The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.
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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Year A
(At the end of the Final Test for the elect, Jesus will heal.)

The Sunday Mass Gospel cycle is divided into three years, labeled A, B, and C. (2017 is A) Year A is mostly Mathew. Year B is mostly Mark and chapter 6 of John. Year C is Luke. Gospel John is read during Easter season of all three years. The first reading usually from the Old Testament reflects the theme of the Gospel. The cycle changes on the first day of advent. (Around early December.) These cycles are a result of the Second Vatican Council.
First reading, New American Bible Year A, Read 2016, 2019, 2022, 2025
Is 7:10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz:

7:11 Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God; let it be deep as the nether world, or high as the sky!

7:12 But Ahaz answered, “I will not ask! I will not tempt the LORD!”

7:13 Then he said: Listen, O house of David! Is it not enough for you to weary men, must you also weary my God?

7:14 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you this sign: the Virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and shall name Him Immanuel.

Responsorial Psalm, New American Bible Year A 

Response is: Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27-29


The promises of the LORD I will sing forever; through all generations my mouth shall proclaim Your faithfulness. For You have said, “My kindness is established forever”; in heaven you have confirmed Your faithfulness.

“I have made a covenant with My chosen one, I have sworn to David My servant: Forever will I confirm your posterity and establish your throne for all generations.”

“David shall say of Me, ‘You are my father, my God, the Rock, my savior.’ Forever I will maintain my kindness toward David, and My covenant with him stands firm.”
First reading, New American Bible Year A, Read 2016, 2019, 2022, 2025
Mt 1:18 Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, She was found with Child through the Holy Spirit.

1:19 Joseph Her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose Her to shame, decided to divorce Her quietly.

1:20 Such was his intention when, behold, the Angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your Wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this Child has been conceived in Her.

1:21 She will bear a Son and you are to name Him Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.”

1:22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:

1:23 “Behold, the Virgin shall be with Child and bear a Son, and they shall name Him Emmanuel,” which means “God is with us.”

1:24 When Joseph awoke, he did as the Angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his Wife into his home. 
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Year B
(John the Baptist will arrive near the end of Final Test and Jesus will arrive at the end.) 

First reading New American Bible Year B  Read 2017, 2020, 2023, 2026
2 Sm 7:1 When King David was settled in his palace, and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side,

7:2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a tent!”

7:3 Nathan answered the king, “Go, do whatever you have in mind, for the LORD is with you.”

7:4 But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said:

7:5 “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Should you build me a house to dwell in?
7:8B “It was I who took you from the pasture and from the care of the flock to be commander of My people Israel.

7:9 I have been with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed all your enemies before you. And I will make you famous like the great ones of the earth.

7:10 I will fix a place for My people Israel; I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place without further disturbance. Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old,

7:11 since the time I first appointed judges over My people Israel. I will give you rest from all your enemies. The LORD also reveals to you that He will establish a house for you.

7:12 And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm.
7:14A I will be a Father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 
7:16 Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before Me; your throne shall stand firm forever.’”

Responsorial Psalm, New American Bible Year B

Response is: My soul rejoices in my God.

lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54


My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He has looked upon His lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed:

The Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is His Name. He has mercy on those who fear Him in every generation.

He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty. He has come to the help of His servant Israel for He has remembered His promise of mercy,
First reading New American Bible Year B  Read 2017, 2020, 2023, 2026
Lk 1:26 In the sixth month, the Angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,

1:27 to a Virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the Virgin’s Name was Mary.

1:28 And coming to Her, He said, “Hail, favored one! The Lord is with You.”

1:29 But She was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.

1:30 Then the Angel said to Her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for You have found favor with God.

1:31 Behold, You will conceive in Your womb and bear a Son, and You shall name Him Jesus.

1:32 He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of David His father,

1:33 and He will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no end.”

1:34 But Mary said to the Angel, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” 

1:35 And the Angel said to Her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon You, and the power of the Most High will overshadow You. Therefore the Child to be born will be called Holy, the Son of God.

1:36 And behold, Elizabeth, Your relative, has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren;

1:37 for nothing will be impossible for God.”

1:38 Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to Me according to Your word.” Then the Angel departed from Her.
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Year C  
(The Second Coming of Jesus.)
First reading, New American Bible Year C   Read 2018, 2021, 2024, 2027
Mi 5:1 But you, Bethlehem-Ephrathah too small to be among the clans of Judah, From you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel; Whose origin is from of old, from ancient times.

5:2 (Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne, And the rest of his brethren shall return to the children of Israel.)

5:3 He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of the LORD, in the majestic name of the LORD, his God; And they shall remain, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth;

5:4 A he shall be peace. 

Responsorial Psalm, New American Bible Year C
Response is: Lord, make us turn to You; let us see Your face and we shall be saved.

Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19


Shepherd of Israel, hearken, from Your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth.
Rouse Your power, and come to save us.

Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see; take care of this vine, and protect what Your right hand has planted the son of man whom You Yourself made strong.

May Your help be with the man of Your right hand, with the son of man whom You Yourself made strong.

Then we will no more withdraw from You; give us new life, and we will call upon Your Name.
The Gospel reading New American Bible Year C  Read 2016, 2019, 2022, 2025
Lk 1:39 During those days Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah,

1:40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.

1:41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,

1:42 cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most blessed are You among women, and blessed is the fruit of Your womb.

1:43 And how does this happen to me, that the Mother of my Lord should come to me?

1:44 For at the moment the sound of Your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy.

1:45 Blessed are You who believed that what was spoken to You by the Lord would be fulfilled.”
