father has decreed that the Son shall be a snare, an obstacle and a stumbling stone. Many shall stumble and fall, broken, snared, and captured. Is (8:14) The stumbling stone is God’s word 1 Pt (2:8) an obstacle for those who love their passions and pleasures.
6) “Judah also shall stumble with them”. This line has a duel meaning, first it is a warning against Catholics, and this line is also a warning to those that think themselves Christians. Yes, those that think they are complying with the will of the Lord, but yet they are blind to their rebellion. My analogy is this; Hosea is trying to differentiate rebellion and “non-rebellion”. The prophet Hosea uses Ephraim has a symbol for rebellion, and uses Judah as a symbol for “non-rebellion”. Notice how “non-rebellion” is in the eye of the beholder. A man’s way may seem right in the darkness, but what will he do when he sees his actions in the light? Since Christians choose to obey certain Commandments and not others, what will they do when the Lord says, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you evildoers.’ Mt (7:23)
Mt 7:21 “Not every one who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the Kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 

7:22 On that Day (Refers to the Final Test.) many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your Name, and cast out demons in Your Name, and do many mighty works in Your Name?’ 

7:23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you evildoers.’ 

Sir 37:19 A man may be shrewd and the teacher of many, and yet be unprofitable to himself.
7) “With their flocks and herds they shall go to seek the Lord”. I simply ask, do you think that you can find the Lord with your passions and pleasures in tow? Look at yourselves; your lives are totally worldly.

8) “But they will not find Him”. Those that fail their Final Tests will have no reason to live. The Lord will not come to them and force a reason to live upon them. 

9) “For they have borne alien children”. Scripture is constantly equating our actions as being our children. Thus, the question must be asked, are we guilty of fornication with the world’s glitter? 
10) “Now the new moon shall devour them”. Notice, my dear brothers, the new moon sheds no light; this is in complete contrast to the Passover moon. (Full moon.) Behold, the Final Test will not go well for those during the new moon. You must understand vic-tory comes during the full moon. The Angel of Death passes over the elect’s “houses” during the Passover. (Passover occurs during the full moon. See Victory: Passover.) Let no one lead you astray, the moon symbolizes the spiritual light given to us by the Blessed Virgin. Victory is symbolized by the full moon. The Mother of Jesus will be there to encourage us and give us hope. This, of course, will only happen if we have some acts of faith, obedience, and chastity to our name. On the other hand, the worldly will experience the new moon at their Final Tests. Thus, they will not have the encouragement of the Mother of Jesus. They will choose suicide.
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Is 47:13 You wearied yourself with many consultations, at which you toiled from your youth; let the astrologers stand forth to save you, the stargazers who forecast at each new moon what would happen to you.
Scripture is constantly warning us about our spiritual condition. Our rebellion against God’s Laws can be likened to stumbling in the darkness.

Jer 13:15 Hear and give ear; be not arrogant, for the Lord has spoken. 

13:16 Give glory to the Lord your God before He brings darkness, before your feet stumble on the twilight mountains, and while you look for light He turns it into gloom and makes it deep darkness.

Jb 12:16 With the Lord are strength and wisdom; the deceived and the deceiver are His.

12:17 The Lord leads counselors away stripped, and judges He makes fools.

12:18 He loosens the bonds imposed by kings, and leaves but a waistcloth to bind the king’s own loins. 

12:19 He leads priests away stripped, and overthrows the mighty.

12:20 He deprives of speech those who are trusted, and takes away the discernment of the elders.

12:21 He pours contempt on princes, and confiscates weapons from the strong.

12:22 He uncovers the deeps out of darkness, and brings deep darkness to light.

12:23 He makes nations great, and He destroys them: He enlarges nations, and He leads them away.

12:24 He takes away understanding from the chiefs of the people of the earth, and makes them wander in a pathless waste.

12:25 They grope in the dark without light; and he makes them stagger like a drunken man.

1) “The deceived and the deceiver are His”. Our accusers can be called deceivers and the deceived are those that choose suicide.

2) “The Lord leads counselors away stripped, and judges He makes fools”. I assure you, it’s not good to believe in your own counsel. Without God’s word, do you think that you can judge the good from the evil? But a Day is coming when your judgments will be called foolish.  

3) “He loosens the bonds imposed by kings”. This line is a reference to the elect. You see most men have failed to obey the First Command-ment, thus making some passion or appetite their king. The elect, at their Final Tests, are freed from their passions and appetites of various kinds. How is this done you ask? I assure you, knowledge and a deep understanding of that knowledge will free any man from his ruler. Yes, men will come to understand the emotions of Christ.

4) “And leaves but a waistcloth to bind the king’s own loins”. When a man is victorious at his Final Test, he will never be tempted by sin again. The analogy is this; the kings that ruled over him during the daytime of life will lose their power. 

5) “He leads priests away stripped, and overthrows the mighty”. This line is a reference to those that fail their Final Tests. The “priest” represents the three powers of a man’s being, memory, understand-ing, and will. The “mighty” is a reference to the power found in a man’s personal beliefs. 

6) “He deprives of speech those who are trusted, and takes away the discernment of the elders”. Like most words found in Scripture, “elders” have a duel meaning. An elder can represent a man that has a history of practicing the twelve virtues, or an elder can represent a man that has a long history of fulfilling his passions and appetites.

7) “He pours contempt on princes, and confiscates weapons from the strong”. This verse is a reference to the Second Woe. On this Day, our accusers will lose their power to accuse. There are ten princes Est (9:10) and they are associated with the ten horns of the beast found in the Book of Revelation. The “horn” has the power to gore a man to his spiritual death. Behold, the ten horns reveal the emotions of our accusers. For you see, they hate God and the other nine Commandments. Let the world know that our accusers derived their power, yes their horns, from their hatred of the Ten Command-ments. See this section, The Final Test: The Ten Horns. 

8) “He uncovers the deeps out of darkness, and brings deep darkness to light”. The Lord brings the darkness into the light four times. The first time is at our Final Tests. The Lord will show us what our lives were like and then compare our lives to the light. The second time occurs to our accusers at the Second Woe. The third time at the Battle of Armageddon and the fourth time at the Final Judgment.

9) “He makes nations great, and He destroys them”. The “nations”, like the elders”, have a duel meaning. The 144,000 are designated to a nation. During life, the 144,000 practiced the Natural Law and they also practiced the virtues, but one of the virtues they practiced more than the others. Each member of the 144,000 is designated to a nation. Each nation is in fact one of the twelve virtues. In the same way, the nations can also refer to the armies of hell. There are six nations: envy, anger, spiritual laziness, lust, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. Each soul, in hell, is designated to a nation. During life, the damned committed all kinds of sin, but one type of sin they excelled at. They made one of the six deadly spirits their king. In other words, you can say that each condemned soul is assigned to one of the six deadly spirits. It must also be explained that the deadly spirit of arrogance is not a nation. All in hell wear that title.
10) “He takes away understanding from the chiefs of the people of the earth, and makes them wander in a pathless waste. They grope in the dark without light; and he makes them stagger like a drunken man”. The arrogance of the worldly, so sure of themselves during life, will stagger like drunken men during their Final Tests. Their wisdom will be useless on this Day and can be described by the Lord taking away understanding from the chiefs of the people. During life, they had their worldly path to walk, but after death they wander in a pathless waste.      

Scripture is constantly warning us about our spiritual condition. Our rebellion against God’s Laws can be likened to stumbling over a block.

Jer 50:31 “Behold, I am against you, O arrogant one, says the Lord GOD of many; for your Day has come, the time when I will punish you. 

50:32 The arrogant one shall stumble and fall, with none to raise him up, and I will kindle a fire in his cities, and it will devour all that is round about him.

Ez 44:9 “Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart and flesh, of all the foreigners who are among the people of Israel, shall enter My sanctuary. 

44:10 But the Levites who went far from Me, going astray from Me after their idols when Israel went astray, shall bear punishment. 

44:11 The Levites purpose is be ministers (priests) in My sanctuary, having oversight at the gates of the temple, and serving in the temple; they shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people, and they shall attend on the people, to serve them. 

44:12 Because they ministered to them before their idols and became a stumbling block of sinfulness to the house of Israel, therefore I have sworn concerning them, says the Lord GOD, that they shall bear their punishment. 

44:13 They shall not come near to Me, to serve Me as priest, nor come near any of My sacred things and the things that are most sacred; but they shall bear their shame, because of the abominations which they have committed. 

1) “No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart and flesh, of all the foreigners who are among the people of Israel, shall enter My sanctuary”. We were born into the world and we seek the things that are real. If we remain in this state, the Lord considers our hearts uncircumcised. We must change our why of thinking and place the thoughts and emotions of Christ in our hearts; but I warn you, if we place His words on our lips, we will fail our Final Tests. 

2) “The Levites” are the descendants of the third son of Jacob and his name was Levi. Spiritual speaking, Levi represents the third virtue called “Contemplation of God’s Word”. With this spiritual concept in mind, recognize that it takes the three powers of our being to practice this virtue. In essence, each of us is a “priest” and our souls are God’s temple. As Scripture says, “The Levites purpose is to be ministers (priests) in My sanctuary, having oversight at the gates of the temple, and serving in the temple”. Ez (4:11)
3) “They shall slay the burnt offering and the sacrifice for the people”. If we were to analyze the Temple sacrifices that were performed in the Old and New Testaments, we would discover that these sacrifices are in reality prayers. The most important kind of sacrifices would be prayers of intercession. You see we are here upon the earth to find a reason to live forever. Prayers of this kind will give us the experience to feel spiritual compassion. Another type of sacrifice would be a prayer of contrition. Remorse is another way of experiencing Love. When we look into the past and see our spiritual crimes against our brothers, then we will realize the difference between good and evil.

4) “Because they ministered to them before their idols and became a stumbling block of sinfulness to the house of Israel”. Let me say this, my dear brothers, how can we experience the meaning everlasting Love when our passions and appetites are in control? Scripture says that our idols are stumbling blocks to the truth.        

Hos 4:4 Yet let no one contend, and let none accuse, for with you is My contention, O priest. 

4:5 You shall stumble by day, the prophet also shall stumble with you by night; and I will destroy your mother. 

4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to Me. And since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

1) “The prophet also shall stumble with you by night”. This line is a reference to the Final Test. In this case, the “prophet” represents the false prophet in a man that counsels him to give up and desire death. 

2) “And I will destroy your mother”. We can liken our “mothers” as salt and salt gives flavor to food. If our food, during the daytime of life, was the world’s glitter, then the analogy is this; the Lord will destroy our ability to love our passions and appetites of various kinds.

3) “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge”. Can you see, my dear brothers, the need to study Scripture? Without Scripture, we will never find the reason to live forever. 

4) “And since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children”. Again, Scripture is not speaking about our biological children, but rather our actions.  

Jb 18:9 A trap seizes him by the heel, a snare lays hold of him.

18:10 A rope is hid for him in the ground, a trap for him in the path.

18:11 Terrors frighten him on every side, and chase him at his heels.

18:12 His strength is hunger-bitten, and calamity is ready for his stumbling.

Ps 91:9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your habitation,

91:10 no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent.

91:11 For He will give His Angels charge of you to guard you in all your ways.

91:12 On their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone.
1) “Lest you dash your foot against a stone”. This last line could easy read, “Lest you stumble upon the stone”. I want you to know, the elect at their Final Tests, will experience the help of the Holy Angels; for they will be like stars in the night sky.

The Final Test: Hell.

Scripture describes hell as a place of maggots and darkness. Its residents are described as shades and hell is called Sheol.

Is 14:9 Sheol (Hell) beneath is stirred up to meet you when you come, it awakens the shades to greet you, all who were leaders of the earth; it has the kings of all nations rise from their thrones.
14:10 All of them will speak and say to you: ‘You too have become as weak as we!  You have become like us!’ 
14:11 Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, the sound of your harps; maggots are the bed beneath you, and worms are your covering.
1) “Shades” The word shades is most likely derived from the word “shadow”, thus referring to evil “ghosts”.

Ps 88:11 Do You (You refers to God.) work wonders for the dead? Do the shades arise and praise You?

Prv 21:16 The man who strays from the way of good sense will abide in the assembly of the shades.
Prv 9:17 Stolen water is sweet, and bread gotten secretly is pleasing!”

9:18 Little he knows that the shades are there, that in the depths of the nether world are her guests! 
2) “All who were leaders of the earth”. The term “earth” is a reference to those that lived their lives in the flesh. Moreover, man is made from clay. If you remove the water from the clay, you have only earth. In the same way, if we remove the word of God from our lives, we are only “earth”. The “leaders” is a reference to those men that had the greatest influence in leading others into sin.

3) “It has the kings of all nations rise from their thrones”. There are six nations: envy, anger, spiritual sloth, lust, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. Each soul, in hell, is designated to a nation. During life, the damned commit-ted all kinds of sin, but one type of sin they excelled at. They made one of the six deadly spirits their king. In other words, you can say that each condemned soul is assigned to one of the six deadly spirits. It must be said that the seventh deadly spirit called arro-gance is not a nation. All in hell wear that title.
4) “You too have become as weak as we”! The term “weak” refers to the fact that the damn can’t relieve their misery. It should be obvious that they have no power to change their sorry condition. They desire death, but can’t have it.

5) “Your pomp is brought down to Sheol”. The word “pomp” means a show of magnificence or splendor. (Ostentatious display: Vainglory.) As Scripture says, “He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for God’s sake will find it”. Mt (10:39)
6) “Maggots are the bed beneath you”. Worldly descriptions are so important to describe the spiritual. A “maggot” is a soft-bodied larva of an insect. So ask yourselves; does this condition sound appealing?
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Prv 25:20 Like a moth in clothing, or a maggot in wood, sorrow gnaws at the human heart.
1) “Sorrow gnaws at the human heart”. So I ask you, what is the greatest sorrow a soul can experience? Let this be a warning to all men, the greatest sorrow is not wanting to continue living. Depression gnaws at the human heart. 

Ps 146:3 Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no help.

146:4 When his breath departs he returns to his earth; on that very Day his plans perish.
Eccl 11:8 For if a man lives many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember that the days of darkness will be many. All that comes is vanity.

1) “The days of darkness will be many”. In the world in which we live, the light of the sun reveals the beauty of the world. Without the light, we have only darkness, thus the beauty is hidden. In the same way, without God’s compassion in our hearts, our beauty is gone.

Eccl 9:9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life which God has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. 

9:10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going.
1) “Enjoy life with the wife whom you love”. Every person can consider himself or herself has having a wife. For the “wife” within us is responsible for the care of our households. A dedicated “wife” fulfills the Natural and Written Laws of God. An irresponsible “wife” enjoys the passions and pleasures of life.   

2) “Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life which God has given you”. The dictionary defines vanity as something that is empty, or valueless. The word secular also describes vanity. For you see, life is not some plaything or holiday for personal gain. Our passions and appetites are truly vanity, yes worthless. So what should we value? We need a reason to live forever.  

3) “Because that is your portion in life”. The term “portion” refers to our passions and appetites. If our passions and appetites rule over us, the pleasure we find in them is our portion. However, all comes to an end at our physical deaths. 

4) “For there is no work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going”.  So tell me, my dear brothers, what will you do when the Lord takes away everything you love?    

Lam 4:5 Those who feasted on dainties perish in the streets; those who were brought up in purple lie on ash heaps.

4:6 For the chastisement of the daughter of My people has been greater than the punishment of Sodom, which was overthrown in a moment, no hand being laid on it.

4:7 Her princes were purer than snow, whiter than milk; their bodies were more ruddy than coral, the beauty of their form was like sapphire.

4:8 Now their visage is blacker than soot, they are not recognized in the streets; their skin has shriveled upon their bones, it has become as dry as wood.

1) “Those who were brought up in purple lie on ash heaps”. It should be obvious that the color purple refers to royalty. Woe to those that serve only themselves. 

2) “For the chastisement of the daughter of My people has been greater than the punishment of Sodom”. When much is given, much is required. See chapter five, section Much Is Given, Much Is Required.
3) “Now their visage is blacker than soot”. Depression, suicide, angry, revenge, and envy is the darkness that can be found in our accusers hearts. This ugliness will also be manifested in their appearance.   

Is 37:18 For it is not the nether world that gives You thanks, nor death that praises You; neither do those who go down into the pit await Your kindness.

37:19 The living, the living give You thanks, as I do today. Fathers declare to their sons, O God, Your faithfulness.

1) “For it is not the nether world that gives You thanks”. What will a man do when God takes away everything he loves? I assure you, he will hate his Maker.

2) “The living, the living give You thanks”. Those who have a reason to live forever are called the living. 

Jb 18:5 “Yea, the light of the wicked is put out, and the flame of his fire does not shine.

18:6 The light is dark in his tent, and his lamp above him is put out.

18:7 His strong steps are shortened and his own schemes throw him down.

18:8 For he is cast into a net by his own feet, and he walks on a pitfall.

18:9 A trap seizes him by the heel, a snare lays hold of him. 

18:10 A rope is hid for him in the ground, a trap for him in the path.

18:11 Terrors frighten him on every side, and chase him at his heels.

18:12 His strength is hunger-bitten, and calamity is ready for his stumbling.

18:13 By disease his skin is consumed, the first-born of death consumes his limbs.

18:14 He is torn from the tent in which he trusted, and is brought to the king of terrors.

18:15 In their tents noting remains; sulphur is scattered upon his habitation.
18:16 His roots dry up beneath, and his branches wither above.

18:17 His memory perishes from the earth, and he has no name in the street.

18:18 He is thrust from light into darkness, and driven out of the world.

18:19 He has no offspring or descendant among his people, and no survivor where he used to live.

18:20 They of the west are appalled at his day, and horror seizes them of the east.

18:21 Surely such are the dwellings of the ungodly, such is the place of him who knows not God.”
1) “The light of the wicked is put out”. Compassion, love, peace, and tranquility come from God. Without His presence, we will lose these gifts forever. The “light” refers to the word of God, and Christ is the Word that became Man. I ask you; is there color without the light? Without the light, there is no beauty because there is no color. In the same way, there is no beauty in our lives without a reason to live forever. Without spiritual compassion for each other, what are we?

2) “His strength is hunger-bitten”. The strength spoken about here is the strength to continue living. The Final Test is so overwhelming, that most men will not have the strength to continue living. 

3) “Calamity is ready for his stumbling”. When a man fails his Final Test, he stumbled when he was confronted with his accusers accusa-tions. He falls into a deep depression. His desire is to cease to exist and looks for a way to die. 

4) “By disease his skin is consumed”. Another name for this is pestilence. Leprosy can also be used and can be likened to the damage that our passions and appetites have none to our souls. 

5) “First-born of death consumes his limbs”. The first born of death is Lucifer.

6) “He is torn from the tent in which he trusted”. So I ask you, do you feel safe in your beliefs? Do you think that your camp is holy? I assure you, the flesh feels no danger; do you understand?

7) “And is brought to the king of terrors”. What will a man do when he is forced to face Satan?

8) “He has no offspring or descendant among his people, and no survivor where he used to live”. This verse refers to a man’s vanity. He has no virtues to display.

9) “Such is the place of him who knows not God”. It’s very simple, if we violate the Natural Law, we will never come to the Written Law, and thus we will not know God.      

Jb 15:25 Because he has stretched out his hand against God and bid defiance to the Almighty,

15:26 One shall rush sternly upon him with the stout bosses of his shield, like a king prepared for the charge. (Refers to our accusers at our Final Tests.)
15:27 Because he has blinded himself with his material wealth, padding his loins with fat,

15:28 He shall dwell in ruinous cities, in houses that are deserted, that are crumbling into clay

15:29 with no shadow to lengthen over the ground. (Complete darkness.) He shall not be rich, and his possessions shall not endure;

15:30 for vain shall be his bartering. (Bartering means to trade by exchanging one commodity for another.)
15:31 A flame shall wither him up in his early growth, and with the wind his blossoms shall disappear. (Wind of accusation)
15:32 His stalk shall wither before its time, and his branches shall be green no more.
15:33 He shall be like a vine that sheds its grapes unripened, and like an olive tree casting off its bloom.

15:34 For the breed of the impious shall be sterile, and fire shall consume the tents of bribery.

15:35 They conceive malice and bring forth emptiness; they give birth to failure.
1) “Because he has blinded himself with his material wealth, padding his loins with fat”. Self-indulgence, a fattened face and bulging midline can be likened to a man indulging his passions and appetites of various kinds. All is useless and considered vanity. 

2) “They give birth to failure”. That are easy to understand. Giving birth to failure is giving birth to vanity.
Dt 28:63 “Just as the LORD once took delight in making you grow and prosper, so will He now take delight in ruining and destroying you, and you will be plucked out of the land you are now entering to occupy.

28:64 The LORD will scatter you among all the nations from one end of the earth to the other, and there you will serve strange gods of wood and stone, such as you and your fathers have not known.

28:65 Among these nations you will find no rest, not a foot of ground to stand upon, for there the LORD will give you an anguished heart and wasted eyes and a dismayed spirit.
28:66 You will live in constant suspense and stand in dread both day and night, never sure of your existence.

28:67 In the morning you will say, ‘Would that it were evening!’ and in the evening you will say, ‘Would that it were morning!’ for the dread that your heart must feel and the sight that your eyes must see.

28:68 And the Lord will bring you back in ships to Egypt, a journey which I promised that you should never make again; and there you shall offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves, but no man will buy you.”

1) “Just as the LORD once took delight in making you grow and prosper”. The purpose of our lives is to experience the beauty of laying down our lives for each other. Included in this experience is to share the thoughts and feelings of Christ.

2) “So will He now take delight in ruining and destroying you”. The Lord has no real joy in the suicide of a soul. This line is to warn all men that God justice will cause the emotion of suicide to fit the event. God’s Mercy will not interfere.  

3) “The LORD will scatter you among all the nations from one end of the earth to the other”. The nations refer to the armies of hell. There are six nations: envy, anger, spiritual sloth, lust, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. Each soul, in hell, is designated to a nation. During life, the damned committed all kinds of sin, but one type of sin they excelled at. They made one of the six deadly spirits their king. In other words, you can say that each condemned soul is assigned to one of the six deadly spirits. It must be said that the seventh deadly spirit called arrogance is not a nation. All in hell wear that title.
Mi 4:5 For all the peoples walk each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God forever and ever.
4) “And there you will serve strange gods of wood and stone, such as you and your fathers have not known”. Idols made of wood and stone are fashioned with our hands. In this same way, men worship the work of their hands. It must be understood that our occupations can become gods of wood and stone. In hell these gods of wealth, power and pleasure will turn into punishments. How does this happen you ask? For you see when a soul loses the things he loves, he will be given an appropriate emotion, yes he will be filled with depression and anger.   

5) “The LORD will send you back in galleys to Egypt”. This line refers to the biblical history of the Israelites and their captivity in Egypt. God freed Israel through Moses. In the same way, God has freed us from the slavery of falsehood through Jesus. However, if a man fails to respond to everlasting love, back into the land of falsehood he will go.   

6) “There you will offer yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and female slaves, but there will be no buyer”. Let me say this first, the lie in which we have bought is this, that we can find happiness in our passions and appetites of various kinds. Thus we can liken ourselves as slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt making bricks for Pharaoh’s two cities. And these two cities represent the cities of falsehood and vanity. So you see, during our lives, we have a value to Lucifer. However, after the battle of Armageddon, Lucifer himself is defeated. He no longer has any power, thus he has no need of slaves. 

Is 8:16 I (Isaiah) will write down all these things as a testimony of what the LORD will do. I will entrust it to my disciples, who will pass it down to future generations.
8:17 I will wait for the LORD to help us, though He has turned away from the house of Jacob. My only hope is in Him.. 

8:18 Look at me (Me refers to Isaiah) and the children whom the Lord has given me: We are signs and portents (Something that foreshadows a coming event.) in Israel from the Lord of many, who dwells on Mount Zion. 

8:19 So why are you trying to find out the future by consulting mediums and psychics? Do not listen to their whisper-ings and mutterings. Can the living find out the future from the dead? Why not ask your God?
8:20 for teaching and for instruction, surely, those who speak like this will have no dawn! 
8:21 They will pass through the land, greatly distressed and hungry; and when they are hungry, they will be enraged and will curse their king and their god, and turn their faces upward; 

8:22 and they will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish; and they will be thrust into thick darkness.

1) “I (Isaiah) will write down all these things as a testimony of what the LORD will do”. My son, say to My people, who is like Me? Who of old announced future events? Is (44:7) Yes; before they spring into being, I announce them to you. Is (42:9) I foretell the outcome, in advance, things not yet done. And, I say that My Plan shall stand, I accomplish My every purpose. Is (46:10) Who announced this from the beginning, that we might know; beforehand, that we might say it is true? Is (41:26)

Sir 42:19 The Lord declares what is past and what will be, and reveals the trend of hidden things.
2) “I will wait for the LORD to help us, though He has turned away from the house of Jacob”. Another name for the “house of Jacob” is Israel. In the same way that God had turned away from the house of Jacob by allowing the Assyrians to defeat the Northern Tribes and the Babylonians to defeat the house of Judah in Jerusalem, the Lord will turn away from those who don’t fear Him. The prophet Isaiah gave this advice and warning: “But with the LORD of many make your alliance— for Him be your fear and your awe, yet He shall be a snare, an obstacle and a stumbling stone to both the houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to those who dwell in Jerusalem; And many among them shall stumble and fall, broken, snared, and captured”. Is (8:13)
3) Look at me and the children whom the Lord has given me: We are signs and portents (Something that foreshadows a coming event.) in Israel from the Lord of many, who dwells on Mount Zion”. The “children” that Isaiah is speaking about are his actions. As a prophet, he is foretelling Israel’s destruction. And when the calam-ity falls, the people will recall how Isaiah forecasted the event.

4) “Why not ask your God”? We are invited by God to ask questions? So why is the Plan of God such a mystery? “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened”. Mt (7:7) 

5) “Those who speak like this will have no dawn”! Those that try to find out the future by consulting mediums and psychics will have no reason to live forever. To live forever can only be found in the thoughts and emotions of Christ and not in powers apart from Jesus. The “dawn” represents the power of Christ’s right hand giving the elect a reason to live. Recall how the Israelites were saved at dawn. (Red Sea) 
6) “They will be enraged and will curse their king and their god”. What will you do when the Lord takes away everything you love? A man’s anger will be against God. They are so angry and suicidal that they don’t even want back the things they loved, yes they will curse their king and their god.

7) “And they will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish; and they will be thrust into thick darkness”. He will look back to the world in which he loved and it will be gone. Without this glitter, there is only darkness, gloom and anguish. 
Jb 7:6 My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and come to their end without hope.

7:7 “Remember that my life is a breath; my eye will never again see good.
7:8 The eye of him who sees me will behold me no more; while Your eyes are upon me, I shall be gone.

7:9 As the cloud fades and vanishes, so he who goes down to Sheol does not come up;

7:10 he returns no more to his house, nor does his place know him any more.

1) “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle”. Compare the length of our lives to eternity. In a blink of an eye our lives are over.

2) “And come to their end without hope”. The word “hope” is a very important word. Hope is described as “to cherish a desire with anticipation”. Without hope, hope of the future, there is no reason to live. So many souls commit suicide after death because their hope for the future disappeared.  

Jer 22:8 Many people will pass by this city (Jerusalem) and ask one another: “Why has the LORD done this to so great a city?”

22:9 And the answer will be given: “Because they have deserted their covenant (Promise.) with the LORD, their God, by worshiping and serving strange gods.”

22:10 Weep not for him who is dead, mourn not for him! Weep rather for him who is going away; never again will he see the land of his birth.
1) “Many people will pass by this city (Jerusalem) and ask one another: “Why has the LORD done this to so great a city?” In the same way that God sent His “servants” the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem, God will send the armies of hell to destroy the worldly at their Final Tests.

2) “And the answer will be given: “Because they have deserted their covenant (Promise.) with the LORD”. What is the greatest promise that God has given us? In the Gospel of John, Jesus said that He was the Bread of life and those that eat it will not die. Jn (6:48) The bread that He gives is His Flesh for the life of the world. Jn (6:51) Unless we eat the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink His Blood, we do not have life within us. Jn (6:53) But what does this mean you ask? Simply, the greatest promise is this, if we engrave the thoughts and emotions of Jesus upon our minds, Christ will come and engrave His thoughts and emotions upon our hearts. Then we will experience spiritual compassion for all men, thus we will be alive and have a reason to live forever. His Flesh and Blood are the doorways to His emotions and thoughts. (See chapter one.)  

Brothers, I want you to know, after a soul has been confined to hell, no need to weep, he is our enemy. Weep rather for those who are about to fall into depression and commit spiritual suicide.

Is 24:1 Behold, the Lord will lay waste the earth and make it desolate, and He will twist its surface and scatter its inhabitants. 

24:2 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the slave, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the creditor, so with the debtor. 

24:3 The earth shall be utterly laid waste and utterly despoiled; for the Lord has spoken this word. 

24:4 The earth mourns and withers, the world languishes and withers; the heavens languish together with the earth.

24:5 The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant. (Promise)

24:6 Therefore a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt; therefore the inhabitants of the earth are scorched, and few men are left. 

24:7 The wine mourns, the vine languishes, all the merry-hearted sigh. 

24:8 The joy of the timbrels is stilled, the noise of the jubilant has ceased, the glee of the lyre is stilled.
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Is 24:9 No more do they drink wine with singing; strong drink is bitter to those who drink it. 

24:10 The city of chaos is broken down, every house is shut up so that none can enter. 

24:11 There is an outcry in the streets for lack of wine; all joy has reached its lowest; the gladness of the earth is banished. 

24:12 Desolation is left in the city, the gates are battered into ruins.

1) “The Lord will lay waste the earth and make it desolate”. I assure you, this line has nothing to do with the earth that revolves around the sun. This “earth” is a reference to the clay without water; yes every man that has forsaken the living waters.

2) “And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the slave, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the creditor, so with the debtor”.

a. The “Priest” represents the three powers of our being, memory, understanding and heart.

b. The “slave” represents those that are held captive to deadly sin.

c. The “master” of the slave represents all those that lead others into deadly sin.  

Mt 18:6 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.

18:7 Woe to the world because of things that cause sin! Such things must come, but woe to the one through whom they come!

d. “Buyer and Seller” sym-bolizes the merchants of the sea; yes the art of acquiring material wealth. 

3) “The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed the laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting covenant”. The Lord always gives His reasons for punishment; His reasons are not concealed.
4) “Broken the everlasting covenant”. Recall the words of Jesus; 
Lk 22:20 And likewise the cup after supper, saying, “This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My Blood. 
Brothers, blood is a symbol of life, because without it, we cease to exist. In the same way, we need Christ’s spiritual compassion that He has for all men. Without His thoughts and emotions in our hearts, we have no hope in the future. God’s everlasting promise is this; if we understand Christ’s passion and unite ourselves to His passion, we will have a reason to live forever.   

5) “Few men are left”. The Final Test, Day of disaster is not far from us. Take my advice and look at your lives. Your lives must be spiritual. Jesus warned us by saying, “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are few”. Mt (7:12)
6) “There is an outcry in the streets for lack of wine”. Intoxication is associated with wine. And we can liken the world’s glitter as intoxication. Men are drunk on their passions and pleasures of various kinds. What will a man do when he can no longer indulge his passions? After physical death, his new world will lack wine.
7) “Desolation is left in the city, the gates are battered into ruins”. This line refers to a man’s arrogance. His walls of arrogance will come crashing down. 
Hell: The Worm That Never Dies.

It’s true that a soul in hell suffers from suicidal depression. It’s impossible to comfort such a soul; his heart is full of rage and revenge. However this pain does not engulf him to such an extent that his three powers of his being are overwhelmed. But his mind clearly sees the virtues of the 144,000 and his understanding clearly sees how God values the virtues of the 144,000. His heart hates virtue, but he is forced to see the virtues of 144,000 continuously. Seeing this over and over again can be described as the worm that never dies.

Ps 112:9 Lavishly the Lord gives to the poor; His generosity shall endure forever; their horn (Horn symbolizes strength.) shall be exalted in honor.

112:10 The wicked shall see this and are disturbed; they will gnash their teeth and waste away; the desires of the wicked shall parish.
1) “Lavishly the Lord gives to the poor”. The term “poor” has nothing to do with material wealth, but rather it refers to how a man sees himself. To be poor in spirit, a man knows how he needs the thoughts and emotions of Christ to stop sinning. In contract, a rich man has made his passions and pleasures his reason to live tomorrow. 

2) “The wicked shall see this and are disturbed”. To commit suicide and not obtain it is a pain that can’t be described. In this state, the damned are glad they never gave birth to virtue. Lk (23:29) What will really disturbed the damned is the lives of the elect, namely the 144,000. Seeing their virtues in which they despise will cause an elevation of their anger.  At the same time, they will relive their Final Tests; during that time they were shown their worldly lives. They know all too well how their fear and depression were caused by their lack of virtue. Thus we can say that the worm of their consciences will reproach them for eternity because they will always see the elect and their virtues.  
Wis 5:1 Then the righteous man (a member of the 144,00) will stand with great confidence in the presence of those who have afflicted him, and those who make light of his labors.  

5:2 When they see him, they will be shaken with dreadful fear, and they will be amazed at his unexpected salvation. 

5:3 They will speak to one another in repentance, and in anguish of spirit they will groan, and say, 

5:4 “This is the man whom we once held as a laughingstock and made a byword of reproach—we fools! We thought that his life was madness and that his end was without honor. 

5:5 Why has he been numbered among the sons of God? And why is his lot among the saints? 

5:6 So it was we who strayed from the way of truth, and the light of righteousness did not shine on us, and the sun did not rise upon us. 

5:7 We took our fill of the paths of lawlessness and destruction, and we journeyed through trackless deserts, but the way of the Lord we have not known.

5:8 What has our arrogance profited us? And what good has our boasted wealth brought us? 

5:9 “All those things have vanished like a shadow, and like a rumor that passes by;

5:10 like a ship that sails through the billowy water, and when it has passed no trace can be found, nor track of its keel in the waves; 

5:11 or as, when a bird flies through the air, no evidence of its passage is found; the light air, lashed by the beat of its pinions (feathers) and pierced by the force of its rushing flight, is traversed by the movement of its wings, and afterward no sign of its coming is found there; 

5:12 or as, when an arrow is shot at a target, the air, thus divided, comes together at once, so that no one knows its pathway. 

5:13 So we also, as soon as we were born, ceased to be, and we had no sign of virtue to show, but were consumed in our wickedness.” 

1) “Then the righteous man will stand with great confidence in the presence of those who have afflicted him, and those who make light of his labors”. Notice how a righteous man can stand in great confidence before those that afflict him. And there is no greater affliction than at his Final Test. In the first Book of John it says that fear has to do with punishment. 1 Jn (4:18) A righteous man has nothing to fear; his love is perfect and casts out fear. Such a man has fulfilled the Commandment to love others in the way Jesus did. Thus his accusers have no grounds to accuse him.

Jn 4:18﻿ There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love.

2) “When they see him, they will be shaken with dreadful fear”. The image of a righteous man is not what shakes them, but rather they expect a punishment for having accused a righteous man.

3) “They will be amazed at his unexpected salvation”. During life, the damned knew nothing about the twelve virtues. Until they were shaken with dreadful fear by seeing his virtues, and as a consequence the damned were amazed how his virtues saved the righteous man from their accusations.

4) “They will speak to one another in repentance”. There is a difference between self-pity and true heart-felt remorse. The “repentance” spoke about in this line is self-pity.

5) “In anguish of spirit they will groan, and say, this is the man whom we once held as a laughingstock and made a byword of reproach—we fools! We thought that his life was madness and that his end was without honor”. It heightens the anger of the damned when the virtues of the 144,000 are shown to them, yes they will groan in anguish. The three powers of their being, memory, understanding and heart know the reasons why they are depressed and angry. It should be noted that their depression and anger does not overwhelm their three powers. The memory, understanding, and heart fully function even when subjected to the great torrents of depression and anger. The hearts of the damned do not long for what the righteous man has. In fact they are so mirserable, they don’t want even back the things they loved. But God doesn’t allow the pain of depression and anger to block out the righteous man’s virtues.  They clearly see the actions in which God valued and they are constantly reminded. Thus the worm never dies.   

My son, the damned shall realize that their own sins have brought them to such an evil end, and with this knowledge the worm of conscience gnaws away in self-pity. Yes they see that their sinfulness has deprived them of everything that they loved. Instead, they see the ugliness of all those in hell and sharing in their fellowship, their conscience gnaws away at them constantly. Such is their terrible torment of seeing the Lucifer and his followers, for in seeing them they know themselves better that is they recognize that their sinfulness has made them worthy of them. And so the worm gnaws on and the fire of conscience never stops burning. Mk (9:48)

Mk 9:43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire.

9:44 
9:45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life crippled than with two feet to be thrown into Gehenna.

9:47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to enter into the Kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna,

9:48 where ‘their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.’

9:49 “Everyone will be salted with fire.

9:50 Salt is good, but if salt becomes insipid, with what will you restore its flavor? Keep salt in yourselves and you will have peace with one another.”

 

1) “If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into the unquenchable fire”. In the Book of Jonah, the Lord complains to Jonah that His people do not know their right hand from their left. Jon (4:11) In essence, the Lord is saying that His people do not know good from bad. Let me say this, our right hands are given the power to do good, while our left hands have the power to seek the things that can be seen. In the verse above, Christ implies that we must cut off our earthly ambitions, yes our left hand. The same analogy can be made for the foot and the eye.

2) “Kingdom of God” can be called the Plan of God and this Plan must be implemented from within. We are here upon this earth to experience the sorrows of Christ. Through Him we have the opportunity to experience spiritual compassion for all men. 
3) “Everyone will be salted with fire”. The damned are constantly shown the virtues of the 144,000.
3) “Keep salt in yourselves”. Our prayers must be seasoned with heart-felt emotion. Take for example our intercessions. They must be “salted” with heart-felt tears.

Is 14:11 Down to the nether world your pomp is brought, the music of your harps. The couch beneath you is the maggot, your covering, the worm.”
1 Mac 2:62 Do not fear the words of a sinful man, (Refers to our accusers at our Final Tests.) for his glory ends in corruption and worms.
Sir 10:11 For when a man is dead, he will inherit creeping things, and wild beasts, and worms.
1) “Creeping things” is a general term for various forms of reptiles, insects, or worm life. In the Book of Genesis, Gn (1:24 & 1:26) creeping things uses it as a generic term. It is similarly used in the Flood story. Gn (6:7, 6:20, 7:14, 6:23, 8:17 & 8:19) Such creatures are considered unclean in the Book of Leviticus. Lv (22:5). They are associated with corrupt-ion and evil in the Book of Ezekiel. Ez (8:10) So you see, creeping things is a general term for creatures that are neither birds, fish, nor wild or domesticated animals. The snake is an example of a creeping thing. Scripture depicts Lucifer as a serpent and he is skilled in leading astray men.

2) “Wild beasts” denote our fallen brothers.
Is 66:24 “And they shall go forth and look on the dead bodies of the men that have rebelled against Me; for their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.”

Hell: Damned For The Lack Knowledge.

Prv 1:27 When terror comes upon you like a storm, and your doom approaches like a whirlwind; when distress and anguish befall you. (Refers to the Final Test.)
1:28 "Then they call Me, but I answer not; they seek Me, but find Me not;
1:29Because they hated knowledge, and chose not the fear of the LORD;

1:30 They ignored My counsel, they spurned all My reproof; and in their arrogance they preferred arrogance, and like fools they hated knowledge:
1:31 "Now they must eat the fruit of their own way, and with their own devices be glutted.

1:32 For waywardness kills the simple, and their complacency destroys them.

1:33 But He who obeys Me dwells in security, in peace, without fear of harm."

1) “And in their arrogance they preferred arrogance, and like fools they hated knowledge”. Ignorance, what is it? The dictionary says, “lacking knowledge or compre-hension of the thing specified”. So I ask you, why are men happy in their ignorance? This condition is called arrogance. You see, their arrogance will not allow them to test their ignorance. In short, they feel safe in their ignorance.  
2) “Complacency”. When God shares with a man His Seven Spirits, the holy fear of God makes a man alert. But the man that shares in the seven deadly spirits, he feels no danger.

Prv 10:14 For lack of guidance a people fall; security lies in many counselors.

Prv 13:18 Poverty and disgrace come to him who ignores instruction, but he who heeds reproof is honored.
Wis 3:9 Those who trust in God will understand truth, and the faithful will abide with Him in love, because grace and mercy are upon His elect, and He watches over His holy ones. (144,000)

3:10 But the ungodly will be punished as their reasoning deserves, who disregard-ed the righteous man and rebelled against the Lord; 

3:11 for whoever despises wisdom and instruction is miserable. Their hope is vain, their labors are unprofitable, and their works are useless. 

3:12 Their wives are foolish, and their children evil; 

3:13 their offspring are accursed. For blessed is the barren woman who is undefiled, who has not entered into a sinful union; she will have fruit when God examines souls.

1) “Grace”. If a man possesses grace, it means that God is with him. Lk (1:27) God shares with him His Seven Spirits. Wisdom, know-ledge, understanding, counsel, strength, fear of the Lord, His delight shall be the fear of the Lord. 

2) “But the ungodly will be punished as their reasoning deserves”. Our reasoning’s and feelings come from God and are a consequence of our previous actions. Let me say this, the way in which we treat others affects what we believe. If we violate the Natural Law over and over again, the truth will be far from us. 

3) “For whoever despises wisdom and instruction is miserable”. My observation is this; a man can be famous, rich and beautiful and still be quite miserable because he has not found a reason to live forever.

4) “Their hope is vain”. The word “vain” means useless. The word “hope” refers to having a reason to live forever.

5) “Their labors are unprofitable, and their works are useless”. Our daily activities have no value unless we contemplate the sorrows of Christ. It should be obvious that not every passion or appetite is sinful, but I assure you, our passions and appetites are indeed useless. 

6) “Their wives are foolish, and their children evil”. This line refers to a man’s lack of spiritual discipline (wife), which in turn gives birth to sin (Children). 

7) “Their offspring are accursed”. Let me say this, if a man falls into suicidal depression, his actions are to blame.

8) “For blessed is the barren woman who is undefiled, who has not entered into a sinful union”. The analogy is this; a “barren woman” represents a man that has failed to practice the twelve virtues with perfection. And who is this you ask? My answer is this; this includes all the elect that need the purification of purgatory. The word “undefiled” means uncork-rupted. Heart-felt contrition is necessary for a man to be undefiled. A man, if guilty of deadly sin, must be truly remorse-ful for his deadly sins to be clean. Only those who are found clean at the end of their lives will be written in the Book of Life and thus will have a reason live forever.  

9) “She will have fruit when God examines souls” The elect, at their Final Tests, will experience a reason to live forever. They will see their sins and offer their heartfelt sorrow to the Lord. They are well aware the damaged that their sins have caused. With this being said, God considers asking for His Mercy as “fruit”. It must be stated however that the Lord gives the elect the desire to ask for His Mercy, for no man can ask for His compassion unless he is feed words of wisdom from the Lord. The opposite scenario applies when discussing spiritual death because death is caused by famine.
Wis 16:15 To escape from God’s hand is impossible:

16:16 For the wicked who refused to know You were flogged by the strength of Your arm, pursued by unusual rains and hailstorms and unremitting downpours, and utterly consumed by fire.

1) “For the wicked who refused to know You”. The first step in knowing God is to have faith in His word. The second step, the study of God’s word, the second virtue. The third step of knowing God is the third virtue, contemplation of God’s word. To know God well requires the fourth virtue called everlasting Love. (A reason to live forever.) And the only way to obtain this virtue is to reflect, ponder, and contemplate the verses in Scripture that pertain to the sorrows of Christ.
2) “For the wicked who refused to know You were flogged by the strength of Your arm”. This line refers to the Second Woe. On this Day, the Lord will take revenge upon our accusers, for they took away the spiritual lives of each other. This Day will occur after every man has been subjected to the Final Test. On this Day, Christ will vent His anger upon our accusers by revealing to them how He hates them.
3) “Pursued by unusual rains”. Recall the story about Noah and the Flood. How “unusual” for the “fountains” of the great abyss to burst forth. (Water pouring out from the ground.) Symbolically speaking, the waters from the abyss refer to the hateful words spoken by Lucifer and the fallen angels against the damned. The waters from the heavens refer to reprimand leveled by Christ, the 144,000, and the Holy Angels. See Second Woe.
Gn 7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month: it was on that day that all the fountains of the great abyss burst forth, and the floodgates of the sky were opened.

7:12 For forty days and forty nights heavy rain poured down on the earth.

4) “Utterly consumed by fire”. In this life, the flesh feels no danger, thus the word of the Lord can be likened to cotton balls being thrown at a brick wall. However, after death, the word of the Lord will act like fire and hailstones.

Sir 21:11 Whoever keeps the law controls (disciplines) his thoughts, and wisdom is the fulfillment of the fear of the Lord. 

21:12 He who is not clever cannot be taught, but there is a cleverness, which increases bitterness. 

21:13 The knowledge of a wise man will increase like a flood, and his counsel like a flowing spring. 

21:14 The mind of a fool is like a broken jar; it will hold no knowledge. 

21:15 When a man of understanding hears a wise saying, he will praise it and add to it; when a merrymaker hears it, he dislikes it and casts it behind his back.

1) “Whoever keeps the law controls (disciplines) his thoughts”. When we think of others and their spiritual condition, it’s impossible to think of ourselves. When our hearts are contemplating the sorrows of Christ, we can’t commit sin. So let’s discipline our thoughts and walk with Christ on His painful path. Then we have the means to keep the Law. 

2) “Wisdom is the fulfillment of the fear of the Lord”. Those that share in the Seven Spirits of God are the only ones that can experience the fear of the Lord. To gain God’s Seven Spirits, we must suffer with His Son. 

3) “He who is not clever cannot be taught”. This line, from observa-tion, is so true. For you see, the third virtue is Contemplation of God’s Word. Scripture is written in proverb and riddle. Basically there is a spiritual message behind each of the physical stories found in the bible. We are required to use the skills of our intellect, yes our cleverness in seeking the spiritual meaning behind proverb, riddle and mystery.     

4) “But there is a cleverness which increases bitterness”. My warning is this, woe to those who are clever in their own thoughts. Many men feel safe in their beliefs, but yet a storm is on the way.

5) “The knowledge of a wise man will increase like a flood”. This line is a reference to the 144,000 at the Second Woe. (Noah’s Ark and the flood.) From their mouths, the 144,000 will inflict a verbal attack on our accusers, which can be likened to a flood. 

6) “The mind of a fool is like a broken jar; it will hold no knowledge”. So I ask you, is it possible for a broken jar to hold water? In the same way, is it possible for a man that relies on his own personal beliefs to hold spiritual knowledge?  

7) “When a man of understanding hears a wise saying, he will praise it and add to it”. Those that think themselves religious are fantastic at parroting one another. Show me a man that “adds to it”. Yes, show me a man that can clarify riddle, proverb and mystery.  

If we reject knowledge, Scripture calls us fools.

Sir 22:7 He who teaches a fool is like one who glues broken pottery together, or who rouses a sleeper from deep slumber.

1) “He who teaches a fool is like one who glues broken pottery to-gether”. Normally, broken pottery is not glued, but thrown out. It also must be said; the spirit in a man can only be taught if he possesses the Seven Spirits of God. If he doesn’t have these Spirits, he can’t hear the truth. If he can’t hear the truth, how can he be taught the truth?   

2) “Who rouses a sleeper from deep slumber”. If you were to warn people about God’s truth, all to often, they will become angry with you. Yes, if you were to wake them up from their spiritual slumber, their anger will be quite evident. Why does this happen you ask? For you see, you have just insulted their goodness. Everyman thinks that his camp is holy.    

Is 5:11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning, that they may run after strong drink, who tarry late into the evening till wine inflames them! 

5:12 They have lyre and harp, timbrel and flute and wine at their feasts; but they do not regard the deeds of the Lord, or see the work of His hands. 

5:13 Therefore My people go into exile for want of knowledge; their honored men are dying of hunger, and their multitude is parched with thirst.

1) “Woe to those who rise early in the morning, that they may run after strong drink’”. This line refers to the world’s glitter. So I say to you, do not busy yourself with many matters; if you multiply activities you will not go unpunished. Sir (11:10)
2) “Who tarry late into the evening till wine inflames them”! The evening refers to a man’s physical death and the beginning of his Final Test.

3) “They have lyre and harp, timbrel and flute and wine at their feasts”. Eat, drink, and make merry, describes so many people’s lives? However, if we indulge our passions and appetites of various kinds, we will not have a reason to live forever.

4) “But they do not regard the deeds of the Lord”. Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life”. Jn (14:6) The deeds of Christ we must imitate. Contemplate the sorrows of those that will fail their Final Tests, and then we will have a reason to live forever. 

5) “Therefore My people go into exile for want of knowledge”. This exile is given a name called hell. Depression and anger is the darkness that envelops this place.

If we reject knowledge, we will commit sins because of our ignorance.

Lv 5:17 “If any one sins, doing any of the things which the Lord has commanded not to be done, though he does not know it, yet he is guilty and shall bear his gross injustice.

Brothers, what is your opinion, do you think that God is unfair to hold a man accountable for sins that he can’t see? Listen to my answer, and place it into your hearts. A man that sins without knowing is in reality guilty of spiritual laziness. If such a man had been studying the word of the Lord on a daily bases, he would have known his sins. So I say to you, go and study the twelve virtues.  
Jer 8:7 Even the stork in the heavens knows her times; and the turtledove, swallow, and crane keep the time of their coming; but My people know not the ordinance of the Lord. 

8:8 “How can you say, ‘We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us’? But, behold, the false pen of the scribes has made it into a lie.

8:9 The wise men shall be put to shame, they shall be dismayed and taken; lo, they have rejected the word of the Lord, and what wisdom is in them?
1) “Even the stork in the heavens knows her times; and the turtledove, swallow, and crane keep the time of their coming”. The dictionary gives the following definition for the word “instinct”. An inheritable tendency of an organism to make a complex and specific response to environmental stimuli without involving reason, thus it is a behavior that is mediated by reactions below the conscious level. Let me say this, my dear brothers, in the same way that the creatures of the world inherit “instinct”, we inherit the Natural Law. So as a consequence the Lord makes this complaint. “Why is it so hard for us to treat others in the same way that we would want to be treated? The law is on our hearts like the stork who knows her seasons”. 

2) ‘We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us’? Scripture says, “For to know God well is complete justice”. Wis (15:3) Consider the large number of Christian theolo-gies. Every theology thinks them-selves wise and that the law of the Lord is with them. Can this be possible? No, there can only be one truth.  

3) “But, behold, the false pen of the scribes has made it into a lie”. Before the Babylonians defeated Jerusalem, the scribe held various important offices in the public affairs of Judah. The Hebrew word so rendered (sopher) is first used to designate the holder of some military office. The scribes acted as secretaries to the king of Judah, whose business it was to prepare and issue decrees in the name of the king.  
4) “The wise men shall be put to shame, they shall be dismayed and taken”. Religious and non-religious men have a bad habit of being wise in their own eyes. In their so-called wisdom they have created God in their own personal image. 

5) “What wisdom is in them”? The answer is easy, its worldly wisdom. Notice how religious people interpret Scripture in earthly ways, yes using their own earthly experiences.     

Prv 10:21 The lips of the righteous feed many, but fools die for lack of sense.
1) “The lips of the righteous feed many”. Look around you; the world is deprived of spiritual food. Where are the righteous men? I ask you, who has the wisdom to know the turn of phrases and their riddles? Who is concerned about the word “few”? I say to you solemnly, there are no righteous men. A cold barren wasteland in which we live.

2) “But fools die for lack of sense”. Without proper spiritual guidance during the daytime of life, men will choose suicide after death, caused by ignorance.  

Prv 12:28 In the path of righteousness is life, but the way of error leads to death.

1) “In the path of righteousness is life”. If we desire life within us, yes, if we desire a reason to live forever, we must have spiritual compassion for all men. The only way to achieve life is to eat the hidden manna, yes to unite ourselves to the sorrows of Christ.

2) “But the way of error leads to death”. The greatest error a man can make is to maintain his present coarse by strengthening his bonds with his passions and pleasures of various kinds.   

Prv 13:16 In everything a prudent man acts with knowledge, but a fool flaunts his folly.

1) “In everything a prudent man acts with knowledge”. The Spirit called holy fear of the Lord will cause a righteous man to be prudent. A fool knows nothing about God’s Seven Spirits, thus He feels no danger and easy speaks his folly. Good examples of this are Hollywood movies and television programs. 

Prv 14:18 The simple acquire folly, but the prudent are crowned with knowledge.

Wis 17:1 Great are Your judgments and hard to describe; therefore uninstructed souls have gone astray.
Brothers, all wisdom comes from God. Prudence is to know we must suffer with Christ to attain Christ’s thoughts and feelings. 

Damned For The Lack Knowledge: The Damned Trusted Lies.

Prv 18:2 The fool takes no delight in understanding, but rather in displaying what he thinks.

1) “The fool takes no delight in understanding”. If we desire an appreciation for the words found in Scripture, we must possess God’s Seven Spirits.

Is 30:12 Therefore, thus says the Holy One of Israel: Because you reject this word, and put your trust in what is crooked and devious, and depend on it,

30:13 This guilt of yours shall be like a descending rift bulging out in a high wall whose crash comes suddenly, in an instant. (Refers to the Final Test.)
30:14 It crashes like a potter’s jar smashed beyond rescue, and shattered so com-pletely that there won't be a piece left that is big enough to carry coals from a fireplace or a little water from the well.
1) “Put your trust in what is crook-ed”. The man that places his trust in his passions and pleasures of various kinds is on a crooked path. Let no one deceive you, most crooked paths lead to hell and very few lead to purgatory. There is only one path to the emotions of Christ and it is straight. 

Ez 28:4 by your wisdom and your understanding you have gotten wealth for yourself, and have gathered gold and silver into your treasuries; 

28:5 by your great wisdom in trade you have increased your wealth, and your heart has become arrogant in your wealth

28:6 therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Because you consider yourself as wise as a god, 

28:7 therefore, behold, I will bring strangers upon you, the most terrible of the nations; and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of your wisdom and defile your splendor. (Refers to the Final Test.)
28:8 They shall thrust you down into the Pit, and you shall die the death of the slain in the heart of the seas. 
28:9 Will you still say, ‘I am a god,’ in the presence of those who slay you, though you are but a man, and no god, in the hands of those who wound you? 

28:10 You shall die the death of the uncircumcised by the hand of foreigners; for I have spoken, says the Lord GOD.”

1) “By your great wisdom in trade you have increased your wealth.” So I ask you, what wealth is Scripture talking about? Do you see how a man is driven by his passions and pleasures of various kinds? A man’s wealth is where he spends his time.

2) “And your heart has become arrogant in your wealth”. It’s impossible for a man that is ruled by his passions to possess the Seven Spirits of God. As a consequence the seven deadly spirits have take up residence. The deadly spirit of arrogance has taken control and this spirit relies on worldly wisdom.

3) “Because you consider yourself as wise as a god, therefore, behold, I will bring strangers upon you, the most terrible of the nations; and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of your wisdom and defile your splendor”. Truly, it’s not a mystery; God always gives His reasons for punishment. I have heard men say that they are not “gods”, but their actions and beliefs say other wise.

4) “They shall thrust you down into the Pit, and you shall die the death of the slain in the heart of the seas”. I ask you, is the Book of Ezekiel speaking about the city of Jerusalem or is Ezekiel foretelling the demise of a soul?

5) “Will you still say, ‘I am a god,’ in the presence of those who slay you, though you are but a man, and no god, in the hands of those who wound you”? A man that fails his Final Test had no idea that the deadly spirit of arrogance was leading him to his destruction. His arrogance can be likened to walls of a city that will come crashing down. 

6) “You shall die the death of the uncircumcised by the hand of foreigners; for I have spoken, says the Lord GOD”. Scripture calls our accusers as foreigners and the uncircumcised.    

Prv 10:7 When a wicked man dies his hope perishes, and what is expected from strength comes to nothing.
Brothers, during the daytime of life the walls of arrogance felt very safe. Such men believed in their own thoughts, placing no importance in God’s words. For anyone who does sinful things hates the light and does not come towards the light. 

Prv 5:3 For the lips of a loose woman drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil; 

5:4 but in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 

5:5 Her feet go down to death; her steps follow the path to nether world; 

5:6 she does not take heed to the path of life; her ways wander, and she does not know it.
1) “For the lips of a loose woman drip honey”. The term loose woman refers to a man’s lack of spiritual discipline, thus he is unfaithful to God’s Command-ments. The “honey” refers to the sweetness of sin. And the reason it is sweet is that it gives a man a reason to live another day.

2) “But in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword”. Many species of plants called wormwood grow in Palestine. All species have a strong, bitter taste, leading to the use of the plant as a symbol of bitterness, sorrow and calamity. Wormwood has been known as a medicine since ancient times. A decoction of the leaves is used to cure intestinal worms, hence the common name. Wormwood is the dominant plant in vast areas of desert in the Middle East. The silvery green leaves of this compact shrub give it a distinctive appearance when the rest of the vegetation is dry. Unlike many members of the native flora, wormwood flowers in the middle of the summer. I also want you to know, “wormwood” symbolizes the awakening of the conscience. You must understand, at the Final Test, the three powers of our being, memory, understanding and will are awakened to the truth. And this truth will cause great confusion and distress. (Bitterness) Why you ask? Behold, a distressed conscience bears witness against itself.    

[image: image23.jpg]



Wormwood

3) “She does not take heed to the path of life”. If we have spiritual compassion for one another, then we have a reason to live forever. But what is spiritual compassion? My answer to you is this; we must build walls of intercession and study to become spiritual doctors. The path to death is a man’s life that is ruled by his passions and pleasures. 

4) “Her ways wander, and she does not know it”. This line is a reference to all mankind. That is why Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do”. Lk (23:24) 

Jer 18:12 “But they say, ‘That is in vain! We will follow our own plans, and will every one act according to the stubbornness of his evil heart.’ 
Hell: The Darkness.

Jb 15:21 Terrifying sounds are in his ears; in prosperity the destroyer will come upon him.

15:22 He does not believe that he will return out of darkness, and he is destined for the sword.

15:23 He wanders abroad for bread, saying, ‘Where is it?’ He knows that a day of darkness is ready at his hand;

15:24 distress and anguish terrify him; they prevail against him, like a king prepared for battle.

15:25 Because he has stretched forth his hand against God, and bids defiance to the Almighty

1) “Darkness”. In the world in which we live, the light from the sun gives the earth its beauty. Without the light, there is no color, thus the beauty has disappeared. In the same way, our ability to love, brings beauty to our souls. At our Final Tests, everything we ever loved will be taken away. Without a reason to live forever, all joy disappears and this can be likened as darkness. Without a reason to live, the soul’s beauty disappears.

2) “He is destined for the sword”. This line refers to our accusers accusations.

3) “He wanders abroad for bread, saying, ‘Where is it?’” Bread is a symbol of life. For you see bread keeps the body alive. But to keep the soul alive, it needs a reason to live another day. What will men do when their reason to live another day disappears? In a manner of speaking they will be starved for food, wanders for bread.

4) “He knows that a day of darkness is ready at his hand”. Worldly men place all their hope in what can be seen and touched. After death, worldly things disappear. The anxiety of losing everything can be called darkness.  

Jb 18:5 “Yea, the light of the wicked is put out, and the flame of his fire does not shine.

18:6 The light is dark in his tent, and his lamp above him is put out.

18:7 His strong steps are shortened and his own schemes throw him down.

18:8 For he is cast into a net by his own feet, and he walks on a pitfall.

18:9 A trap seizes him by the heel, a snare lays hold of him.

18:10 A rope is hid for him in the ground, a trap for him in the path.

18:11 Terrors frighten him on every side, and chase him at his heels.

18:12 His strength is hunger-bitten, and calamity is ready for his stumbling.

18:13 By disease his skin is consumed, the first-born of death consumes his limbs.

18:14 He is torn from the tent in which he trusted, and is brought to the king of terrors. 

My dear brothers, the verses above are giving us an earthly way of explaining the spiritual death of a soul at his Final Test.

Jb 10:20 Are not the days of my life few? Let me alone, that I may find a little comfort

10:21 before I go whence I shall not return, to the land of gloom and deep darkness,
10:22 the land of gloom and chaos, where light is as darkness.”
Hell: The Inheritance Of The Damned.

According to the will of God’s justice, the worldly during the daytime of life, even though they were created for another and much higher end, shall be permitted to possess as their inheritance the desires of the flesh, and arrogance in all its effects. They shall be satisfied with the dust of the earth, namely, with riches, with the fumes and the corruption of the flesh and its delights, and with the vanity and presumption of the world. For such possessions have they labored, and applied all the diligence of their minds and bodies. It is in such occupations that they have consumed their powers, their gifts and blessings. They have of their own free will chosen deceit, despising the truth God found in the holy law. They have rejected the law, which God had written on their hearts, and the law inspired by God’s grace. They have despised God’s teachings and His blessings and listen to God’s enemies. They have accepted their deceits and have loved vanity. The damned have executed injustice, followed their ambitions, sought their delight in vengeance, persecuted the humble, humiliated the just, mocked the innocent, strove to exalt themselves and desired to be raised above all the cedars of Lebanon in following the laws of injustice. Since they have done all this in opposition to God’s Plan and remained obstinate and renounced the rights of a son, God has disinherited them of His friendship and glory. Thus they are condemned to dungeons and the fires of hell in the company of Lucifer and his demons.     

The Final Test: The Lord Lies To The Flesh.

Jer 5:10 “Alas! Lord GOD,” they will say, “You only deceived us when you said: Peace shall be yours; for the sword touches our very soul.”

1) “You only deceived us”. As Scripture says, “God confuses the proud in their inmost thoughts”. Lk (1:51) He is in total control of everyman’s beliefs. Never forget, we have been judged on every action in which we have ever made. We are a sum of our previous actions. Our spirits come from God and the spirit that we possess is either a punishment or reward based upon our previous actions.    

Jer 20:7 You duped me, O LORD, and I let myself be duped; you were too strong for me, and You triumphed. All the day I am an object of laughter; everyone mocks me.

Brothers, your thoughts are so deep down within you that you think they are yours. But our thoughts are not our own but come from God.

The Final Test: The Ten Horns.

 Rev 13:1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns upon its horns and a blasphemous name upon its heads. 

1) “Ten horns”. During biblical times, horns denoted physical power. Truly, an unarmed man would not want to face an animal with horns. In the same way, a man would not want to face his accusers at his Final Test unarmed. Behold; our accusers have ten weapons called horns. Truly, their power comes from their hatred of the Ten Commandments. Our enemies will stop at nothing; there is no compassion in them.
First Commandment 

Ex 20:3 “You shall have no other gods before Me. 

20:4 “You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 

20:5 you shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the sinfulness of the fathers upon the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate Me, 

20:6 but showing immovable love to thousands of those who love Me and keep My Commandments.

Let the world know that our fallen brothers, yes those who are in hell, have made arrogance, anger, revenge and envy their gods. They bow down to Lucifer and his fallen angels. Thus they have violated the First Commandment. 

Brothers, the third and fourth generation represents our Holy Mother and Her Son Jesus. The first generation is Adam and the second generation is Eve. Nothing was more painful to Jesus and His Mother than having to experience the depressions of mankind caused by sin. 

Second Commandment

Ex 20:7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His Name in vain.

Let the world know that our accusers hate God for taking away everything they loved. Thus they curse His Name continuously.

Second Commandment

Ex 20:8 “Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. 

20:9 Six days you shall labor, and do all your work; 

20:10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your manservant, or your maidservant, or your cattle, or the sojourner who is within your gates; 

20:11 for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.

Spiritually speaking, we can liken our lives as six days. We have six days to experience compassion for others. On the seventh day, this day represents our death, and then immediately we are subjected to our Final Tests. Obviously, after physical death, it’s to late; we can’t go back and relive our lives. Our accusers, however, are hard at work on the Sabbath. Their goal is to drive us into depression, thus causing us to drive out charity. Do you see how our accusers are violating the Sabbath? 

Fourth Commandment

Ex 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land which the Lord your God gives you.

Let the world know that our accusers hate their “fathers”; yes they hate the Natural Law in which they were born with. Moreover, they hate their “mothers”; yes they despise the love they should have for the Natural Law. 
Fifth Commandment

Ex 20:13 “You shall not kill.

Let the world know that our accuser’s goal is to take away our ability to love. Their purpose is to cause us to fall into suicidal depression. If they succeed, this darkness called depression will drive out charity. Without charity in our souls we will seek death, yes our desire would be to cease to exist.  

Sixth Commandment

Ex 20:14 “You shall not commit adultery.    

Let the world know that since our accusers are filled with anger, revenge, and envy, it’s easy to see how the armies of hell are unfaithful to God and to us. Do not be led astray, our family and friends that have or will fail their Final Tests will be unfaithful to us.

Seventh Commandment

Ex 20:15 “You shall not steal.

Let the world know that our accusers consider our heritage as spoils. They want us to forsake the spiritual encouragements that God gives through the 144,000, thus losing our heritage, yes losing the Seven Spirits of God. When a man fails his Final Test, his accusers consider his heritage, the Seven Spirits of God, as spoils. Spiritually speaking, these “spoils” are recaptured at the battle of Armageddon and given to the elect. Thus, the elect receive the Seven Spirits of God that the damned forfeited. See Fourth Kingdom. (The Seven Spirits of God are the thoughts and emotions of Christ.)

Prv 13:22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the sinner’s wealth is laid up for the righteous.  
Eighth Commandment

Ex 20:16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

Let the world know that our accusers will stop at nothing, including bearing false witness against us. They will find us guilty of sins in which we didn’t commit.

Ninth and Tenth Commandments

Ex 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant, or his maidservant, or his ox, or his ass, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”
Let the world know that our accusers are envious (covet) our houses (soul), wife (discipline), ox or ass (virtuous actions). 

Sir 27:3 Unless you earnestly hold fast to the fear of the LORD, suddenly your house will be thrown down.

Prv 3:33 The curse of the LORD is on the house of the wicked, but the dwelling of the just he blesses;

Prv 12:7 The wicked are overthrown and are no more, but the house of the just stands firm.

Prv 14:11 The house of the wicked will be destroyed, but the tent of the upright will flourish.

Prv 15:6 In the house of the just there are ample resources, but the earnings of the wicked are in turmoil.

Prv 15:25 The LORD overturns the house of the arrogant,

Prv 17:13 If a man returns evil for good, from his house evil will not depart.

Prv 24:3 By wisdom is a house built, by understanding is it made firm;

24:4 And by knowledge are its rooms filled 

with every precious and pleasing possession.

Eccl 7:4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of rejoicing.

Sir 29:12 Stock your house with almsgiving, and it will save you from every evil.

1) “Stock your house with almsgiving”. The greatest alms we can give are intercessory prayers. And the most powerful intercessory prayer is when we offer the Body, Blood and Soul of Jesus to the Father for the forgiveness of sins.

Sir 29:21 Life’s prime needs are water, bread, and clothing, a house, too, for decent privacy. (We need the privacy of our souls to intercede.)

Let the world know that our accusers are envious of the things we value. And if these things are worldly, we will lose them at our Final Tests. If we value the spiritual, we will have a reason to live forever.  

Sir 11:32 The evil man lies in wait for blood, and plots against your choicest possessions.
Let us return to the Book of Revelation and its analogy.

2)  “Seven heads” represent the seven deadly spirits. (Arrogance, envy, anger, spiritual laziness, lust, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure.) 

3) “Crowns” represent kingship. You must understand our accusers are victorious nine out of ten times against baptized Christians.

Brothers, we can liken our accusers as having seven heads with crowns and ten horns. The question is this; will we be ready to withstand the power of their accusations?  

The Final Test: The End Has Come, Book Of Ezekiel, Chapter Seven 

Ez 7:11 The word of the Lord came to me: (Me refers to Ezekiel.) 

7:2 “And you, O son of man, (Refers to Ezekiel.) thus says the Lord GOD to the land of Israel: An end! The end has come upon the four corners of the land. 

7:3 Now the end is upon you, (You refers to Israel.) and I will let loose My anger upon you, and will judge you according to your ways; and I will punish you for all your abominations. 

7:4 And My eye will not spare you, nor will I have pity; but I will punish you for your ways, while your abominations are in your midst. Then you will know that I am the Lord.

7:5 “Thus says the Lord GOD: Disaster after disaster! Behold, it comes. 

7:6 An end has come, the end has come; it has awakened against you. Behold, it comes. 

7:7 Your doom has come to you, O inhabitant of the land; the time has come, the Day is near, a Day of tumult, and not of joyful shouting upon the mountains. 

7:8 Now I will soon pour out My wrath upon you, and spend My anger against you, and judge you according to your ways; and I will punish you for all your abominations. 

7:9 And My eye will not spare, nor will I have pity; I will punish you according to your ways, while your abominations are in your midst. Then you will know that I am the Lord, who smite.
7:10 “Behold, the Day! Behold, it comes! Your doom has come, injustice has blossomed, and arrogance has budded. 

7:11 Violence has grown up into a rod of wickedness; none of them shall remain, nor their abundance, nor their wealth; neither shall there be renown among them. 

7:12 The time has come, the Day draws near. Let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn, for wrath is upon all their multitude. 

7:13 And if any merchants should survive, they will never return to their business. For what God has said applies to everyone – it will not be changed! Not one person whose life is twisted by sin will recover. 

7:14 "The trumpets call Israel's army to mobilize, but no one listens, for My fury is against them all.

7:15 The sword is without, pestilence and famine are within; he that is in the field dies by the sword; and him that is in the city famine and pestilence devour. 

7:16 And if any survivors escape, they will be on the mountains, like doves of the valleys, all of them moaning, every one over his sinfulness. 

7:17 All hands are feeble, and all knees weak as water. 

7:18 They gird themselves with sackcloth, and horror covers them; shame is upon all faces, and baldness on all their heads.
7:19 They cast their silver into the streets, and their gold is like an unclean thing; their silver and gold are not able to deliver them in the Day of the wrath of the Lord; they cannot satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs with it. For it was the stumbling block of their sinfulness. 

7:20 They were proud of their gold jewelry and used it to make vile and detestable idols. That is why I will make all their wealth disgusting to them. 

7:21 I will give it as plunder to foreigners from the most wicked of nations, and they will defile it.

7:22 I will turn My face from Israel, that they may profane My precious place; robbers shall enter and profane it, 

7:23 and make a desolation. “Because the land is full of bloody crimes and the city is full of violence, 

7:24 I will bring the worst of the nations to take possession of their houses; I will put an end to their arrogant might, and their holy places shall be profaned. 

7:25 When anguish comes, they will seek peace, but there shall be none. 

7:26 Disaster comes upon disaster, rumor follows rumor; they seek a vision from the prophet, but the law perishes from the priest, and counsel from the elders. 

7:27 The king mourns, the prince is wrapped in despair, and the hands of the people of the land tremble by terror. According to their way I will do to them, and according to their own judgments I will judge them; and they shall know that I am the Lord.”

1) “The end has come upon the four corners of the land”. At our deaths, the world in which we have become accustomed will never return. The four corners refer to everything that we have experienced upon the earth.

2) “Will judge you according to your ways”. The way in which we treat others will be measured back to us. Those who are spiritually compassionate to others will respond favorably to the 144,000 giving them comfort. 
3) “Judge you according to your ways”. God always gives His reasons for punishment. Do you really think that God’s ways are a mystery?
4) “Your doom has come, injustice has blossomed, and arrogance has budded”. My son, say to My people, just as I have determined the number of days in your life, so I have also determined the number of sins I want to forgive in each one of you. When the measure is full, you will not respond favorably to the 144,000 and their compassion.
5) “Let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn, for wrath is upon all their multitude”. So I ask you, did you know that a man that multiplies activities shall not go unpunished? Sir (11:10) What is life to you: eating, drinking, having fun, getting married, buying, selling, planting and building?
6) “The trumpets call Israel's army to mobilize, but no one listens, for My fury is against them all”. At our Final Tests, our enemies have been empowered by God. Do not think you can mobilize a defense. Our only hope is to acknowledge our crimes and except the compassion from our Holy Mother and the 144,000. 

7) “The sword is without, pestilence and famine are within”. The sword refers to our accusers accusations, pestilence refers to our crimes manifested upon our souls and famine refers to the absence of living bread, yes a reason to live another moment.

8) “He that is in the field dies by the sword”. Behold, there are some men that are so busy with their passions and appetites that they have reflected little upon their spirituality. (Open field.) In con-trast, many men have built walls and feel safe behind these walls; yes they feel safe behind their religious beliefs.     
9) “And him that is in the city famine and pestilence devour”. The walls around a man’s city will fail to protect him from his Final Test and thus he will die of famine and pestilence. The walls represent a man’s arrogance. During life he felt safe in his beliefs, but what will he do when his accusers come and surround his walls, thus putting him to the test? 

10) “Baldness on all their heads” is a symbol of shame. 

11)  “Their silver and gold are not able to deliver them in the Day of the wrath of the Lord; they cannot satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs with it”. Wake up, my dear brothers, the things in which we love will not give us a reason to live forever. 

12)  “I will give it as plunder to foreigners from the most wicked of nations, and they will defile it”. What will you do when the Lord takes away everything you love? The “foreigners” refer to our accusers. 

1 Kgs 8:41 “To the foreigner, likewise, who is not of your people Israel,
13)  “I will turn My face from Israel, that they may profane My precious place; robbers shall enter and profane it”. Christ considers our souls as precious places. 

14) “Because the land is full of bloody crimes and the city is full of violence”. Scripture is not silent on the reasons why men fail their Final Tests. On the contrary, Scripture is constantly giving us reasons for eternal punishment. The “blood” represents our spiritual laziness. Make no mistake about it; we are our brother’s spiritual keeper. If we fail this responsibility, we have “blood” on our hands.

15)  “I will bring the worst of the nations to take possession of their houses; I will put an end to their arrogant might”. In the same way that we can describe our souls as temples, Scripture will also call our souls “houses”. I assure you, the Final Test is a terrible Day. Nothing can be worse than an army that seeks revenge. Behold, our accusers will blame us for their misfortune.
16)  “When anguish comes, they will seek peace, but there shall be none”. There can never be peace between hell and any one else. Peace can only be achieved between God and man. And this will only occur if we are obedient to the command to have spiritual compassion for one another. I say it with sadness, when a man fails his Final Test; he does not value compassion. 

17)  “They seek a vision from the prophet”. Where can a man go for spiritual guidance when the “priest” and “prophet” within him knows nothing about compassion and everlasting love? Always remember, the daytime of life is our time to place a value on spiritual compassion. Practice the twelve virtues, and you will have nothing to fear. 

18)  “The law perishes from the priest and counsel from the elders”. The priest refers to the three powers of our being. (Memory, understand-ing, and will.) The law refers to the statues and ordinances in which the worldly choose to ignore. Ez (20:25) Instead, their religion was void of any true compassion, but rather a religion that made them feel good about themselves. However, these bogus moral codes will come crashing down at their Final Tests. The “elders” refer to their established ways of living life. Their phony counsel will come to an end also.

19)  “The king mourns”. Look into the future and ask yourselves this question, what will you do when the Lord takes away everything you love? Yes, look at the “kings” that rule over you, what will you do? You will never be able to satisfy your passions and appetites again, thus you will mourn.

Dt 28:36 “The Lord will bring you, and your king whom you set over you, to a nation that neither you nor your fathers have known; and there you shall serve other gods, of wood and stone. (Refers to those that fail the Final Test.)
20)  “According to their way I will do to them, and according to their own judgments I will judge them”. What do we judge as important? Does anyone care about the word “few”? But yet, how hard it is for us to look in the mirror of discernment and see our real actions.            

The Final Test: Psalms, Chapter Ten.  
Ps 10:1 Why do You stand afar off, O Lord? Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble?

10:2 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; let the wicked be caught in the schemes which they have devised for others.

10:3 For the wicked boasts of the desires of his heart, and the man greedy for gain curses and renounces the Lord.

10:4 In the arrogance of his countenance he boasts, “He will not avenge it”; all his thoughts are, “There is no God.”

10:5 His ways prosper at all times; Your judgments are on high, out of his sight; as for all his foes, all his foes he scorns.

10:6 He thinks in his heart, “I shall not be moved; throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.”

10:7 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; under his tongue are mischief and sinfulness.

10:8 He sits in ambush in the villages; in hiding places he murders the innocent. His eyes spy upon the unfortunate,

10:9 he lurks in secret like a lion in his shelter; he lurks that he may seize the poor, he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net.

Ps 10:10 The hapless is crushed, sinks down, and falls by his might. 
10:11 He thinks in his heart, “God has forgotten, he has hidden his face, he will never see it.”

10:12 Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up Your hand; forget not the afflicted. 

10:13 Why does the wicked renounce God, and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”?

10:14 You do see; You do note trouble and grief, that You may take it into Your hands; the hapless commits himself to You; You have been the helper of the orphan. 

10:15 Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer; punish their wickedness; let them not survive. 

10:16 The Lord is King forever and ever; the nations shall perish from His land.

10:17 O Lord, You will hear the desire of the meek; You will strengthen their heart, You will incline Your ear

10:18 to do justice to the orphan and the oppressed, so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.

1) “Man greedy for gain curses and renounces the Lord”. Our accusers are greedy for our heritage. Their goal is for us to forsake the compassion of the 144,000, thus forfeiting the thoughts and emotions of Christ. Our accusers will seek their revenge, they hate themselves and they hate God.

2) “His ways prosper at all times”. I say it with extreme sadness, our accusers win many more battles than they lose. Never forget the warning, “many are called, few are chosen”.
3) “Your judgments are on high, out of his sight”. This verse refers to our accusers and how they have no idea about their punishment at the Second Woe.
4) “He sits in ambush in the villages”. From the very beginning I said that the Final Test was hidden. It is so hidden, literally no one knows about it. Take my advice and take the Final Test to heart.

5) “He murders the innocent”. The writer of this Psalm is trying to intercede. From the writers perspective he sees the “innocent” being murdered. But I assure you; only the one that commits deadly sin and has no heart-felt contrition for his sins will commit suicide after death. 

6) The “poor”, in this case, refer to those who have little compassion for others.

7) “The nations” refer to the armies of hell. There are six nations: anger, envy, spiritual laziness, lust, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. Each soul, in hell, is designated to a nation. During life, the worldly commit-ted all kinds of sin, but one type of sin they excelled at. They made one of the six deadly spirits their king. In other words, you can say that each condemned soul is assigned to one of the six abominations. It must also be explained that the deadly spirit of arrogance is not a nation. All in hell wear that title. 

Mi 4:5 For all the peoples walk each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God forever and ever.
8) “To do justice to the orphan and the oppressed”. In biblical times “orphans” and “widows” were a sign of great poverty. The people during those times failed to treat orphans and widows with compassion as we do today. Thus, we can liken the economic weakness of “widows” and “orphans” as men that are spiritually weak; yes they are men that are very weak in spiritual knowledge. 
9) “To do justice to the orphan and the oppressed, so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.” This line is a reference to our accusers. Man is made from clay. If you remove the water, you have only earth. Yes, earth is what you have if you forsake the living waters of God’s word. So I say to you, liken the earth to a man who no longer has God’s word remaining in him. Such a man belongs to the nations in hell, yes men without compassion. He will rise up, time and time again against his brothers at their Final Tests. However, this will all come to a crashing end at the Second Woe.

The Final Test: The Enemy Races Upon You From The North! The Book Of Jeremiah!

Let the world know, the events that occur after a man’s death are spoken about in the different stories found in Scripture. In the same way that the Babylonians destroyed Judah and Jerusalem, many men will fail their Final Tests at the hands of their accusers. The prophet Jeremiah gives us some of the details that pertain to a man that fails his Final Test.     

Jer 1:14 Then the Lord said to me, “Out of the north (Refers to Babylon.) evil shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. (Refers to those who lived in the flesh instead of the spirit.) 

1:15 For, lo, I am calling all the tribes of the kingdoms of the north, says the Lord; and they shall come and every one shall set his throne at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, against all its walls round about, and against all the cities of Judah. 

1:16 And I (I refers to God.) will utter My judgments against them, for all their wickedness in forsaking Me; they have burned incense to other gods, and worshiped the works of their own hands. (Refers to violating the First Commandment.)
1) “I am calling all the tribes of the kingdoms of the north”. This line refers to the armies of hell. There are six nations: anger, envy, spiritual laziness, lust, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. Each soul, in hell, is designated to a nation. During life, the damned committed all kinds of sin, but one type of sin they excelled at. They made one of the six deadly spirits their king. In other words, you can say that each condemned soul is assigned to one of the six deadly spirits. It must also be explained that the deadly spirit of arrogance is not a nation. All in hell wear that title.

Mi 4:5 For all the peoples walk each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God forever and ever.
2) “Walls”. A wall is a symbol of a man’s arrogance. Such a man has separated himself from the Commandments. Behold, he fails safe behind a refuge of lies. Such foolishness, he believes in lies! At the Final Test, God shall tear down his walls and leave him exposed for his enemies.

3) “And I will utter My judgments against them”. Let the world know, my dear brothers, at our Final Tests, the Lord will reveal our crimes. Let me say this, time is the only thing that we have that God values. Do you see how our treasure is where we spend our time? God requires 1/10th of our day; yes our first fruits. Anything less, we commit sin against the First Commandment. 

Jer 2:14 “Is Israel a slave? Is he a home-born servant? Why then has he become a prey? 

1) “Israel” refers to the sons of Jacob. The complaint is made, why are God’s chosen people enslaved? In the same way, why are those chosen through baptism enslaved to deadly sin? 

Jn 8:31 Jesus then said to the Jews who had believed in Him, “If you continue in My word, you are truly My disciples, 

8:32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 

8:33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham, and have never been in bondage to any one. How is it that you say, ‘You will be made free’?”

8:34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, every one who commits sin is a slave to sin. 

8:35 The slave does not continue in the house forever; the son continues forever. 

8:36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

8:37 I know that you are descendants of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me, because My word finds no place in you.
2) “Prey”. In the same way that the people of Jerusalem became prey to the Babylonians, the man who fails his Final Test shall become prey to his fallen brothers. 

Jer 2:19 Your wickedness will punish you, and your unfaithful ness will reprove you. Know and see that it is evil and bitter for you to forsake the Lord your God; the fear of Me is not in you, says the Lord GOD of many.

1) “The fear of Me is not in you” refers to Holy Fear; one of the Seven Spirits of God. My dear brothers we were invited to share in God’s Seven Spirits. Worldly men have no fear of God, because God’s Spirit lives not in their temples. 

Jer 2:35 you say, ‘I am innocent; surely God’s anger has turned from me.’ Behold, I will bring you to judgment for saying, ‘I have not sinned.’ 

2:36 How lightly you wander about, changing your way! You shall be put to shame by Egypt as you were put to shame by Assyria. 

2:37 From it too you will come away with your hands upon your head, for the Lord has rejected those in whom you trust, and you will not prosper by them.

1) “I will bring you to judgment for saying, ‘I have not sinned”. From observation, most men think that their sins are not serious enough to cause their damnation. Then you have those that are delusional and think their sinful actions are not even sins.

2) “You shall be put to shame by Egypt as you were put to shame by Assyria”. History informs us that Judah established an alliance with Egypt and Scripture says that Judah would be disappointed with this alliance in the same way as her first alliance with Assyria. (2 Kings 16:7-9; Is 7:13-25)
3) “For the Lord has rejected those in whom you trust”. Rely not on your strength in following the desires of your heart. Sir (5:2) Not in your bow should you trust, nor will your sword bring you victory. Ps (44:7) Trust not in your wealth, yet in no way can a man redeem himself, or pay his own ransom to God. Ps (49:7) Put no trust in princes, in man, in whom there is no salvation. Ps (146:3) Mortals are a mere breath, an illusion are men of rank. Ps (62:10) Better to take refuge in the Lord than to put one’s trust in man. Ps (118:8) Know in your hearts, God takes no delight in the strength of horses, no pleasure in the runner’s stride. Ps (147:10) My dear brothers, give my statement a hearing, don’t rely on the seven deadly spirits as your strength. Woe to those who trust in their own intelligence and not in the Lord.
The Lord watches you pursue your little whims and you only get disappointed and move on to another whim. You have made your passions and pleasures more important than God words. 

Brothers, our alliance should be with God’s word, not with worldly wisdom. We can liken our alliances with worldly wisdom with Judah’s failed alliances with Egypt and Assyria. 

Jer 4:7 Up comes the lion from his lair, the destroyer of nations has set out, has left his place, to turn your land into desolation, till your cities lie waste and empty.

Jer 4:9 “In that Day, says the Lord, courage shall fail both king and princes; the priests shall be appalled and the prophets astounded.” 

1) “King”. A man can reign over a kingdom or empire. In the same way a man’s passions can rule over a man. The only difference being instead of just one ruler or king, men can be ruled by seven kings, yes the seven deadly spirits. During life, many men have made arrogance, anger, envy, spiritual laziness, lust, excessive pleasure and excessive wealth as kings in their lives.

Dt 28:36 “The Lord will bring you, and your king whom you set over you, to a nation that neither you nor your fathers have known; and there you shall serve other gods, of wood and stone. (Refers to those that fail the Final Test.)
2) “Princes” are the children of the kings. Let me say this, a king represents one or more of the seven deadly spirits, arrogance, anger, envy, spiritual laziness, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. Such a man who is ruled by the seven deadly spirits will give birth to many sins.  
3) “Priests”. Each of us can consider ourselves “priests”. (The three powers of our being, our memories, our understanding, and our hearts.) Woe to the man that has wasted his powers on worldly things.

Jer 4:10 “Alas! Lord God,” they will say, “You only deceived us when You said: Peace shall be yours; for the sword touches our very soul.” 

4:11 At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem, “A hot wind (east wind) comes from Me out of the bare heights in the desert towards My poor people, not a gentle breeze to winnow or cleanse, 

4:12 it is a roaring blast sent by Me. Now it is I who speak in judgment upon them.” 
4:13 Behold, he (He refers to your accusers.) comes up like clouds, his chariots like the whirlwind; his horses are swifter than eagles—woe to us, for we are ruined!

1) “You only deceived us when You said: Peace shall be yours”. Never forget, my dear brothers, the flesh feels no danger, but a trap has been set for our lives. Yes, a storm a waits beyond the horizon. Only those that possess the Seven Spirits of God fear the Lord. As Scripture points out, God’s Spirit is consid-ered a light, and His light illuminates the darkness and flushes out falsehoods

2) “Woe to us, for we are ruined”. Let me simply say, ignorance is bliss until we are faced with an assembly of accusers. 

Jer 4:16 Warn the nations that he (He refers to our enemies.) is coming; announce to Jerusalem, “Besiegers come from a distant land; they shout against the cities of Judah.

1) “From a distant land” symbolizes the armies of hell.

Jer 4:17 They surround Jerusalem like watchmen surrounding a field, because she has rebelled against Me, says the Lord. 

4:18 Your ways and your doings have brought this upon you. This is your doom, and it is bitter; it has reached your very heart.” 

4:19 My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain! Oh, the walls of my heart! My heart is beating wildly; I cannot keep silent; for I hear the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. (Refers to the Final Test.)
1) “Oh, the walls of my heart”! This verse refers to the walls around a man’s heart and its thickness is proportional to his crimes. During life, these walls acted as barrier and repelled the word of the Lord. Let me continue by saying, at the Final Test, this will not be the case. The word of God will act as a double edge sword. A man’s conduct, yes his love for his passions and pleasures will be exposed by both “heaven” and “earth”.

Jer 4:20 Disaster follows hard on disaster, the whole land is laid waste. Suddenly my tents are destroyed, (Tents refers to a man’s soul.) my curtains in a moment. 

4:21 How long must this go on and hear the sound of the trumpet? 

4:22 “For My people are foolish, they know Me not; they are stupid children, they have no understanding. They are skilled in doing evil, but how to do good they know not.” 

1) “For My people are foolish, they know Me not” In the Second Book of John he says, “He who says ‘I know Him’ but disobeys His Commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him”. 2 Jn (2:4) So you see, the reason we don’t know God is that we commit sin. Only those that have ceased from sin know God. And only those that suffer with Christ have ceased from sin. 1 Pet (1:4)
2) “They are skilled in doing evil”. It’s a man’s arrogance that causes God to withdraw His Spirit of truth from him and replaces it with a spirit that believes in lies. Simply, except for the 144,000, all men have trouble in excepting the truth and seeing a lie.  
Brothers, to be skilled in doing good we must understand and implement the twelve virtues. Then, and only then can we see our crimes. 

Jer 4:29 At the shout of horseman and bowman each city takes to flight; they (They refers to those in the city.) enter into the thickets, they scale the rocks: all the cities are abandoned, and no one dwells in them.

1) “They enter into the thickets”. This verse declares how men that fail their Final Tests will find no escape from their enemies. Thickets are a dense growth of shrubbery or small trees.

Jer 4:30 And you, O desolate one, what do you mean that you dress in scarlet, that you deck yourself with ornaments of gold, that you enlarge your eyes with paint? In vain you beautify yourself. Your lovers despise you; they seek your life. 

1) “Scarlet” can be a symbol of obedience and also disobedience. The Book of Isaiah says your sins are like scarlet. Is (1:18) In this case it should be obvious that scarlet refers to disobedience. But yet scarlet can be a symbol of obedience. Recall how Jesus’ executioners robed Him in scarlet. 
2)  “Your lovers despise you; they seek your life”. I ask you, will you be able find refuge in any virtue at the moment of death? Since you said to God: “I will not serve You”, the devils and your brothers will accuse you. Lucifer and his fallen angels will not show you pleasure, nor perfection in what is imperfect, nor light for darkness as they were in the habit of doing during your lifetime. In fact, they will show you the truth of reality. Your conscience will awakened and begin to bark so incessantly that it will all but drive you into despair.

Jer 4:31 For I heard a cry as of a woman in child birth, anguish as of one bringing forth her first child, the cry of the daughter of Zion gasping for breath, stretching out her hands, “Woe is me! I am fainting before murderers.”
1) “The cry of the daughter of Zion”. Zion is in fact Jerusalem, and is the city in which king David founded and built. Zion is also called the City of David. In the same way that king David built this city, Jesus through His example of living and teachings gave His Mother, the Blessed Virgin, the opportunity to practice the most perfect virtues. Our Holy Mother built the most beautiful city within Her soul to house the thoughts and feelings of Jesus. In the same way that a resident of Jerusalem can be called a daughter of Zion, we who are Catholic can be called children of Our Holy Mother. With this analogy in mind, the warning found in the verse above is against us Catholics.

Jer 5:1 Roam the streets of Jerusalem, look about and observe, search through her public places, to find even one who lives uprightly and seeks to be faithful, and I will pardon her!

5:2 Though they say, “As the LORD lives,” they swear falsely. 
5:3 O LORD, do Your eyes not look for honesty? You struck them, but they did not cringe; you laid them low, but they refused correction; they set their faces harder than stone, and refused to return to You. 

5:4 It is only the lowly, I thought, who are foolish; for they know not the way of the LORD, their duty to their God.

5:5 I will go to the great ones and speak with them; for they know the way of the LORD, their duty to their God. But, one and all, they had broken the yoke, torn off the harness.

1) “Though they say, “As the LORD lives,” they swear falsely”. This line is a reference to all those that pay lip service to the Lord, for you see God’s words may be on their lips but are not in their hearts.

2) “You struck them, but they did not cringe; you laid them low, but they refused correction”. It says in Scripture, “Those who have not heeded the warning of light rebukes will experience the deserved judgment of God”. Wis (12:26) “You punish offenders little by little, warns them, and remind them of the sins they are committing, that they may abandon their wickedness and believe in you, O LORD. But condemning them bit by bit, you gave them space for repentance. Wis (12:2) See chapter, NO PEACE FOR THE SINNER.
3) “They set their faces harder than stone, and refused to return to You”. Behold how the spiritual conditions that existed then are still in existence today. Unfort-unately, men with heartened hearts can’t see themselves as such.

4) “It is only the lowly, I thought, who are foolish; for they know not the way of the LORD”. This line is a reference to those that are unfamiliar with Scripture.

5) “I will go to the great ones and speak with them; for they know the way of the LORD, their duty to their God”. This line is a reference to those that actively pursue God and His words. 

6) “But, one and all, they had broken the yoke, torn off the harness”. Many men think themselves religious, but how many have obeyed the Commandment to love others in the way Jesus loved us? In the same way an ox is harnessed to a yoke to do work, yes to a plow field, we are required to love others in the way Jesus loved us, thus producing the same blood in our veins as the Blood in Christ.        

Jer 5:9 Shall I not punish them for these things? Says the Lord; and shall I not avenge Myself on a nation such as this? 

5:10 “Go up through her vine-rows and destroy, but make not a full end; strip away her branches, for they are not the Lord’s.

1) “But make not a full end”. Those that fail their Final Tests will become accusers. They are em-powered by God for a life after death to accuse millions of souls. This is why Scripture says, “But make not a full end”.
2)  “Strip away her branches,” describes in a visual way how a branch apart from the vine will wither and die. Listen to the following verse, 

Jn 15:5 I (I refers to Jesus.) am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in Me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without Me you can do nothing.

15:6 Anyone who does not remain in Me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them and throw them into a fire and they will be burned.

Jer 5:11 For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have been utterly faithless to Me, says the Lord. 

5:12 They have spoken falsely of the Lord, and have said, ‘He will do nothing; no evil will come upon us, nor shall we see sword or famine. 
5:13 The prophets will become wind; the word is not in them. Thus shall it be done to them!’” 

5:14 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of many: “Because they have spoken this word, behold, I am making My words in your mouth a fire, and this people wood, and the fire shall devour them”.

5:15 Behold, I am bringing upon you a nation from afar, O house of Israel, says the Lord. It is an enduring nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language you do not know, nor can you understand what they say.

5:16 Their case for holding arrows is like an open tomb, (Arrows refers to their accusations.) they are all mighty men. (Refers to our accusers power.)

5:17 They shall eat up your harvest and your food; they shall eat up your sons and your daughters; they shall eat up your flocks and your herds; they shall eat up your vines and your fig trees; your fortified cities in which you trust they shall destroy with the sword.”

5:18 “But even in those Days, says the Lord, I will not make a full end of you.
1) “He will do nothing; no evil will come upon us, nor shall we see sword or famine”. Such is the attitude of most men; this includes religious as well as the non-religious. They are reluctant to believe that God will punish them with infinite punishments for finite crimes. 

2) “The prophets will become wind; the word is not in them”. This line is a reference to all those that feel no danger, thus they prophecy prosperity. Never forget, each of us has prophet within.

3) “Because they have spoken this word, behold, I am making My words in your mouth a fire, and this people wood, and the fire shall devour them”. If the spirit of God were within us, we would fear the Lord and prophecy warnings. However, if we prophesy peace, these words will become like fire in our mouths.    

Ps 12:4 May the LORD cut off all deceiving lips, and every boastful tongue,

4) “An ancient nation” symbolizes Lucifer and his fallen angels.

5) “A nation whose language you do not know”. As Scripture says, Lucifer is the Father of lies. The language he speaks to us is lies; his real language is hidden from us. However, at our Final Tests, we will clearly see his true language of anger and revenge.

6) “Holding arrows is like an open tomb”. This verse illustrates how our enemy’s accusations have the power to cause great depression.

7) “Fortified cities” refers to a man’s arrogance. During the daytime of life, the flesh feels no danger, but yet a storm awaits that will destroy his refuge of lies; yes the walls of his city.

8) “Sons, daughters, flocks, herds, vines, and fig trees” symbolize the things a man’s loves. So I ask you, what will you do when the Lord takes away everything you love?

9) “I will not make a full end of you”. Those that fail their Final Tests do not appreciate the love voiced by the 144,000, and in their misery and depression desire death. This is called the first death or the First Woe. Two additional Woes lay ahead for the damned. That is why Scripture says, “But even in those Days, says the Lord, I will not make a full end of you”.

Jer 6:4 “Prepare war against her. Up! Let us rush upon her at midday! Alas! The Day is waning; evening shadows lengthen. 

6:5 “Up, and let us attack by night, and destroy her palaces!” 

1) “Midday”. You must understand, during the daytime of life, we are under attack. “By night” refers to the Final Test. 

2) The words “palace”, tent, home, city, and fortress symbolize a man’s soul. 

To clarify the word “palace”, the Book of Isaiah, chapter 66, can be used. The following verse asks the question, “What kind of house can you build for the Lord”?
Is 66:1 Thus says the LORD: The heavens are My throne; the earth is My footstool.

What kind of house can you build for Me; what is to be My resting place?
1) “What kind of house can you build for Me? This question can be answered by the next three verses found in the Epistles of Paul.
a) 2 Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in faith. Test yourselves. Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless, of course, you fail the Test.

b) 1 Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
c) Col 2:9 In Christ the fullness of God resides in bodily form. Yours is a share of this fullness, in Him.
Brothers, for life is more than food and the body more than clothing. Rather, open your hearts and make a home for the thoughts and emotions of Christ instead building a “palace” for your-selves.
2) “The earth is My footstool”. So consider my question, what part of the body do you place on a footstool? If you answered your feet, you have answered correctly. This verse illustrates in a visual way that God has power and control upon the earth. Let me simply say that the “earth” refers to hell. I assure you, there is nothing pleasant about God’s foot upon the damned. Acts (2:35)
Jer 6:6 For thus says the Lord of many: “Cut down her trees; cast up a siege mound against Jerusalem. This is the city which must be punished; there is nothing but oppression within her. 

6:7 As a well keeps its water fresh, so she keeps fresh her wickedness; violence and destruction are heard within her; sickness and wounds are ever before Me. 

6:8 Be warned, O Jerusalem, lest I be alienated from you; lest I make you a desolation, an uninhabited land.”
1) “Sickness and wounds” refer to a man’s crimes. If you desire healing, love others in the way Jesus loved us. Love heals all wounds and covers a multitude of crimes. Recall the words from Saint Peter, “Above all hold unfailing your love for one another, since love covers a multitude of sins”. 1 Pet (4:8) 
2) “An uninhabited land” symbol-lizes a soul that can no longer love and thus desires to die.

Jer 6:10 To whom shall I speak and give warning, that they may hear? Behold, their ears are closed, they cannot listen; behold, the word of the Lord is to them an object of scorn; they take no pleasure in it. 

6:11 Therefore I am full of the wrath of the Lord; I am weary of holding it in. “Pour it out upon the children in the street, and upon the gatherings of young men, also; both husband and wife shall be taken, the old folk and the very aged.

6:12 Their houses shall be turned over to others, their fields and wives together; for I will stretch out My hand against the inhabitants of the land,” says the Lord.

1) “To whom shall I speak and give warning”? If a man lives his life in the flesh, yes if he seeks his pleasures in his passions, how can God speak to him? If a man that thinks himself religious, but creates God to fit his own image, how can God speak to him? Only those that love others in the way that Jesus loved us, can God speak and communicate to. Remember, the blood that runs through your veins must be the same Blood found in Christ. For you see, our bodies are the vessels to conquer our temptations. The way we fight our temptations must be preformed in the same way Jesus would act.

2) “Behold, their ears are closed”. God Justice is responsible for opening or closing a man’s ears. Never forget, we are judged moment by moment on every decision we make. The spirit that we possess is given to us by God. If we can hear the truth, the spirit God gave us is responsible. If we reject the truth, the spirit that God has given us is responsible. Know the warning, your daily actions, every action is judged. And how are they judged? It’s the sincerity in your hearts or the lack there of.

3) “Behold, the word of the Lord is to them an object of scorn; they take no pleasure in it”. So I ask you, how much time do you involve yourself with the words found in Scripture? Did you know that the elect and the 144,000 will be speaking to each other about it forever? Clearly God’s people are far from heaven, their conver-sations are far from the words found in Scripture.     

2) “Children”. In the same way a man has the power to bring into the world a child, a likeness to himself, he also can bring into the world his actions. With this in mind, “children” can represent his actions.

Jer 6:22 Thus says the Lord: “Behold, a people is coming from the North Country, a great nation is stirring from the farthest parts of the earth. 
6:23 They lay hold on bow and spear, they are cruel and have no mercy, the sound of them is like the roaring sea; they ride upon horses, set in array as a man for battle, against you, O daughter of Zion!”
6:24 We have heard the report of it, our hands fall helpless; anguish has taken hold of us, pain as of a woman in childbirth 

6:25 Go not forth into the field, nor walk on the road; for the enemy has a sword, terror is on every side.

1) “They are cruel and have no mercy”. Such is the difference between heaven hell. The 144,000 cared about the destiny of there brothers. Worldly men cared nothing about the spiritual condition of their neighbor. Tears should be in our eyes; our minds should be engulfed with the thoughts of those who are heading to depression and suicide.

Thus says the Lord; I will silence the cry of joy, the cry of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstone and the light of the lamp. This whole land shall be a ruin and a desert. (Land refers to those who live in the flesh.) Jer (7:34) & Jer (25:10) I will show no compassion, I will not spare or pity, but will destroy. Jer (13:14) 

Jer 8:9 The wise are confounded, dismayed and ensnared; since they have rejected the word of the LORD, of what avail is their wisdom?

8:10 Therefore, I will give their wives to strangers, their fields to spoilers. Small and great alike, all are greedy for gain, prophet and priest; all practice fraud.
1) “The wise” in this case refers to those who are wise in worldly things. This also includes those who think themselves religious; how else did we get so many different Christian denominations?

Mt 11:25 “I give praise to You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although You have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed them to the childlike”.
2) “Small and great alike, all are greedy for gain”. Life is not a holiday for personal gain, but to experience the thoughts and emotions of Christ. All men (Small and great) look to their own interest and preservation, each one according to his state of life. Truth is scattered into the wind, excessive wealth and pleasure is unbridled, the sorrows of Christ are trodden under foot, the fruits of anguish are held in contempt. No one wishes to risk his own interest in order to comfort Christ. Even the friends of God are cold hearted; for they do not make use of their love. Most of them allow themselves to be overcome by their cowardice and content themselves with working for themselves alone, forsaking the common cause of the souls of others.
Jer 8:16 From Dan is heard the snorting of his steeds; the neighing of his stallions shakes the whole land. They come and devour the land and all that fills it, the city and those who dwell in it.

8:17 Yes, I will send against you poisonous snakes, against which no charm will work when they bite you, says the LORD.

1) “Dan” is one of the 12 Tribes of Israel. The majority of the Danites lived near the source of the Jordan, yes to the north of Jerusalem. Jos. (19:47) Jdg. (1:34 & 18:1.)
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Jeremiah prophesized the panic that would ensue when God’s judgment would send the Babylonians against Jerusalem. The people would flee to the fortified cities. Their hopes for peace would be dashed and the terror of the Babylonians would fill the land. The sound of the enemy’s horses will echo southward from Dan in the north, the land would tremble and be in dread for the army to come to devour. God compared the Babylonians to venomous snakes that would bite the Judeans. So I say to you, return to the Lord, our fallen brothers have the power to destroy our “cities”.

Jer 9:11 Who is so wise that he can understand this? Let him to whom the mouth of the LORD has spoken make it known: Why is the land ravaged, scorched like a wasteland not traveled?

9:12 The LORD answered: Because they have abandoned My law, which I set before them, and have not followed it or listened to My Voice,

9:13 but followed rather the hardness of their hearts and the Baals, as their fathers had taught them;

9:14 therefore, thus says the LORD of many, the God of Israel: See now, I will give them wormwood to eat and poison to drink.

9:15 I will scatter them among nations whom neither they nor their fathers have known. I will send the sword to pursue them until I have completely destroyed them.

1) “The hardness of their hearts” is a reference to the walls that surround men’s hearts. Arrogance is the cause. Listen to what I am saying; if we make one thing more important than our brother’s spiritual salvation, the wall around our hearts thickens daily.

2) “Baals” refers to an idol, which symbolizes a man’s unfaithfulness to God. In another words, worship-ing “Baals” mean breaking the First Commandment.

3) “Wormwood”. Many species of plants called wormwood grow in Palestine. All species have a strong, bitter taste, leading to the use of the plant as a symbol of bitterness, sorrow and calamity. Wormwood has been known as a medicine since ancient times. A decoction of the leaves is used to cure intestinal worms, hence the common name. Wormwood is the dominant plant in vast areas of desert in the Middle East. The silvery green leaves of this compact shrub give it a distinctive appearance when the rest of the vegetation is dry. Unlike many members of the native flora, wormwood flowers in the middle of the summer. With this in mind, we can liken “wormwood” as the awakening of the conscience. You must understand, at our Final Tests, the three powers of our being, memory, understanding and will are awakened to the truth. And this truth will cause great confusion and distress. (Bitterness) Why you ask? Behold, a distressed conscience bears witness against itself.    
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4) “I will scatter them among nations”. There are six nations: envy, anger, spiritual sloth, lust, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. Each soul, in hell, is designated to a nation. During life, the damned committed all kinds of sin, but one type of sin they excelled at. They made one of the six deadly spirits their king. In other words, you can say that each condemned soul is assigned to one of the six deadly spirits.

5) “I will scatter them among nations whom neither they nor their fathers have known”. Our passions and pleasures are disguised as something good during the daytime of life. This veil is completely removed immediately after we die. The worldly will then experience for the first time the ugliness of sin.  
Jer 9:21 For death has come up into our windows, it has entered our palaces, cutting off the children from the streets and the young men from the squares. 

9:22 Speak, “Thus says the Lord: ‘The dead bodies of men shall fall like dung upon the open field, like sheaves after the reaper, and none shall gather them.’”
1) “Death” is a reference to soul that no longer desires to continue to live. Suicidal depression has entered his soul, never to depart. 

2) “The dead bodies of men shall fall like dung upon the open field”. This line describes in a visual way that a multitude of men will fail their Final Tests. 
3) “None shall gather them”. After a soul falls into suicidal depression, forget about anyone trying to comfort it. He is like thorns in which cannot be taken by the hand. 2 Sm (23:6)
Jer 10:18 For thus says the Lord: “Behold, I am going to fling away the inhabitants of the land at this time, and I will bring distress on them, that they may feel it.” 

1) “Inhabitants of the land” is a reference to those that associate themselves with earthly things.

Jer 10:22 Listen! A noise! It comes closer, a great uproar from the northern land: To turn the cities of Judah into a desert haunt of jackals.

1) “Jackals”. Both Foxes and Jackals are found throughout the Middle East. They are members of the dog family, and closely related. But the fox usually lives alone, whereas jackals often go in packs. Men who return to their “vomit”, yes their sins over and over again are symbolized as dogs. Prv (26:11) And if a man dies as a “dog”, he lives for eternity outside the gates of heaven. Rev (22:15) See chapter seven, Dominion: Dog. In the Book of Malachi, Scripture tells us that God hated Esau and that God gave his heritage to jackals. With these facts in mind, a pack of jackals represent an assembly of our fallen brothers, yes our accusers.

Mal 1:1 The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by Malachi. 

1:2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How have You loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?” says the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob 

1:3 but I have hated Esau; I have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.”

1) “But I have hated Esau”. Why did God hate Esau? For you see, Esau, the twin brother of Jacob hated his brother and wanted him dead. Recognize the warning, if we hate another man, we become an enemy of God.

Jer 11:11 Therefore, thus says the Lord, Behold, I am bringing evil upon them which they cannot escape; though they cry to Me, I will not listen to them. 

11:12 Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go and cry to the gods to whom they burn incense, but they cannot save them in the time of their trouble. 

11:13 For your gods have become as many as your cities, O Judah; and as many as the streets of Jerusalem are the altars you have set up to shame, altars to burn incense to Baal.

1) “Though they cry to Me, I will not listen to them”. The wicked, you see, have no true sorrow for having committed sin. True, there is sorrow for one’s own damnation but no sorrow for the damage caused by sin. The wicked loved their passions and pleasures of various during life, and now at the end of their lives. When it says that the Lord will not listen to them, this is a manner of speech. For you see, worldly men do not value compassion and thus reject the encouraging words of the 144,000. 

2) “Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go and cry to the gods to whom they burn incense”. If we make one thing more important than our brother’s spiritual well-being, we can call this our god. If money, pleasure, power, or wealth is our god, they can’t save us. And the reason why they can’t save is simple. We need a reason to live forever. Only our spiritual concern for each other will give us a reason to live for eternity. 
3) “For your gods have become as many as your cities”. No two men are like. Each man has a unique set of passions and appetites. Thus, men have created as many gods as there are people. If I say that a “city” refers to a man’s soul, then I conclude that we break the First Commandment in as many ways that there are men. The Book of Proverbs adds clarification to this last statement.

Prv 27:19 As one face differs from another, so does one human heart from another.
Listen to the following message from Saint Paul.

Rom 2:4 Or do you hold His priceless kindness, forbearance, and patience in low esteem, unaware that the kindness of God would lead you to repentance?

2:5 By your stubbornness and impenitent heart, you are storing up wrath for yourself for the Day of wrath and revelation of the just judgment of God,

2:6 who will repay everyone according to his works: 
2:7 eternal life to those who seek glory, honor, and immortality through perse-verance in good works, 

2:8 but wrath and fury to those who selfishly disobey the truth and obey wickedness.
2:9 Yes, affliction and distress will come upon every human being who does evil, Jew first and then Greek.

2:10 But there will be glory, honor, and peace for everyone who does good, Jew first and then Greek. 

1) “Glory, honor and peace”. These three words refer to the reward given to the victorious at their Final Tests. Our glory is associated with the intensity of our spiritual concern for one another. Our honor comes from all those who give us praise for caring about them. And our peace is caused by the love we feel for all those that chose life. 

2) “Jew first” refers to the elect who are judged by the Natural Law and Written Law. 

3) “Greek second” refers to the elect who are judged by the Natural Law. (All other religions of the world.)

Rom 2:11 There is no partiality with God.
2:12 All who sin outside the law will also perish without reference to it, and all who sin under the law will be judged in accordance with it.

2:13 For it is not those who hear the law who are just in the sight of God; rather, those who observe the law will be justified.

2:14 For when the Gentiles who do not have the law by nature observe the prescriptions of the law, (Refers to the Natural Law.) they are a law for themselves even though they do not have the law.

2:15 They show that the demands of the law are written in their hearts, while their conscience (The three powers of a man’s being.) also bears witness and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even defend them.

2:16 on the Day when, according to my gospel, God will judge people’s hidden works through Christ Jesus.
1) “Outside the law”. Behold, those outside the Written law are judged by the Natural Law.

2) “Rather, those who observe the law will be justified”. Look into your veins my dear brothers. What kind of blood is flowing through it? We must observe the law with the Blood of Christ running through our veins.
Jer 11:15 What right has My beloved in My house, when she has done vile deeds? Can vows and sacrificial flesh avert your doom? Can you then exult? 

11:16 The Lord once called you, ‘A green olive tree, fair with goodly fruit’; but with the roar of a great storm He will set fire to it, (Refers to the Final Test.) and its branches will be consumed. 

11:17 The Lord of many, who planted you, has pronounced evil against you, be-cause of the evil which the house of Israel and the house of Judah have done, provoking Me to anger by burning in-cense to Baal.”

1) “Can vows and sacrificial flesh avert your doom”? This verse refers to every man who pays lip service to the Lord.

Mt 7:21 “Not every one who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the Kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 

7:22 On that Day (Refers to the Final Test.) many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your Name, and cast out demons in Your Name, and do many mighty works in Your Name?’ 

7:23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you evildoers.’ 

Sir 37:19 A man may be shrewd and the teacher of many, and yet be unprofitable to himself.
Jer 12:5 If running against men has wearied you, how will you race against horses? And if in a land of peace you fall headlong, what will you do in the thickets of the Jordan?
1) “If running against men has wearied you, how will you race against horses”? Consider my question, if you are failing to win the battle against the world’s glitter, how is it possible for you to win your final battle at your Final Test? That is why Scripture says; “If you have raced with foot-runners and they have wearied you, how will you compete with horses?

2) “What will you do in the thickets of the Jordan”? In the same way that the inhabitants of Jerusalem tried to escape the Babylonians but found themselves caught in the thickets, men who will or have failed their Final Tests will be captured as well.  
Jer 12:7 “I have forsaken My house, I have abandoned My heritage; I have given the beloved of My soul into the hands of her enemies. 

12:8 My heritage has become to Me like a lion in the forest, she has lifted up her voice against Me; therefore I hate her. 

12:9 Is My heritage to Me like a speckled bird of prey? Are the birds of prey against her round about? Go, assemble all the wild beasts; bring them to devour.
1) “My heritage has become to Me like a lion in the forest”. When a man fails his Final Test, he himself will become an accuser. God has given him the power of a wild lion to come and accuse his family and friends at their Final Tests.

2) “Is My heritage to Me like a speckled bird of prey”? Scripture uses birds of prey to describe our accusers. The reason behind this is the simple fact that birds of prey are carnivorous and have contact with corpses and blood. The eagle, osprey, falcon, raven, nighthawk, owl, and vulture are considered birds of prey. I assure you, our fallen brothers will hunt us down like birds of prey. 
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Jer 12:12 Upon all the bare heights in the desert destroyers have come; for the sword of the Lord devours from one end of the land to the other; no flesh has peace. 

12:13 They have sown wheat and have reaped thorns, they have tired themselves out but profit nothing. They shall be ashamed of their harvests because of the fierce anger of the Lord.”

1) “No flesh has peace”. Listen to the words of Paul, “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the Plan of God”. 1 Cor  (15:50) “Now the works of the flesh are obvious: occasions of envy, drinking bouts, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the Plan of God”. Rom (5:19)

2) “They have sown wheat and have reaped thorns”. Behold, those of us who have been baptized in Christ have been given the word of God, and we can symbolize His word as wheat to sow in our fields. But most men sit and do nothing while the thorns choke the wheat.
3) “They have tired themselves out but profit nothing”. This line is a reference to worldly men that spent their life on their passions and pleasures of various kinds. 
4) “Ashamed of their harvests” is a reference to being ashamed of their actions.
Jer 13:15 Hear and give ear; be not arrogant, for the Lord has spoken. 

13:16 Give glory to the Lord your God before He brings darkness, before your feet stumble on the twilight mountains, and while you look for light He turns it into gloom and makes it deep darkness.

1) “Be not arrogant”. What is arrogance? When we feel safe in our own spiritual opinions and fail to test our ignorance. This includes both the worldly and religious. 

2) “Give glory to God”. Scripture speaks about God’s glory, what is it? Let me say this, we give glory to God by producing fruit. But yet, what is fruit? My simple answer to you is this; “glory” and “fruit” refer to the beauty of the Cross. “No one has greater compassion than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends”. Let me explain, to lay down one’s life means to lay down one’s time. Did you know that your treasure is where your heart is? Look at yourselves, and determine where you spend your time? Simply ask the question, do you care about your brothers spiritually? If your answer is yes, use time as your measuring stick; this is a true indicator that measures your love. So my point to is this, we give glory to God by having spiritual compassion in our hearts for our brothers. The amount of time and emotion in which we become spiritual doctors and intercessors reveals the intensity of our love.
Jer 13:21 What will you say when they place as rulers over you those whom you taught to be your lovers? Will not pangs take hold of you, like those of a woman giving birth? 

13:22 And if you say in your heart, ‘Why have these things come upon me?’ For your great guilt your skirts are lifted up, and you suffer violence.

1) “Skirts are lifted up”. This verse reaffirms that our accusers will reveal our crimes. Note the following verse found in the Book of Revelation.

Rev 16:15 “Behold, I am coming like a thief.” Blessed is the one who watches and keeps his clothes ready, so that he may not go naked and people see him exposed.
Jer 13:24 I will scatter you like chaff driven by the wind from the desert. 

13:25 This is your lot, the portion I have measured out to you, says the Lord, because you have forgotten Me and trusted in lies. 

1) “Chaff” denotes worthless husks and broken straw blown away by the wind during the winnowing of grain.

Wis 5:14 Because the hope of the ungodly man is like chaff carried by the wind, and like a light hoarfrost driven away by a storm; it is dispersed like smoke before the wind, and it passes like the remembrance of a guest who stays but a day.

[image: image28.jpg]



Jer 15:2 .. ‘Thus says the Lord: “Those who are for pestilence, to pestilence, and those who are for the sword, to the sword; those who are for famine, to famine, and those who are for captivity, to captivity.”’ 

1) “Pestilence” is a contagious or infectious epidemic disease that will cause a persons death. Symbolically speaking, pestilence is the visible manifestation of sin upon the soul. Pestilence, sword and famine were defined earlier in this chapter.

My dear brothers, the only way to describe a souls punishment after death is to use descriptions we understand. So I ask you, do you want to see your brothers die of pestilence, die by sword and die by famine?  

Thus says the Lord, four kinds of destroyers I have decreed against them, the sword to slay them; dogs to drag them about; the birds of the sky and the beasts of the earth to devour and destroy them. Jer (15:3) The burial of an ass shall they be given, dragged forth and cast out beyond the gates of Jerusalem. Jer (22:19)

Brothers, in the movie, “The Passion of Christ”, recall the dead ass outside the city walls? And why is this important? The man that fails his Final Test will see himself like this dead ass. He will see himself as unloved. And why does he see himself unloved? He sees for the first time how his family and friends had used him to fulfill their passions and appetites. Now that the world is gone, his family and friends are now his enemies. They hate him, and seek their revenge upon.  

Brothers, the dogs, the birds and the beasts symbolize the different types of accusers; yes our fallen brothers who have come to destroy. The dog refers to man who knew God, but returned to his sins. 2 Pt (2:20) The bird refers to a man who neither reaped nor sowed virtue. Such a man flew high like a bird; in his arrogance he believed he did not need God. The beast refers to a man that made a “god” of his stomach. Lust and pleasure ruled his actions.     

Jer 15:13 “Your wealth and your treasures I will give as spoil, without price, for all your sins, throughout all your territory. 

15:14 I will make you serve your enemies in a land which you do not know, for in My anger a fire is kindled which shall burn forever.”
Brothers, this is our heritage, the Lord’s thoughts and feelings. Yes, we have been invited to share in God’s fullness. Those who fail their Final Test will forfeit their share of God’s Spirit (spoils) and these spoils will be given to those written in the Book of Life.  

Prv 13:22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the sinner’s wealth is laid up for the righteous.
Jer 16:6 Both great and small shall die in this land; they shall not be buried, and no one shall lament for them or cut himself or make himself bald for them.

1) “Make himself bald for them”. In biblical times, a grieving man would shave his head. Spiritually, however, once a man is separated from God’s love, no one in heaven will weep or try to give him comfort, and no one in hell will weep either. 

Jer 16:7 No one will offer a meal to comfort those who mourn for the dead – not even for the death of a mother or a father. No one will send a cup of wine to console them.

16:8 You shall not go into the house of feasting to sit with them, to eat and drink.

16:9 For thus says the Lord of many, the God of Israel: Behold, I will make to cease from this place, before your eyes and in your days, the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride.

1) “No one will offer a meal to comfort those who mourn for the dead”. If a man fails his Final Test, no one will mourn with him over the death of the things in which he loved. What will a man do when the Lord takes away everything he loves?

2) “Not even for the death of a mother or a father”. During life, when a family member dies, such as a father or mother, friends drop by with meals. This will not be the case when a man loses everything he loves and chooses suicidal death. Those in heaven will not give him comfort nor will those in hell. Mother and father are used to denote how extreme the devastation will be for the damned. For you see, everything the damned valued will perish.  

Brothers, once a soul is confined to hell, there’s no return. Do not weep for him who is in hell, but rather for the one who is going away, never to return. God finds no joy in the spiritual death of anyone, but He will rejoice when we intercede. Let me simply say, God created suicidal depression to motivate us to intercede for one another.  

It pierces my heart to know that so many of my brothers are on a path to hell. Hell is a place you can’t even love yourselves. Their depression is so extreme; they would rather cease to exist. Please listen to me; your spiritual lives are a stake. Seek spiritual compassion for one another. 

Jer 16:13 therefore I will hurl you out of this land into a land which neither you nor your fathers have known, and there you shall serve other gods day and night, for I will show you no favor.’

Jer 16:16 “But now I am sending for many fishermen who will catch them,” says the Lord, and they shall catch them; and afterwards I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain and every hill, and out of the clefts of the rocks.

1) “But now I am sending for many fishermen who will catch them.” This verse refers to the Final Test. In this case, fishermen denote our accusers. Did you know that men that forsake the Lord are like fish without a ruler?

2) “And afterwards I will send for many hunters”. This verse refers to the Second Woe. “Hunters” refer to Lucifer and his fallen angels. See next section, the Second Woe.

3) “They shall hunt them from every mountain and every hill, and out of the clefts of the rocks”. Scripture likens the heights of mountains and hills as a man’s arrogance. The following verses represent this concept.

Ob 1:3 The arrogance of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rock, whose dwelling is high, who say in your heart, “Who will bring me down to the ground?” 

1:4 Though you soar aloft like the eagle, though your nest is set among the stars, thence I will bring you down, says the Lord.

Jb 20:6 Though his arrogance mount up to the heavens and his head reach to the clouds,

20:7 they will perish forever like their dung, and the onlookers say, “Where is he?”

Jer 19:4 Because the people have forsaken Me, and have profaned this place by burning incense in it to other gods whom neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of Judah have known; and because they have filled this place with the blood of innocents, 

19:5 and have built the high places of Baal to burn their sons in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, which I did not command or decree, nor did it come into My mind; 

19:6 therefore, behold, Days are coming, says the Lord, when this place shall no more be called Topheth, or the valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of Slaughter.

1) “They have filled this place with the blood of innocents”. Like or not, my dear brothers, we are spiritually responsible for one another. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit. Mt (15:14) I assure you, the Lord will hold us responsible. He will call us murders. When I look at my hands, I see the blood of my brothers. I would recommend looking at your hands.

2) “To burn their sons in the fire”. It is unlikely that the Hebrews killed their offspring for sacrifice. Rather Scripture is speaking about their actions. As horrific as a man that burns his sons, is a man that fails to value the compassion of the 144,000.   

3) “Baal” means lord. 

4) “Topheth” means “place of fire”. Topheth was the name of the alter in the valley of Hinnom, (Hinnom means lamentation.) just outside the walls of Jerusalem where child “sacrifices” were offered by fire to a deity “Molech”. (Molech means king.) This deity is the god of the Ammonites. 1 Kgs (11:7) (The Ammonites represent the peoples of arrogance.)
Hell in the New Testament renders the Greek word transliterated as “Gehenna”. The name is derived from the Hebrew word geÆ(ben)(beneÆ) hinnoµm, the Valley of the son[s] of Hinnom, a valley near Jerusalem.

Brothers, this alter, outside the walls of Jerusalem, called “Topheth” existed, but children were never sacrificed upon it. However this alter will exist after death, and the damned will sacrifice their last decisions upon it. They will forsake God’s compassion voiced through the 144,000. And this deed of forsaking God’s compassion is so horrific that it can be likened to sacrificing children.  
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5) “But the valley of Slaughter”. This is an appropriate name for suicidal death. The man that fails his Final Test will be wounded by bloodthirsty mob. The trust of the sword, yes the many accusation will cause a great lose of blood. And since blood is the life force in a man, the spilling of his blood will cause him to desire death. His accusers accusation will cause great depression and in turn cause him to seek death. He no longer wants to live.   

Jer 20:10 For I hear many whispering. Terror is on every side! “Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” Say all my familiar friends, watching for my fall. “Perhaps he will be deceived, then we can overcome him, and take our revenge on him.” 
You must understand if your family and friends fail their Final Tests, you will see them again at your Tests. However, their appearance will be much different. They may have loved you during life; this will not be the case at your Final Tests. In their hearts you will find anger and revenge, they will seek to destroy your spiritual lives. 

Jer 23:12 Therefore their way shall be to them (Them refers to inhabitants of Jerusalem.) like slippery paths in the darkness, into which they shall be driven and fall; for I will bring evil upon them in the year of their punishment, says the Lord.

1) “Therefore their way shall be to them like slippery paths in the darkness”. Behold how Scripture uses worldly examples to explain spiritual concepts. A slippery path in the darkness will most likely result in a fall. Such will happen to all those that fail to fear the Lord.  
Prv 4:19 The way of the wicked is like darkness; they know not on what they stumble.

4:18 But the path of the just is like shining light, that grows in brilliance till perfect day.

1) “That grows in brilliance till perfect day”. This line is a reference to those that must enter into purgatory. The word “grow” can be likened to grow in spiritual knowledge. For you see, the elect that need the purification of purgatory will enter at “dawn” and be released at “noon”.

Jer 23:19 Behold, the storm of the Lord! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling storm; it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 

23:20 The anger of the Lord will not turn back until He has executed and accomplished the intents of His mind.

Jer 32:26 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 

32:27 “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is anything too hard for Me? 

32:28 Therefore, thus says the Lord: Behold, I am giving this city (Jerusalem) into the hands of the Chaldeans and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it. 

32:29 The Chaldeans who are fighting against this city shall come and set this city on fire, and burn it, with the houses on whose roofs incense has been offered to Baal and drink offerings have been poured out to other gods, to provoke Me to anger. 

Brothers, the term “Baal” refers to violating the First Commandment. If we make one thing more important than our spiritual responsibilities, we created an idol that is called “Baal”. “Baal” means lord.  

Jer 32:30 For the sons of Israel and the sons of Judah have done nothing but evil in My sight from their youth; the sons of Israel have done nothing but provoke Me to anger by the work of their hands, says the Lord. 

32:31 This city (Jerusalem) has aroused My anger and wrath, from the day it was built to this day, so that I will remove it from My sight 

32:32 because of all the evil of the sons of Israel and the sons of Judah which they did to provoke Me to anger—their kings and their princes, their priests and their prophets, the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

32:33 They have turned to Me their back and not their face; and though I have taught them persistently they have not listened to receive instruction. 

1) “I have taught them persistently they have not listened to receive instruction”. After death, we will come to know how God spoke to us in variety of ways. 

a) Reminding our consciences how the Natural Law is written on our hearts.

b) Through the good example of others.

c) Religious instructors.

d) Through calamity.

e) Inspirations from the Holy Angels. 

The Final Test. Isaiah’s Prophesy, Chapter Three.  

Is 3:1 For, behold, the Lord, the Lord of many, is taking away from Jerusalem and from Judah stay and staff, the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of water; 

3:2 the mighty man and the soldier, the judge and the prophet, the diviner and the elder, 

3:3 the captain of fifty and the man of rank, the counselor and the skilful magician and the expert in charms. 

3:4 And I will make boys their princes, and babes shall rule over them. 

3:5 And the people will oppress one another, every man his fellow and every man his neighbor; the youth will be insolent to the elder, and the base fellow to the honorable. 

3:6 When a man takes hold of his brother in the house of his father, saying: “You have a mantle; you shall be our leader, and this heap of ruins shall be under your rule”; 

3:7 in that Day he will speak out, saying: “I will not be a healer; in my house there is neither bread nor mantle; you shall not make me leader of the people.” 

3:8 For Jerusalem has stumbled, and Judah has fallen; because their speech and their deeds are against the Lord, defying His glorious presence. 

3:9 Their very look bears witness against them; they proclaim their sin like Sodom, they do not hide it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil upon themselves. 

3:10 Tell the righteous that it shall be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of their deeds. 

3:11 Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him, for what his hands have done shall be done to him. 

3:12 My people—children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O My people, your leaders mislead you, and confuse the course of your paths. 

3:13 The Lord has taken His place to contend, He stands to judge His people. 

3:14 The Lord enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His people: “It is you who have devoured the vineyard, the spoil of the poor is in your houses. 

3:15 What do you mean by crushing My people, by grinding the face of the poor?” says the Lord GOD of many. 

3:16 The Lord said: Because the daughters of Zion are arrogant and walk with outstretched necks glancing sinfully with their eyes mincing (affectedly dainty or delicate) along as they go, tinkling with their feet; 

3:17 the Lord will smite with a scab the heads of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will lay bare their secret parts.

3:18 In that Day the Lord will take away the finery of the anklets, the headbands, and the crescents; 

3:19 the pendants, the bracelets, and the scarf’s; 

3:20 the headdresses, the armlets, the sashes, the perfume boxes, and the amulets; 

3:21 the signet rings and nose rings; 

3:22 the festal robes, the mantles, the cloaks, and the handbags; 

3:23 the garments of gauze, the linen garments, the turbans, and the veils. 

3:24 Instead of perfume there will be rottenness; and instead of a girdle, a rope; and instead of well-set hair, baldness; and instead of a rich robe, a girding of sackcloth; instead of beauty, shame. 

3:25 Your men shall fall by the sword and your mighty men in battle. 

3:26 And her gates shall lament and mourn; ravaged, she shall sit upon the ground.

1) “For, behold, the Lord, the Lord of many, is taking away from Jerusalem and from Judah stay and staff, the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of water”. I ask you, can a man live without food and water? In the same way can a man have a reason to live if everything he loves is taken away?

2) “And I will make boys their princes”. Under extreme stress, men can make bad decisions; and nothing can be of greater stress than the Final Test. Since most men fail their Final Tests, they can be likened to having young boys and babes making their decisions.
3) “And the people will oppress one another, every man his fellow and every man his neighbor”. Our enemies will be our family and friends who have failed or will fail their Final Tests.

4) When a man takes hold of his brother in the house of his father, saying: “You have a mantle; you shall be our leader, and this heap of ruins shall be under your rule”. It was a custom in biblical times that the oldest brother became the head of the family when the father died. But during Babylonian siege, under great stress, the oldest son had little interest in becoming a leader of a devastated home. And the same can be said about a man going through his Final Test. Worldly concerns and honors will be of little value.
5) “In that Day he (he refers to the older brother.) will speak out, saying: “I will not be a healer; in my house there is neither bread nor mantle; you shall not make me leader of the people.” Do you see how terror and freight will make a man at his Final Test disown everything?
6) “My people—children are their oppressors, and women rule over them”. As I have already said, under great stress men make bad decisions. So why does Scripture use “women”? Recall the terrible decision that Eve made. The fruit looked “good” to her, thus she ate it. She was influenced greatly by her emotions. In the same way, the emotions can cause a man to fail his Final Test. Thinking not aright, men will feel that everyone is against them including God. Thus they make a horrible decision by falling into suicidal depression. 
7) “O My people, your leaders mislead you, and confuse the course of your paths”. So tell me, who among us is warning us about the events after death? And who among us is teaching us the twelve virtues or explaining the Seven Spirits of God?
8) “The Lord enters into judgment with the elders and princes of His people: “It is you who have devoured the vineyard, the spoil of the poor is in your houses”. The “elders” represent our well-established actions. A man’s actions can be wise or be foolish. The “princes” are the children of the kings. Let me say this, a king represents one or more of the seven deadly spirits, arrogance, anger, envy, spiritual laziness, excessive wealth, and excessive pleasure. Such a man who is ruled by the seven deadly spirits and will give birth to many sins.

9) “What do you mean by crushing My people, by grinding the face of the poor?” Like it or not, we owe each other a good of example of living. The “poor” represent all those that have no virtue to display.
10) “The Lord said: Because the daughters of Zion are arrogant and walk with outstretched necks glancing sinfully with their eyes mincing (affectedly dainty or delicate) along as they go, tinkling with their feet”. This verse reflects how the worldly are unaware of their impending doom.    
The Final Test. Ezekiel’s Prophesy, Chapter Five.  

Ez 5:1 “And you, O son of man, (Refers to Ezekiel.) take a sharp sword; use it as a barber’s razor and pass it over your head and your beard; then take balances for weighing, and divide the hair. 

5:2 A third part you shall burn in the fire in the midst of the city, (A city in Babylon where Ezekiel was held captive.) when the days of the siege are completed; and a third part you shall take and strike with the sword round about the city; and a third part you shall scatter to the wind, and I will unsheathe the sword after them. 

5:3 And you shall take from these a small number, and bind them in the skirts of your robe. 

5:4 And of these again you shall take some, and cast them into the fire, and burn them in the fire; from there a fire will come forth into all the house of Israel. 

5:5 Thus says the Lord GOD: This is Jerusalem; I have set her in the center of the nations, with countries round about her. 

5:6 And she (Jerusalem) has wickedly rebelled against My ordinances more than the nations, and against My statutes more than the countries round about her, by rejecting My ordinances and not walking in My statutes. 

5:7 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you are more rebellious than the nations that are round about you, and have not walked in My statutes or kept My ordinances, but have acted according to the ordinances of the nations that are round about you; 

5:8 therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, even I, am against you; and I will execute judgments in the midst of you in the sight of the nations. 

5:9 And because of all your abominations I will do with you what I have never yet done, and the like of which I will never do again. 

5:10 Therefore fathers shall eat their sons in the midst of you, and sons shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judgments on you, and any of you who survive I will scatter to all the winds. 

5:11 Wherefore, as I live, says the Lord GOD, surely, because you have defiled My sanctuary with all your detestable things and with all your abominations, therefore I will cut you down; My eye will not spare, and I will have no pity. 

5:12 A third part of you shall die of pestilence and be consumed with famine in the midst of you; a third part shall fall by the sword round about you; and a third part I will scatter to all the winds and will unsheathe the sword after them.

5:13 “Thus shall My anger spend itself, and I will vent My fury upon them and satisfy Myself; and they shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken in My jealousy, when I spend My fury upon them. 

5:14 Moreover I will make you a desolation and an object of reproach among the nations round about you and in the sight of all that pass by. 

5:15 You shall be a reproach and a taunt, a warning and a horror, to the nations round about you, when I execute judgments on you in anger and fury, and with furious chastisements—I, the Lord, have spoken— 

5:16 when I loose against you My deadly arrows of famine, arrows for destruction, which I will loose to destroy you, and when I bring more and more famine upon you, and break your staff of bread. 

5:17 I will send famine and wild beasts against you, and they will rob you of your children; pestilence and blood shall pass through you; and I will bring the sword upon you. I, the Lord, have spoken.”

1) “And you, O son of man, (Refers to Ezekiel.) Ezekiel was a man who had been taken prisoner with hundreds of other Jews by the King of Babylon and were all forced to live in exile in Babylon. This occurred about eleven years before Jerusalem was completely destroyed by Babylon. In this foreign land, God spoke to Ezekiel. Ezekiel was told to warn the Israelites about the sins they were committing. And as a consequence of their sins, Jer-usalem was going to be destroyed.

2) “Take a sharp sword; use it as a barber’s razor and pass it over your head and your beard”. God told Ezekiel to shave his head and beard with a sharp sword. Shaving one’s head and beard was a sign of mourning. Jb (1:20), Is (15:2), Jer (7:29) & (48:37) and Ez (7:18). And why is this important? For you must under-stand, this is the season of sackcloth. Each of us should be mourning and weeping within.  
3) “Then take balances for weighing, and divide the hair”. After Ezekiel shaved, he was to use a set of scales for weighing his hair in three equal piles with a few strands left over.
4) “A third part you shall burn in the fire in the midst of the city”. Ezekiel carried a third of his hair to the middle of the city (A city in Babylon.) and set it on fire. The purpose of this action, explained in Ez (5:12), and this illustrated how a third of the people would die by the plague or by famine. When Nebuchadnez-zar’s army finally broke through the city’s walls, they found a population decimated by famine. But yet, what does this mean spiritually? Recognize the fact that each and every soul has three parts to his soul, memory, understanding, and will. For a soul to fall into deep depression, the soul’s three powers must no longer want to exist. The memory is deeply wounded by famine and plague. 

5) “When the days of the siege are completed; and a third part you shall take and strike with the sword round about the city”. Those who survived the famine had to face the sword. After burning the first third of his hair, Ezekiel went through the city with the second third and chopped it up with his sword. This action meant that a third of the Jerusalemites would die by the sword. Spiritually speaking, however, the soul’s understanding will be assaulted with verbal attacks. 
6) “And a third part you shall scatter to the wind, and I (I refers to God.) will unsheathe the sword after them”. Those who survived Jerusalem’s fall to Babylon would be taken away in captivity and would live in fear. And this can be said about all those that have and will fail their Final Tests. Their hearts will be filled with intense fear.

7) “And you shall take from these a small number, and bind them in the skirts of your robe”. After Ezekiel had burned, chopped, and scattered his hair, a few strands remained. God told Ezekiel to tuck them away in the folds of his garment. Hiding these few hairs represented God’s preserving a remnant in the midst of judgment. The ”garment“ was the long robe or tunic men wore. It was secured at the waist by a belt or sash. The bottom was pulled up and tucked into the belt to form a pouch for carrying things.
8) “And of these (These is a reference to the small amount of hair.) again you shall take some, and cast them into the fire, and burn them in the fire”. Ezekiel is commanded to take some of the remnant of hair and burn it by fire. The purpose of this action, explained in Ez (5:12), was to illustrate that this remnant would suffer plague and famine. You must understand, even the elect will suffer greatly. This will be explained in chapter nine, part B.

9) “From there a fire will come forth into all the house of Israel”. The Final Test will not be easy for anyone. Even the elect, that need the purification of purgatory, will experience great distress at their Final Tests.

10) “Therefore fathers shall eat their sons in the midst of you, and sons shall eat their fathers; and I will execute judgments on you, and any of you who survive I will scatter to all the winds”. We can consider the Natural Law written on our hearts as our “fathers”. We can consider our actions as our “sons”. Many at their Final Tests will be in such great distress and depression; they will act like crazed men. They will see clearly their actions and recognize their crimes against the Natural Law. Their anguish is so heightened; it does violence to their spirits. They will find no peace, for they have no home. They will be scattered by the winds of reprimand.
11) “My eye will not spare, and I will have no pity”. God’s Mercy is not free; we must understand our guilt and the damage our sins have caused. Otherwise, God will not spare us or have pity on us.
12) “Thus shall My anger spend itself, and I will vent My fury upon them and satisfy Myself; and they shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken in My jealousy, when I spend My fury upon them”. God is not joking, and every man’s arrogance will be severely disciplined.              

The Final Test. Ezekiel’s Prophesy, Chapter Eleven.  

Ez 11:1 The Spirit lifted me up, (Me refers to Ezekiel.) and brought me to the east gate of the house of the Lord, (Refers to Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem.) which faces east. And behold, at the door of the gateway there were twenty-five men; and I saw among them Ja-azaniah the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the people.

11:2 And He (God) said to me, “Son of man, these are the men who devise iniquity (sinfulness) and who give wicked counsel in this city. 

11:3 “Shall we not, they say, “be building houses soon? The city is the kettle, and we are the meat:” 

11:4 Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O son of man.”

11:5 And the Spirit of the Lord fell upon me, and He said to me, “Say, Thus says the Lord: So you think, O house of Israel; for I know the things that come into your mind. 

11:6 You have multiplied your slain in this city, and have filled its streets with the slain. 

11:7 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Your slain whom you have laid in the midst of it, they are the flesh, and this city is the caldron; but you shall be brought forth out of the midst of it. 

11:8 You have feared the sword; and I will bring the sword upon you, says the Lord GOD. 

11:9 And I will bring you forth out of the midst of it, and give you into the hands of foreigners, and execute judgments upon you. 

11:10 You shall fall by the sword; I will judge you at the border of Israel; and you shall know that I am the Lord. 
11:11 This city shall not be your caldron, nor shall you be the flesh in the midst of it; I will judge you at the border of Israel;

11:12 and you shall know that I am the Lord; for you have not walked in My statutes, nor executed My ordinances, but have acted according to the ordinances of the nations that are round about you.”

1) “The Spirit lifted me up, (Me refers to Ezekiel.) and brought me to the east gate of the house of the Lord, (Refers to Solomon’s Temple in Jerusalem.) which faces east”. The gate was the traditional place where the elders of a city sat to administer justice and oversee legal matters. The gate faced east toward the Kidron Valley and the Mount of Olives.
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1) “Shall we not, they say, “be building houses soon? The city is the kettle, and we are the meat:” The elders were encouraging the people of Jerusalem to forget Jeremiah’s predictions of the coming Babylonian invasion. They were urging the people to build houses, a sign of peace and safety. After all, the people were safe in the city (Jerusalem) like meat in a kettle.

2) “You have multiplied your slain in this city, and have filled its streets with the slain”. This line is referring to each man’s spiritual responsibility to one another. Failing to take upon this responsibility, God will hold each man accountable for another man’s spiritual death.

3) “You shall fall by the sword; I will judge you at the border of Israel; and you shall know that I am the Lord”. This was fulfilled literally when the captives of Jerusalem were deported to Riblah Nebuchadnezzar’s field head-quarters on the Orontes River north of Damascus and killed some of Israelites. 2 Kgs (25:18) and Jer (52:8) “Riblah” is a city just outside the northern most boundary of Israel. As Scripture says, king Zedekiah’s sons were killed outside the boundaries of Israel. The same can be said for a man that fails the Final Test, he shall never return to the land of his birth.
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The Final Test. Ezekiel’s Prophesy, Chapter Twenty-One.  

Ez 21:1 The word of the Lord came to me: (Me refers to Ezekiel.)

21:2 “Son of man, set your face toward Jerusalem and preach against the sanctuaries; prophesy against the land of Israel 

21:3 and say to the land of Israel, Thus says the Lord: Behold, I am against you, and will draw forth My sword out of its sheath, and will cut off from you both righteous and wicked. 

21:4 Because I will cut off from you both righteous and wicked, therefore My sword shall go out of its sheath against all flesh from south to north; 

21:5 and all flesh shall know that I the Lord have drawn My sword out of its sheath; it shall not be sheathed again. 

21:6 Sigh therefore, son of man; (Ezekiel) sigh with breaking heart and bitter grief before their eyes. 
21:7 And when they say to you, ‘Why do you sigh?’ you shall say, ‘Because of the report. When it comes, every heart will melt and all hands will be feeble, every spirit will faint and all knees will be weak as water. Behold, it comes and it will be fulfilled,’” says the Lord GOD.

21:8 And the word of the Lord came to me: 

21:9 “Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus says the Lord, Say: A sword, a sword is sharpened and also polished, 

21:10 sharpened for slaughter, polished to flash like lightning! Or do we make mirth? (Gladness or gaiety as shown by or accompanied with laughter.) You have despised the rod, my son, and all discipline. 

21:11 So the sword is given to be polished, that it may be handled; it is sharpened and polished to be given into the hand of the slayer. 
21:12 Cry and wail, son of man, for it is against My people; it is against all the princes of Israel; they are delivered over to the sword with My people. Smite therefore upon your thigh. 

21:13 For it will not be a testing—what if you despise the rod, will it not happen?”  Says the Lord GOD.

21:14 “Prophesy therefore, son of man; clap your hands and let the sword come down twice, yea thrice, the sword for those to be slain; it is the sword for the great slaughter, which encompasses them, 

21:15 that their hearts may melt, and many fall at all their gates. I have given the glittering sword; ah! It is made like lightning; it is polished for slaughter. 

21:16 Cut sharply to right and left where your edge is directed. 

21:17 I also will clap My hands, and I will satisfy My fury; I the Lord have spoken.”

21:18 The word of the Lord came to me again: 

21:19 “Son of man, mark two ways for the sword of the king of Babylon to come; both of them shall come forth from the same land. And make a signpost, make it at the head of the way to a city; 

21:20 mark a way for the sword to come to Rabbah of the Ammonites and to Judah and to Jerusalem the fortified. 

21:21 For the king of Babylon stands at the parting of the way, at the head of the two ways, to use divination; he shakes the arrows, he consults the teraphim, he looks at the liver. 

21:22 Into his (king of Babylon) right hand comes the lot for Jerusalem, to open the mouth with a cry, to lift up the voice with shouting, to set battering rams against the gates, to cast up mounds, to build siege towers. 

21:23 But to them (Them refers to people in Jerusalem.) it will seem like a false divination; (They thought the king of Babylon’s omen was false and that he was doomed to failure.) they have sworn solemn oaths; but he (The king of Babylon.) brings their guilt to remembrance, that they may be captured. (The king of Judah broke his treaty with Nebuchadnezzar.)

21:24 “Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you have made your guilt to be remembered, in that your transgressions are uncovered, so that in all your deeds your sins appear—because you have come to remembrance, you shall be taken in them. 

21:25 And you, O unhallowed wicked one, prince of Israel, whose day has come, the time of your final punishment, 

21:26 thus says the Lord GOD: Remove the turban, and take off the crown; things shall not remain as they are; exalt that which is low, and abase that which is high. 

21:27 A ruin, ruin, ruin I will make it; there shall not be even a trace of it until he (He refers to our accusers.) comes whose right it is; and to him I will give it.

1) “Because I will cut off from you both righteous and wicked, therefore My sword shall go out of its sheath against all flesh from south to north”. My dear brothers, no one can escape the Final Test including the righteous.

2) “Sigh therefore, son of man; sigh with breaking heart and bitter grief before their eyes”. This is the season of sackcloth. Our joy should be turned to mourning. Why? Most men chose suicide after physical death.

3) ‘Because of the report. When it comes, every heart will melt and all hands will be feeble, every spirit will faint and all knees will be weak as water. Behold, it comes and it will be fulfilled,’” This verse describes how men will feel during their Final Tests.

4) “You have despised the rod, my son, and all discipline”. The effects of sin are easily felt. Sin destroys friendships. Our rocky roller coaster relationships with people are the rods that God uses to gain our attention. Addictions, such as alcohol and drugs are other rods that God uses; but do we listen?

5) “So the sword is given to be polished, that it may be handled; it is sharpened and polished to be given into the hand of the slayer”. God doesn’t handle the sword, but rather empowers the armies of hell to unleash the sword of accusa-tions.

6) “For it will not be a testing”. There are no second chances. When the Final Test comes, we can’t come back and relieve our lives. 

7) “Mark a way for the sword to come to Rabbah of the Ammonites and to Judah and to Jerusalem the fortified”. God told Ezekiel to mark out two roads for the sword of the king of Babylon to take. When Jerusalem rebelled against Babylon, she was one of three cities or countries seeking independence. The other two were Tyre and Ammon. Nebuchad-nezzar led his forces north and west from Babylon along the Euphrates River. When he reached Riblah (north of Damascus in Syria) he had to decide which nation he would attack first. He could head due west toward the coast and attack Tyre, or he could go south along one of two ”highways“ leading to Judah and Ammon. Tyre was the most difficult of the three cities to attack, so Nebuchadnezzar decided not to make it his first objective. His choice then was whether to head down the coastal highway and attack Judah and Jerusalem or to head down the Tran Jordanian highway and attack Ammon and Rabbah. ”Rabbah“ was the capital of Ammon and is identified with the modern city of Amman in Jordan. The war council met at Riblah, at the fork in the road, to decide which course of action to take. Apparently Nebuchadnezzar and his generals could not agree on which direction to go, so they consulted their gods. Nebuchad-nezzar used three means to determine his course of action: casting lots with arrows, consult-ing his idols, and examining the liver. Casting lots with arrows was probably similar to today’s prac-tice of drawing straws. Two arrows were placed in a quiver, each one inscribed with the name of one of the cities being considered for attack. The arrow drawn or cast out first was the one the gods indicated should be attacked. The consulting of ”idols“ involved the use of teraphim or household idols. The exact nature of this practice is unknown but perhaps the idols were used in an attempt to contact departed spirits and hear their advice. Examining the liver was a form of divination known as hepatoscopy. The shape and markings of the liver of a sacrificed animal were studied by soothsayers to see if a proposed plan was favorable or not. These practices by themselves could do nothing, but God worked through them to accomplish His judgment. Into Nebuchadnezzar’s right hand would come the lot for Jerusalem. As Nebuchadnezzar went through his procedures, God had all the signs point toward the coastal highway and Jerusalem. And that is where the king of Babylon decided to proceed. 

8) “Because you have made your guilt to be remembered, in that your transgressions are uncov-ered”.  Saint Peter said, “Above all hold unfailing love for one another, since love covers a multitude of sins”. 1 Pet (4:8) Behold how our transgressions can be covered by our love for one another. If we fail to love one another in the way Jesus loved us, our transgressions are uncovered. 

The Final Test: The Warning That Was Made To Solomon.

1 Kgs 9:1 When Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord and the king’s house and all that Solomon desired to build, 

9:2 the Lord appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. 

9:3 And the Lord said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your supplication, which you have made before Me; I have consecrated this house (Solomon’s Temple.) which you have built, and put My Name there forever; My eyes and My heart will be there for all time. 

9:4 And as for you, if you will walk before Me, as David your father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have commanded you, and keeping My statutes and My ordinances, 

9:5 then I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall always have someone from your line on the throne of Israel’. 

9:6 But if you turn aside from following Me, you or your children, and do not keep My Commandments and My statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, 

9:7 then I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given them; and the house which I have consecrated for My Name I will cast out of My sight; and Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 

9:8 And this house will become a heap of ruins; everyone passing by it will be astonished, and will hiss; and they will say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this land and to this house?’ 

9:9 Then they will say, ‘Because they forsook the Lord their God who brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and worshiped them and served them; therefore the Lord has brought all this evil upon them.’”

1) “Solomon” and the analogy that is associated with him is this, he symbolizes every Christian that has ever lived or will live. The stories about Solomon found in Scripture speak about his great wisdom, but yet he commits terrible sins. No man can bear good fruit on a bad tree, or bad fruit on a good tree. Mt (7:18) No man, including Solomon has the ability to practice virtue and deadly sin at the same time. Thus, Solomon, depending on the story, spans the spectrum from the most virtuous, the Mother of Jesus, to the elect rescued during the forth watch.   
2) “Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord”. The “house” spoken about here is Solomon’s Temple in the City of Jerusalem. In the same way, each of us has been invited to build a “house” for the Lord. Our souls can be likened to a “house” or “temple”. Our souls have three parts, memory, understanding and heart. It is our duty to fill our memories with the emotions of Christ. Our understandings must reflect, contemplate and meditate upon the verses found in Scripture that reveal the emotions of Jesus. And our hearts must appreciate and value the compassion Jesus has for each of us.
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Solomon’s Temple
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Solomon’s Temple.
3) “The Lord appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon”. The town of Gibeon is seven miles to the north of Jerusalem. It was here that the Lord appeared to Solomon, the first time, in a dream. 1 Kgs (3:5) Before Solomon’s Temple was built, Solomon, and all the assembly with him, went to the high place that was Gibeon; for the tent of meeting of God, which Moses the servant of the Lord had made in the wilderness, was there. 2 Chron (1:3) The Lord appeared to Solomon a second time, in Jerusalem, in a dream after the Temple had been completed.  
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4) “And the Lord said to Solomon, “I have heard your prayer and your supplication, which you have made before Me”. This prayer can be found in 1 Kgs (8:28). Basically this prayer said, “Listen to the petitions of Your people. If Your people Israel sin against You and if they return to You listen and forgive the sin of Your people Israel. To the foreigner, likewise, who is not of Your people Israel, but comes from a distant land to honor You, listen from Your heavenly dwelling. My dear brothers, Solomon’s intercessory prayer and our intercessory prayers are most pleasing to God. As the Apostle John says, God is love. If we love one another, we will intercede for one another. It’s very important to know that God will always listen to our intercessory prayers. 

5) “I (I refers to God.) have consecrated this house which you have built, and put My Name there forever; My eyes and My heart will be there for all time”. In the same way that Solomon built an earthly temple, the Mother of Jesus built a spiritual Temple. When God says that His Name, His eyes, and His ears are in this Temple forever, God is referring to His Seven Spirits. But since God’s joy is to dwell with men and not within stonewalls, this passage is speaking about our Holy Mother. We ourselves can also take part in this blessing through our intercessions. It’s our spiritual concern for one another that can be likened to building a temple for God.

6) “And as for you, (You refers to Solomon.) if you will walk before Me, as David your father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing according to all that I have commanded you, and keeping My statutes and My ordinances, then I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father, saying, ‘You shall always have someone from your line on the throne of Israel’”. In the same way that the eldest son of a king is given the throne after his father dies, our virtuous actions can be likened to our son’s and will be given kingship in the Kingdom of God.
7) “But if you turn aside from following Me, you or your child-ren, and do not keep My Commandments and My statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods and worship them, then I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given them; and the house which I have consecrated for My Name I will cast out of My sight; and Israel will become a proverb and a byword among all peoples”. These warnings apply to us as well if we fail to be obedient to God’s Commandments and His statutes. The “house” is a reference to the Temple in Jerusalem and can be likened to our souls. At our baptisms, our souls were cones-crated in God’s Name. And those who fail their spiritual obligations will have no reason to live forever.  

The Final Test: The Book of Joel, Chapter One.

Little is known about the prophet Joel. He was the son of Pethuel, but nothing is known about Pethuel. It most be noted that Scripture says also nothing about when he lived. Joel was likely from Judah and, due to his multitude of references to Jerusalem, lived in Jerusalem. The word of the Lord came to Joel, and Joel wrote down what he had seen and understood. Joel narrates in the present tense as if he is witnessing first hand. This is the case, because he is seeing a vision of the future.  

 
 Jl 1:1 The word of the Lord that came to Joel, the son of Pethuel: 

1:2 Hear this, you aged men, (elders) give ear, all inhabitants of the land! Has such a thing happened in your days, or in the days of your fathers? 

1:3 Tell your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children another generation. 

1:4 What the cutting locust left, the swarming locust has eaten. What the swarming locust left, the hopping locust (grasshopper) has eaten, and what the hopping locust left, the destroying locust has eaten. 

1:5 Awake, you drunkards, and weep; and wail, all you drinkers of wine, lament for the new wine: it has been snatched from your lips.

1:6 For a nation has come up against my (My refers to Joel.) land, powerful and without number; its teeth are lions’ teeth, and it has the fangs of a lioness. 

1:7 It has laid waste my vines, and splintered my fig trees; it has stripped off their bark and thrown it down; their branches are made white. 

1:8 Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the bridegroom of her youth. 

1:9 The cereal offering and the drink offering are cut off from the house of the Lord. The priests mourn, the ministers of the Lord. 

1:10 The fields are laid waste, the ground mourns; because the grain is destroyed, the wine fails, the oil languishes.  

1:11 Be confounded, O tillers of the soil, wail, O vinedressers, for the wheat and the barley; because the harvest of the field has perished. 

1:12 The vine withers, the fig tree languishes. Pomegranate, palm, and apple, all the trees of the field are withered; and gladness fails from the sons of men. 

1:13 Gird on sackcloth and lament, O priests, wail, O ministers of the altar. Go in, pass the night in sackcloth, O ministers of my God! Because cereal offering and drink offering are withheld from the house of your God. 

1:14 Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly. Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to the house of the Lord your God; and cry to the Lord. 

1:15 Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is near, and as destruction from the Almighty it comes. 

1:16 Is not the food cut off before our eyes, joy and gladness from the house of our God? 

1:17 The seed shrivels under the clods, the storehouses are desolate; the granaries are ruined because the grain has failed. 

1:18 How the beasts groan! The herds of cattle are perplexed because there is no pasture for them; even the flocks of sheep are dismayed. 

1:19 Unto You, O Lord, I cry. For fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and flame has burned all the trees of the field. 

1:20 Even the wild beasts cry to You because the water brooks are dried up, and fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness.

1) “You aged men”. A man that has grown old should possess wisdom; and that wisdom should be the thoughts and emotions of Jesus.  But Joel is rebuking the elders because of their worldly wisdom.    

2) “Has such a thing happened in your days, or in the days of your fathers”? The question is this, what event is Joel speaking about? Joel answers with a riddle, “What the cutting locust left, the swarming locust has eaten. What the swarming locust left, the hopping locust has eaten, and what the hopping locust left, the destroying locust has eaten”. Four types of locust are mentioned, the cutter, locust, grasshopper, and devourer. In Hebrew there are nine different names for locusts. Knowing this, we can infer that the Hebrews suffered many plagues from locusts. Since the Hebrews were well aware of the damages caused by locusts, God uses them to describe spiritual destruction. But spiritual destruction does not come all at once, but rather in stages. As the Book of Wisdom says, “Therefore you punish offenders little by little, warns them, and remind them of the sins they are committing, that they may abandon their wickedness and believe in You”. Wis (12:2) So I ask you, what is destroyed in stages? My answer to you is this, our ability to practice the good. Slowly, like a field of grain that is devastated by different waves of locusts, a man loses the ability to practice the virtues.

3) “Awake, you drunkards, and weep; and wail, all you drinkers of wine”. This line is a warning to all those that are drunk on the pleasures of the world. The warning is to wakeup from such foolishness.
4) “For a nation has come up against my land, powerful and without number; its teeth are lions’ teeth, and it has the fangs of a lioness”. This line refers to the power given to our accusers. This power can only be described by using things that we understand.
5) “Gird on sackcloth and lament, O priests, wail, O ministers of the altar”. Sackcloth is a coarse cloth of goat or camel's hair or of flax, or hemp. Wearing sackcloth causes discomfort to the skin. If a man were to wear sackcloth, his body would be constantly reminded that this cloth was irritating the skin. By wearing sackcloth, it keeps his mind focused on the devastation. As for us, using and maximizing the three powers of our being, memory, understanding and love, we should be reflecting, pondering and contemplating our brother’s downfall. The three powers of our being can be likened to the “priests” that offer intercessions in the temple. Alas, we should also be wailing and lamenting within our souls.       
6) “Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly. Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to the house of the Lord your God; and cry to the Lord”. The prophet Joel understands clearly the destruction and how devastating it is. Thus he calls out for men to acknowledge the destruction and lament deeply about the ruin. Cry out to the Lord, he says. But be sure your fasts are without sin (Sanctify) and your assembly is serious and somber. (Solemn) Gather the elders or in other words gather together the sum of your knowledge on how to intercede for others.
7) “Unto You, O Lord, I cry. For fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and flame has burned all the trees of the field”. As a parent is devastated when one of their children dies, we should have the same emotion when we realize the multitude of men will fail their Final Tests. Scripture uses the prophet Joel and his description of Jerusalem’s destruction to mot-ivate and value our brother’s spiritual well-being. Joel’s concern for Jerusalem should awaken our concern for one another.         

The Final Test: The Book of Joel, Chapter Two.

Jl 2:1 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on My Holy Mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the Day of the Lord is coming, it is near,

2:2 a Day of darkness and gloom, a Day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people; their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them through the years of all generations.

2:3 Fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns. The land is like the Garden of Eden before them, but after them a desolate wilderness, and nothing escapes them.

2:4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses, and like war horses they run. 

2:5 As with the rumbling of chariots, they leap on the tops of the mountains, like the crackling of a flame of fire devouring the stubble, like a powerful army drawn up for battle. 

2:6 Before them peoples are in anguish, all faces grow pale. 

2:7 Like warriors they charge, like soldiers they scale the wall. They march each on his way; they do not swerve from their paths.

2:8 They do not jostle one another, each marches in his path; they burst through the weapons and are not halted. 

2:9 They leap upon the city, they run upon the walls; they climb up into the houses, they enter through the windows like a thief.

2:10 The earthquakes before them, the heavens tremble. The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining.

2:11 The Lord utters His Voice before His army, for His many is exceedingly great; he (He refers to your accusers.) that executes His word is powerful. For the Day of the Lord is great and very terrible, who can endure it?

1) “Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on My Holy Mountain”! My dear brothers, this line is a reference to Jerusalem. And the destruction of Jerusalem is analogy about a man that fails his Final Test. So you see, we each have a spiritual obligation to sound the alarm. 

2) “Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble”. The inhabitants of the land refer to the worldly that lived life in the flesh rather than the spirit. You see in the being, man is made from clay, that is, earth and water. Without the water of God’s word, man is nothing but earth.
3) For the Day of the Lord is coming, it is near”. This line is a reference to our deaths and our Final Tests.

4) “A Day of darkness and gloom, a Day of clouds and thick darkness”. It’s no joke, my dear brothers, a storm waits beyond the horizon, and yes our enemies are on their way.
Brothers, ignorance, anger and revenge can be likened to darkness. The light can be likened to spiritual knowledge, love and compassion.
5) “Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains”. An arrogant spirit is depicted in Scripture as a mountain or other tall objects, such as, walls around a city or towering cedar trees. Always remember, an arrogant spirit feels safe in its beliefs and fails to seek the Lord with a whole heart.
6) “A great and powerful people”. God has empowered our fallen brothers. The Lord has made everything for His own ends, even the wicked for the evil day. Prv (16:4)
7) “Their like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them through the years of all generations”. You see when a soul passes through his Final Test, this occurs only once. The promise is this, pass your Final Test, and you will never be tested again.
8) “Fire” refers to our accusers accusations. The Apostle James says that the tongue is a fire. Jas (3:6)
9) “Behind them a flame burns” refers to the fatalities caused by their accusations. The enemies’ accusations fatally burned their victims. 

10) “The wall” is a reference to a man’s arrogance. During life, this wall prevented the word of the Lord from reaching their hearts. But at their Final Tests, a man’s enemies will scale the walls. Yes his enemies’ accusations will penetrate deep into the heart.

11) The city, and the houses symbolize a man’s soul.

12) The thief symbolizes the unexpect-ed disaster.

13) “Earthquake” symbolizes the emotional terror experienced by the condemned. Let me explain myself, man is made from clay and without the water; you have only earth. Yes, earth is what you have if you forsake the living waters of God’s word. So you see, the earth refers to the man who lived life in the flesh. Behold, their refuge of lies will be shaken. It seemed to them that their way of living was right, but at their Final Tests, they will see their crimes. Do not forget, without God’s word working in our lives, we are nothing but earth!
14) The sun can be likened to Christ. In the same way that the sun gives light and thus beauty to the earth, the Seven Spirits of God give beauty and light to our souls.

15) The moon can be likened to His Mother. She is the brightest light other than the sun. The Mother of Jesus possesses more of God’s Seven Spirits than all of the Angels and Saints combined.

16) The stars can be likened to the 144,000 and to the Holy Angels. When it says that the sun and moon are darkened, this line informs us that a man has failed his Final Test. Let me explain, if a man forsakes the Lord’s Mercy, and wishes to no longer live, no one will come to rescue or comfort him.
17) “The Lord utters His Voice before His army”. God is in total control, He has empowered an army and the armies of hell He calls His army.

18) “For the Day of the Lord is great and very terrible, who can endure it”? Take my advice; engrave the thoughts and feelings Jesus upon your minds. Then, if we are sincere, Jesus will engrave His thoughts upon our hearts. 

My dear brothers, the remaining verses in the Book of Joel, chapter two, verses 12 though 29, can be found can be found in the section called: Victory: The Book Of Joel, Chapter Two.

The Final Test: The Book Of Habakkuk, Chapter One. 

A man named Habakkuk is given a vision from God. After seeing the visions, Habakkuk has some questions and God answers these questions. Scripture doesn’t say if Habakkuk went out publicly and preached. Since the visions in which he received were about an enemy called the Chaldeans, it would be reasonable that he lived in Jerusalem or Judah prior to Jerusalem’s destruction. Scripture doesn’t say if Habakkuk conversed with Jeremiah or the kings of Judah or Jerusalem’s people. Simply we have the writings of a man that foresaw the future. 

Hab 1:1 The revelation which Habakkuk the prophet received in vision.
1:2 How long, O LORD? I cry for help but You do not listen! I cry out to You, “Violence!”  but You do not intervene.

1:3 Why do You let me see ruin; why must I look at misery? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflicts arise.

1:4 So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted.

1:5 (The Lord speaks to Habakkuk.) Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For I am doing a work in your days that you would not believe if told. 

1:6 For lo, I am rousing the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, who march through the breadth of the earth, to seize habitations not their own. 

1:7 Dread and terrible are they; their justice and dignity proceed from themselves.

1:8 Their horses are swifter than leopards, more fierce than the evening wolves; their horsemen press arrogantly on. Yea, their horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swift to devour. 

1:9 They all come for violence; terror of them goes before them. They gather captives like sand.

1:10 At kings they scoff, and of rulers they make sport. They laugh at every fortress, for they heap up earth and take it. 

1:11 Then they sweep by like the wind and go on, guilty men, whose own might is their god!
1:12 (Habakkuk responds to the Lord.) Are you not from eternity, O LORD, my Holy God, immortal? O LORD You have marked him for judgment, O Rock, You have readied him for punishment!
1:13 Too pure are Your eyes to look upon evil, and the sight of misery You cannot endure. Why, then, do You look on the treacherous and are silent when the wicked swallow those more righteous than they?

1:14 You have made man like the fish of the sea, like creeping things without a ruler.
1:15 He (Chaldeans) brings them all up with his hook, he hauls them away with his net, he gathers them in his seine; and so he rejoices and exults. 

1:16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net and burns incense to his seine; for by them he lives in luxury, and his food is rich.
1:17 Is he then to keep on emptying his net, and mercilessly slaying nations forever?

1) “How long, O LORD? I cry for help but You do not listen! I cry out to You, “Violence!”  But You do not intervene. Why do You let me see ruin; why must I look at misery? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflicts arise”. The visions that Habakkuk sees are the actual destruction of Judah and Jerusa-lem. In the same way that Judah and Jerusalem were destroyed, many men will be devoured by their accusers at their Final Tests.

2) “So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted”. When Habakkuk writes these words, he considers the people of Judah and Jerusalem as righteous and the enemy as wicked. With this concept in his mind, he complains that God’s justice is perverted. But God responds to Habakkuk by saying, “Behold, he whose soul is not upright in him shall fail, but the just shall live by his faith”. Hab (2:4) So you see, Habakkuk was given a vision, but not an explanation of the vision. His assessment of the vision was incorrect and God corrected him.
3) “Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For I am doing a work in your days that you would not believe if told”. In the same way the people of Judah and Jerusalem believed that God would protect them from their enemies, people today feel no danger. It will be very hard for them to take seriously the Final Test.

4) “For lo, I am rousing the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, who march through the breadth of the earth, to seize habitations not their own”. Historically speaking, Chaldeans were the inhabitants in South Babylonia, later used to denote Babylonia as a whole. Notice how God empowers them by rousing them. In the same way that God had roused the Chaldeans, God will empower the armies of hell. In hell, our fallen brothers are bitter, angry and envious. For you see, God took away everything they loved. Nothing is more ugly and nasty as revenge. They will blame us for their demise and seek our downfall.  
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5) “Their justice and dignity proceed from themselves”. Behold how revenge and anger will distort justice. Our enemies will stop at nothing, including bearing false witness. Their goal is for us to fall into depression and desire death.

6) “They gather captives like sand”. As Scripture warns us, many are invited, but few are chosen. Mt (22:14) I assure you, the warnings are real.
7) “At kings they scoff”. When we make one thing more important than our brother’s spiritual well-being, that passion can be likened to a king that rules over us. When we rely on our passions and appetites as our strength, we will find them useless at our Final Tests.

8) “They laugh at every fortress.” You see during life, man has made life a plaything, a holiday for gain. His flesh feels no danger and he says to himself; “I shall remain always, a sovereign mistress for-ever! Is (47:7) In another words, a fortress represents safety, yes the feeling that comes when one believes in his own thoughts.

9) “The sight of misery You cannot endure”. It is true, my dear brothers, Jesus weighed this sorrow in His Heart. For His anguish can’t be measured on scales, it outweighs the sands of the sea. Jb (6:2) His agony existed every night, for He experienced the depressions of humanity. On the night of His Crucifixion, He experienced the total sum of every man’s depressions.

10) “Why, then, do You look on the treacherous and are silent when the wicked swallow those more righteous than they”? Habakkuk can’t understand why the Lord does nothing to save those who are less wicked from the clutches of the wicked. Habakkuk has made an error in his reasoning. Remember, we are a sum of our previous actions. Those who have or will fail their Final Tests are guilty of gross transgressions against the Natural Law and Written Laws.

11) “You have made man like the fish of the sea, like creeping things without a ruler”. If a man in his arrogance abandons the Com-mandments, he truly has no ruler other than his passions. Liken such a man as a fish that will soon be caught by the hook.
12) “Seine” a large net with sinkers on one edge and floats on the other that hangs vertically in the water and is used to enclose fish when its ends are pulled together.

13) “His food is rich”. This verse refers to the “joy” of our accusers when a man fails his Final Test.

14) “Is he then to keep on emptying his net, and mercilessly slaying nations forever”? Christ has made us a promise, “Blest too are the sorrowing; they shall be consoled.” Mt (5:4) The question is; do we take advantage of the power Christ has given to us? Will we lay down our lives down for one another? Truly, we have been given the power to stop the slaughter. But who is willing to set aside his passions and appetites for the sake of his brother? 

The Final Test: The Book of Zephaniah, Chapter One. 

Zephaniah lived during the reign of King Josiah, who ruled over Jerusalem and Judah. The prophecies of Zephaniah came before that of Jeremiah’s prophesies.
Zep 1:1 The word of the Lord which came to Zephaniah the son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.  

1:2 “I will utterly sweep away everything from the face of the earth,” says the Lord. 

1:3 “I will sweep away man and beast; I will sweep away the birds of the air and the fish of the sea. I will overthrow the wicked; I will cut off mankind from the face of the earth,” says the Lord. 

1:4 “I will stretch out My hand against Judah, and against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and I will destroy from this place the last visible sign of Baal, the very names of his priests; 

1:5 those who bow down on the roofs to the host of the heavens; those who bow down and swear to the Lord and yet swear by Milcom; 

1:6 those who have turned back from following the Lord, who do not seek the Lord or inquire of Him.” 

1:7 Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the Day of the Lord is at hand; yes, the LORD has prepared a slaughter feast, He has consecrated His guests. 

1:8 And on the Day of the Lord’s sacrifice— “I will punish the officials and the king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 

1:9 On that Day I will punish every one who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud.”

1:10 “On that Day,” says the Lord, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 

1:11 Wail, O inhabitants of the Maktesh! For all the traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off. 

1:12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men who are thickening upon their lees, those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he do ill.’ 

1:13 Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.” 

1:14 The great Day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the Day of the Lord is bitter, the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. 

1:15 A Day of wrath is that Day, a Day of distress and anguish, a Day of ruin and devastation, a Day of darkness and gloom, a Day of clouds and thick darkness, 

1:16 a Day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 

1:17 I will bring distress on men, so that they shall walk like the blind, because they have sinned against the Lord; their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 

1:18 Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them on the Day of the wrath of the Lord. In the fire of His jealous wrath, all the earth shall be consumed; for a full, yea, sudden end He will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

1) “I will utterly sweep away everything from the face of the earth.” What will a man do when the Lord takes away everything he loves? 

2) “I will cut off mankind from the face of the earth”. Know the warning, after death; man will no longer be able to enjoy his passions and appetites. Cut off from the world’s glitter, what will he do?

3) “Baal” means lord. We can liken our passions and appetites as “Baals” if we allow them to rule over us.

4) “Milcom” is the national deity of the Ammonites. And the Ammon-ites are descendants of Ammon, the son of Lot. It can be shown that Ammonites represent the deadly spirit of arrogance.

5) “Those who bow down and swear to the Lord and yet swear by Milcom”. Jesus warns us about those that think themselves religious. ‘Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your Name, and cast out demons in Your Name, and do many mighty works in Your Name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you evildoers.’ Mt (7:21)
Brothers, it can be shown the descendants of Ammon, called the Ammonites, represent the deadly spirit of arrogance. I say it with such sadness, most men in their arrogance create God to fit their passions and pleasures of various kinds. With their lips they praise God, but with their hearts they worship Milcom.
6) “Who do not seek the Lord or inquire of Him”. My warning to you is this, if a man fails to seek the Lord and investigate His will, he most certainly will fail his Final Test.

Mt 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 

7:8 For every one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 
7) “Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the Day of the Lord is at hand; yes, the LORD has prepared a slaughter feast, He has conse-crated His guests”. “Silence”, the Final Test that has been arranged and is not a topic of argument. His justice demands the Final Test and those who disagree with God’s Plan will be silenced.

8) “Maktesh” A site in Jerusalem or near by, its exact location is unknown. The name means ‘mortar’ or ‘trough’.
9) “I will punish the men who are thickening upon their lees”. This line is a reference to those men who are complacent. The word “lees” means protecting shelter.

10) “Those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he do ill.’ This line is a reference to those men that think that their actions will cause neither judgment nor reward. But how mistaken that they are, for every action is judged or rewarded immediately. Truly, the spirits in which we possess are a sum of our previous actions.

11) “Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them”. After death, our passions and appetites will come to an end. Our means to fulfill them will be taken away.

12) “The great Day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast”. This Day is much nearer to some than to others. For those that die today, the great Day of the Lord has arrived. 

13) “The sound of the Day of the Lord is bitter, the mighty man shall cry there bitterly”. The Day of the Lord is bitter because a man’s conscience is awaked. What will we do when heaven and earth reveals our acts of callousness? Mighty men can be likened to men that believe in their own thoughts. They created God in their own image. Thus the emotion of shock will overcome them when they find God far different than what they had thought.

14) “A Day of wrath is that Day, a Day of distress and anguish”. Unex-pected did this Day come; this alone would cause distress. The fear of punishment will cause unimaginable anguish and sorrow.

15) “A Day of ruin and devastation”. If God were to take away everything in which we loved, is this not ruin and devastation?

16) “A Day of darkness and gloom, a Day of clouds and thick darkness”. A life without love; is a life that has no beauty. In the same way that light gives beauty to the earth, loving others gives beauty to our lives. If depression over takes us, expect a world of complete darkness; yes an existence without love.

17) “A Day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements”. After death, God will call the armies of hell to destroy every arrogant man. On this Day his fortified walls, yes his personal beliefs will fall.

18) “I will bring distress on men, so that they shall walk like the blind, because they have sinned against the Lord”. In the world in which we live, a blind man is helpless in many ways. We can liken such helplessness to the helplessness felt by those who will fail their Final Tests.

19) “Their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung”. Blood is a symbol for life. When a soul desires death, we can liken this to his blood being spilled upon the ground. And how is his blood poured out upon the ground?  Accusations can be likened to swords. The sword of an accusation will pierce a man through.  

20) “Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them on the Day of the wrath of the Lord”. When a man makes his life a holiday for personal gain, his toil will come to nothing. The purpose of life is to experience spiritual compassion for all men. Silver and gold directly oppose everlasting love.

21) “In the fire of His jealous wrath, all the earth shall be consumed; for a full, yea, sudden end He will make of all the inhabitants of the earth”. The flesh is made from clay. If the water is removed from the clay we have only earth. And so it happens to those who remove the word of God from their lives. God will show no pity or mercy. He shall consume the “earth”; yes He shall consume all those that have removed His words from their lives.          

The Final Test: The Gospel Of Mark, Chapter Thirteen.

Mk 13:1 As Jesus was making His way out of the Temple area one of His disciples said to Him, “Look, teacher, what stones and what buildings!”
13:2 Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be one stone left upon another that will not be thrown down.”

13:3 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple area, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked Him privately,

13:4 “Tell us, when will this happen, and what sign will there be when all these things are about to come to an end?”
13:5 Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one deceives you.

13:6 Many will come in My Name saying, ‘I am He,’ and they will deceive many.

13:7 When you hear of wars and reports of wars do not be alarmed; such things must happen, but it will not yet be the end.

13:8 Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes from place to place and there will be famines. These are the begin-nings of the labor pains.

13:9 “Watch out for yourselves. They will hand you over to the courts. You will be beaten in synagogues. You will be arraigned before governors and kings because of Me, as a witness before them.

13:10 But the Gospel must first be preached to all nations.

13:11 When they lead you away and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say. But say whatever will be given to you at that hour. For it will not be you who are speaking but the Holy Spirit.

13:12 Brother will hand over brother to death, and the father his child; children will rise up against parents and have them put to death. 

13:13 You will be hated by all because of My Name. But the one who perseveres to the end will be saved.
13:14 “When you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let the reader understand), then those in Judea must flee to the mountains,

13:15 (and) a person on a housetop must not go down or enter to get anything out of his house,

13:16 and a person in a field must not return to get his cloak.

13:17 Woe to pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days.

13:19 For those times will have Tribulation such as has not been since the beginning of God’s creation until now, nor ever will be.

13:20 If the Lord had not shortened those days, no one would be saved; but for the sake of the elect whom He chose, He did shorten the days.

13:18 Pray that this does not happen in winter.

13:21 If anyone says to you then, ‘Look, here is the Messiah! Look, there he is!’ do not believe it.

13:22 False messiahs and false prophets will arise and will perform signs and wonders in order to mislead, if possible, the elect.

13:23 Be watchful! I have told it all to you beforehand.

13:24 “But in those Days after that Tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,

13:25 and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

13:26 And then they will see the Son of man coming in clouds with great power and glory.

1) “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be one stone left upon another that will not be thrown down.” In this verse, Jesus is referring the destruction of a soul, not the future destruction of Jerusalem caused by the Roman Empire.

2) “See that no one deceives you”. Let the world know, at our Final Tests, our accusers will do everything in their power to deceive us. Driven by their anger and revenge, they will leave no stone unturned. In their hate they will cause most men to fall into depression. Our accusers will profess loudly; “God will not save that one.” Ps (3:3)
3) “Many will come in My Name saying, ‘I am He”. As we know, Jesus is also called our Savior. And the dictionary defines Savior as one that saves from danger or destruction. Since Jesus foretold that many would come in His Name, then expect many “false saviors”. A story found in the Book of Isaiah, chapter thirty-six, will clarify ‘I am He”. In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went on an expedition against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. After his victories, the king of Assyria sent his commander with a great army and surrounded Jerusalem. The Assyria commander having a superior army demanded that the city of Jerusalem surrender. He spoke with Jerusalem’s leaders and threatened them and their people with having to eat their own excrement and drink their own urine. Then the commander cried out in a loud voice so that those in the city could hear. “Listen to the words of the great king, the king of Assyria. Thus says the king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, since he cannot deliver you. Let not Hezekiah induce you to rely on the LORD, saying, “The LORD will surely save us; this city will not be handed over to the king of Assyria.”’ Do not listen to Hezekiah, for the king of Assyria says: ‘Make peace with me and surrender! Then each of you will eat of his own vine and of his own fig tree, and drink the water of his own cistern, until I come to take you to a land like your own, a land of grain and wine, of bread and vineyards. Do not let Hezekiah seduce you by saying, “The LORD will save us.” Has any of the gods of the nations ever rescued his land from the hand of the king of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? Where are the gods of Samaria? Have they saved Samaria from my hand? Which of all the gods of these lands ever rescued his land from my hand? Will the LORD then save Jerusalem from my hand?’” But Jerusalem’s leaders remained silent and did not answer him one word, for the king had ordered them not to answer him.

Brothers, in the same way that the king of Assyria said, ‘Make peace with me and surrender’; our accusers at our Final Tests will say the same thing. They will threaten us with punishment if we don’t surrender. They will entice us with a land of milk and honey if we do. ‘Your God can’t save you’, they will say. They will give us examples of the “gods” that failed to save those that relied on them. Rely on us, our accusers will say, “I am he.”   

4) “And they will deceive many”. As Scripture says, “Many are invited, but few are chosen.” Mt (22:14) “How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few”. Mt (7:14)
5) “When you hear of wars and reports of wars do not be alarmed”. Each and everyone man will be subjected to the Final Test. “Such things must happen”. The term “war,” describes the destructive power associated with the Final Test. Jesus says to us, “Do not be alarmed”. Recall the words of John the Apostle, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and he who fears is not perfected in love”. 1 Jn (4:18) The point to be made is this; if a man fulfills his spiritual oblige-tions to his brothers, he will have nothing to fear or be alarmed about.
6) “When you hear of wars and reports of wars do not be alarmed, but it will not yet be the end”. The Final Test is not the end, but rather the beginning of other events after death.

7) “Nation will rise against nation”. In the same way that the nation of Babylon attacked the nation of Judah, our enemies from hell will come and accuse us. Each of us can be considered a nation, for our actions are considered our off-spring. Thus we have a multitude of descendants. 

8) “Kingdom against kingdom”. The dictionary defines “kingdom” as the realm in which God's will is fulfilled. But the question is, what is God’s will? My answer to you is this; the will of God is for us to experience spiritual compassion for all men. The Pharisees asked Jesus when the Kingdom of God was coming, and Jesus answered them, “The Kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed nor will they say, ‘Lo, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the Kingdom of God is in within you”. Lk (17:20) Simply, the Kingdom of God occurs within us when we experience the sorrows of Jesus and His Mother. As Scripture says, when face is sad, the heart grows wiser. The Kingdom that opposes the Kingdom of everlasting love is violence. And there is nothing more violent than to experience our accusers wrath at our Final Tests.

9) “There will be earthquakes from place to place”. Notice how the “earthquakes” will not be every-where, but place to place. “Earth-quake” symbolizes the emotional terror experienced by the con-demned. Let me explain, man is made from clay and without the water; you have only earth. Yes, earth is what you have if you forsake the living waters of God’s word. So you see, the earth refers to the man who lived life in the flesh. Behold, their refuge of lies will be shaken. It seemed to them that their way of living was right, but at their Final Tests, they will see their acts of callousness. Do not forget, without God’s word working in our lives, we are nothing but earth!

10) “There will be famines”. Yes, days are coming, says the Lord GOD, when I will send famine upon the land: not a famine of bread, or thirst for water, but for hearing the word of the LORD. Am (8:11) So I say to you, know the warning. When a man fails his Final Test, he has no reason to live another moment.

11) “These are the beginnings of the labor pains”. Our Final Tests don’t end quickly. For example, Babylon Empire laid siege on Jerusalem for 2½ years before Babylon defeated her. In the same way, most men will experience an extremely long siege.

12) “They will hand you over to the courts”. I want you to know, our Final Tests can be likened to a trial. Our fallen brothers are empowered by God, and they will come from hell to accuse us. 
13) “You will be beaten in synagogues”. The synagogue is a designated place of prayer, reading of Scripture, preaching, and teach-ing. Behold how the elect will remain silent before their accusers, even when the intensity of their accusations can be likened to a beating. In silence, the elect will petition God for His help.
14) “You will be arraigned before governors and kings because of Me, as a witness before them”.  Governors and kings symbolize the power that God has given our enemies. At the proper time, Christ will inspire the elect and they will give witness to the word of God. See this chapter, Victory: The Holy Spirit Will Inspire You What To Say.
15) “But the Gospel must first be preached to all nations”. At their Final Tests, the elect will be inspired by the Holy Spirit to give testimony before their accusers. Before this can happen, God’s justice requires that the elect must have preached the Gospel during the daytime of life. So I ask you, have you fulfilled your spiritual obligations by preaching to those who are enslaved to sin? Christ has warned us about the man who does not gather, thus he scatters. Lk (11:23) We have spiritual oblige-tions; accept the debt that binds us to love one another. Rom (13:8)
16) “When they lead you away and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say”. Jesus is speaking to the elect, and not to the damned.

17) “But say whatever will be given to you at that hour. For it will not be you who are speaking but the Holy Spirit”. The man that fails his Final Test will seek death because of his suicidal depression. Not so for the elect, for the elect will be given words of wisdom to respond to their accusers. Yes, they will speak about the love that they have experienced from Jesus, through His Mother and the 144,000. See this chapter Victory: The Holy Spirit Will Inspire You What To Say.
18) “Brother will hand over brother”. Recall the words of Jesus. “Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; My mission is to spread, not peace, but division. For I have come to set a man at odds his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. In short, to make a man’s enemies those of his household”. Mt (10:34) As I have said to you before, our accusers will be our relatives, friends and neighbors.
19) “You will be hated by all because of My Name. But the one who perseveres to the end will be saved”. To be hated by all is a reference to the armies of hell that will surround us at our Final Tests. The man that does not despair, and values the love that Jesus gives witness too though His Mother and the 144,000, will have a reason to live forever. 
20) “Desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be.” This line is a reference to the Temple in Jerusalem. The words “desolating sacrilege” denote pagan idolatry and its abdominal practices. This is so detestable that it causes the temple to be abandoned and left desolate. Speaking spiritually however, the desolating sacrilege occurs when a man falls into suicidal depression. As a consequence God will abandon this man’s “temple”.
21) ““When you see the desolating sacrilege set up where it ought not to be (let the reader understand), then those in Judea must flee to the mountains, (and) a person on a housetop must not go down or enter to get anything out of his house, and a person in a field must not return to get his cloak.” Recall king Zedekiah, king of Jerusalem and Judah, who tried to flee the Babylonians. When the Babylon-ians breached the city walls, king Zedekiah, without delay, stopping for nothing, fled the city.  He was not successful however, because his enemies captured him. We can liken this story to those that will fail their Final Tests. The enemy will always capture the arrogant.

22) “Woe to pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days”. For a virtue to become a virtue, we must place it into action many times. Take for example the fruit of the olive tree. To become rich in olive oil it takes orchard after orchard of olives. Behold how Scripture symbolizes virtues that have not matured as “women who are pregnant or nursing at the breast”. In the Book of Revelation, Jesus warns us that He is coming like a thief. And He says, “Blessed is he who is awake, keeping his garments that he may not go naked and be seen exposed”! Simply, we are childless, poor and naked if have no virtues to display. But a warning is also given to those who have practiced the virtues imper-fectly and infrequently. (Pregnant women)

23) “For those times will have Tribulation (Final Test) such as has not been since the beginning of God’s creation until now, nor ever will be”. This verse applies to every man immediately after physical death. 
24) “If the Lord had not shortened those days, no one would be saved; but for the sake of the elect whom He chose, He did shorten the days”. The Apostle John said, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear because fear has to do with punishment, and so one who fears is not yet perfect in love”. 1 Jn (4:18) With this being said, the elect that need the purification of purgatory, truly have something to fear, for their love was imperfect. If their Final Tests had not been shortened, the emotion of depression would have overtaken them. In other words, the elect will not be shown the total number and gravity of their sins. This list is so long that unless the Lord had not hidden some of their sins, all men, except the 144,000, would have desired death. Purgatory is place where the elect slowly see their full lists of sins. 
25) “Pray that this does not happen in winter”. Can a man harvest a crop in the winter? If you have answered no, you have answered correctly. In the same way, such a man will fail his Final Test because he has no virtues to cultivate. For you see, a man must have placed a value on compassion for others. If he did not, he will never value Christ’s compassion shown to him. 
26) “If anyone says to you then, ‘Look, here is the Messiah! Look, there he is!’ Do not believe it. False messiahs and false prophets will arise and will perform signs and wonders in order to mislead, if possible, the elect”. In the same way that the Assyrian commander tried to persuade the leaders of Jerusalem to surrender, our accusers will cunningly mislead many to surrender, thus forsaking God’s mercy.

27) “Messiah” means ‘anointed’ and sent by God, and can be applied to any person. 
28) “False messiahs and false prophets”. At our Final Tests, our enemies will do everything they can to have us fall into depression. The false prophet within them will say to us, “God will not save you; your sins are to great!” Listen to what I am saying; our enemies will mislead us. We must persevere to the end, and this can only happen if we see a reason to live forever. 
29) “Will perform signs and wonders in order to mislead”. Our accusers have the power to lie, but they also have the power to reveal our inmost sins. Our enemies will bring to our attention sins that we thought were hidden from view. 
30) “If possible, the elect”. The word “elect” represents those that have or will be victorious at their Final Tests. I assure you, every man will be tested in the furnace of accusation, but only the elect will value the love of Jesus. Thus, you can say, the elect will not be deceived.

31) “Be watchful! I have told it all to you beforehand”. The dictionary defines “watchful” as promptness in meeting danger or in seizing opportunity, or stresses readiness. With this being said, our love must be perfect in order to meet the danger. Our accusers accusations will cause no fear if we have fulfilled our spiritual obligations.

32) The “Tribulation” is another name for the Final Test. The term “Final Test” comes from the Book of Matthew. Mt (13:16)
33) “But in those Days after that Tribulation the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken”. My son, say to My people, after a man fails his “Tribulation”, he will have no one to come to his aid. The 144,000 “nor” the Angels (stars) will help him. The moon, My faithful witness in the sky, who is My Mother will not free him from his enemies. The worldly spurned My compassion because they failed to value it. As I have already told you, they have no true sorrow for having ignored their spiritual responsibilities. True, there is sorrow for one’s own depression but no sorrow for the damage caused by their acts of callousness.
34) “And the powers in the heavens will be shaken”. The powers in heaven are God’s armies, Christ and His Mother, the 144,000, and the Holy Angels. The dictionary defines “shaken” in a number of ways. “To stir the feelings of” is the best definition. It should be no surprise that God is devastated when a soul is separated from Him. Even though losing a soul shakes God and heaven’s residents, the emotion that can be called sadness does not exist in heaven. However all in heaven recognize the loss. 

35) “And then they will see the Son of man coming in clouds with great power and glory”. Our accusers have only a season to accuse. After every man as been subjected to the Final Test, our accusers will have no one left to accuse. On this Day called the Second Woe, Christ and the armies of heaven (The 144,000 and the Holy Angels.) will come in clouds with great power and glory. For you see, our accusers will be punished for having shed each other’s spiritual blood. Recall to your minds how Caiaphas, the high priest, demanded Jesus to tell him if He was the Messiah, the Son of God. And also recall how Jesus said to him in reply, “You have said so. But I tell you: From now on you will see ‘the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power’ and ‘coming on the clouds of heaven.’” Jesus said these words to inform us how Caiaphas would fail his Final Test and he would have to face Jesus a second time at the Second Woe.

The Final Test: The Book of Revelation, Fifth Trumpet, First Woe.

In the Book of Revelation when the Angel of the Lord blows the fifth trumpet, this trumpet blast describes the Final Test.

Rev 9:1 Then the fifth Angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. It was given the key for the passage to the abyss.

1) “Then the fifth Angel blew his trumpet”. The Angel and his trumpet is a way of saying that God has an announcement.
2) “I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth”. This star refers to Lucifer. In the Book of Revelation, a star can represent an angel. Rev (1:20)

Rev 1:20 As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lamp stands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches and the seven lamp stands are the seven churches.
3) “Abyss” can be defined as the abode of the dead, the place where evil spirits are confined. The “key” refers how God has given Lucifer control of Hell.

Rev 9:2 It (“It” refers to the star and the star is Lucifer) opened the passage to the abyss, and smoke came up out of the passage like smoke from a huge furnace. The sun and the air were darkened by the smoke from the passage. 

1) “The sun and the air were darkened by the smoke from the passage”. This line is a reference to our Final Tests. Notice how its smoke darkens the light. We can consider Lucifer’s lies as a smoke screen. 

Rev 9:3 Locusts came out of the smoke onto the land, and they were given the same power as scorpions of the earth.

1) “Locusts”. Scripture uses locust to represent our accusers. Why you ask? Behold, the assembly against us will be numerous. Jdg (6:5 & 7:12), Jdt (2:20) Ps (105:34), Jer (46:23, 51:14, & 51:27) and Na (3:17). 

2) “They were given the same power as scorpions of the earth”. Scor-pions are any arachnid of the order Scorpionida of which a dozen species are known in Palestine, most of which are the yellow variety Buthus quinquestriatus. They are mainly active at night and carry a stinger at the end of the tail by which they paralyze food and defend themselves. Spiritually speaking however, the scorpions represent the fallen angels. This is true because Jesus associated Satan with scorpions. Recall the words Jesus spoke to His Seventy disciples. “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall hurt you”. Lk (10:18)
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Scorpion

Rev 9:4 They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or any tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on their foreheads.
1) “They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or any tree”. Behold the analogy, green is the symbol for spiritual life. Simply, our accusers can’t harm those who are written in the book of life. Everlasting harm can only be done to those that have no reason to live another moment. 

Ps 92:12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

92:13 They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of our God.

92:14 They still bring forth fruit in old age, they are ever full of sap and green. 
Jer 17:7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 

17:8 He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.” 

Ps 52:7 “See the man who would not make God his refuge, but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and sought refuge in his wealth!”

52:8 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. I trust in the unmovable love of God forever and ever.
Prv 11:28 He who trusts in his riches will wither, but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf. 

Rev 9:5 They were not allowed to kill them but only to torment them for five months; the torment they inflicted was like that of a scorpion when it stings a person.

9:6 During that time these people will seek death but will not find it, and they will long to die but death will escape them.
1) “They were not allowed to kill them”. Those that fail their Final Tests fall into suicidal depression. They desire death, but are not allowed to cease to exist. 

2) “But only to torment them for five months”. The pain of depression can be so great, that a soul does not have the strength to rise up and become accusers. In fact, one quarter of all those that have or will fail their Final Tests will be in such severe pain that can’t serve as accusers. Their acts of callousness were so great, making their Final Test so severe that they can’t move because of the pain. These damned are in essence utterly consumed. In the Book of Revelation, it speaks about how power is given to hell itself over a fourth of its damned, to kill with sword, famine, pestilence and by Satan himself. Rev (6:8) Satan is represented as scorpions. It can be shown how five months represents the period called Third Kingdom.          

3) “During that time these people will seek death but will not find it”. When a man feels that he is no longer loved by anyone, he will fall into a deep depression. His depression will cause him to grow angry and his anger will drive out charity from within him. Without charity, his desire will be to die. His deepest longing is to cease to exist.  

Rev 9:7 The appearance of the locusts was like that of horses ready for battle. On their heads they wore what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces,

9:8 and they had hair like women’s hair. Their teeth were like lions’ teeth,

9:9 and they had chests like iron breastplates. The sound of their wings was like the sound of many horse-drawn chariots racing into battle.

1) The word “like” represents some-thing similar, but not the real thing.

2) “Gold crowns” symbolize the triumphs of our accusers over many.

3) “Human faces” refers to our accusers changed appearance.

4) “Women’s hair”. Hair is a symbol of strength; recall Samson’s strength? Jdg (16:17) The reason why Scripture uses woman’s hair is to depict the emotions of foolishness associated with Eve eating the fruit of the tree. On the other hand, baldness symbolizes weakness. (See Samson Jdg (16:19)) 

5) “Iron breastplates” and “chariots” symbolize strength. 

Rev 9:10 They had tails like scorpions, with stingers; with their tails they had power to harm people for five months. 

9:11 They had as their king the angel of the abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon and in Greek Apollyon. (Refers to Lucifer.)

9:12 The first woe has passed. There are still two woes to come.

Brothers, the three woes pertain only to those who have or will fail their Final Tests. The First Woe is a reference to failing the Final Test itself. At that time, the soul falls into suicidal depression. No longer will such a man be able to find peace and be comforted.

The Third Part Of Fatima’s Message. 

In the spring of 1916, an Angel appeared to three young children in Portugal. On three different occasions, an Angel came and his role was to prepare them for a visit from the Mother of Jesus. Our Holy Mother first appeared to them on May 13, 1917. She again spoke with the children on June 13, and again on July 13, August 19, Sept 13, and then again on Oct 13. Let me say this, the Fatima messages are very simple, the Blessed Virgin is asking us to intercede for one another, which is the same message of the Bible.  

On June 26, 2000, Pope John Paul II released the third part of the message that the Blessed Virgin gave to the three children on July 13, 1917. 
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Vatican Discloses 'Third Secret' of Fatima.

Brothers, sister Lucia was born on March 22, 1907. She is pictured with Pope John Paul II. At this meeting, the Pope disclosed the third part of our Lady’s message.

On Saturday, July 13, 1917, some 5,000 people joined the children in the field that day. As the children were praying the Rosary, a little white cloud descended. Our Lady appeared only to the children but bystanders sensed that something unusual was taking place. Seeing Our Lady, Lucia asked, "What do you want of me?” Our Lady responded, "I want you to come on the thirteenth day of next month and to continue to pray the Rosary every day in honor of Our Lady of the Rosary, in order to obtain peace for the world and the end of the war (Refers to World War I.) for She alone can help.” Lucia said, "I would like to ask who You are and to perform a miracle so that people will believe that you are appearing to us.” (As of yet Lucia didn’t know who this Lady was.) Our Lady replied, "Continue to come here every month. In October I will tell you who I am and what I desire. And I will perform a miracle so that everyone may see and believe.” Lucia then submitted petitions and prayer requests for Our Lady to present to God. Lucia then said, “Yes, she wants people to recite the Rosary. People must recite the Rosary.” Our Lady gravely said, "Sacrifice yourselves for sinners and say often, especially when you make some sacrifice, ‘O my Jesus, this is for love of You, for the conversion of sinners, and in reparation for the offenses committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary.’” At this point the children see a terrifying vision of Hell. [This vision was so real that the children later made severe sacrifices for the salvation of sinners.] Our Lady responded to the vision with sadness and tenderness, "You saw Hell where the souls of poor sinners go. In order to save sinners, God wishes to establish in the world devotion to My Immaculate Heart. If people do what I ask, many souls will be saved and there will be peace. "The war is going to end. But if people do not stop offending God, another, even worse one will begin in the reign of Pius XI. When you shall see a night illuminated by an unknown light know that this is the great sign that God gives you that He is going to punish the world for its many crimes by means of war, hunger, and persecution of the Church and the Holy Father. To prevent it, I shall come to ask for the conse-cration of Russia to My Immaculate Heart and the Communion of reparation on the first Saturdays. "If people attend to My requests, Russia will be converted and the world will have peace. If not, she [Russia] will scatter her errors through-out the world, provoking wars and persecutions of the Church. The good will be martyred, the Holy Father will have much to suffer, and various nations will be destroyed. "In the end My Immaculate Heart will triumph. The Holy Father will consecrate Russia to Me; it will be converted, and a certain period of peace will be granted to the world. In Portugal the dogmas of the Faith will always be kept” [at this point Lucia and Jacinta are given the Third Secret that was eventually given to the Pope and wasn’t revealed until June 26, 2000]. The Mother of Jesus continued by saying, "Do not tell this to anyone”. Lucia replied, can we tell Francisco? “Yes, you may tell him” [Lucia and Jacinta both saw and heard Our Lady but Francisco only saw the image of Blessed Virgin.]. "When you say the Rosary, say after each mystery: O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of Hell and lead all souls to Heaven, especially those most in need.” After a pause, Lucia asked, "Do you want anything more of me?” Our Lady replied, "No, today I want nothing else of you.” 

Lucia wrote down the third secret, sealed it, and entrusted it to Portugal's Bishop of Leiria, with instructions that it was not to be read until 1960. The Bishop turned the envelope over to the Vatican. Pope John XXIII reportedly opened the envelope when 1960 arrived, but refused to divulge its contents, saying, "This prophecy does not relate to my time." Pope John Paul II is said to have also read it, and refuses to reveal it on the grounds that its true spiritual message has been obscured by sensationalism. 

Pope John Paul II reveals the third Fatima message in which Sister Lucia had written down years before. It begins by saying, “We saw an Angel with a flaming sword in his left hand; flashing, it gave out flames that looked as though they would set the world on fire; but they died out in contact with the splendor that Our Lady radiated towards him from her right hand: pointing to the earth with his right hand, the Angel cried out in a loud voice: ‘Penance, Penance, Penance!'. And we saw in an immense light that is God: ‘something similar to how people appear in a mirror when they pass in front of it' a Bishop dressed in White ‘we had the impression that it was the Holy Father'. Other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious going up a steep mountain, at the top of which there was a big Cross of rough-hewn trunks as of a cork-tree with the bark; before reaching there the Holy Father passed through a big city half in ruins and half trembling with halting step, afflicted with pain and sorrow, he prayed for the souls of the corpses he met on his way; having reached the top of the mountain, on his knees at the foot of the big Cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows at him, and in the same way there died one after another the other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious, and various lay people of different ranks and positions. Beneath the two arms of the Cross there were two Angels each with a crystal aspersorium (vessel holding holy water) in his hand, in which they gathered up the blood of the Martyrs and with it sprinkled the souls that were making their way to God.
1) “We saw an Angel with a flaming sword in his left hand; flashing, it gave out flames that looked as though they would set the world on fire; but they died out in contact with the splendor that Our Lady radiated towards him from her right hand”.

a) “Flaming sword” refers to the power of God’s words, yes His reprimand.

Heb 4:12 Indeed, the word of God is living and effective, sharper than any two-edged sword. It penetrates and divides soul and Spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the reflections and thoughts of the heart.

b) “Left hand” is reserved for the damned. In the Book of judges, Ehud, Israel’s savior, with his left hand drew the dagger from his right thigh, and killed the fat Moabite king. Jdg (3:21) In the Book of Matthew, at the Final Judgment, Jesus will say to those at His left hand, “Depart from Me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels”. Mt (25:41)
c) “Right hand” is the power of God to save. It says in the Book of Psalms; “Fear not, I am with you; be not dismayed; I am your God. I will strengthen you, and help you, and uphold you with My right hand of justice”. Ps (41:10) 
2) “Pointing to the earth with his right hand, the Angel cried out in a loud voice: ‘Penance, Penance, Penance!'.

a) “Earth.” Man is made from clay and without the water; you have only earth. Yes, earth is what you have if you forsake the living waters of God’s word. In other words, you can liken the earth to a man who no longer has God’s word remaining in him.
b) “Penance.”  For a sin to be hated, our heart’s desire is to go back in time and undo the damage our sins have caused. But since this can’t occur, our hope relies on the Lord to undo the damage. True sorrow involves our tears and involves our time. Yes it involves restitution (penance); do you understand its meaning? Let me say this, if you have never cried over your sins, you have never hated your sins. My point to you is this, the only thing that we have that God values is our heart felt tears. This is the only penance that God requires. 

3) “And we saw in an immense light that is God: ‘something similar to how people appear in a mirror when they pass in front of it' a Bishop dressed in White ‘we had the impression that it was the Holy Father'.
a) “And we saw in an immense light that is God”. It says in the Book of Wisdom; “And knowing that I could not otherwise possess Wisdom except God gave it—and this, too, was prudence, to know whose is the gift. Wis (8:21) So the point to be made is this, God wants us to understand that He is in control of this message. 

b) “Something similar to how people appear in a mirror when they pass in front of it”. This line informs us that the vision was clearly seen, but the vision’s riddle was not understood.
c) “A Bishop dressed in White ‘we had the impression that it was the Holy Father”. As I have already said, the vision was clearly seen, but its riddle was obscured. The Bishop refers to the Bishop of Rome, the Pope. This Bishop doesn’t represent one particular man, but rather all Popes of the Catholic Church, past and present.  

4) “Other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious going up a steep mountain, at the top of which there was a big Cross of rough-hewn trunks as of a cork-tree with the bark”.

a) “Other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious”. This vision not only includes the Popes of the past and present, but also all Catholic clergy throughout time.

b) “Going up a steep mountain”. This journey is described as difficult. 
c) “The cork-tree with the bark”. Commercial Cork is harvested from an evergreen tree called the cork oak that grows in the western Mediterranean basin. These trees require a great deal of sun and an unusual combination of low rainfall and high humidity. The cork is formed from layers of extremely strong flexible cell walls that are waterproof and airtight. These cell walls remain attached to the tree after dying. The cork tree’s bark provides protection against droughts, brush fires, temperature fluctuations, and other environ-mental conditions. This means the species is well adapted to the Mediterranean climate and can survive the frequent forest fires. During a fire, the thick cork layer protects the most sensitive interior tissues of the tree in such a way that the tree does not die and shoots out again later. The cork tree has a life span of 300-400 years. The trees must be approx-imately fifty years of age before they can produce cork of a quality suitable for use in consumer goods, i.e. wine stoppers, flooring. Stripping is repeated every nine years. At no time is the tree stripped more than 50%. Harvest-ing of cork is not harmful to the tree. Once ready for harvest, which occurs during the months of June, July and August, workers strip the bark off the tree using long-handled hatchets. Oblong sections of bark are pried off the tree using the wedge –shaped handle of the hatchet. Extreme care is taken during this process not to bruise the inner layer of cork bark so the tree will continue to produce cork. The largest producing country of cork is Portugal with 30%, followed by other Mediterranean countries such as Algeria 21%, Spain 20%, Morocco 16%, France 5%, Italy 4% and Tunisia 4%.
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Cork has the following properties:

1) Insulation- Because 90% of the tissue consists of gaseous matter, the density of cork is extremely low, giving the material wonderful insulating properties, thermal as well as acoustical

2) Resilience- When Cork is subjected to pressure, the gas is compresses and volume decreases considerable. Once released from pressure, cork recovers rapidly to its original shape. 

3) Durability- Cork is remarkably resistant to wear, as it is less affected be impact and friction than other hard surface materials due to its cellular composition. 

4) Impermeability- The presence of Suberin, a natural waxy substance, makes cork is impervious to both liquids and gas. As a result it does not rot.

5) Fire retardant- A natural fire retardant, cork does not spread flames, and does not release toxic gases during com-bustion. 

Brothers, the reason why I went into great detail describing the cork oak tree was to show its durability and longevity. In the Third Fatima Message, the Cross was made of this Cork. Thus, God is showing us in a symbolic way that the Cross will withstand the forces of destruction. 

d) “Going up a steep mountain, at the top of which there was a big Cross of rough-hewn trunks as of a cork-tree with the bark”. This line refers to the Final Test; and the Final Test can be likened to a journey. After death, God will reveal to us the wisdom of the Cross. We will be shown the sorrows of Christ and His Mother. Since only the 144,000 have a sincere under-standing of the sorrows of Jesus, the rest of humanity will find their Final Tests extremely difficult to endure. Thus, you can liken the Final Test as a journey up a very steep mountain.   
5) “Before reaching there (Top of mountain.) the Holy Father passed through a big city half in ruins and half trembling with halting step, afflicted with pain and sorrow, he prayed for the souls of the corpses he met on his way; having reached the top of the mountain, on his knees at the foot of the big Cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows at him”.

a) “The Holy Father passed through a big city half in ruins”. Each and every man will be shown the sum of his actions at his Final Test, thus you could call his Final Test a journey through the past. Each man will clearly see the damage his callousness has caused. Then he will know for certain that life wasn’t a plaything or holiday for gain. But rather, he will see that God created us to be each other’s spiritual keepers.

Gn 4:9 Then the LORD asked Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” He answered, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”
Brothers, an obligation to preach the Gospel has been imposed on us, and woe to those who do not preach it. 1 Cor (9:16) Ungrudgingly, you should share the riches of the Gospel and do not hide them away. Wis (7:13) Those trained in Her words must show their wisdom, dispensing sound proverbs like life-giving waters. Sir (18:29) Our obligation is to teach our children so that next generation, that is, children yet to be born, might come to know the word of the Lord. That they too might put their trust in God, and not forget the works of God, keeping His Commandments. Ps (78:5) 

b) “A big city half in ruins”. Let me say this, a city can be likened to a man’s soul. It should be evident by now how Scripture is constantly using worldly terms to describe spiritual realities. This line refers to the Pope seeing a man that has failed his Final Test; this man’s soul will be half in ruins. I want to inform you that the total destruction of this man’s “city” occurs at the Second Woe. (See chapter 9.)
c) “And half trembling with halting step, afflicted with pain and sorrow”. Recall the words of Judas, “I have sinned in betraying innocent blood.” Mt (27:4) But yet he went off and hanged himself. Mt (27:5) Judas saw how Jesus was harshly treated, overwhelmed with blasphemies and injuries. Jesus submitted like a lamb led to the slaughter. He was silent and opened not His mouth. Is (53:7) He returned no insult and when made to suffer, He did not counter with threats. 1 Pt (2:23) Judas reflected upon his own treachery. He recalled the miracles he had witnessed, the doctrines he had heard, Mt (5:3-5:12) and the benefits enjoyed. All the sins he had committed piled themselves up before his interior gaze. His deeds convicted him Wis (4:20) and his distressed conscience magnified the misfortune. Wis (17:11) Fear came upon him, sudden and unexpect-ed. Believing that his own sins were too great to be forgiven, thinking not aright, Judas hanged himself. His sorrow was driven by fear of punishment. You see the fear of personal punishment causes worldly sorrow that brings death. 2 Cor (7:10) Judas grieved more for his own plight, for his own damnation, than for having offended God. True sorrow in contrast hates sin and the damage caused by sin. If you confess and give up sin, the Lord will give you true sorrow. But the one who conceals his sins at the Final Test, will only fear personal punishment (self-pity), which brings eternal damnation. Jer (28:13) 

Ez 21:11 As for you, Son of man, groan! with shattered strength groan bitterly. 21:12 And when they ask you, "Why are you groaning?” You shall say: Because of a report; when it comes every heart shall fail, every hand shall fall helpless, every spirit shall be afraid, and every knee shall run with water. See, it is coming; it is here! Says the Lord GOD.
Brothers, let me simply say, self-pity is what a man feels if he fails the Final Test. His heart shall fail, his spirit shall be afraid and his knee shall run with water. Half trembling with halting step, he will be afflicted with pain and sorrow. 

d) “He prayed for the souls of the corpses he met on his way; having reached the top of the mountain”. Symbolically speaking, our lives can be considered as six days, on the seventh day is the day of our deaths. Listen to what I am saying; we have to do the works of Christ while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. Jn (9:4) My warning to you is this; the man that is found working on the seventh is put to death. Ex (31:15)
Ex 20:9 Six days you may labor and do all your work,

20:10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD, your God. No work may be done then either by you, or your son or daughter, or your male or female slave, or your beast, or by the alien who lives with you.

Ex 31:15 Six days there are for doing work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of complete rest, sacred to the LORD. Anyone who does work on the Sabbath Day shall be put to death.
Brothers, after death, we can no longer work, it will be to late. No one has come back from the dead to relive their lives. Let me remind you again, this is the season of “sackcloth”. Do you see how our family and friends are on a road to destruction? Behold the irony; if a man works after death by praying for them, he is put to death. The third Fatima message hides the spiritual truth behind a phase that worldly men think they understand. It’s a turn of a phrase, or can be called a riddle. But in reality, worldly and arrogant men destine for suicidal depression do not have true contrition. Only the elect will have heartfelt sorrow for the damage they have done to their brothers.       

Brothers, after death it will be to late to intercede for your family and friends. What will you do when you see their corpses?

e) “On his knees at the foot of the big Cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows at him”. It’s no joke, our fallen brothers have the power to bring severe accusations against us. If we fall into depression and desire to cease to exist, this can be likened to being ambushed. The bullets and arrows represent our accusers hateful words.

Is 47:11 But upon you shall come evil you will not know how to predict; disaster shall befall you which you cannot allay. Suddenly there shall come upon you ruin which you will not expect.

Ps 73:18 God set them, indeed, on a slippery road; He hurled them down to ruin.

73:19 How suddenly they are devastated; they are completely wasted away amid horrors!
Lk 21:34 “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that Day catch you by surprise
21:35 like a trap. For that Day will assault everyone who lives on the face of the earth.
Ps 56:7 They hide together in ambush; they watch my every step; they lie in wait for my life.

Ps 140:6 The arrogant have set a trap for me; villains have spread a net, laid snares for me by the wayside.

Jer 4:10 “Alas! Lord GOD,” they will say, “You only deceived us when you said: Peace shall be yours; for the sword touches our very soul.”

6) “And in the same way there died one after another the other Bishops, Priests, men and women Religious, and various lay people of different ranks and positions”. This line is a prophesy against all those who have volunteered themselves to Catholic leadership. 

Hos 4:4 But let no one protest; let no one complain; with you is My grievance, O Priests!

4:5 You shall stumble in the day, and the prophets shall stumble with you at night;

I will destroy your mother.

4:6 My people perish for want of knowledge! Since you have rejected knowledge, I will reject you from My Priesthood; since you have ignored the law of your God, I will also ignore your sons.

4:7 One and all they sin against me, exchanging their glory for shame.

4:8 The Priests feed on the sin of My people, and are greedy for their guilt.

4:9 The Priests shall fare no better than the people: I will punish them for their ways, and repay them for their deeds.

Brothers, the Lord always gives His reasons for a soul’s demise; Scripture doesn’t hide the facts. 

Jer 2:8 The Priests asked not, “Where is the LORD?” Those who dealt with the law knew Me not: the shepherds rebelled against Me. The prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after useless idols.
Is 3:12 O My people, your leaders mislead, they destroy the paths you should follow.
Is 56:10 My watchmen are blind, all of them unaware; they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; dreaming as they lie there, loving their sleep.

56:11 They are relentless dogs; they know not when they have enough. These are the shepherds who know no discretion; each of them goes his own way, every one of them to his own gain:

Mal 2:1 And now, O priests, this commandment is for you: If you do not listen,

2:2 And if you do not lay it to heart, to give glory to My Name, says the LORD of many, I will send a curse upon you and of your blessing I will make a curse. Yes, I have already cursed it, because you do not lay it to heart.
2:7 For the lips of the priest are to keep knowledge, and instruction is to be sought from his mouth, because he is the messenger of the LORD of many.

2:8 But you have turned aside from the way, and have caused many to falter by your instruction; you have made void the covenant (promise) of Levi, says the LORD of many.

7) “Beneath the two arms of the Cross there were two Angels each with a crystal aspersorium (A vessel normally holding holy water.) in his hand, in which they gathered up the blood of the Martyrs and with it sprinkled the souls that were making their way to God”.
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Crystal aspersorium

a) “Beneath the two arms of the Cross there were two Angels”. The Cross is the symbol that represents the love that Jesus had during the daytime of life for the arrogant. (Includes both the damned and the elect that require purgatory.) The Angels receive their power from the fullness of Christ’s love.

b) “Each with a crystal aspersorium in his hand, in which they gathered up the blood of the martyrs”. The term martyr, in this case, is a great or constant sufferer. The blood is a symbol of life. And when the blood is spilled, death occurs. But this death is everlasting, a constant sufferer.

c) “And with it sprinkled the souls that were making their way to God”. The will to live (blood) is not wasted when the damned desire death. This “blood” is gathered up and sprinkled on the elect at their Final Tests. The elect are baptized into death. They understand the depressions of the damned. Jesus took within Himself every man’s deep dark depressions. Truly, He felt the darkness of others of not wanting to live. The elect know this and becomes a part of their Final Tests. 
Brothers, I say it with such sadness; the Catholic clergy is unaware of their fate. They are held to great standards by God’s justice. Reflect upon this fact that the clergy are in serious trouble. We must not be indifferent to their plight but in charity remember them in our intercessions.        

The Final Test: The Destroyer.

Below are some verses that describe our accusers.

Ps 3:10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 

3:11 no one understands, no one seeks for God. 

3:12 All have turned aside, together they have gone wrong; no one does good, not even one.” 

3:13 “Their throat is an open grave, they use their tongues to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.” 

3:14 “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.” 

3:15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood, 

3:16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 

3:17 and the way of peace they do not know.” 

3:18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

1) “None is righteous, no, not one”. This line is speaking about our accusers.

2) “Their throat is an open grave, they use their tongues to deceive.” Our accusers will say anything in order to have us fall into depression.  

Prv 4:14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of evil men. 

4:15 Avoid it; do not go on it; turn away from it and pass on. 

4:16 For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong; they are robbed of sleep unless they have made some one stumble. 

4:17 For they eat the bread of wickedness and drink the wine of violence. 

Prv 6:16 There are six things which the Lord hates, seven which are an abomination to him: 

6:17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 

6:18 a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, 

6:19 a false witness who breathes out lies, and a man who sows discord among brothers.  
1) “And hands that shed innocent blood”. Blood is a symbol of life. When Scripture uses this term, shedding blood, it refers to how a man begins to lose the desire to live, and in his depression causes him to begin to desire death. This condition will occur to even the elect. Jesus speaks about the elect when He said, “If the Lord had not shortened those days, no one would be saved; but for the sake of the elect whom He chose, He did shorten the days”. Mk (13:20) Even though the elect are far from being “innocent”, but compared to their accusers, they can be likened to innocent.

Prv 12:20 Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, but those who plan good have joy. (Refers to the 144,000.)

Prv 14:5 A faithful witness does not lie, but a false witness breathes out lies.

Prv 14:21 He who despises his neighbor is a sinner, but happy is he who is kind to the poor. 

Prv 16:27 A worthless man plots evil, and his speech is like a scorching fire. 
16:28 A perverse man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends. 

16:29 A man of violence entices his neighbor and leads him in a way that is not good. 

16:30 He who winks his eyes plans perverse things, he who compresses his lips (facial gestures) brings evil to pass.

1) “A man of violence entices his neighbor and leads him in a way that is not good”. A story found in the Book of Isaiah, chapter thirty-six, will clarify this verse. In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib, king of Assyria, went on an expedition against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. After his victories, the king of Assyria sent his commander with a great army and surrounded Jerusalem. The Assyria commander having a superior army demanded that the city of Jerusalem surrender. He spoke with Jerusalem’s leaders and threatened them and their people with having to eat their own excrement and drink their own urine. Then the commander cried out in a loud voice so that those in the city could hear. “Listen to the words of the great king, the king of Assyria. Thus says the king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, since he cannot deliver you. Let not Hezekiah induce you to rely on the LORD, saying, “The LORD will surely save us; this city will not be handed over to the king of Assyria.”’ Do not listen to Heze-kiah, for the king of Assyria says: ‘Make peace with me and surrender! Then each of you will eat of his own vine and of his own fig tree, and drink the water of his own cistern, until I come to take you to a land like your own, a land of grain and wine, of bread and vineyards. Do not let Hezekiah seduce you by saying, “The LORD will save us.” Has any of the gods of the nations ever rescued his land from the hand of the king of Assyria? Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? Where are the gods of Samaria? Have they saved Samaria from my hand? Which of all the gods of these lands ever rescued his land from my hand? Will the LORD then save Jerusalem from my hand?’” But Jerusalem’s leaders remained silent and did not answer him one word, for the king had ordered them not to answer him.

Brothers, in the same way that the king of Assyria said, ‘Make peace with me and surrender’; our accusers at our Final Tests will say the same thing. They will threaten us with punishment if we don’t surrender. They will entice us with a land of milk and honey if we do. ‘Your God can’t save you’, they will say. They will give us examples of the “gods” that failed to save those that relied on them. 

2) “He who winks his eyes plans perverse things”. By sinister body language the scoundrel’s actions contradict what he says. By winking he signals certain messages to his fellow conspire-ators. He plans evil actions from a deceitful heart so that people are not aware of his intentions until it is too late.

Prv 21:10 The soul of the wicked man desires evil; his neighbor finds no pity in his eyes.

Jer 9:3 They bend their tongue like a bow; falsehood and not truth has grown strong in the land; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they do not know Me, says the Lord.

9:4 Let every one beware of his neighbor, and put no trust in any brother; for every brother is a supplanter, and every neighbor goes about as a slanderer. 

9:5 Every one deceives his neighbor, and no one speaks the truth; they have taught their tongue to speak lies; they commit iniquity and are too weary to repent. 

9:6 Heaping oppression upon oppression, and deceit upon deceit, they refuse to know Me, says the Lord. 

1) “For every brother is a supplanter”. The term supplanter means to supersede (another) especially by force or treachery.

Jer 11:18 The Lord made it known to me (Me refers to Jeremiah) and I knew; then You did show me their evil deeds. 

11:19 But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. I did not know it was against me they devised schemes, saying,

“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name be remembered no more.”

11:20 But, O Lord of many, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see Your vengeance upon them, for to You have I committed my cause.

11:21 Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the men of Anathoth, who seek your life, and say, “Do not prophesy in the name of the Lord, or you will die by our hand”— 

11:22 therefore thus says the Lord of many: “Behold, I will punish them; the young men shall die by the sword; their sons and their daughters shall die by famine; 

11:23 and none of them shall be left. For I will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, the year of their punishment.”

1) “Let me see Your vengeance upon them”. This line is a reference to the Second Woe when the Lord will take His vengeance against our accusers. This will occur after the last man who dies is subjected to his Final Test. 

2) “Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the men of Anathoth”. Anathoth was a town in the tribal territory of Benjamin. Located less than three miles northeast of Jerusalem; Anathoth was the hometown of Jeremiah. And why this is important? It informs us how our greatest enemies will be from our “hometown”.

3) “Behold, I will punish them; the young men shall die by the sword”. Scripture says, “Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? Says the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, but hated Esau; I made his mountains a waste, his heritage a desert for jackals. Mal (1:3) Scripture describes the tongue as a sword. Ps (64:4) At the Second Woe, the Lord and His armies will verbally inform the damned how they are hated. Recall the words of Jesus, “For the Son of Man is to come with His Angels in the glory of His Father, and then He will repay every man for what He has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in His Kingdom”. Mt (16:27) I assure you, the greatest death comes when a soul knows that God Himself hates him. In the Book of Genesis it says that God had regretted making man. Gn (6:5) This comment, made by God, was referring to the damned. So you see, the sword, representing the words of God will cause great pain in the damned. The damned will know that they are not love by God, thus the damned will now desire with greater intensity death. Death is the name given when a soul no longer wants to live.

Mi 2:1 Woe to those who devise wickedness and work evil upon their beds! When the morning dawns, they perform it, when it lies within their power.

2:2 They covet fields, and seize them; and houses, and take them away; they oppress a man and his house, a man and his inheritance.

1) “Woe to those who devise wickedness and work evil upon their beds! When the morning dawns, they perform it, when it lies within their power”. Micah speaks about men who lay awake at night thinking up evil things to do the next day. Micah is speaking about our accusers. Our accusers are empowered by God (And this empowerment is described as the morning dawns.) 

Mi 7:1 Woe is me! For I have become as when the summer fruit has been gathered, as when the vintage has been gleaned: there is no cluster to eat, no first-ripe fig which my soul desires. 

7:2 The godly man has perished from the earth, and there is none upright among men; they all lie in wait for blood, and each hunts his brother with a net. 

7:3 Their hands are upon what is evil, to do it diligently; the prince and the judge ask for a bribe, and the great man utters the evil desire of his soul; thus they weave it together. 

7:4 The best of them is like a brier, the most upright of them a thorn hedge. The Day announced by your watchmen, your punishment has come; now is the time of your confusion. 

7:5 Put no trust in a neighbor, have no confidence in a friend; guard the doors of your mouth from her who lies in your bosom; 

7:6 for the son treats the father with contempt, the daughter rises up against her mother, the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; a man’s enemies are the men of his own house.
1) “Woe is me! For I have become as when the summer fruit has been gathered, as when the vintage has been gleaned”. The prophet Micah bemoaned his position in the midst of a people who were totally godless. He lamented the evil times in which he lived. He felt like a person who goes into the fields to pick fruit but finds it all gone. No grapes or early figs were left for him to gather and eat. In like manner the nation was devoid of godly and upright people. In the same way, every man will feel this way when his accusers confront him at his Final Test.

2) “The godly man has perished from the earth, and there is none upright among men”. Only our accusers will be up close and personal at our Final Tests. Godly men will not be near us at our Final Tests because the upright men (elect) will be in purgatory and the 144,000 are at a distance and are described as stars in the night sky. The moon will be a new moon, (Not a full moon found at Passover.) thus those that will or have failed their Final Tests will receive no help from the Mother of Jesus.

3) “They all lie in wait for blood”. The goal of our accusers is for us to fall into a deep depression and seek death. And since “blood” represents life and life is the desire to live, our accusers will want to shed our blood. Remember, if a man feels that all men are against him and that no one loves him, he will desire not to exist. 

4) “And each hunts his brother with a net”. What makes the Final Test so unbelievably horrific, our family and friends are our accusers.

5) “The prince and the judge ask for a bribe”. It says in the Book of Deuteronomy, “You shall not pervert justice; you shall not show partiality; and you shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous”. Dt (16:19) So what is a bribe? A man’s passions and appetites can become a bribe for a man. In this case, our accusers anger and envy becomes the bribe and they will pervert justice. 

6) “The best of them is like a brier, the most upright of them a thorn hedge”. I say to you, don’t expect one ounce of compassion from our accusers.

7) “The Day announced by your watchmen, your punishment has come; now is the time of your confusion”. The watchmen are in fact God’s prophets. In the same way that the prophets foretold Israel’s doom, the Gospels and the Epistles foretell the damnation of many. Jesus has warned us by saying, “How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few”. Mt (7:14)  

8) “Put no trust in a neighbor, have no confidence in a friend”. Our accusers will try to persuade us to place our trust in them. Scripture says, don’t do it.

9) “Guard the doors of your mouth from her who lies in your bosom”. Remain silent until the proper time. See Chapter nine, part B. Victory: The Holy Spirit Will Inspire You What To Say.    

Prv 16:4 The Lord has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble. 

Prv 19:3 When a man’s folly brings his way to ruin, his heart rages against the Lord.
1) “His heart rages against the Lord”. When a man fails his Final Test, everything that his passions and pleasures ever loved will be taken away. In his rage, he will hate the One who took it away, yes God Himself.

Rom 1:28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God handed them over to their undiscerning mind to do what is improper.

1:29 They are filled with every form of wickedness, evil, greed, and malice; full of envy, murder, rivalry, treachery, and spite. They are gossips

1:30 and scandalmongers and they hate God. They are insolent, haughty, boastful, ingenious in their wickedness, and rebellious toward their parents.

1:31 They are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless.

1:32 Although they know the just decree of God that all who practice such things deserve death, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.

1) “And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God”. This line refers to those that fail their Final Test. Yes they are the ones that failed to ask for His compassion.

2) “Rebellious toward their parents”. Each and every one of us can consider himself both “father” and “mother”. Let me continue by saying, our actions can be likened to our “children”. Our “fathers” can be likened to the Natural Law written upon our hearts. This Law like our fathers has been with us from our being. Our “mother” can be likened to salt that seasons our foods. I assure you, without love in our actions, what good can come from the Natural Law?

3) “Although they know the just decree of God that all who practice such things deserve death”. Our accusers are controlled by the seven deadly spirits. Death represents a soul that no longer can love.  

Destroyer: Isaiah, Chapter Fifty-Nine.

Is 59:1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or His ear dull, that it cannot hear; 

59:2 but your iniquities (sins) have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you so that He does not hear. 

59:3 For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue mutters wickedness. 

59:4 No one enters suit justly, no one goes to law honestly; they rely on empty pleas, they speak lies, they conceive mischief and bring forth iniquity. 

59:5 They hatch adders’ eggs, they weave the spider’s web; whoever eats their eggs will die, and the crushed egg hatches out a viper. 

59:6 Their webs will not serve as clothing; men will not cover themselves with what they make. Their works are works of iniquity, and deeds of violence are in their hands. 

59:7 Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity, desolation and destruction are in their highways. 

59:8 The way of peace they know not, and there is no justice in their paths; they have made their roads crooked, no one who goes in them knows peace. 

59:9 Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness does not overtake us; we look for light, and behold, darkness, and for brightness, but we walk in gloom. 

59:10 We grope for the wall like the blind, we grope like those who have no eyes; we stumble at noon as in the twilight, among those in full vigor we are like dead men. 

59:11 We all growl like bears, we moan and moan like doves; we look for justice, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far from us. 

59:12 For our transgressions are multiplied before You, (You refers to God.) and our sins testify against us; for our transgressions are with us, and we know our iniquities: 

59:13 transgressing, and denying the Lord, and turning away from following our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words. 

59:14 Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands afar off; for truth has fallen in the public squares, and uprightness cannot enter. 

59:15 Truth is lacking, anyone abstaining from evil is victimized. The Lord saw it, and it displeased Him that there was no justice.

1) “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or His ear dull, that it cannot hear”. When a man fails his Final Test, he fails to ask for God’s right hand or in other words he fails to have a reason to live another moment. 

2) “But your iniquities (sins) have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you so that He does not hear”. Every man has his own personal beliefs when it comes to sin. Have you notice the unlimited number of Christian theologies? And the reason for this is that no one agrees what actions are considered sins. Let me say this, it’s very easy for a man to be separated from God. He commits sin and doesn’t even know it. And why is this so? He fails to study God’s Laws day and night. Ps (1:2) (Sin is anything that will lead a soul to suicidal depression.)
3) “For your hands are defiled with blood”. As Scripture says, “If a blind person leads a blind person, both will fall into a pit.” Mt (15:14) And the pit is a reference to every soul that commits suicide after death. So you see, if we fail to preach the Gospel, telling our brothers why we need discipline ourselves, we are truly blind leading others into the pit with us. Thus we have their blood on our hands. 

4) “Your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue mutters wickedness”. If we are not disciplining ourselves, we are leading ourselves to suicidal depression. If we fail to give proper thanks to God, God will deliver us into sinfulness. Thus most men use their fingers for sin, their mouths speak untruths and their hearts are focused on their passions and pleasures of various kinds.

5) “They hatch adders’ eggs”. The adders spoken about in the bible are poisonous snakes. When it says, “They hatch adders’ eggs”, we can say that these men give birth to sin.   
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Adder or Viper

6) “They weave the spider’s web”. The reason why Scripture uses a spider web is to illustrate the concept of weakness. A spider web is easily destroyed. Jb (8:14 & 27:18) And so are the plans of those who fail to rely on God. Who rely on their personal beliefs.

7) “Whoever eats their eggs will die”. If we imitate the sins of others, we can say that our food is adder eggs.

8) “And the crushed egg hatches out a viper”. Normally when a man crushes an egg, the egg and its contents are destroyed. However, when a man gives birth to sin, it becomes very hard for that sin not to affect others. Even when we have a true contrition for our sins, our sinful actions can’t be stomped out or undone. All of our past sins will affect others.

9) “Their webs will not serve as clothing”. Jesus warns us in the Book of Revelation when He said, “Behold, I am coming like a thief.” Blessed is the one who watches and keeps his clothes ready, so that he may not go naked and people see him exposed. Rev (16:15) I ask you, what will a man do at his Final Test when he has no virtues to display and protect him against his accusers? His webs in which he wove can’t serve as clothing. Thus this man will fail his Final Test and become a destroyer.

10) “Their works are works of iniquity, and deeds of violence are in their hands”. This line and verses that follow describe the spirit found in our accusers.

11) “Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood”. When a man fails his Final Test, he will seek his revenge. The damned would like his revenge to fall upon God, but his revenge is limited to mankind.

12) “Desolation and destruction are in their highways”. The only occu-pation our accusers have is to accuse and cause souls to fall into suicidal depression. 

13) “The way of peace they know not, and there is no justice in their paths”. When a heart is full of anger and revenge, there is no peace. Forget about justice, their goal is destroy souls.

14) “They have made their roads crooked”. Our accusers are adding sin upon sin and these sins are leading them on a crooked path to greater punishments. (Second Woe.)

15) “Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness does not overtake us; we look for light, and behold, darkness, and for brightness, but we walk in gloom”.  Our accusers are walking in gloom not understanding that are heading to the Second Woe.

16) “We grope for the wall like the blind, we grope like those who have no eyes”. Our accusers hearts are filled with anger, revenge and envy and these spirits have blinded them. In other words, they are filled with darkness and can see only darkness. 

17) “We stumble at noon as in the twilight”. At noon, the sun is at full strength. And when the sun is at full strength, the light illuminates everything to its brightest. In the same way that objects can be seen at their best in full light, the worldly will see their sins and the damaged caused by their sins best when they commit suicide after death. (Judas hanged himself at noon.) Twilight is the light from the sky between full night and sunrise or between sunset and full night produced by diffusion of sunlight through the atmosphere and its dust. During these times objects can be seen, but far from the clarity of full sun. In the same way, our accusers will be filled with such hate and revenge they can see nothing else. No other facts enter into their decisions. 

18) “Among those in full vigor we are like dead men”. Those in full vigor is a reference to Jesus and His two armies, the 144,000 and the holy Angels. Our accuser will have the strength of “dead men” when confronted with the Lord’s two armies at the Second Woe. 

19) “We all growl like bears, we moan and moan like doves; we look for justice, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far from us”. Our accusers at the Second Woe will utter these thoughts.

20) “For our transgressions are multiplied before You, (You refers to God.) and our sins testify against us; for our transgressions are with us, and we know our iniquities”. Our accusers have spilled each other’s blood. Thus the words of Jesus will be fulfilled. “For all who take the sword will perish by the sword”. Mt (26:52) At the Second Woe, Christ will take His revenge. Our accusers used anger to slay each other and now the Lord will use this same sword to slay them. Yes, Jesus and His armies, the 144,000 and the Holy Angels, will say how they are hated.

21) “Transgressing, and denying the Lord, and turning away from following our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words”. At the Second Woe, our accusers will see clearly the ugliness of their actions. 

22) “Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands afar off”. God’s justice and His right-eousness are far from our accusers. As Scripture says, “Between us and you a great chasm. It is established to prevent anyone from crossing who might wish to go from our side to yours or from your side to ours”. Lk (16:26)       

23) “Truth is lacking, anyone abstain-ing from evil is victimized”. Truly, everyone must pass through the Final Test, everyone will be victimized, including the 144,000.            

Destroyer: Seventy Years.

Jer 25:8 Hence, thus says the LORD of many: Since you would not listen to My words,
25:9 Lo! I will send for and fetch all the tribes of the north, says the LORD (and I will send against you Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, My servant); I will bring them against this land, against its inhabitants, and against all these neigh-boring nations. I will doom them, making them an object of horror, of ridicule, of everlasting reproach. 
25:10 Among them I will bring to an end the song of joy and the song of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstone and the light of the lamp.

25:11 This whole land shall be a ruin and a desert. Seventy years these nations shall be enslaved to the king of Babylon,    25:12 but when the seventy years have elapsed, I will punish the king of Babylon and the nation and the land of the Chaldeans for their guilt, says the LORD. Their land I will turn into everlasting desert.

25:13 Against that land I will fulfill all the words I have spoken against it (all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah prophesied against all the nations).

1) “Since you would not listen to My words”. God always gives his reasons for punishment.

2) “Lo! I will send for and fetch all the tribes of the north”. Let the world know, God empowers our accusers.

3) “And I will send against you Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, My servant”. God considers the armies of hell His servants.

4) “I will bring them against this land, against its inhabitants”. The land is a reference to the land of Judah. 
5) “Against all these neighboring nations”. In the Book of Jeremiah, Jeremiah foretells the destruction of ten nations.

1) Egypt

2) Philistia

3) Phoenicia

4) Moab

5) Ammonites

6) Edom

7) Damascus

8) Arabia

9) Elam

10) Babylon 

When a man fails his Final Test, his past action are the cause of his separation from God. And these seven deadly spirits and the spirit of the false prophet governed his worldly actions. Not only is his temple destroyed, his seven deadly spirits and the spirit of the false prophet will be punished at his Final Test by his accusers. Scripture uses the sur-rounding nations to describe the details concerning this punishment. You must understand that the Babylonian nation not only conquered Jerusalem, but also the surrounding nations; Philistia, Phoenicia, Moab, Ammonites, Edom, Damascus, Arabia and Egypt. In the same way that these nations were defeated, the seven deadly spirits and the spirit of the false prophet in a man will be defeated and brought low. It can be shown the following nations represent the seven deadly spirits and the spirit of the false prophet.

1) Egypt- The false prophet

2) Philistia- Lust

3) Phoenicia- Wealth

4) Moab- Envy

5) Ammonites- Arrogance

6) Edom- Anger

7) Damascus- Pleasure

8) Arabia- Spiritual Laziness

During the daytime of life, a man commits many types of sin. Each sin can be described as his offspring. And each of his offspring can be designated to a nation. For instance, it can be shown how the sin of fornication can be designated to the deadly spirit of lust represent by the nation of Philistia. 

6) “Seventy years these nations shall be enslaved to the king of Babylon but when the seventy years have elapsed, I will punish the king of Babylon and the nation and the land of the Chaldeans for their guilt”. When a man fails his Final Test, we can say that the destroyed now becomes the destroyer; yes they become members of the Babylon Empire. They themselves now accuse their brothers, with anger and envy. All this continues until every last person goes through their Final Test. Scripture symbolizes this period of woe as seventy years. Scripture also symbolizes a man’s life as seventy years. Ps (90:10) So symbolically speaking, a sinful man’s life on earth is seventy years, followed by seventy years as an accuser, yes a destroyer. At the end of seventy years, the destroyer is punished for spilling the blood of his brothers. That is why Scripture says; “I will punish the king of Babylon and the nation and the land of the Chaldeans for their guilt”. This punishment is called the Second Woe.

Destroyer: The Damned Have No Choice But To Be An Accuser.

Jer 27:2 Thus the Lord said to me: (Me refers to Jeremiah.) “Make yourself thongs and yoke-bars, and put them on your neck. 

27:3 Send word to the king of Edom, the king of Moab, the king of the sons of Ammon, the king of Tyre, and the king of Sidon by the hand of the envoys who have come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah. 

27:4 Give them this charge for their kings: ‘Thus says the Lord of many, the God of Israel: This is what you shall say to your kings: 

27:5 “It is I who by My great power and My outstretched arm have made the earth, with the men and animals that are on the earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to Me. 

27:6 Now I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, My servant, and I have given him also the beasts of the field to serve him. 

27:7 All the nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson, until the time of his own land comes; then many nations and great kings shall make him their slave.

27:8 “‘“But if any nation or kingdom will not serve this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, I will punish that nation with the sword, with famine, and with pestilence, says the Lord, until I have consumed it by his hand. 

27:9 So do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your dreamers, your sooth-sayers, or your sorcerers, who are saying to you, ‘You shall not serve the king of Babylon.’ 

1) “Make yourself thongs and yoke-bars, and put them on your neck”. God commanded Jeremiah to make a yoke like those used to hitch together teams of oxen and to put it on his neck. 

2) “Send word to the king of Edom, the king of Moab, the king of the sons of Ammon, the king of Tyre, and the king of Sidon by the hand of the envoys who have come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of Judah”. Jeremaih sent word to the envoys who were there to meet with Zedekiah. These delegates were from Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon. What were these delegates doing in Jerusalem? They were there to discuss the possibility of uniting together in a revolt against Babylon.
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3) “It is I who by My great power and My outstretched arm have made the earth, with the men and animals that are on the earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to Me”. Jeremiah told the envoys (Persons delegated to represent one government in its dealings with another.) to tell their kings, it is God who is in control. If you make plans of alliance, your plans will fail. God shall give your nations over to the king of Babylon.
4) “Now I have given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, My servant”. Notice how God calls the king of Babylon His servant. In the same way, God considers the armies of hell His servants. Why? The armies of hell put into motion God’s Plan by accusing each and every man at their Final Tests. When a man fails his Final Test, he is depicted as conquered by the Babylonians. His soul is symbol-lized as the city of Jerusalem and Jerusalem’s Temple. His actions which were governed by the seven deadly spirits and the spirit of the false prophet, and these spirits are also punished. This is depicted as the Babylon’s conquering the sur-rounding nations. For you see, each of the surrounding nations represent one the seven deadly spirits. 
5) “All the nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson, until the time of his own land comes; then many nations and great kings shall make him their slave”. When a man fails his Final Test, he shall serve the armies of hell as an accuser. After the last man has passed through his Final Test, the Lord will take His revenge. He has two armies that will accompany Him, the 144,000 and the Holy Angels. The 144,000 can be considered twelve nations. During life, the 144,000 practiced the Natural Law and the twelve virtues, but one type of virtue they excelled at. Thus that soul is designated to that virtue and that virtue is called a nation. So when it says, “Then many nations and great kings shall make him their slave”, it is speaking about how our accusers, depicted as the Babylonians, shall be made slaves by the 144,000 and the Holy Angels.

6) “But if any nation or kingdom will not serve this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and put its neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon, I will punish that nation with the sword, with famine, and with pestilence, says the Lord, until I have consumed it by his hand”. One quarter of all those that have or will fail their Final Tests will be in such pain that can’t serve as accusers. Their sins were so great, making their Final Test so severe that they can’t move because of the pain. In the Book of Revelation, it speaks about how power is given to hell itself over a fourth of its damned, to kill with sword, famine, pestilence and by Satan himself. Rev (6:8)        

Brothers, when a man pain’s is so severe that he can’t become an accuser, he can be likened to a man that will not serve the king of Babylon. 

Destroyer: Jeremiah, Chapter Five.

Jer 5:26 For wicked men are found among My people; they lurk like fowlers (To seek, catch, or kill wildfowl) lying in wait. They set a trap; they catch men. 

5:27 Like a basket full of birds, their houses are full of treachery; therefore they have become great and rich, 

5:28 they have grown fat and sleek. They know no bounds in deeds of wickedness; they judge not with justice the cause of the fatherless, to make it prosper, and they do not defend the rights of the needy. 

5:29 Shall I not punish them for these things? Says the Lord, and shall I not avenge Myself on a nation such as this?”

1) “They judge not with justice the cause of the fatherless, to make it prosper, and they do not defend the rights of the needy”. Scripture uses examples of worldly weakness to describe spiritual weakness. The complaint is made against our accusers. For you see, our accusers will show no compassion even for the spiritually weak.

2) “Shall I not punish them for these things? Says the Lord, and shall I not avenge Myself on a nation such as this?” This verse is a reference to the Second Woe.

Destroyer: Psalms Chapter Fifty-Eight.

Ps 58:1 Do you indeed like gods pronounce justice and judge fairly, you men of rank? 

58:2 Nay, in your hearts you devise wrongs; your hands deal out violence on earth. 

58:3 The wicked go astray from the womb, they err from their birth, speaking lies. 

58:4 They have venom like the venom of a serpent, like the deaf snake that stops its ear, 

58:5 so that it does not hear the voice of charmers or of the cunning enchanter.

58:6 O God, break the teeth in their mouths; tear out the fangs of the young lions, O Lord!

58:7 Let them vanish like water that runs away; like grass let them be trodden down and wither.

58:8 Let them be like the snail which dissolves into slime, like the untimely birth that never sees the sun.

58:9 Unexpectedly, like a thorn-bush, or like thistles, let the whirlwind carry them away. (Second Woe.)

58:10 The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance; he will bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked.
58:11 Men will say, “Surely there is a reward for the righteous; surely there is a God who judges on earth.”

1) “Do you indeed like gods pronounce justice and judge fairly, you men of rank”? This verse is a reference to our accusers at our Final Tests.

2) “Nay, in your hearts you devise wrongs; your hands deal out violence on earth”. If our hearts are set on the things in this earth, our accusers have greater power over us.
3) “The wicked go astray from the womb, they err from their birth, speaking lies”. When a man fails his Final Test, he becomes an accuser. We can consider his new life, as an accuser, as something quite different from his life upon the earth. His first birth, he was clothed in disobedience. Rom (11:32) His second birth is born a liar.
4) “They have venom like the venom of a serpent, like the deaf snake that stops its ear”. Their accusations can be very deadly like a serpents poison. 
Ps 140:1 Deliver me, O Lord, from evil men; preserve me from violent men, 

140:2 who plan evil things in their heart, and stir up wars continually. 

140:3 They make their tongue sharp as a serpent’s, and under their lips is the poison of vipers.
5) “O God, break the teeth in their mouths; tear out the fangs of the young lions, O Lord”! This verse is a reference to the Second Woe. On this Day, after everyman has been subjected to their Final Tests, the Lord will take revenge.
6) “The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance; he will bathe his feet in the blood of the wicked”. At the Second Woe, Christ and His two armies will inflict the ultimate punishment. Our accusers will clearly see and feel how the Holy Trinity and the inhabitants of heaven despise them. This is the first time that that the damned know that God hates them. And nothing is more painful, thus they seek death with a greater passion. And since death is symbolized as a bloody wound that bleeds profusely, the damned and their blood is plentiful. The righteous are in fact the 144,000.     
