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GOD’S WISDOM IS THE WISDOM OF THE CROSS.

(Contains the revelations of Mary of Agreda.)

Part One "Gethsemane".

Jesus Faces The Soldiers

After the kiss by Judas, the Lord with His Apostles came face to face with the soldiers. With authority Jesus then spoke to the soldiers, saying: “Whom are you looking for?
Jn 18:4 Jesus, knowing everything that was going to happen to Him, went out and said to them, “Who are you looking for?”

18:5 They answered Him, “Jesus the Nazorean.” He said to them, “I AM.” Judas His betrayer was also with them.
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Jesus was born in Bethlehem and grew up in Nazareth after returning from Egypt.

By these words “I Am”, Jesus declared Himself the Word of God. It was as if He had said: “I am who am.”

"I am meek and lowly in heart." Mt (11:29)
"I am the living Bread." Jn (6:51)
"I am the light of the world." Jn (8:12)
"I am the door of the sheep." Jn (10:7)
"I am the good Shepherd." Jn (10:14)
"I am the Son of God." Jn (10:36)
"I am in the Father." Jn (10:38)
"I am the resurrection and the life." Jn (11:25)
"I am the way and the truth, and the life." Jn (14:6)
"I am the true vine." Jn (15:1)
"I am the Alpha and the Omega." Rev (21:6)
As Jesus spoke “I Am” His enemies all fell backwards to the ground. This happened not only to the soldiers, but also to the dogs, which they had brought with them, and to the horses on which some of them rode. All of them fell to the ground and remained motionless like stones. Lucifer and his demons were hurled down with them, deprived of motion and suffering new confusion. Thus they remained for some seven or eight minutes, showing no more signs of life than if they had died. 

Jn 18:6 When He said to them, “I AM,” they turned away and fell to the ground.
The enemies of Jesus could not understand the true meaning of these words; “I am He”. But His Mother and the Angels understood. It was as if He had said “I am who am”. Ex (3:14) I am eternal, infinite, and I have made Myself Man hiding My power.

Ex 3:13 Moses said to God, “When I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to You,’ if they ask me, ‘What is His Name?’ what am I to tell them?”

3:14 God replied, “I am who am.” 

Brothers, Saint John says in His epistle, “He who says ‘I know Him’ but disobeys His Commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him”. 1 Jn (1:4) With this statement in mind, it can be said that a man that commits sin does not know God or His Son. The point to be made is this, why should God give us His Name? Our sins are in fact telling us that we don’t know Him and that is why the Father and the Son answered as “I Am”.  
Sadly Jesus contemplated the picture of eternal damnation exhibited in the band of soldiers and listened to the prayer of His Mother to let them rise. Thus She fulfilled the law of loving our enemies and doing good to those who persecute us. Mt (5:44) 

When it was time for them to come to themselves, Jesus prayed to the Father, saying: “My Father, in My hands You have placed all things, and have transferred to Me the loving example required by Your Justice. I wish to satisfy it and give Myself over to My enemies with all My heart, in order to merit for My brethren participation in Your Seven Spirits held out to them”.

My dear brothers, Jesus was fully aware that the Father had put everything into His power and that He had come from God and was returning to God. Jn (13:3)
Jesus then gave permission to the band of men and animals to arise and be restored to the same condition as before their falling down. A second time Jesus said to them: “Whom do you seek”? And they again answered: “Jesus of Narareth”. The Lord answered most meekly: “I have already told you, that I am He. If therefore you seek Me, let these go their way”. With these words He gave permission to His enemies to take Him prisoner and execute their designs. 

Jn 18:7 So He again asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” They said, “Jesus the Nazorean.”

18:8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I AM. So if you are looking for Me, let these men go.”

﻿18:9﻿ This was to fulfill the word which Jesus had spoken, “Of those whom You gave Me I lost not one.”
Brothers, when Jesus said let these men go is to bring our attention to the fact the Apostles would have never made it through the events of the Passion. No man could take upon the many sorrows of mankind. Thus none of the Apostles would be lost to temptation caused by depression if subjected to the Passion of Jesus. This also refers to the 144,000 because these lights at our Final Tests can only experience a small percentage of the sorrows of man.   

Lucifer’s goal was to learn with certainty if Jesus was the leader of the promised hope. Was Jesus the Man-God he saw in the vision? Rev (12:5)
The strongest argument for this was when Jesus said, “I am He”. This caused Lucifer and his demons to fall flat with Judas and the soldiers. This had happened only a short time after Lucifer had been permitted to issue from hell. For he had been hurled from the Cenacle, just before Jesus consecrated the bread and wine into His Body and Blood. 

When Lucifer received permission to rise from his fall in the garden, he conferred with the rest of the demons and expressed his opinion that this could not be merely human power. Without a doubt this was the power of One, who is God and at the same time Man. “If He shall die, as we have planned, He will accomplish His Plan that will cause us harm. Then our evil plans will cease and all our intentions will be frustrated. We have erred in seeking His torture. If now we cannot prevent His sufferings, let us see how far His endurance will go. Let’s excite His enemies to torture Him with most impious cruelty. Let us stir up their fury against Him. Let’s suggest to their minds new insults and torments to be inflicted upon His Person. Let’s drive them to vent upon Him all their wrath in order to exhaust His patience. Thus let’s carefully study the results”. These proposals the demons sought to realize. But divine justice would not permit Christ’s executioners to inflict tortures unbecoming to decency, such as, removing all His clothing.       

Apostle Peter With His Sword Cuts The Ear Of Malchus.

The first man, who laid hands upon Jesus, was a servant of the high priests named Malchus. In spite of the fear and dismay of the Apostles, Peter, more than all the rest, was roused with a “worldly” zeal for the defense of the honor and life of Jesus. Drawing a sword that he had with him, he made a pass at Malchus and cut off one of his ear, severing it entirely from the head. 

Prv 19:2 Without knowledge even zeal is not good; and he who acts hastily, blunders.

Peter’s stroke with the sword would have resulted in death, but Jesus would not permit that any other death than His own should occur at His capture. Nor was it His will, or according to His teaching, that His Person be defended by the use of arms and He did not wish to leave such an example in His Church as one to be imitated for Her defense. In order to confirm this doctrine, He picked up the severed ear and restored it to its place, perfectly healing the wound and making Malchus more sound and whole than he was before. But first, Jesus turned to Peter and reprehended him, saying: “Put up your sword into it’s holder, for all that shall take it to kill with it, shall perish. Do you not want that I drink the chalice, which My Father has given Me? Do you not think that I could ask My Father, and He would give Me many legions of Angels for My defense? But how then shall the Scriptures and the Prophets be fulfilled”?
Jn 18:10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. 

18:11 Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its scabbard. Shall I not drink the cup that the Father gave Me?”

Mt 26:51 And behold, one of those who accompanied Jesus put his hand to his sword, drew it, and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his ear.

26:52 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. (Refers to the Second Woe, our accusers shall receive the sword from Jesus and His armies.)
26:53 Do you think that I cannot call upon My Father and He will not provide Me at this moment with more than twelve legions of Angels?

26:54 But then how would the Scriptures be fulfilled which say that it must come to pass in this way?”

Mk 14:46 At this they laid hands on Jesus and arrested Him.

14:47 One of the bystanders drew his sword, struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his ear.

Lk 22:50 And one of them struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear.

22:51 But Jesus said in reply, “Stop, no more of this!” Then He touched the servant’s ear and healed him.

My son, say to My people, this is a very important lesson to be leaned, since I, placed it in all four Gospels. Behold and understand, your weapons on earth are to return good for evil.
My son, understand this, to suffer injuries with composure and to pardon them entirely for Me, will be more acceptable in My eyes, than if you choose of your own will to do the most severe penance and shed your own blood for Me. Humble yourself before those who persecute you, love them and pray for them from your heart.
Conceive no anger towards any man, for in reality he is an instrument of My Divine providence for your special good. With this knowledge and that many men are capable of salvation as long as they are alive, should excite you to love them truly with a great fervor. 

You must understand, when you are faced with envy, spite and hatred from men, loving charity is revealed when a hungry soul desires their salvation.
My son, say to My people, when a man can suffer an injustice and endure hardship through his awareness of God’s presence, this is the work of My Spirit in him. If you do wrong and get beaten for it, what credit can you claim? But if you put up with suffering for doing what is right, this is acceptable in My eyes. I suffered for you in just this way and left you an example. When I was insulted, I returned no insult; when I suffered, I did not threaten; instead, I handed Myself over to the one who judges justly. 1 Pt (2:19)
Wis 18:22 And He overcame the bitterness not by bodily strength, not by force of arms; but by word He overcame the punisher,

But I say to you, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. Lk (6:27)
Then Jesus, turning toward His enemies, spoke to them: “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to seize Me? But this is your hour, the time for the power of darkness”.
For Jesus knew and fully understood the cause of their malice, hatred and envy. He had publicly reprehended the vices of the Pharisees and captured the good will of the humble.  

Lk 22:52 And Jesus said to the chief priests and temple guards and elders who had come for Him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs?

22:53 Day after day I was with you in the temple area, and you did not seize Me; but this is your hour, the time for the power of darkness.”

The question that we must ask ourselves is, what is darkness?

1 Jn 2:9 He who says he is in the light and hates his brother is in the darkness still. 

2:10 He who loves his brother abides (lives) in the light, and in it there is no cause for stumbling. 

2:11 But he who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

Mk 14:48 Jesus said to them in reply, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs, to seize Me?

14:49 Day after day I was with you teaching in the temple area, yet you did not arrest Me; but that the Scriptures may be fulfilled.”

Mt 26:55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to seize Me? Day after day I sat teaching in the temple area, yet you did not arrest Me.

Notice, the Lord’s enemies could not capture Him without His consent. The reason they could not arrest Him before because He Himself had not given His permission until that hour. Jesus informed them, that the hour of His being captured, injured and afflicted had come, He said: “This is your hour and the power of darkness”. Behold, until then it was necessary for Him to be with men as their Teacher, therefore He did not permit them to take His life. But He desired to complete His model of Love; and therefore He now permitted them to take Him prisoner and to execute their will. Thereupon they fell upon the meekest Lamb like fierce tigers, binding Him securely with ropes and chains in order to lead Him to the house of the high priest.

Jn 18:12 So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus, bound Him.

Brothers, in this life if we fail to rehearse over and over again our Lord’s Passion and Death, we will not have the ability to appreciate His charity towards us. 

Brothers, let’s not act like fools who want to indulge in the pleasures of this life, while Jesus our Creator has suffered the most bitter interior pains and torments. For man is not a true son of his Father, who does not imitate Him. Nor is a man a good disciple, who does not follow his Master. 

Questions.

1) Jesus was known to be from the town of Nazareth and He was called a _______?

2) The soldiers that came to arrest Jesus were looking for Jesus the Nazorean and Jesus answered ___   _____ .

3) What happened to the soldiers when Jesus answered them "I am"?

4) Lucifer and his demons were there when Jesus was arrested. When Jesus said "I am", what happened to them.

5) When Moses asked God His name, God replied, ___ ___ ___ ___.

6) Apostle Peter tried to defend Jesus by cutting off the ear of the high priest's servant named ________.

7) The book of Proverbs says that zeal (enthusiasm) without ________ is not good.

8) Our weapons are not the sword like Peter used but returning ______ for evil.

9) When you are faced with envy, spite and hatred from men, loving charity is revealed when a hungry soul desires their ________.

