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GOD’S WISDOM IS THE WISDOM OF THE CROSS.

(Contains the revelations of Mary of Agreda.)

Part One "Gethsemane".

Chapter 2, Part 1 has seven sections and questions for each section.  

Jesus And His Apostles Depart For Gethsemane

(Contains the revelations of Mary of Agreda.)
Having already advanced some hours, Jesus chose to leave the room where the Last Supper occurred and went forth to a nearby Olive grove. The Lord then rose to depart from the cenacle. (The cenacle is the room where the Passover supper and the Eucharist occurred. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cenacle) Also His Mother Mary left Her room in order to meet Jesus. At this face-to-face meeting a sword of sorrow pierced the heart of Son and Mother, inflicting a pang of grief beyond all human and Angelic thought. The sorrowful Mother threw Herself at the feet of Jesus, adoring Him as Her true God and Savior. The Lord, looking upon Her, spoke to Her only these words: “My Mother, I shall be with You in tribulation; let Us accomplish the will of the Father and the salvation of men”. 

His Mother offered Herself as a sacrifice with Her whole heart and asked Her Son's blessing. Having received this She returned to the cenacle, where, by a special miracle of the Holy Trinity, She was enabled to see all that passed in connection with Her Son. Thus She was enabled to accompany Him and suffer with Him in His activity. The owner of the cenacle, who was present at this meeting, moved by a divine impulse, offered his house and all that it contained to the Mother of Jesus, asking Her to make use of all that was his during Her stay in Jerusalem; and Mary accepted his offer with humble thanks. The thousand Angels of Her guard, in forms visible to Her, together with some of the pious women of Her company remained with the Lady.

Jesus left the house of the Cenacle with all the men who had been present at the Last Supper. Soon many of them dispersed in the different streets in order to attend to their own affairs. Followed by His twelve Apostles, Jesus directed His steps toward Mount Olivet, heading east, outside the eastern walls of Jerusalem. Judas knew that Jesus was to pass the night in prayer, as His usual custom. This appeared to Judas a most opportune occasion for delivering Jesus into the hands of the scribes and the Pharisees. Having taken this resolve, he lagged behind and permitted Jesus and His Apostles to proceed. Unnoticed, Judas lost them from view and departed in all haste. This wicked deed created within Judas incredible turmoil. Peace was far away for him. Driven on by the stormy hurricane of thoughts raised by his bad conscience, Judas arrived breathless at the house of the high priest. On the way it happened, that Lucifer, perceiving the haste of Judas in wanting the death of Jesus Christ, and fearing that after all Jesus might be the Word of God, came toward him in the shape of his friend, acquainted with the intended betrayal. In this shape Lucifer could speak to Judas without being recognized. He tried to persuade him that this project of selling his Master did at first seem advisable on account of the wicked deeds attributed to Jesus; but that, having reconsidered the matter, he did not consider it advisable to deliver Him over to the Levite priests and Pharisees. For Jesus was not so bad as Judas might imagine; nor did He deserve death; and besides He might free Himself by some miracles and involve his betrayer Judas into great difficulties. Thus Lucifer sought to counteract the suggestions with which he had previously filled the heart of Judas. He hoped to confuse his victim; but Lucifer’s attempt was in vain. For Judas preferred to take Jesus life rather than to encounter the wrath of the Pharisees. Filled with fear and his greed, he took no account of the counsel of Lucifer, although he had no suspicion of not being the friend whose shape the devil had assumed.   

The Pharisees had gathered together to consult the promised betrayal. Judas entered and told them that he had left Jesus with the other disciples and they were on their way to Mount Olivet. This seemed to Judas to be a favorable occasion for His arrest. On this night they had already made sufficient preparations to prevent His escaping their hands. The Jewish priests were much rejoiced and began to busy themselves by gathering an armed force for the arrest of Jesus. 

Brothers, Satan's purpose is to destroy us by losing hope. He wants to take our peace and exchange it for turmoil. He sets man against man by having men attack each other. But on this night, Satan revised his plans by trying to reverse Judas' plans on betraying Jesus. For over 5100 years, the day Adam was created, Lucifer had been searching the world for the Word of God assuming flesh.    

According to Mary of Agreda, Lucifer couldn't determine if Jesus was the Word of God or an ordinary man. On the one hand, Lucifer saw Jesus as fatigued and impoverished. On the other hand, Satan witnessed the miracles of Jesus. Satan was perplexed because he reasoned that God wouldn't allow Himself to be so weak. Satan expected the Word of God to be a powerful figure and never expected a suffering Man. The miracles that Jesus performed would throw Lucifer and His other demons into heated debates. A mystery existed, thus the demons decided to stop the death of this Man Jesus. Not understanding how the death of the Word of God would save mankind, the demons reasoned that if Jesus was the Word of God, His death would bring some great misfortune to themselves.

This may seem to contradict what the Gospels say about the demons knowing that Jesus was the Son of God. In the Gospel of Luke it say:

Lk 4:40﻿ Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases brought them to Jesus; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them. 

4:﻿41﻿ And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But He reproved them, and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ.

It would seem strong evidence that the demons knew Jesus. But the demons are great liars and through lying they were hoping to learn something about Jesus. Jesus stopped them from proclaiming Him the Christ because it was not in God's Plan that the Jews be given the knowledge that Jesus was Christ through the devil. In addition, if the devil knew that Jesus was the Word of God, they would have never stirred the Jews into killing Him. Paul says in his Epistle that if the rulers knew Jesus was the Christ they would have never crucified Him. 1 Cor (2:5) The same can be said about the devil; Lucifer would never infuriated the Jews to kill Jesus. It also must be understood that it is the Father that reveals the Son. Recall how Apostle Peter proclaimed Jesus as the Christ?

﻿Mt (16:8) ﻿ Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” ﻿

16:17﻿ And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

The devil can only know what the Father allows the devil to know. The Plan of God is to crush the head and arrogance of Lucifer. Keeping Lucifer guessing was the Father's Plan. 
On Their Journey To Gethsemane, Jesus Foretells Peter’s Denial. 

Mk 14:26 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

14:27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 

14:28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 

14:29 Peter said to Jesus, “Even though they all fall away, I will not.” 

14:30 And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” 

14:31 But Peter said vehemently, “If I must die with You, I will not deny You.” And they all said the same.

1) “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered”. As sheep stray from the flock, men easily stray from God’s Commandments. Jesus was the Shepherd that guided the Apostles. And once the Shepherd was taken captive, the Apostles were scattered. 

Mt 26:30 Then, after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

26:31 Then Jesus said to them, “This night all of you will have your faith in Me shaken, for it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be dispersed’;

26:32 but after I have been raised up, I shall go before you to Galilee.”

26:33 Peter said to Him in reply, “Though all may have their faith in You shaken, mine will never be.”

26:34 Jesus said to him, “Amen, I say to you, this very night before the cock crows, you will deny Me three times.”

26:35 Peter said to him, “Even though I should have to die with You, I will not deny You.” And all the disciples spoke likewise. 

Brothers, three times Jesus forewarns Peter about his coming denials. The first time occurred after the washing of feet. The second time occurs after Jesus changed bread and wine into His Body and Blood. And the third time took place while Jesus and the Apostles were walking to Gethsemane. Scripture is in the habit of using the number three. Three represents a journey, a journey within the three powers of our soul. (Memory, understanding, and heart.) Scripture wants us to understand the seriousness of our sins because when we sin we use our three powers. Thus when we sin, we deny Jesus with our memory, understanding and heart.

Jesus And His Apostles Arrive At Gethsemane

Lk 22:39 Then going out He went, as was His custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed Him.

1) “As was His custom”. As Scripture says, “My life is worn out by sorrow, My years by sighing”. Ps (31:11) In short, His custom was to record the sorrows of others in His heart. Let the world know that Jesus experienced the sorrows, depressions, and loss of hope in the hearts of man. (Caused by sin) On this night, however, it was different. On this night and the following day, Jesus was going to experience the total sum of every man’s sorrows. This included the sorrows of mankind during the daytime of life and the loss of hope inflicted on each man during their Final Tests. 

Jn 18:1 .. Jesus went out with His disciples across the Kidron Valley to where there was a garden, into which He and His disciples entered.

Mk 14:32 Then they came to a place named Gethsemane. 

Mt 26:36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane. 

Jesus went to a place known as Gethsemane, which means “an oil press.” Gethsemane was a gardenlike enclosure in an olive orchard near the foot of the Mount of Olives. This secluded spot, known also to Judas, was Christ’s favorite place to intercede.
The Mount of Olives; is a small range of four summits, east of the Kidron Valley, the highest which overlooks Jerusalem. This mile-long range dominates Jerusalem, rising 230 feet above the Temple in Jerusalem. The Garden of Gethsemane is at the foot of Mount Olives. Thickly wooded with olive trees in Jesus’ day.
Brothers, we can liken our intercessions as squeezing the oil from the olive. As I have already said, the garden is named after the oil press. (Gethsemane) For more information on the symbolism of the olive, see The Passion Movie, chapter 2 part c.
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Olive grove

Is Scripture a history book or a spiritual book? It should be evident by now how Scripture is constantly using worldly terms to describe spiritual realities. I also would like to add, before events spring into being, the Lord announces them to us. Is (42:9) In the Second Book of Samuel, God foretells in advance how Jesus is pursued by the Apostle Judas and the Jews. In this Book, Scriptures reveals this scenario by using King David. For you see King David is running for his life. His son Absalom (Symbolic of the Jews) and his friend Ahithophel (Symbolic of Judas) have procured a force against him to kill him. The Bible narrates how King David flees Jerusalem, crosses the Kidron Valley. David's soldiers move on ahead of him by way of the Mount of Olives. 2 Sm (15:22) As David went up the Mount of Olives, he wept without ceasing. His head was covered, and he was walking barefoot. All those who were with him also had their heads covered and were weeping as they went. 2 Sm (15:30) (David wept because his son Absalom wanted to kill him.) Behold, King David is a mere shadow and symbolism for Christ. Yes before events spring into being, the Lord announces them to us through Scripture. Is (42:9) God foretells the outcome, in advance, things not yet done. Is (46:10) So I ask you, do you know why King David is weeping and Jesus is sweating blood on the Mount of Olives? A little wisdom is needed here; with a little ingenuity anyone could answer. I begin by quoting the Book of Isaiah:

Is 55:13 If an enemy had denounced Me, that I could bear; If My foe had viewed Me with contempt, from that I could hide.

55:14 But it was you, My other self, My comrade and friend,

55:15 You, whose company I enjoyed, at whose side I walked in procession in the house of God.

My friend is who wronged Me; Jb (16:20) the one who I loved has turned against Me! Jb (19:19) It was My friend who had My trust, who shared My table, has scorned Me. Is (41:10) Is it not a sorrow unto death when your bosom companion becomes Your enemy? Sir (37:2) 

Brothers, we are all considered friends of Jesus. But many men at their Final Tests will reject Jesus and how Jesus recorded their sorrows in His heart. Jesus is experiencing deep grief because most will reject Him during life and again at their Final Tests. As Jesus warned us by saying, “How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few”. Mt (7:14) We are required to find this gate to life by valuing the sorrows of others. 
Jesus Counsels The Apostles to Pray. 

Then they came to a place named Gethsemane, Jesus said to all the Apostles: “Wait for Me, and seat yourselves here while I go a short distance from here to pray; do you also pray, in order that you may not enter into temptation”. Jesus gave them this advice so that they might be firm in the coming persecutions. Jesus had warned them at the Last Supper; that all of them should be scandalized on account of what they should see Him suffer that night.

Mt 26:36 …He said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”

Lk 22:40 “Pray that you may not undergo the test.” (Pray that you don’t fail the Final Test)
﻿Mk 14:32﻿ And they went to a place which was called Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, “Sit here, while I pray.” 

Brothers, the word temptation is misunderstood. There is only one temptation, and this temptation occurs at our Final Tests.  All men will be tempted into the loss of hope. Satan and His armies will accuse each man with violent speech, causing many men to loss hope through depression and anger. People confuse trials with temptations. A trial occurs when we have an opportunity to practice virtue when faced with sin. Scripture likens trials as opportunities to be “purified by fire”. In other words, purified by fire means we must return “good” for “evil”. To be perfect, we must practice the twelve virtues when faced by sin.  

The Agony. 

In the garden, Jesus separated Himself from the Apostles, except He took with Him Peter, John, and James. They went to another place in the olive grove, where they could neither be seen nor heard by the rest. 

Mk 14:33 He took with Him Peter, James, and John, and began to be troubled and distressed.

1) "Began to be troubled and distressed". The Spirit of Jesus was troubled because He was experiencing the sorrows and loss of hope in the souls of humanity. 

Mt 26:37﻿ And taking with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, (Refers to James and John.) He began to be sorrowful and troubled.
Jesus raised His eyes up to the eternal Father while interiorly He prayed in fulfillment of prophecy, permitting the sorrows of depression and loss of hope to approach Him. In this prayer, Christ offered Himself again to the Father as an example for us. Jesus gave consent, that all the torments of His Passion be let loose over His flesh. From that moment Jesus suspended and restrained whatever relief would otherwise overflow from His Divinity into His flesh. Jesus intentionally abandoned the comfort of the Divinity so that the darkness of depression caused by sin might reach the highest degree possible. This prayer was the floodgate through which the rivers of suffering and loss of hope were to find entrance, foretold by David.

Ps 69:2 Save Me, God, for the waters have reached My neck.

69:3 I have sunk into the mire (Heavy deep mud or slush.) of the deep, where there is no foothold. I have gone down to the watery depths; the flood overwhelms Me.

69:4 I am weary with crying out; My throat is parched. My eyes have failed, looking for My God.

69:5 More numerous than the hairs of My head are those who hate Me without cause. Too many for My strength are My treacherous enemies. Must I now restore what I did not steal?

1) "For the waters have reached My neck". As we know in the real world, water can cause physical death through drowning. Spiritually, Jesus can also die if He loses hope. It is true, Jesus was tempted with losing hope when He experienced the lose of hope in billions of souls at their Final Tests.

2) "The flood overwhelms Me". There are far more souls that fail their Final Tests than those that appreciate His love. Since many souls chose hell, it can me liken to a flood that overwhelms Jesus.

3) "I am weary with crying out". During His life upon the earth, Jesus was constantly praying to the Father to save all men. For 33 years, Jesus was one continual prayer. (Revealed to Saint Bridget.) Each heart beat was a prayer for the sinner and the elect.

4) "My eyes have failed, looking for My God". The human will of Jesus was different than the will of the Holy Trinity. The will of Jesus wanted all men to be saved, but the will of the Father required men to appreciate the actions of His Son.

Jesus is the fullness of God and fully Man. Christ, being both Human and Divine, had both Human and Divine wills. (Council of Chalcedon 431 AD)

5) "More numerous than the hairs of My head are those who hate Me without cause". Most men will find at their Final Tests how their sins will cause depression and loss of hope. They will seek death (non existence) but can't have it. Thus they will grow angry and turn their anger against Jesus and the Holy Trinity.

6) "Too many for My strength are My treacherous enemies". The strength in which Jesus is speaking about is His hope. With so many souls wanting death because of their depression, Jesus is crushed by the darkness of loss of hope.

7) "Must I now restore what I did not steal"? How can Jesus restore the hope in which most men lose? The Father's justice will not allow it. It was Satan that stole men's hope through hell's accusations. The book of Hebrews says the devil has the power of death. Heb (2:16)    

Brothers, Jesus has also been crying out for two thousand years. In fact He is weary with crying out and His throat is parched. Ps (69:4) Yes, He is complaining to us. And since no man has written about the Final Test and His emotions concerning those that fail their Final Tests, Jesus is weary in crying out. And I say it with sadness; we could not hear Jesus and His pleading.

Brothers, each of us needs to feel loved by someone. We need to know that someone cares about us. In the same way light gives beauty to the world, being loved by others brings beauty into our lives. 

And immediately Jesus began to be sorrowful and feel the anguish of His soul and therefore said to Peter, James and John: “My Soul is sorrowful unto death”. Mk (14:34) These words contain a great mystery. This sorrow penetrated His three powers, by which He knew the judgments and decrees of Divine Justice. Jesus knew and was experiencing the suicidal sorrows of mankind, and this was indeed the source of His sorrow. He did not say that He was sorrowful on account of His physical death, but unto death, for the sorrow naturally arising from the repugnance to physical death, was not a fear. 

Jb 6:2 For My anguish can’t be measured on scales; it outweighs the sands of the sea.

My son, say to My people, I covered Myself with the deep waters of sin, the depressions of man were made Mine. Do you see how I carry your guilt? I experienced every act of anger, envy, violence, slander, thievery, and callousness and the depression caused by each of these sins. In short I witnessed every sin against the Natural and Written Laws and experienced each these sins. For you see, all sin leads to no hope followed by depression and then to suicide. As soon as I lived the pain of each sin, I stood before My Father with all your acts of hatred and self-love. Truly, I suffered terribly as I experienced the depressions of humanity. (As Scripture says; He was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins. Is (53:5))

I ask you again, can you drink from My cup? Can you contemplate the sins that I had to experience? I say to you, picture within your minds the sins of every man, as if you were present in real time. Could your senses withstand it? Could your emotions cope witnessing and experiencing the sorrows and depressions of humanity? When a soul falls into the emotions of no hope this is a pain above all pains. My plea to you is this, contemplate humanities depressions, then you will be imitating Me. I will come and share My grief with you; then your hearts will experience death as Mine experienced death.             

The Three Apostles who were with Jesus understood that now was His hour of suffering and death. This confounded and confused Peter, James and John. You see, in order that they might believe that Jesus was a man capable of suffering, it was fitting that they should know as eye-witnesses His human sorrow and affliction. 

Mk 14:34 Then Jesus said to them, “My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep watch.”

Mt 26:38﻿ Then He said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with Me.”
1) “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death". The extreme sorrow in which Jesus was experiencing was suicidal depression. Death is suicidal depression because no other pain desires non existence. Jesus was experiencing the emotions of all those who failed their Final Tests.
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The Apostles witnessed His changed appearance and were pierced to the heart, for the change in color of His face manifested the anguish of His soul. 2 Mac (3:16)
Brothers, its very common for a person’s appearance to change when confronted with grief. Take for an example mother’s grief when a child of hers dies.

Brothers, the Apostles did witness Christ’s sorrow, but they were unaware what was causing His sufferings. Scripture says that the hearts of the Apostles were hardened. Mk (6:51 & 8:17) Scripture also says the Apostles were looking for a place of honor. Mk (10:37) The same reasons exist today. Only the childlike, Mt (11:25) and those that have decided to be servants to their brothers spiritually will receive the thoughts and emotions of Jesus. Mt (23:11)
Questions. 

1) By a special miracle the Holy Mother was able to watch all the events that occurred to __________ during His time in the garden and His time arrested.

2) Judas lagged behind Jesus and the other Apostles as they were heading toward the Garden called ________. Judas was going to the scribes and _______ to deliver ______ over to them.

3) The devil was confused on who Jesus was. He saw Jesus tired and poor and couldn't believe God would allow this to occur. But the devil saw the miracles which no ordinary man does. God the Father is the only one who will reveal the Son of Christ. Which Apostle proclaimed Jesus as the _________, the _____ of the living God?

4) If the Jews had known Jesus was the Christ, would they have killed Him? What is the scripture verse that proves your answer?

5) On the night Jesus was arrested, Jesus warns Peter how many times that he will deny Him? Name the locations that Jesus told Peter he will deny Him?

6) Jesus custom was to pray. His custom was to record the _______ of ______.

7) The garden was named Gethsemane. This word means ____________.

8) What kind of trees were in the garden Gethsemane?

9) Jesus separated Himself from the Apostles except He took with Him Peter, James and _____.

10) Zebedee's sons are ______ and ______.

11) At the Council of Chalcedon in 431 AD it was determined and approved by the Pope that Jesus had two wills. Name these two wills? 

12) Jesus said in the garden that "My Soul is sorrowful unto ______". The anguish of Jesus can't be measured on scales because it outweighs the ______ of the sea.

13) Death is suicidal _______.

14) Because the Final Test is hidden from men they are unaware that Jesus experienced the suicidal emotions of those that failed their _______  _______. 

