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GOD’S WISDOM IS THE WISDOM OF THE CROSS.

(Contains the revelations of Mary of Agreda.)

The Night Spent by Jesus in the Dungeon.

Already past midnight, the whole council resolved to lock Jesus in the subterranean dungeon below Caiaphas’s house. Scarcely any light penetrated into this prison to dispel its darkness. It was filled with such uncleanness and stench, that it would have infected the whole house, if it had not been so remote and so well enclosed. You see it hadn’t been cleaned for many years, both because it was so deep down and only criminals were confined in it, for none thought it worthwhile making it more habitable, and so this place became unworthy of all human kindness. 

God foretells Jesus being thrown into prison by the prophet Jeremiah; he likewise was thrown into a dungeon. 

Jer 37:15 The princes were enraged, and had Jeremiah beaten and thrown into prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe, which they were using as a jail.

37:16 And so Jeremiah entered the vaulted dungeon, where he remained a long time.
The servants dragged the Lord to this polluted and subterranean dungeon. As Jesus was still bound with the chain and ropes, these men freely exercised all cruelty dragging Him forward by the ropes, causing Him to stumble. Having fallen on the ground, these men loaded upon Him their kicks and curses.    

In one corner of the dungeon protruded part of a rock, which on account of its hardness had not been cut out. To this block protruding from the floor, they bound Jesus to it. These men forced the Lord in a most painful and torturing posture, so that He could neither seat nor stand upright for relief. Thus they left Him bound to the rock, closing the prison door with a key and giving it in charge of one of the most hateful of their number.

Now some of the servants decided to return to the dungeon to have some fun at the Lord’s expense. Going up to Him they began to violate Him with their spittle and rain blows upon Him with their fists. Jesus opened not His mouth or made any answer; He raised not His eyes or lost the humble serenity of His expression. Their motive was to try His patience, for they wished to drive Jesus to some ridiculous saying or action. When they witnessed His unchanging meekness, they allowed themselves to be incited still more. They untied Jesus from the stone block and placed Him in the middle of the dungeon, at the same time blindfolding Him with a cloth. They began to come up one after the other and strike Him with their fists, or slap or kick Him, each one trying to outdo the other. “Prophesy”, they would say, “So who was it that struck You”. The meekest Lamb silently accepted this flood of insults and curses. 

Next these most hateful men decided to remove the Lord’s clothes. But God’s justice would not allow this indecency. Thus it happened that none of these men could execute their design. Their limbs became as it were frozen or paralyzed until they changed their intent. As soon as they abandoned their indecency, the use of their limbs would again be restored. Although these men saw themselves paralyzed and suddenly restored, they attributed it to the sorcery and magic of this Man Jesus. They continued to practice their insulting mockery and tortures until they noticed that the night had already far advanced. They again tied Jesus to the column and departed.     

Friday Morning.

At the dawn of Friday morning, the chief priests and scribes, gathered together in order to come to a common decision concerning the death of Christ. This they all desired, but they were anxious to preserve the atmosphere of justice before the people. This council was held in the house of Caiaphas, where the Lord was imprisoned. Once more they commanded to have Jesus brought to them. The servants rushed to the dungeon below to drag Him forth bound and chained as He was. While they untied Him from the column, they mocked Him with great contempt saying: “Well now, Jesus of Nazareth, how little have your miracles helped to defend you. The power that you bragged, being able to rebuild the temple in three days, has failed altogether in securing your escape. But now you shall pay for your presumption and your proud aspirations. Come, the chief priests and the scribes are waiting for you. They shall put an end to you by delivering you over to Pilate, who will quickly finish you”. Having freed Jesus from the rock they dragged Him up to the council. When the members of the council saw Jesus, they were filled with a sort of dreadful surprise. You see, the blows and the spittle, with which they had covered Jesus, had so disfigured Him; they were astonished. However this failed to soften their hearts or move them with compassion.

They again asked Him whether He was the Anointed. Just like all their previous questions, the priests and scribes were not interested in finding any truth, but rather gather and produce a charge against Him. But the Lord, being perfectly willing to die for the truth, denied it not; at the same time He did not wish to confess it in such a manner that they could despise it, or encourage them to mistreat Him. For it is not fitting to place stumbling blocks before others. (Virtue of prudence.) 

﻿Lev 19:14﻿ You shall not curse the deaf, or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but you shall fear your God. I am the LORD.
Therefore Jesus veiled His answer in such a way, that if the Pharisees chose to yield to even the least kindly feeling, they would be able to follow up the mystery hidden in His words. He therefore said to them: “If I tell you that I am He of whom you ask, you will not believe what I say; and if I shall ask you, you will not answer, nor release Me. But I tell you, that the Son of Man, after this, shall seat Himself at the right hand of the power of God”. The priests answered: “Then you are the Son of God”? And the Lord replied: “You say that I am”. This was as if He had said: You have made a very correct statement, that I am the Son of God; for My works, My doctrines, and your own Scripture, testify to the fact, that I am the Christ, the One promised in the law.  

Lk 22:66 When day came the council of elders of the people met, both chief priests and scribes, and they brought Him before their Sanhedrin.

22:67 They said, “If you are the Messiah, tell us,” but He replied to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe,

22:68 and if I question, you will not respond.

22:69 But from this time on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”

22:70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” He replied to them, “You say that I am.”

Notice how Jesus calls Himself the Son of Man. But the Jews respond by asking Jesus if He is the Son of God. We must remember that the Pharisees and scribes considered themselves very educated in the law and prophets. Jn (7:49 & 7:52) They should have recognized the term "son of man" from the scriptures pertaining to Ezekiel. The Lord would call Ezekiel son of man. But the Jews were not interested in learning anything from Jesus answers, thus the Jews didn't respond by asking Jesus why He called Himself the "Son of Man".  

Brothers, this is the second time Jesus tells the Jews that they will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the power of God. The first time occurred the night before in the presence of Caiaphas. Since the "son of man" also represents the 144,000, the 144,000 will be seated at the right hand of God. 
My son; listen and understand; hate the sins but love the people. For it is not fitting to place stumbling blocks before others. Use gentle persuasion; be prudent on what you say. If you are clogged with any anger or hatred, your light cannot shine.   

Ps 39:2 I said, “I will watch my ways, lest I sin with my tongue; I will set a curb on my mouth.”
39:3 Dumb and silent before the wicked, I refrained from any rash speech. (Applies especially for the elect when confronted by the armies of hell during Final Test.)
Prv 9:7 He who corrects an arrogant man earns insult; 

9:8 Reprimand not an arrogant man, lest he hate you; counsel a wise man, and he will love you.

Sir 8:3 Dispute not with a man of railing speech; heap no wood upon his fire.

My son; be prudent in dealing with outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your speech always be gracious and in good taste, and strive to respond properly to all who address you. Col (4:5)

2 Tim 2:23 Avoid foolish and ignorant debates, for you know that they breed quarrels.

2:24 A slave of the Lord should not quarrel, but should be gentle with everyone, able to teach, 

2:25 correcting opponents with kindness. It may be that God will grant them repentance that leads to knowledge of the truth.

My son, how can I minister to your brother if you become hardened when you deal with him?

Listen to what I am saying, you cannot argue with your brothers. You will do more with acts of love and prayers. Pray constantly. It is your love that will fight the mightiest battle.
Continuing with our Lord’s Passion, the hearts of the priests and scribes weren’t disposed to hear the truth. They preferred to call the Lord’s answer a blasphemy, deserving death. They all cried out: “What need have we of further witnesses, since He Himself agrees with it by His own lips”? And they immediately came to complete agreement that He should, as one worthy of death, be brought before Pontius Pilate, who governed Judea in the name of the Roman emperor. 

Lk 22:71 Then they said, “What further need have we for testimony? We have heard it from His own mouth.”
Mk 15:1 As soon as morning came, the chief priests with the elders and the scribes, that is, the whole Sanhedrin, held a council. They bound Jesus, led Him away, and handed Him over to Pilate.

Mt 27:1 When it was morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death.
27:2 They bound Him, led Him away, and handed Him over to Pilate, the governor.

According to the laws of the Roman Empire, capital punishment was reserved to the senate or the emperor and his representatives. Cases involving the taking away of life; wouldn’t be decided without giving the accused a hearing and an opportunity for a defense. In these affairs of justice, the Roman people yielded to the requirements of natural reason more faithfully than other nations. In regard to the trial of Christ, the priests and scribes were pleased with the prospect of having Pilate sentence Jesus to death, because they could then tell the people, that the Roman governor condemned him and that this certainly would not have happened if He were not guilty of death. To this extent had they been blinded by their sins and their hypocrisy, and failed to see how much more guilty they were than the gentile judge. But the Lord arranged it thus, in order that by their own behavior they might reveal all their wickedness more plainly. The executioners therefore brought our Savior to the house of Pilate, in order to present Him, still bound with the same chains and ropes in which they had taken Him from the garden. The city of Jerusalem was full of strangers, who had come from all parts of Israel to celebrate the Passover. (Passover was to begin at sundown that very day which was Friday.) The rumor of His arrest spread quickly because Jesus was well known to all of them. A great crowd gathered to see Him brought in chains through the streets. They were divided in their opinion concerning this Man Jesus; some of them shouted out: “Let Him die, let Him die, this wicked imposter, who deceives the whole world”. Others answered: “His doctrines do not appear to be so bad, nor His works: for He has done good to many”. Still others, who had believed in Him, were much afflicted and wept. The whole city was in confusion and uproar concerning the Nazarene.

Brothers, Lord is the beginning and end of all things. Make no mistake about it; our thoughts and feelings come from God. Notice how the people in Jerusalem were divided in their feelings. I assure you, those who lived by the Natural Law were moved to feel compassion, and those whose hearts were filled with sin desired Christ’s death. Our spirits are determined by how we lived yesterday. 

On Friday morning, the Most Holy Mother, who knew by Divine light all the events that were happening to Her Son, resolved to leave the Cenacle and follow Him to the house of Pilate and then to His death on the Cross. When Mary was about to leave, John arrived. 

From the night before, after the denial of Peter, John observed from afar what happened. Recognizing he had sinned when he took flight, he confessed it to the Mother of God and asked Her pardon. Then he gave an account of all that passed in his heart, what he had done and what he had seen in following Jesus. John thought it well to prepare the afflicted Mother for Her meeting with Her Son. Therefore he sought to influence Her beforehand with some image of His sufferings by saying: “O my Lady, in what a state of suffering is our Divine Master! The sight of Him cannot but break one’s heart; for by the punches and the blows and by the spittle, His most beautiful face is so disfigured and soiled, that you will scarcely recognize Him”. The most prudent Lady listened to his description and broke out in bitter tears. The women, who were with the Blessed Mother, also listened to John, and all of them were filled with grief and terror at his words. The Mother of Jesus asked the Apostle to accompany Her and the other women to the house of Pilate and She said: “Let us quickly leave and see the Son of the eternal Father, who took human form in My womb. You shall see, My dearest friends, the love He has for mankind, and what it costs Him to redeem men from sin and death, and to open for them the gates of heaven”. 

The Blessed Virgin set forth through the streets of Jerusalem accompanied by John and by some pious women. On the streets She heard the people expressing their various opinions and beliefs concerning Jesus of Nazareth. Those with a kind heart grieved over His fate, and they were fewest in number. Others spoke about the intention of His enemies to crucify Him; others related where He was and how He was lead through the streets, bound as a criminal. Others spoke of all the injuries He was undergoing; others asked; what evil has He done that He should be so abused. Others again in their astonishment and in their doubts, said: “What has His miracles brought Him! Without a doubt His miracles were fake, since He can’t defend or free Himself! 

Brothers, a man who seeks only himself, cannot understand how the creator of all things could allow Himself to be treated in this manner. So they determined erroneously that this Man was an imposter, deserving death. As Scripture warns us, “His ways are not your ways. For as high as the sky is above the earth is His thoughts above your thoughts”. Is (55:9)
All the streets and squares were full of people. But in the midst of this excitement, the Blessed Virgin preserved Her composure, praying for the unbelievers and the evildoers. She loved them as sincerely as if She were receiving favors and blessings at their hands. She permitted no anger to enter in Her heart or show any sign of anger in Her exterior conduct against Her Son’s enemies. All of them She looked upon with charity and the desire of doing them good. 

Brothers, as I said earlier, when a soul sees the future outcome of a soul, and understands how that soul will eventually seek suicide, it will feel an extreme compassion for that soul, even if that soul is causing pain. 

My son, love your enemies, pray for your persecutors; this will prove that you are sons of your Heavenly Father. Mt (5:45) 
My son, it’s easy to be kind to those who are kind to you, but to be kind, very kind for the love of Me, to those who make you suffer, is really to belong to My family.

Some of the people recognized Mary as the Mother of Jesus and moved by their natural compassion, said: “O sorrowful Mother! What a misfortune has over-taken You! How must your heart be wounded with grief”! Others, however, without respect said: “Why did you permit Him to introduce such doctrines among the people? It would have been better to discourage and prevent Him; but this will be a warning for other mothers, and they will learn from your misfortunes”. These and other more horrible feelings were expressed in the hearing of this sincerest Mother. She accepted the pity of the kind-hearted, and suffered the injury of the unbelievers, each with burning charity. She was not surprised at the ingratitude of the ignorant, but asked the Father to impart suitable blessings to all. 

Through the chaos of the crowds, She meets Her Most Holy Son, who was lead by His executioners to Pilate’s house. With a deep reverence and adoration, Mary stretched Herself out on the ground before Him. She arose and then the Mother and Son looked upon each other with indefinable tenderness. The most prudent Lady stepped aside and then followed Christ, continuing at a distance She prayed to the Father saying: “Most high God and My Son, I am aware of Your burning love for men, which leads You to hide your infinite power underneath Your flesh, formed in My womb. I confess Your wisdom, beyond reach of the human mind, in accepting such insults and torments, and in sacrificing Yourself, who is the Lord of all creation, for the rescue of man. Your goodness is to be praised, blessed, confessed and celebrated by all men. With what sorrow is My heart filled to behold Your afflicted face. When I see that You have been denied pity and compassion in such bitter sufferings, accept My sorrowful sacrifice. My hearts desire is to bring You the relief which is due to the true and Holy Son of God”. 

The image of Her Son, thus wounded, defiled and bound, remained so firmly fixed and imprinted in the soul of Mary, that during the rest of Her life it was never erased, and remained in Her mind as distinctly, as if She were continually beholding Him with Her own eyes. 

Questions

1) The Jews locked Jesus in a dungeon below the house of ________.

2) This dungeon was below ground and hadn't been cleaned for many years and thus was very unclean and smelled badly. They chained Jesus to a rock in the dungeon and He wasn't able to stand nor _____.

3) The guards blinded folded Jesus and stroke Him with their fists and cried out to Him "who struck You". But Jesus remained silent and was meek as a _______. 

4) The guards tried to remove Jesus' clothes, what happened to them?

5) On Friday morning the Jews brought Jesus to chief priests and scribes. When the council saw Jesus they were surprised to see Jesus disfigured from the blows and the spittle. Were their hearts moved with compassion?

6)  When the Jews asked Jesus questions they were not interested in knowing the _______, but only gather and produce evidence that He deserves death. They asked Him, "If you are the ______, tell us". 

7) Jesus didn't call Himself Son of God but He called Himself Son of _____. The Pharisees should have recognized this from the Scriptures pertaining to _______. 

8) In the Book of Proverbs it says "He who corrects an arrogant man earns ______; Reprimand not an arrogant man, lest he _____ you; counsel a _____ man, and he will _____ you.

9) As Jesus was being lead from the house of Caiaphas to Pilate, the city was divided in their opinion of Jesus. The Jews who failed to live by the Natural Law were the ones who had no compassion and shouted out "Let Him _____".   

10) The Mother of Jesus permitted no anger to enter in Her heart or show any sign of anger in Her actions against the Jews. All of them She looked upon with ______ and the desire of doing them good.

11) The image of Her Son, thus wounded, defiled and bound, remained so firmly fixed and imprinted in the soul of Mary, that during the rest of Her life it was never _______, and remained in Her mind as distinctly, as if She were continually beholding Him with Her own eyes. 

