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GOD’S WISDOM IS THE WISDOM OF THE CROSS.

(Contains the revelations of Mary of Agreda.)

Jesus Taken Prisoner.

Jesus had forewarned the Apostles at the Last Supper, that all of them would flee and disperse in fright.  

Mt 26:31 Then Jesus said to them, “This night all of you (Apostles) will have your faith in Me shaken, for it is written: I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be dispersed”.

Mk 14:27 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you (Apostles) will have your faith shaken, for it is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, and the sheep will be dispersed.

When the Apostles saw Jesus taken prisoner and when it became clear He could not appease His enemies, they fell into great trouble and fear. Each Apostle, with anxious thoughts, wanted to escape the danger. Their spiritual strength was weak, but now it was severely tested. The Apostles, taking advantage of the preoccupation of the soldiers in shackling Jesus, escaped unnoticed. Certainly their enemies, if God had permitted them, would have captured all the Apostles, especially if they had seen them fly like cowards or criminals. The hatred of the Pharisees extended to the Apostles, and was deep enough to make them desire the death of all of them.

Mt 26:56 But all this has come to pass that the writings of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left Him and fled.

Zec 13:7 Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, against the Man who is My associate, says the LORD of many. Strike the shepherd that the sheep may be dispersed, and I will turn My hand against the little ones.

Ps 38:12 Friends and companions shun My pain;

Apostle John Runs Off Naked.

As Scripture points out, the Apostles separated from each other, and scattered in different directions. 

Mk 14:50 And they all left Jesus and fled.

14:51 Now a young man (Apostle John) followed Him wearing nothing but a linen cloth about his body. They seized him,

14:52 but he left the cloth behind and ran off naked.

Brothers, each story in Scripture has a spiritual lesson. Mary of Agreda writes in her book how John, the beloved Apostle of Jesus, took off and ran. John, up to that time had acquired some virtue, depicted as a linen cloth; however, he lost what little he had when he ran. Behold; “Blessed is the one who watches and keeps his clothes ready, so that he may not go naked and people see him exposed”. Rev (16:15)
Eccl 5:14 As he came forth from his mother’s womb, so again shall he depart, naked as he came, having nothing from his labor that he can carry in his hand.
5:15 This too is a grievous evil, that he goes just as he came.

In the soul of each Apostle was a battle of sorrow and grief; on the one side, loyalty; on the other side, fear of physical harm. Reason and truth barked loudly and reprimanded them with their disloyalty in having forsaken Jesus. They remembered how the Lord warned them and they remembered their disobedience in neglecting to pray. For the Lord commanded them to pray in order to strengthen themselves against the coming trial.

Our Holy Mother, from the Cenacle, knew the activities of the Apostles. She allowed no ill feeling against them, nor did She ever speak to them about their disloyalty. From that hour She began to pray for them. In sweetest charity and with the compassion of a Mother, She prayed, “O simple sheep, chosen by the Lord, do you leave your most loving Teacher, who cares for you and feeds you on the pastures of eternal life? Why, being disciples of such a truthful doctrine, do you leave your Master? How can you forget the sweet and loving conversations, which so attracted your hearts? Why do you listen to satan and his lies? Thus you follow the wolf, which seeks your ruin. O most patient and sweet Lord, how meek, and kind and merciful does the love of men makes You! Extend Your gentle love to this little flock, which is now troubled and scattered. Do not deliver them over to the beasts, for their lips have confessed Your Name. You have set great hope in those, whom You have chosen as Your servants. Let not such graces be in vain, nor reject those whom You have freely chosen for the foundation of Your Church. Let not Lucifer glory in having, beneath Your very eyes, destroyed the best of Your family. My Son, look upon Your beloved disciples John, Peter, and James. Turn an eye of mercy also upon the rest; crush the arrogance of Lucifer, which now pursues them with his fury”. 

Brothers, sins caused by arrogance are the most deadly. (Arrogance is a bold self confidence in what you believe and feel.) Take for example Herod’s sin of not listening to John the Baptist. Not only does Herod ignore John’s warnings, but also beheaded John. Another example is the Pharisees; they failed to listen to Jesus because of their arrogance. The Apostles were also arrogant, but their arrogance was not as obvious. They followed Jesus because they expected Him to be an earthly king; and they were looking for personal gain. When their dreams of personal gain looked dark and physical harm was so close, their reason for following Jesus came to an end.   
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The Apostles And Their Emotions.

Each person has emotions that are directly tied to the events that are occurring at the moment. We are required throughout our lives to say no to our emotions and respond by practicing the virtues. When we are faced with extreme situations as in the case of the  Apostles when Jesus was arrested, our past actions pertaining to small things becomes obvious. Let me explain. If we can't say no to our emotions under small stresses, we will never say no when 

subjected to severe trials. 

Jesus Is Bound In Iron.

The soldiers having been advised by Judas that Jesus was a sorcerer and could easily escape their hands; they took all precautions inspired by such mistrust. They bound Jesus with a heavy iron chain, that it encircled the waist and His neck. The two ends of the chain were attached to large rings with which they tied the hands of Jesus. The hands thus secured and bound, they fastened His hands not in front, but behind. 
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This chain came from the house of Annas the high priest, where it had served to raise the iron door of a dungeon. But they were still not satisfied; for in their distrust they added two pieces of strong rope. The one they encircled the throat of Jesus and, crossing it at the chest, bound it in heavy knots all about the body.
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Rope around Jesus neck.

 They left two long ends of the rope free in front, in order that the servants and soldiers might jerk Him in different directions along the way. The second rope served to tie His arms, being bound likewise around His waist. The two ends of this rope were left hanging free to be used by two other executioners for jerking Him from behind. In this manner Jesus permitted Himself to be bound and made helpless. Adding to the chains and ropes, the soldiers insulted Jesus with their disgusting language. For like venomous snakes they shot forth their sacrilegious poison in abuse and blasphemy. 
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Some of them dragged Him along by the ropes in front and others prevented His steps by the ropes hanging from the handcuffs behind. In this manner, with violence, they sometimes forced Him to run forward in a hurry, frequently causing Him to fall. At other times, they jerked Him backwards; and then they pulled Him from one side to the other. Many times they violently threw Him to the ground. Jesus fell upon His face because of His hands were tied behind Him. This caused Christ’s face to become severely wounded and scratched. In His falls they pounced upon Him, inflicting blows and kicks, trampling upon His body. They accomplished this with loud shouts and insults.  

Jn 18:12 So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus, bound Him.

Ez 3:25 As for you, Son of Man, they will put cords upon You and bind You with them, so that you cannot go out among them.

Jdgs 15:12 ….. “We have come to take you prisoner, to deliver you over ...” 

15:13  …“we (The Jews) will certainly not kill you but will only bind you and deliver you over to them (The Romans).” So they bound him with two new ropes.

The Mother of Jesus was very aware of all that passed in His capture. She penetrated into all the hidden truths of His words and actions. In the measure in which the enemies of Jesus increased their irreverence and injuries, She sought to counterbalance them by Her praise and veneration. Thus She continued to pacify divine justice, lest it destroy His persecutors. She not only pacified God’s justice, She even obtained blessings for the enemies of Jesus. Thus secured a return of good for those who were doing evil. This mercy included Judas. The Lord granted powerful helps, but the unfortunate man failed to respond to them.

When the enemies of Christ laid hands on and bound Him, His Mother felt the same exact pains caused by the ropes and chains. In the same manner, She felt upon Her Body the same blows and torments inflicted upon Jesus. Thus Her senses were inflicted with pain, but this pain offered Her some relief from seeing Her Son suffer. Her sufferings would have been greater at the thought of not being with Jesus in His torments.

During all this time Lucifer, while motivating the enemies of Jesus, watched all the actions and movements of Jesus. As Lucifer was forced to acknowledge the meekness, patience, and sweetness of Jesus, the dragon was enraged the more, like one crazed by fury. Lucifer attempted to seize the ropes in order that he might pull at them more violently and overcome the meekness of Christ. But the Mother of Jesus, who, from Her room saw clearly all the happening of Her Son, and withheld Lucifer. She made use of Her power and commanded him to stop. All strength immediately left Lucifer and he could not proceed. It was not proper that his anger, in such a manner, should add to the sufferings of Christ. However, he was given permission to motivate the Jews against Jesus. He used this freedom to its full extent, and said to the other evil spirits: “What kind of a Man is this, who by His patience and His works so torments us and leave us powerless? No man ever maintained such peace and such long-suffering in tribulation since the time Adam until now. Never have we found among men such humility and meekness. How can we rest, when we see this disgusting example, drawing others to imitate Him? If this is the One we saw in our vision, Rev (12:1) He will certainly lead men away from the power we have over them. All our plans will be frustrated. Even if He is but a man, I cannot permit such an example for the rest of mankind. Let us persecute Him through His human foes, who, obedient to my temptations, have given birth to some of our furious anger”.   

Brothers, how did Jesus willingly allow Himself to be tormented and not rise up in anger? Behold and understand experiencing the depressions of mankind on a daily bases allowed Jesus to have sympathy for His human executors. If by His meekness He could save just one of them, He would willingly do so. 

Questions.

1) When Jesus was taken prisoner, the Apostles were in great fear that they would be hurt and thus they ____ the danger.

2) It was God's plan that the Apostles would escape and arrest only Jesus. The prophet Zechariah wrote about this: "Strike the shepherd that the _____ may be dispersed". 

3) Which Apostle after Jesus was arrested followed Jesus? The guards noticed this Apostle following and tried to capture him. But this Apostle escaped the guards as the guards caught hold of linen cloth. Thus he ran of ______.

4) Being naked is a symbol of a man with no _____ to display. 

5) The Apostles had it in their minds that Jesus would rule Israel as an ______ king and were looking for personal ______. Had the Apostles followed Jesus knowing that Jesus required suffering, the Apostles would have been prepared and would have not ran. 

6) The soldiers bound Jesus with chains because they thought Jesus could escape by ______. 

7) Did the soldiers bind Jesus hands in front or behind Him?

8)  Jesus fell upon His face because His hands could not stop the fall because His hands were tied _____  _____.

9) Using two ropes in front of Jesus and two ropes behind Him, the soldiers had great fun pulling from all directions thus causing Jesus to _____.

10) When Jesus was on the ground because of His falls, the soldiers pounced upon Him, by _____ Him.

11) The Mother of Jesus prayed for the soldiers and thus pacified God's ______.

12) When Jesus was bound and treated with blows to His Body, His Mother experienced the same exact _______.

13) Lucifer was so enraged at the meekness of Jesus, Lucifer tried to seize the _____ . Who stopped Lucifer from doing this?

