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Faith

Canon (list) of Faith.

Cannon (list) of Catholic Faith. 

Rom 10:17﻿ So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ. 

The Book of Hebrews, chapter 11, reveals the definitions of faith. For faith comes from what we hear. Below is a list or called a cannon describing what Catholics should believe.

1) If we believe that the world was created by the word of God, this is called faith. Heb (11:3)

﻿Jn 1:1﻿ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

1:﻿2﻿ He was in the beginning with God; ﻿

1:3﻿ all things were made through Him, and without Him was not anything made that was made.

﻿Col 1:15﻿ He (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation; ﻿

1:16﻿ for in Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or authorities—all things were created through Him and for Him. ﻿

1:17﻿ He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.

﻿Heb 11:3﻿ By faith we understand that the world was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was made out of things which do not appear.
The Scripture verses above tells us that all things are created for Jesus. If we believe this, this is called faith. With this being said, our daily activities have no value unless we do them in union with the will of the Father. Our personal ambitions and the mankind's daily activities have nothing to do with Christ and thus will all pass away.    
2) If we believe that by making an acceptable sacrifice, approved as righteous, it will last forever, this is faith. Heb (11:4) (Abel) 

﻿Mt 6:18﻿ so that you may not appear to be fasting, except to your Father who is hidden. And your Father who sees what is hidden will repay you.
﻿6:19﻿ “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and decay destroy, and thieves break in and steal.

﻿6:20﻿ But store up treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves break in and steal.

﻿Mt 19:21﻿ Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to (the) poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me.”

﻿2 Tim 4:6﻿ For I (Paul) am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. 

4:﻿7﻿ I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. ﻿4:8﻿ Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved His appearing.

﻿Heb 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he received approval as righteous, God bearing witness by accepting his gifts; he died, but through his faith Abel's sacrifice is still speaking. 

If we believe we can store up treasure in heaven by making acceptable sacrifices like giving alms to the poor, this is called faith. The Protestants will preach how our actions are but polluted rages. Is (64:5) This is true if our sacrifice is made like Cain's. We must show good fruits as evidence of our repentance. The Protestants proclaim loudly our good works have nothing to do with our salvation. Lk (3:8) But since they are incorrect on how salvation works, they badly judge the importance of good fruits.   

3) If we believe by drawing near to God that God rewards those that seek Him, and we will not die, this is called faith. Heb (11:6) (Enoch)

﻿Jn 11:25﻿ Jesus said to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, ﻿

11:26﻿ and whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
﻿Jn 8:51﻿ Truly, truly, I say to you, if any one keeps My word, he will never see death.” 

﻿Heb 11:5﻿ By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death; and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was attested as having pleased God. ﻿

11:6﻿ And without faith it is impossible to please him. For whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who seek him.
By drawing near to God we can become like Enoch and the others called the 144,000, this is called faith. The elect who need purgatory are called dead. But this death is completely different than those who are in hell who are also called dead.

4) When God warns us and we take heed, this is called faith. Heb (11:7) (Noah)

﻿Mt 7:8﻿ “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. ﻿

7:14﻿ For the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it are few.

﻿Mt 19:39﻿ He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My (Jesus) sake will find it.

﻿Heb 11:7﻿ By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, took heed and constructed an ark for the saving of his household. His faith was a judgment on the world and condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness which comes by faith.

Throughout the Scriptures God warns us that their is a hell and all who are unfaithful will fall into it. If we believe this, this is called faith. But very few Christians believe that massive numbers of people are heading to hell because they reason God is loving and merciful. But people do not recognize His mercy and love pertains to those who repent. What make matters worse is many sins are committed with the person not recognizing it as a sin and thus they fail to change their sinful habits and repent. Faith in God's warnings is not heeded among Christians and thus only a remnant are saved by grace. Rom (11:5) People have made God like themselves and thus reason God will be merciful to most souls. Such thoughts are a sin of arrogance. As I said they lack faith in God's warnings.   

5) If we believe in the words of God, this is called faith. Heb (11:11) (Sarah)

﻿﻿Mt 9:27﻿ And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son of David.” 

9:﻿28﻿ When He entered the house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord.” ﻿

9:29﻿ Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be it done to you."
﻿﻿Heb 11:11﻿ By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered Him (God) faithful who had promised. 

6) If we believe that we are exiles on earth and seeking a homeland, a better country, that is, a heavenly one, this is called faith. Heb (11:13) (All the elect.)

1 Jn 2:15﻿ Do not love the world or the things in the world. If any one loves the world, love for the Father is not in him. ﻿

2:16﻿ For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world. ﻿

2:17﻿ And the world passes away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God lives for ever. 

﻿Col 3:1﻿ If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. ﻿

3:2﻿ Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.

﻿Heb 11:13﻿ These all died in faith, not having received what was promised, but having seen it and greeted it from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. ﻿

11:14﻿ For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. ﻿

11:15﻿ If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 

11:﻿16﻿ But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

7) If we believe that God can raise men even from the dead, this is called faith. Heb (11:17) (Abraham)

﻿1 Cor 15:12﻿ Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? ﻿

15:13﻿ But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; ﻿

15:14﻿ if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 

﻿Acts 23:5﻿ But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead I am on trial.” ﻿

23:7﻿ And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees; and the assembly was divided. 

23:﻿8﻿ For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit; but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.

﻿Heb 11:17﻿ By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was ready to offer up his only son, ﻿

11:18﻿ of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your descendants be named.” ﻿

11:19﻿ He considered that God was able to raise men even from the dead; hence he did receive him back and this was a symbol.

In the verse above we are told that Abraham reasoned that if he sacrificed Isaac by killing him, God would restore Isaac's life. Abraham thought Isaac's death would only be temporary.   

If we believe that Jesus was raised from the dead and if we believe every man will be reunited to their bodies at the Final Judgment, this is called faith. 

8) If we are not afraid of earthly rulers with wicked laws who can kill us for disobeying such laws, this is called faith. Heb (11:23) (Moses' parents)

﻿Acts 5:26﻿ And when they had brought the Apostles, they set them before the council. And the high priest questioned them, 

5:﻿28﻿ saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in this Name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you intend to bring this Man’s blood upon us.” ﻿

5:29﻿ But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men".

﻿Mk 12:14﻿ And they came and said to Him, “Teacher, we know that you are true, and care for no man; for you do not regard the position of men, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? ﻿

12:15﻿ Should we pay them, or should we not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why put Me to the test? Bring Me a coin, and let me look at it.” ﻿

12:16﻿ And they brought one. And He said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 

12:﻿17﻿ Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they were amazed at Him. 

In 1534, Henry VIII requires everyone to swear allegiance to him as head of the English Catholic Church. Five years earlier King Henry the VIII grants himself a divorce because the Pope will not. Two men, Thomas More who was the king's Prime Minister and Bishop John Fisher refuse to swear allegiance. Both men lost their heads because they refused the kings edict. 

﻿Heb 11:23﻿ By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict.
9) If we chose ill-treatment with other God fearing people than enjoy the temporary pleasures of sin, this is called faith. Heb (11:25) (Moses)

﻿Jn 15:18﻿ “If the world hates you, know that it has hated Me before it hated you. ﻿

15:19﻿ If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

﻿Heb 11:24﻿ By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,
﻿11:25 choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. ﻿11:26﻿ He considered abuse suffered for the Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he looked to the reward. 
10) If we value the Blood of Jesus, and believe the Blood will intoxicate us and thus escape the destroyer at our Final Tests, this is called faith. Heb (11:28) (Moses)

﻿Heb 11:28﻿ By faith Moses kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the first-born might not touch them.

Unfortunately no one knows of the Final Test and thus the faith of being protected from our accusers has not be previously revealed. But those who study can rest upon faith they will be protected if they value the Blood of Jesus.
11) When we flee our accusers at our Final Tests and know our accusers will be destroyed, this is called faith. Heb (11:29) (Moses)

﻿Heb 11:29﻿ By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land; but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. 
The eleven definitions of faith above are described by the Book of Hebrews as things hoped for with a guarantee even though we can't see them in our hands. 

﻿Heb 11:1﻿ Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
The Book of James gives us the best description of faith. 

James 1:2 Count it all joy, my brethren, when you meet various trials, ﻿

1:23﻿ for you know that the testing of your faith produces immovability.

We must realize we need immovability at our Final Tests. We are being trained during life to be immovable so we can withstand our accusers at our Final Tests.

﻿James 1:6﻿ But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 

When a man doubts in faith, his Final Test can be described as a soul driven by waves of the sea and its winds.

﻿James 2:16﻿ What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has not works? Can his faith save him?

Such faith without words will not make him ready for the Final Test.
﻿James 2:17﻿ So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

﻿James 2:10 Do you want to be shown, you shallow man, that faith apart from works is barren? 

﻿James 2:21﻿ Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered his son Isaac upon the altar? ﻿

2:22﻿ You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by works, 

2:﻿23﻿ and the scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness”; and he was called the friend of God. 

2:﻿24﻿ You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone. 
Faith must be exercised so we can be ready for the Final Test.

Saint Peter's advice on faith. 

Saint Peter in His Epistle, in a very complicated way in which he wrote, gives us this spiritual advice. I took the liberty to explain it in normal terms. Peter says that the knowledge of Jesus and His promises gives us the power to escape our corrupted passions and share in His Divine nature. Thus we should make every effort in exercising our faith by practicing virtue, and our experience with the virtues we add spiritual knowledge. We should make progress in our self-control so we can be ready and immoveable when tempted with sin. We should see improvement of our brotherly affection that leads to brotherly love where we become very concerned for our brother's spiritual and physical condition. If we do not do these things, we are being ineffective and unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. If we lack these things we are blind and seeking our passions and have forgotten how we were cleansed from our old sins. 2 Pet (1:3)

Where do people get their faith? 

Rom 10:17﻿ So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ. 

If our faith comes from what is heard, oh how sad because Christians have many theologies. If our doctrine about Jesus Christ, the Son of our heavenly Father is incorrect, so will be our faith and thus our actions will be in error. Our faith must not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 1 Cor (2:5) Paul says there is one faith. Eph (4:5)

We must realize if we were born to Jewish parents, our faith would be Jewish. If we were born to Muslim parents, our faith would be Muslim. The point to be made is how our faith is what we learned. If we learned in error, then our faith is in error. Also recognize how people modify their faith they learned. Without realizing it, people make their faith fit how they feel. For instance, there are people who will feel that hell does not exist because God is loving and merciful. So if they feel something, they make it a part of what they believe and call it faith. That is why people say "I believe this" or "My faith is that". Thus men create God in their image. This is a sin called arrogance. People lack the humility to believe in the keys of Peter. 

Examine your faith. 

2 Cor 13:5﻿ Examine yourselves, to see whether you are holding to your faith. Test yourselves. Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you? —unless indeed you fail to meet the test! 

If our faith has no works to follow, we are dead and thus fail the test. If we failed the test then Christ is not in us.

2 Tim 2:11﻿ So shun youthful passions and aim at righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.
Apostle Paul and his confusing teaching about the law. 

﻿Gal 2:15﻿ We ourselves, who are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners, ﻿

2:16﻿ yet who know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified.

So why does Saint Paul say we are not justified by works of the law? We must realize that Paul was a Pharisee and that he prided himself with works of the Pharisee' law. Jesus complained about how the Pharisees forget the weightier parts of the law, justice, mercy and faith.

Mt 23:﻿23﻿ “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and faith; these you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. ﻿23:24﻿ You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!
﻿Phil 3:4﻿ Though I myself (Paul speaking) have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If any other man thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 

3:﻿5﻿ circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee, 

3:﻿6﻿ as to zeal a persecutor of the church, as to righteousness under the law blameless.

Apostle Paul as a Pharisee was doing works of the law without justice, mercy and faith. We must add faith, mercy and justice to the law to become ready for our Final Tests.

Questions. 

1) The Cannon of faith is a list of beliefs that can be found in Scripture, in the Book of ______.

2) Do we have faith that everything created in the universe was created for ______.

3) Abel's sacrifice is still speaking because we can store up _________ in heaven.

4) When we make acceptable sacrifices our righteous acts will live forever in the heart of Jesus. Protestants proclaim loudly our actions are _______ rages.

5) If we draw near to Jesus by keeping His word, we will never see ______.

6) We will be rewarded by seeking God with all our hearts and that reward is not going to ___________. We will be likened to Enoch and be taken up to heaven.

7) People do not have faith in God's warnings and thus do not imitate the man who built the ark named ______.

8) God is loving and merciful to those that repent of their _______. But God's mercy will not save people who remain stubborn in their _____. 

9) The gate is easy and wide who enter by it and it leads to _________. People do not have _____ in this warning.

10) Noah was warned by God to build an ark to escape the _______. Noah acted upon the warning and this is called ______. Only a remnant of people hear Scripture's warnings and act upon them. 

11) When we make this earth our home by not thinking about heaven, we have no ______. When we die the world passes ______. Only those who do the will of God ______ for ever. 

12) If we believe in the resurrection of the dead, this is called ______. 

13) The reason why Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son Isaac is he thought God would restore Isaac's life and raise him from the _____. 

14) When we must obey God rather than man this is called _____. It seems this is very hard to do since only two men stood up to king Henry VIII in 1534. Henry VIII required everyone in England to swear allegiance to him as head of the English Catholic Church. Name the two men who lost their heads?

15) The parents of _____ are our example of obeying God rather than man. 

16) We must not forget the teaching of Jesus to give to Caesar the things of Caesar and to ____ the things of _____. 

17) Each of us must decide to either enjoy the temporary pleasures of sin or expect suffering from the world. The man named _____ refused to be called the son of ______  _______. 

18) The blood around the doors at Passover represent how the Blood of Christ will protect us from our ______ at our _____ ______.

19) The list or called a canon of faith are things we can't see but are _____ for. Do we have the conviction that this is true? 

20) In life our faith is tested. We need to be tested in life to be ready four our _____ _______.

21) If we have doubts in faith, we will be like a boat tossed by a _______ at our Final Tests.

22) By reading the Canon of Faith its obvious we must have works in order to be saved by faith. If our faith has no works, Apostle James says our faith is _______. 

23) Faith is completed by our _______.  

24) No man is justified by faith alone but faith must have _____. 

25) Paul says there is one faith. But Christians believe many different things. The sin of ______ has caused this. People lack the ______ to believe in the keys of Peter. 

26) Scripture says to examine ourselves to see if we are holding on to our faith. The only way to do this is to examine our _______. 

27) Paul's writings are confusing when he says, "A man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ". When we neglect justice, mercy and the Canon of Faith, our actions are worthless. We become like the ______ following laws that can't justify us.    

